
40th President of the United States: 1981 ‐ 1989 
 

11/04/1980 Election Day.  Reagan wins 91% of the Electoral College and 51% of the popular 
vote. 

1981   

01/20/1981 Inaugural Address 

01/20/1981 52 American hostages in Iran released in exchange for ending trade sanctions 

03/10/1981 Message to Congress proposing budgetary revisions for FY 1982 

03/30/1981 John Hinckley Jr attempts to assassinate President Reagan following 
Reagan’s remarks to the AFL-CIO. 

04/11/1981 Reagan leaves the hospital. 

04/28/1981 Address to Joint Session of Congress on Program for Economic Recovery 

05/21/1981 Proposes to Congress a bipartisan effort to fix Social Security 

07/07/1981 Nominates Sandra Day O’Connor, first woman Supreme Court Justice and 
makes Remarks. 

08/03/1981 Air Traffic Controllers Strike, after failed negotiations with the federal 
government.  “I must tell those who fail to report for duty this morning they are in 
violation of the law, and if they do not report for work within 48 hours, they have 
forfeited their jobs and will be terminated.”  Two days later, the FAA begins to fires 
striking workers. 

08/13/1981 Signs Economic Recovery Tax Act 

12/16/1981 By Executive Order 12335, Creates National Commission on Social Security reform 

12/29/1981 Imposes sanctions on Poland and the USSR. Says blame lies heavily with Soviet 
Union. 

1982   

05/31/1982 Announces Negotiations between US and Soviet Union in Geneva 

06/08/1982 Addresses UK House of Common, where he remarks that Communism will end up on 
the “ash heap of history”  

06/11/1982 Visits and gives speech in West Berlin 

06/29/1982 Signs 25-Year Extension of the 1965 Voting Rights Act 

06/30/1982 Commissions Committee to investigate Federal waste in government spending, 
emphasizing the need to “drain the swamp.”  

09/03/1982 Signs Tax Equity & Fiscal Responsibility Act, which reduced the budget deficit 
through federal spending cuts and increased taxes 

1983   

03-10-1983 In Proclamation 5030 establishes the Exclusive Economic Zone (extending to a 
distance of 200 nautical miles) of the United States. 

03/23/1983 Strategic Defense Initiative, asking the scientific community to create a defense 
system in space that would render nuclear weapons useless 

04/20/1983 Signs Social Security Amendments of 1983;  raising the age of retirement and the 
payroll tax. 

11/02/1983 Signs Act making the birthday of Martin Luther King Jr. a Federal Holiday 

12/19/1983 Sends Secretary of State Donald Rumsfeld to meet President Saddam Hussein in 
effort to normalize relations with Iraq. 

1984   

04/04/1984 Calls for an international ban on chemical weapons following Iraqi use of mustard gas 
on the Iranians. 

04/23/1984 The Department of Health and Human Services announces finding virus that may 
cause AIDS. 

08/30/1984 Space Shuttle Discovery takes off on maiden voyage. 

07/18/1984 Signs the Deficit Reduction Act of 1984. 

08/23/1984 Accepts Republican nomination for a second term as President. 

10/30/1984 Signs the Trade and Tariff Act of 1984, which creates a negotiating authority for both 
the US-Canada Free Trade Agreement as well as the US-Israel Free Trade agreement. 

11/06/1984 Election Day, Reagan wins 59% of the popular vote and 98% of the electoral 
vote.  Defeats former Vice-President Walter Mondale. 

1985   

03/01/1985 Remarks to the Conservative Political Action Committee.  Famous line:  “. . . the 
freedom fighters of Nicaragua.  You know the truth about them. You know who 
they're fighting and why. They are the moral equal of our Founding Fathers and the 
brave men and women of the French Resistance. We cannot turn away from them, for 
the struggle here is not right versus left; it is right versus wrong.” 

03/11/1985 Gorbachev becomes General Secretary of Soviet Communist Party, giving Americans 
hope for successful negotiations with a younger leader. 

05/05/1985 Remarks at Bitburg Air Base, Germany.  Followed a visit to the military cemetery 
with German war dead including members of the SS.  His remarks included this 
passage:  “Well, today freedom-loving people around the world must say: I am a 
Berliner. I am a Jew in a world still threatened by anti-Semitism. I am an Afghan, and 
I am a prisoner of the Gulag. I am a refugee in a crowded boat foundering off the 
coast of Vietnam. I am a Laotian, a Cambodian, a Cuban, and a Miskito Indian in 
Nicaragua. I, too, am a potential victim of totalitarianism.” 

07/13/1985 Cancerous polyp is removed at Bethesda Naval Hospital; during the 
procedure, George H. W. Bush is acting president. 

09/17/1985 In a news conference, in his first public reference to the AIDS Epidemic, Reagan says 
he has been supporting research on AIDS for more than four years. 

11/19/1985 
– 

11/21/1985 

Reagan and Gorbachev Meet at the Geneva Summit. This was the first of several 
summits between the leaders: the first US/USSR summit since 1979.  This session 
was at the Chateau Fleur d’Eau which featured a very large fireplace.  The two 
leaders were photographed in affable conversation in large easy chairs in front of the 
fireplace—thus, “the fireside summit.” 

