
Test Valley Borough Council and Romsey Future 

Citizens’ Assembly



Background
The Romsey Future Partnership is an active 
partnership of many community groups and 
organisations working together to deliver 
a long term vision for Romsey. One of our 
strategic ambitions is to create and maintain a 
healthy town centre that meets the needs of 
residents and their expectations for the future.  

Our ambition is to enhance and maintain all 
areas of Romsey so that it retains its character 
and is ever more attractive to residents and 
visitors. The historic nature of the town centre, 
coupled with the attractive environment that 
surrounds Romsey, is what sets the town apart 
from other areas. 

Why?
The Romsey Future Partnership, through 
previous consultations, knows that improving 
the area around Crosfield Hall and the Bus 
Station is important to many local people. 
The Citizens’ Assembly will bring together a 
diverse group of people, from across the area, 
to discuss and recommend ways to do this 
that helps and supports all the communities in 
and around Romsey. This will include looking 
at how the area around the south of the town 
centre could be used as a place to live, work, 
and have fun.

The question
The Romsey Future Citizens Assembly will 
consider the following question: 

How do we improve the area 
around crosfield hall and 
the bus station to deliver the 
maximum benefit to Romsey?

The remit of the Citizens 
Assembly
In addressing the question the Citizens 
Assembly may also wish to consider the impact 
on: 

•	 Accessibility to the town centre

•	 The appearance of the town 
centre

•	 How the area is used as a place to 
live, work and enjoy

The recommendations from the Citizens’ 
Assembly will be presented to the Romsey 
Future Partnership and Test Valley Borough 
Council and will help shape major planning 
documents for the area, which set out what we 
want to achieve and guide developers.

Thank you for applying to be a  
member of our citizens’ assembly!



What will you be doing?
Don’t worry, you don’t need to do anything in 
advance. All we require from you is that you 
give your time to listen to the information 
available and share your opinions with us 
and your fellow residents.

You will be one of 50 Citizens’ Assembly 
members from Romsey and the surrounding 
areas and together you will spend four days 
hearing, and discussing, evidence from 
different experts and local voices. You may 
hear evidence from/about:

•	 Local people and interest groups

•	 Evidence from people with different 
areas of expertise

•	What work has already happened 
and what is in the pipeline

•	What has worked elsewhere

•	What other information you need 
to help you make decisions.

As a group you will consider all of the 
different views and ideas on this issue that 
have emerged throughout the session and 
present your recommendations to Test Valley 
Borough Council and The Romsey Future 
partnership. 

Where and when will the 
Citizens’ Assembly be 
held?

Saturday 9 November 
9.30am – 5pm

Sunday 10 November 
9.30am – 4:30pm

Saturday 23 November 
9.30am – 5pm

Sunday 24 November 
9.30am – 4:30pm

Registration will start at 9.30am with the first  
session beginning at 10am.

Both weekends will be held at:

The Royal British Legion 
Shean House 
Love Lane 
Romsey 
SO51 8DE

How to get to The Royal 
British Legion

By bus – The closest bus stop is Linden Road 
(Stop H). From here it is a 3 minute walk.

By car – Please let us know if you will be 
driving so that we can arrange a parking 
permit. The closest car park is Alma Road 
but the permit will also allow you to park in 
Crosfield Hall.



How accessible is the 
Royal British Legion?
The rooms that we will be using (the event 
rooms and catering spaces) are step free 
and wheelchair accessible. There are blue 
badge parking spaces in both Alma Road and 
Crosfield Hall car parks.

The event rooms have a hearing loop. There is 
plenty of space so the acoustics should be fine.

If you have not yet told us about any access 
requirements you have, please let us know as 
soon as possible so we can discuss what you 
will need.

What food and drink do 
you provide? Can you 
cater for dietary and 
religious requirements?
We’ll provide lunch and plenty of 
refreshments throughout the day on both 
Saturday and Sunday of both weekends. We 
can cater for different dietary requirements 
as long as we know in advance. If you want 
to bring your own refreshments, you are also 
welcome to.

If you have not yet told us about a dietary 
requirement, please let us know as soon as 
possible so we can tell the caterers.

What else do I need to 
bring? What should I wear?
Apart from whatever you would normally take 
for a day away, please just bring an open mind 
and a willingness to listen, engage and discuss! 
You can wear whatever you feel comfortable 
in - casual clothes are absolutely fine.

Can I bring my children, 
partner or other family 
member or a friend with 
me?
The event will require your full attention 
whilst it is running and friends, family or 
guests cannot attend, unless absolutely 
necessary, for example your carer.

If you are bringing a carer with you because 
you would otherwise be unable to attend, we 
will cover the costs of their attendance. You 
must let us know beforehand if this will be 
the case. 

If you are responsible for caring for children 
or any other person, please let us know so 
that we can see what arrangements we can 
put in place to enable your participation, for 
example paying for childcare.

Any further questions?
Please contact Tom at the Sortition 
Foundation with any questions you have 
about the above or any other aspects of the 
event:

email: tom@sortitionfoundation.org

or phone: 0800 009 6486 and ask for Tom to 
call you back.


