
The Shepherd Park Citizens Association 

Historical Notes of the Yard Sale 
 

The SPCA Yard Sale has very humble beginnings.  During 1997 a group of Shepherd Park residents gathered to 

organize a yard sale among neighboring households.  Instead of shopping through thrift stores, neighbors sold 

usable items directly from their homes to other neighbors. This offered an occasion to socialize and engage with 

one another, garnering the spirit of our community. 

In the following year as more neighbors expressed interest, Beth Allaben and Pam Satterfield began grass roots 

efforts to organize a Community Yard Sale.  During the years of 1998 - 2006, Beth and Pam were instrumental in 

coordinating the many efforts to foster this event, which was held regularly in early June.  This included increasing 

the number of participating residents, promoting the yard sale throughout local communities, and offering tips to 

neighbors for successful selling.  There were many milestones, and some of the highlights were: 

• 2000 – Distributed 800 flyers; 23 households participated 

• 2001 – Printed and distributed listing of sales; Posted information on website of neighbor and realtor Alix 
Myerson 

• 2002 – Posted listing of sales on website of Ruby Brooks, SPCA Business Member 

• 2003 – First year posting listing of sales with now famous Maps To Go  

• 2004 – First year posting listing sales and map at www.shepherdpark.org 

• 2006 – 10th year anniversary; 65 participants: 55 at homes and 10 at the group site1 plus Northminster 
Thrift Shop, Shepherd Park Christian Church, Tifereth Israel and Eastern Village Co-Housing 

 

In response to the growing interest and anticipation by neighbors, the yard sale was eventually adopted as an 

SPCA sponsored event about 20022.  It has now become a signature activity of the community.  As it was in the 

early years, the yard sale continues to be coordinated by a team of supporters made of SPCA board members, 

neighbors and business sponsors.  The following individuals had previously volunteered their services as 

Committee Chairperson for this event: 

• 2007 – Pam Satterfield and Jennifer Mulveny  

• 2008 – Charisse Brossard and Christine Martin  

• 2009-2011 – Charisse Brossard  

• 2012-2014 – Kelly Shuy 

• 2015-2018 – Adrienne Antoine 

➢ 2017 – Yard sale date moved to late April 
➢ 2018 – Yard sale date moved back to first weekend in June 

• 2019 – Mark Pattison  

➢ Yard sale date moved to early September; event was coordinated with the Brightwood Civic 
Association, which included household sellers in the Brightwood neighborhood. 

 
As we look forward to the 2020 Yard Sale to be held September 12 & 13, we continue to be guided by the many 
lessons of our predecessors as well as the growing responsibility as a community association.  New technologies 
allow greater outreach to the expanding memberships and partnerships that support the Yard Sale and other 
sponsored activities.  But most importantly, the engagement of our dedicated volunteers represents the core 
value of our community and promotes the success of these events.  Let us all prepare for the future of the SPCA 
through what we offer today!  

 
1 The group site was likely located in front of Shepherd Elementary School, 7800 14th Street NW. 
2 Exact records have not been identified as of this article.  