12/12/1985 Signs the Gramm Rudman Hollings Balanced Budget Act, requires automatic 
spending cuts if federal agencies exceed their budget. 

1986   

01/28/1986 Address to the Nation concerning the Space Shuttle Challenger explosion which 
killed all seven members on board. 

05/19/1986 Signs Firearm Owner Protection Act which asserted a Second Amendment right to 
personal firearm ownership;  prohibited the sale or possession of a “machinegun.” 

10/01/1986 Signs the Goldwater-Nichols Department of Defense Reorganization Act of 1986, 
which drastically altered the command structure of the United States military. 

10/02/1986 Signs the Comprehensive Anti-Apartheid Act of 1986 passed over his veto. “Our 
administration will, nevertheless, implement the law. It must be recognized, however, 
that this will not solve the serious problems that plague that country.” 

10/11/1986 
– 

10/12/1986 

Reagan and Gorbachev Meet at the Reykjavik Summit in Iceland.  Talks failed when 
Reagan refused to compromise on the Strategic Defense Initiative. 

10/22/1986 Signs Tax Reform Act of 1986, lowering the highest tax rate from 50 to 28 
percent.  “Fair and simpler for most Americans, this is a tax code designed to take us 
into a future of technological invention and economic achievement, one that will keep 
America competitive and growing into the 21st century.” 

11/06/1986 Signs the Immigration Reform Control Act of 1986, which helped immigrant workers 
achieve legal status. 

1987   

01/08/1987 Acknowledges the 10th Anniversary of Charter 77, a document signed by Czech 
activists affirming civil rights 

06/12/1987 Visits West Berlin. In speaking at the wall, Reagan says “Come here to this gate! Mr. 
Gorbachev, open this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!” 

07/03/1987 Announces America’s Economic Bill of Rights, financial initiatives styled after the 
Bill of Rights. 

12/08/1987-
12/10/1987 

Washington Summit:  Gorbachev and Reagan Sign Intermediate Range Nuclear 
Forces Treaty, which attempted to eliminate all intermediate missiles from Europe. 

12/10/1987 Address to the Nation on the US-Soviet Summit Meeting. 

1988   

01/02/1988 Signs United States-Canada Free Trade Agreement. 

01/06/1988 Signs the Agricultural Credit Act of 1987, in order to help farmers facing financial 
crisis. 

05/29/1988 
– 

06/03/1988 

Moscow Summit with Gorbachev; Ratification of INF Treaty. 

10/25/1988 Signs Act creating the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

11/08/1988 Election Day; Vice President George H. W. Bush is elected President winning 79% of 
the electoral vote and 53% of the popular vote. Bush was first sitting Vice President 
since Martin Van Buren to become President in an election (rather than due to the 
President’s death or resignation). 

1989   

01/03/1989 Makes Recommendations Regarding the International Convention and Protocol on 
Terrorist Acts at Sea. 

1/11/1989 Farewell Address to the Nation. 

 

08/30/1984 Space Shuttle Discovery takes off on maiden voyage. 

07/18/1984 Signs the Deficit Reduction Act of 1984. 

08/23/1984 Accepts Republican nomination for a second term as President. 

10/30/1984 Signs the Trade and Tariff Act of 1984, which creates a negotiating authority for both 
the US-Canada Free Trade Agreement as well as the US-Israel Free Trade agreement. 

11/06/1984 Election Day, Reagan wins 59% of the popular vote and 98% of the electoral 
vote.  Defeats former Vice-President Walter Mondale. 

1985   

03/01/1985 Remarks to the Conservative Political Action Committee.  Famous line:  “. . . the 
freedom fighters of Nicaragua.  You know the truth about them. You know who 
they're fighting and why. They are the moral equal of our Founding Fathers and the 
brave men and women of the French Resistance. We cannot turn away from them, for 
the struggle here is not right versus left; it is right versus wrong.” 

03/11/1985 Gorbachev becomes General Secretary of Soviet Communist Party, giving Americans 
hope for successful negotiations with a younger leader. 

05/05/1985 Remarks at Bitburg Air Base, Germany.  Followed a visit to the military cemetery 
with German war dead including members of the SS.  His remarks included this 
passage:  “Well, today freedom-loving people around the world must say: I am a 
Berliner. I am a Jew in a world still threatened by anti-Semitism. I am an Afghan, and 
I am a prisoner of the Gulag. I am a refugee in a crowded boat foundering off the 
coast of Vietnam. I am a Laotian, a Cambodian, a Cuban, and a Miskito Indian in 
Nicaragua. I, too, am a potential victim of totalitarianism.” 

07/13/1985 Cancerous polyp is removed at Bethesda Naval Hospital; during the 
procedure, George H. W. Bush is acting president. 

09/17/1985 In a news conference, in his first public reference to the AIDS Epidemic, Reagan says 
he has been supporting research on AIDS for more than four years. 

11/19/1985 
– 

11/21/1985 

Reagan and Gorbachev Meet at the Geneva Summit. This was the first of several 
summits between the leaders: the first US/USSR summit since 1979.  This session 
was at the Chateau Fleur d’Eau which featured a very large fireplace.  The two 
leaders were photographed in affable conversation in large easy chairs in front of the 
fireplace—thus, “the fireside summit.” 


