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PC Nomination Candidate asks Court to Uphold Democracy in 
Simcoe-Grey

WASAGA BEACH -- Today, Stella Ambler filed an application in the Ontario 
Superior Court of Justice, seeking to overturn the Ontario PC Party’s June 
3rd appointment of Collingwood Mayor Brian Saunderson to be the PC 
Candidate for the expected 2022 provincial election. The application asks 
that local PC party members be permitted to vote for their own candidate, 
in accordance with the Ontario PC Party constitution.

“The PC Party claims to have the power to appoint the candidate in 
Simcoe-Grey. My position is that they do not have that power, and this is 
what we will be arguing in court,” said Ambler.

“The PC Party has no authority to circumvent the democratic process in 
this riding,” Ambler said, adding that “under our party’s constitution, the PC 
party members in Simcoe-Grey are the only ones who are entitled to select 
their PC Party candidate for the next election.”

Asher Honickman, a lawyer who is representing Ms. Ambler in her 
application, said “the law is clear that political parties must adhere to their 
own constitutions. The PC Party Constitution is a contract between the 
party and the membership, and Ms. Ambler is absolutely within her rights 
to hold the PC Party to account.”

Ms. Ambler, a former federal Conservative Member of Parliament, was one 
of four party-approved candidates running for the PC nomination in the 
riding of Simcoe-Grey.

The nomination process had started in November 2020 in response to 
long-time MPP Jim Wilson’s announcement that he would be retiring at the 
next election. Wilson has represented the riding since 1990.

After a lengthy campaign conducted by the four approved candidates, 
including Ambler and Saunderson, the Ontario PC Party suddenly ended 
the democratic nomination process to guarantee that Saunderson would 
be the PC candidate. 



In her court application, Ambler argues that the PC Party officials exceeded 
their authority in making the appointment and that they did not follow the 
rules of the PC Party constitution. The PC Party Constitution states that 
“[E]very Candidate Nomination Convention shall be open, public and 
democratic.”

According to Ambler, in cancelling the nomination meeting and purporting 
to “appoint” someone to become the PC candidate, the party violated its 
own constitutional requirement to have an open, public and democratic 
nomination convention.

“It seems that the PC Party and I have different understandings of what is 
meant by the words ‘open, public and democratic,’” said Ambler. 

For their part, PC Party officials are relying on a rule that the PC Party 
Executive passed in January 2020. Section 6.5 of the Rules Governing 
Candidate Nominations purportedly allows the PC Party’s Provincial 
Nomination Committee, under instructions from the Leader, to “appoint” up 
to 10 candidates for the upcoming Ontario election.  Ambler, however, 
maintains that this new rule, passed only by the executive and not 
approved by the PC membership, is contrary to the PC Constitution, which 
is the supreme governing document of the Ontario PC Party.

“The PC Party Executive only has power to make rules which comply with 
the PC Party Constitution,” said Ambler. “The executive does not have the 
power to pass rules that contradict the Constitution.  In the case of 
Simcoe-Grey, there can be no rule that allows for such an appointment 
many months after the nomination process has begun with candidates and 
members all expecting an open, public and democratic outcome.”

“Four of us were approved by the party as candidates many months ago. 
Each of us campaigned for a long time to become the PC candidate in 
Simcoe-Grey. The party defied its own constitution when they cancelled the 
nomination process that had been underway for many months,” said 
Ambler.

Before launching the court proceedings this week, Ambler exhausted every 
other option available to her, including the filing of an internal party appeal 
of the decision, which was rejected by party officials. 



Many local PC party members then wrote to PC party officials to object to 
the party’s actions. There was even a local petition of Simcoe-Grey 
residents, which hundreds of people signed, all demanding the restoration 
of the right of local PC members to pick their candidate.

Speaking of her decision to take the step to legally pursue the cause of 
having a democratic vote in Simcoe-Grey, Ambler said this: “I wish it didn’t 
have to come to this but I’ve exhausted all of the usual channels. PC party 
officials are not listening to me or any of the local conservatives in Simcoe-
Grey who are calling for a democratic vote. This application to the Ontario 
Superior Court remains the only way we have left to reverse this PC Party 
decision to suspend democracy in Simcoe-Grey.”

In the court application, Ambler is seeking only to force the PC Party to 
cancel the “appointment” and to hold an “open, public and democratic” 
nomination convention. Ambler is not seeking financial damages but is 
limiting her request of the court to the restoration of democracy in Simcoe-
Grey.

“I’m not suing for damages. I’m simply asking the court to compel the party 
to deliver on its own constitutional provisions, place my name on a ballot 
and allow an open, public and democratic vote in Simcoe-Grey,” she said.

“Local PC members were looking forward to their first opportunity to elect 
a candidate in three decades – about the same amount of time I have been 
a Progressive Conservative,” said Ambler. “I am standing up for them, their 
constitution, and the integrity of a party that helped build the Ontario we 
know today.”
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For inquiries, please email VoteStella@StellaAmbler.com
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