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1. Council Assembly notes that: 

a. Green spaces in London are under threat even though they are of significant 

benefit and popularity to the population surrounding them. 

b. There is a risk that green spaces are becoming more and more of a luxury 

only accessible to the well off. A report by the National Children’s Bureau in 

2013 found that better-off children were nine times more likely to have access 

to green spaces than those in the most deprived areas. 

c. Our green spaces aid wellbeing. A London Green Spaces Commission report 

last year estimated that green spaces save London £950m per year in 

avoided health costs. A Public Health England report in 2020 stated, “£2.1 

billion per year could be saved in health costs if everyone in England had 

good access to greenspace.” 

d. After a year of lockdowns, Londoners want to see green spaces protected. A 

May 2020 poll by CPRE, the countryside charity, and the National Federation 

of Women’s Institutes (WI), found that nearly two-thirds of Londoners (62%) 

felt that protecting nearby green spaces should be a higher priority for the 

government when lockdown ends. 

e. London is facing increased urbanisation. A 2020 report by the London Green 

Spaces Commission discovered that, in the previous ten years, spending on 

public green space fell by over 30% to £159m. However, London’s population 

in that time grew by 11.2%. 

f. Losing our green spaces would adversely affect the climate emergency. For 

instance, the ONS found that UK vegetation removed enough dangerous air 

pollution in 2017 to equate to a saving of £1.3bn in health costs. 

g. Therefore, it is our duty as councillors to ensure that we protect our green 

spaces so that future generations can enjoy them equally and gain from them 

as fruitfully as we have done.  

2. Council Assembly highlights that: 

a. Southwark Council is contemplating or proposing to build on green spaces 

that would be lost permanently to eventual constructions. 

b. Developing those sites would guarantee that future generations lose out on 

the health, climate, and copious other benefits that green spaces provide.  

c. Multiple projects (the ‘Peckham Green’ site and ‘Bells Gardens’, to name a 

few) have met resistance from campaigners living on or near the proposed 

site of construction. These campaigners want new homes, but not at the cost 

of their green spaces. There is real concern that more green spaces across 

Southwark could face similar proposals.  

d. Southwark has a green space problem that is likely to disproportionately affect 

its residents. A Friends of the Earth report last year ranked Southwark as one 



of the worst local authorities in England for residents’ access to green spaces. 

It also noted, “42% of England’s Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) 

communities live in the most green-space deprived neighbourhoods.” 

e. The New Southwark Plan acknowledges the ‘deficit in parks and other green 

space’ in many parts of the borough. 

f. Although there is a dire need to meet Southwark’s 15,000-strong waiting list 

for housing, there is a concern that the council’s current approach to site-

selection will cost its scarce green spaces.   

g. The Labour-led Southwark Council has, since 2010, sold or demolished over 

3,000 council homes. 

h. Over the same period, the number of empty homes in Southwark has soared 

to over 60001 – the borough now has over 2,300 long-term empty homes 

including 1000 of which are empty council homes, which is the highest in 

London.  

i. Better planning in its house building would have helped the council avoid 

reaching a point where it has to even consider building on green spaces.  

3. Council Assembly calls on the cabinet to: 

a. Conduct an audit of all green spaces across Southwark to ensure that they 

are recognised and protected for residents' amenity. 

b. Urgently review the site-selection criteria for council-led developments, to 

ensure they are not being built on scarce green spaces.  

c. Give some form of formal protection for the borough’s green spaces — 

including Peckham Green and Bells Gardens — to ensure that they are not 

needlessly lost to developments. 

d. Not only protect green spaces, but also look at enhancing them. 

e. Focus on building new council homes on sites better suited for development 

— such as former industrial/commercial sites across the borough and on car 

parks and infill sites on our existing estates and publicly owned land. 

f. Be more creative in finding ways to deliver more council homes, including 

buying new sites and homes and securing more social housing in new 

developments. 

 

 

                                            
1 As at 5th October 2020, 3720 vacant plus second homes which is now 3630 from 523 in 2019, 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/council-taxbase-statistics 

 


