
Amendment to the theme (Young People in Southwark: A Youth New Deal)  

Proposed by: Cllr William Houngbo 

Amend the title to “Young People in Southwark: Let Down by Labour” 

Delete paragraph 1a and replace with:  

 We applaud the incredible young people in Southwark. It is future generations 

who are leading the way in making this world a better place — whether 

supporting communities during Covid, marching in support of BLM or when, in 

2019, thousands of schoolchildren and young people protested lack of climate 

change action in a UK-wide strike. We have a duty to support our amazing 

young people to fulfil their potential and all youth investment is to be 

welcomed, including the £15m being proposed for Southwark.  

 

Insert after paragraph 1a: 

 The ONS estimates that there are around 46,000 Southwark children aged 11 

years and below (15% of the total borough population). These young people 

will lay the blame squarely at the feet of this Labour administration for the 

local housing, crime and climate change issues they have inherited. It is time 

for this administration to accept responsibility. It needs to be honest with these 

young people, it needs to admit its shortcomings and then it needs to actually 

fix them.  

 

Delete paragraph 1e and replace with: 

 ONS data from May 2021 shows that there are currently 2,925 people aged 

16-24 claiming out-of-work benefits. This figure dwarfs the 684 young people 

supported into internships and helped through Southwark Works in over two 

years.  

Delete paragraph 1f and replace with: 

 

 Based on government data from 2020, 8.8% of Southwark 16-17 year olds 

were not in education, employment or training (NEET) or had unknown 

activity. This is more than twice the London average. It also equates to around 

524 young people, based on ONS estimates. A number that far exceeds the 

199 that Labour boasts received training through the Southwark Construction 

Skills Centre. 

 

Insert after paragraph 1f: 

 Young people represent around 20% of this borough’s total population. They 

are statistically the most deprived children and young people in London and 

the second most deprived across England.  



Insert after paragraph 1g: 

 There is an alarmingly high rate of school exclusions in Southwark, according 

to the council’s ‘Education: Exclusions and alternative provision’ report in 

2020. Southwark exclusion rates in 2017/18 were twice as high as in 2012/13. 

These exclusions affect different demographics disproportionately. The same 

report cited figures that indicated 82% of excluded children were BAME (even 

though they are only around 40% of under 20s in Southwark). While, of those 

permanently excluded, 39-45% were children with some form of special 

educational needs (SEN). 

Delete paragraphs 2a and b and replace with: 

 Southwark’s Labour administration cut youth services finances by 50% in 

2016. It previously planned to cut 73% (£2m) of funding for youth services 

before Liberal Democrat opposition.  

 Southwark Labour is misleadingly shifting the blame for these cuts. At the 

time, each council department had a 25% budget saving target. Labour’s 

eventual 50% cut of youth services money was its own decision.  

 Without these 2016 cuts by Southwark Labour, the funding gap and need for 

investment today would be far improved.  

 Just one month before the 2016 youth services cuts, Labour introduced its 

‘Golden Goodbye’ payments for cabinet members who resign from or are 

unelected from their posts. 

Insert after paragraph 2b:  

 After 11 years in power, Southwark Labour has created a housing crisis for its 

young people. 

 A 2021 Runnymede and CLASS report shows that between 2010 and 2016 

Southwark was the sixth most gentrified borough in London. It notes that 

gentrification often means children cannot continue living in the area they 

were born in. 

 Southwark is far off track from making housing affordable. In its 11 years in 

power, Labour has sold or demolished more than 3,000 council homes in 

Southwark. The borough has the highest number of long-term empty homes, 

in London at over 2,300. Meanwhile, the housing waiting list has grown to 

15,000 households. 

Delete paragraph 2c and replace with: 

 Southwark’s Public Health Division, in a 2021 report, cited survey findings that 

one in five children last year did not have sufficient access to technology for 

home schooling. Based on ONS estimates, this would equate to 10,494 young 

people and children between the ages of 5-19. The report says the council 

has only provided 1,168 laptops since the aforementioned survey. Southwark 

Labour voted against a Liberal Democrat amendment to dedicate money from 

its 2021-22 budget to enable digital inclusion for all young people 

 



Insert after paragraph 2c: 

 The climate crisis is one of the most important issues facing the young people 

of this borough. We are already feeling the impact of global warming in 

Southwark. In June, the Met Office announced that it would start issuing 

extreme heat warnings due to record-breaking numbers of English heatwave 

deaths in the summer of 2020. While, in Lambeth and Southwark 158 schools 

have a level of air pollution higher than WHO recommendations. This puts 

them among the worst affected areas for school air safety.  

 Yet, Labour have refused to take climate change seriously. They have taken 

years to publish their strategy and action plan for dealing with it. They are 

consuming £15m of fossil fuels annually and have cut down thousands of 

trees each year. They are also planning to build, or have built, on scarce 

green spaces without a thought as to what it means for future generations. 

Such green spaces are of great significance to young people. Danish 

academics in a 2019 nationwide study found that children in areas with the 

lowest amount of green space had a higher risk of developing psychiatric 

disorders. 

 

Insert after paragraph 2d:  

 

 After 11 years of Southwark Labour, violent crime has become a real danger 

to young people. The council’s Public Health team, in a 2019 publication, 

reported that Southwark experiences the fourth highest volume of youth knife 

crime among all London boroughs. The same document stated that 

Southwark has consistently had a higher rate of emergency admissions for 

assault than the London average. In 2017/18, 40% of emergency admissions 

for assault in Southwark were young people. 

 The legacy of Sadiq Khan, the Labour Mayor of London, will be a rise in knife 

crime across our boroughs, which has already left hundreds of young people 

dead.  

 Southwark’s previous council leader, Peter John, of Labour, attributed a rise 

in violence in 2018 to the same sort of youth service cuts this administration 

independently made in 2016. Southwark Labour are letting down our young 

people. 

and renumber all paragraphs and sub-paragraphs accordingly. 

 

 


