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Welcome to the Waste Watch 
committee’s first edition of 40 reasons 
why you can’t trust Labor with your 
money. This booklet highlights the 
work that oppositions need to do 
in holding governments to account, 
especially when spending taxpayer’s 
money. 

South Australians deserve to have 
confidence that their taxpayer funds 
are being spent efficiently and frugally; 
unfortunately this booklet outlines that 
this is simply not the case.

Herein lie examples worth hundreds 
of millions of dollars where South 
Australian money is being wasted 
and mismanaged. This money would 
otherwise have been desperately 
needed to improve services and pay 
down the states burgeoning debt.

These examples show the culture of 
waste and mismanagement that exists 
within the Labor administration, a 
culture that starts within cabinet and 
shows a lack of leadership.

sTePhan KnoLL, CHAIRMAN 
WASTE WATCH COMMITTEE

sTeVen marshaLL, 
STATE LIBERAL LEADER

ForeworD

At a time when South Australians 
are paying record prices for 
water, gas and electricity, the 
Weatherill Government continues 
to squander taxpayer’s money.

After nearly 15 years the Labor 
government has lost control of 
its spending. Net State debt is 
approaching $11 billion and is 
forecast to peak at more than $13 
billion in 2017.

Despite this blowout in 
unbudgeted spending, the Labor 
government continues to waste 
money on pet projects that don’t 
create jobs.

It is important tax payers know 
how much of this kind of wasteful 
spending is going on. 

Waste Watch will continue 
to highlight unnecessary 
government spending and expose 
continuing misuse of your money.
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$8,400,000

DeParTmenT 
STATE DEVELOPMENT

Taxpayers are forking out $8.4 million 
for the cost of an entire ministerial 
office for Martin Hamilton-Smith. 
The costs include a pay rise for 
Martin Hamilton-Smith of $115,000, 
a chauffeured car and a team of 
advisors.

new ministerial office for martin 
hamilton-smith

amounT

“the costs include a 
pay rise for Martin 
Hamilton-Smith”

1.
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$509,095

Jay Weatherill’s decision to terminate the contract of the CEO of the 
Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure cost taxpayers 
$509,095.

Rod Hook, who had two years left on his contract, was terminated with one 
day’s notice after working in the public service for most of the governments 
tenure since 2002.

Costs of Ceo cleanout

“terminated 
with one 
days notice”

8/7/2014
Hook’s half-million-dollar payday |  INDAILY
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KEVIN NAUGHTON | 8 JULY 2014

Hook’s half-million-dollar payday

Former transport and infrastructure boss Rod Hook pocketed more than $500,000 after his contract as chief executive

was torn up by Premier Jay Weatherill in May.

Hook was told on May 8 that his services as chief executive of the Department of Transport, Planning and Infrastructure were no longer

required.

Details of his exit package have been released by the Premier’s office.

Hook had more than two years to run on his contract.

“Mr Hook is entitled to four months written notice or payment in lieu (equating to $118,966); a termination payment of $242,170 based

on four months (pay) for each uncompleted year of the term of appointment,” the statement said.

“In total the termination payment equates to $361,136.

“In addition, payment of leave entitlements of approximately $147,959 ($31,653 in annual leave and $116,306 in long service leave)

brought the total gross payment received by Mr Hook to $509,095.”

The Premier also terminated the contract of Renewal SA boss Fred Hansen, who had three years to run on his contract.

Supporters of Rod Hook have taken to Facebook to pay tribute to his time in the public service.

Hook responded on line: “I have been hugely flattered by the kudos given me for the steel, bricks and mortar we have been able to spread

around the city over recent years.

“But way more than that, what means most to me is the way you guys have responded with your messages of support, appreciation and

love expressed below. I will be forever grateful.”

amounT

2.

DeParTmenT 
PLANNING, TRANSPORT & 
INFRASTRUCTURE
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$377,600,000

DeParTmenT 
ALL DEPARTMENTS

Budget papers show that between 
November 2010 and April 2015, 
the Weatherill Government spent 
$377.6m in Targeted Voluntary 
Separation Packages (TVSP) for 
3,268 public servants. The Auditor 
General has reported that the 
average cost in 2013/14 of each 
TVSP was $120,000. During that 
time, figures show that there has 
actually been an increase of 2,160 
FTE public servants. TVSP’s have 
been given to 254 people who were 
over the age of 60; including a 79 
year old.

redundancy program debacle

“TVSP’s have been 
given to 254 people 
who were over the 
age of 60”

amounT

3.



LABOR WASTE WATCH 6

$230,000,000

The Enterprise Patient Administration System (EPAS) was originally billed at 
$220 million and was designed to change the way records are kept across the 
entire hospital network. Since the original cabinet submission the project cost 
has risen by $202 million, the benefits expected fell by $136 million and also 
cost a further $28 million during a ‘stabilisation phase’.

Instead of being operational in all hospitals in SA the system only currently 
covers Noarlunga, the Repatriation General Hospital (which is set to be 
closed) and Port Augusta. The system will also, not be ready for day one of 
the New Royal Adelaide Hospital (NRAH) as planned, adding more cost as the 
NRAH is not set up to handle paper based records.

“The EPAS was originally billed at $220 million”

amounT

DeParTmenT 
SA HEALTH

4. multiple blowouts with the ePas 
iT system
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$834,920

The purging of two senior 
executives was costly for South 
Australian taxpayers. Department 
of Planning, Transport and 
Infrastructure (DPTI) deputy 
chief executive Lino Di Lernia’s 
separation package cost at least 
$450,000 and Renewal SA Chief 
Fred Hansen was given a payout 

of $384,920. This comes despite 
Mr Di Lernia having three years 
left on his contract. Costs were 
set to be higher than stated as 
DPTI Transport Services executive 
director Andy Milazzo was told 
that he could quit and also receive 
a large payout.

senior bureaucrats given the boot

“Lino Di Lernia’s 
separation package 
cost at least $450,000”

DeParTmenT 
PLANNING, TRANSPORT & 
INFRASTRUCTURE

amounT

5.
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$31,500,000

DeParTmenT 
TREASURY & FINANCE

In 2002 the Revenue SA Information 
Systems to Enable Compliance 
(RISTEC) IT System was first 
approved with a budget of $22.6 
million. 13 years later the total cost 
escalated to $54 million and the 
critical Stage 3 of the project was 
cancelled.

Stage 3 was set to cover stamp 
duties, first home owner grants and 
other areas. The RISTEC system will 
in the end only cover payroll tax, land 
tax, and the emergency services 
levy.

Treasury iT project cancelled

“the total cost 
escalated to 
$54 million”

amounT

RISTEC: 13 years later, 

$32 million blowout

6.
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$130,000

DeParTmenT 
TOURISM SA

The government spent $130,000 
advertising Adelaide in Adelaide 
in the lead up to the 2014 state 
election. The ad was part of a 
broader tourism campaign to attract 
interstate tourists to Adelaide but 
also spent $120,000 on metropolitan 
TV and $10,000 in Adelaide 
cinemas.

advertising adelaide in adelaide

“spent $130,000 
advertising Adelaide 
in Adelaide”

amounT

7.
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$7,183,000

DeParTmenT 
COMMUNITIES & SOCIAL 
INCLUSION

After six years and more than $7 
million in taxpayers’ money, the 
State Government abandoned an 
IT project CASIS which was meant 
to fix long-standing problems in the 
payment of state concessions. The 
IT project, which after several delays 
was scrapped after the developer 
told the government it was no 

longer in the business of developing 
software. The original cost was billed 
at $600,000 which had blown out to 
$7.183 million when it was dumped. 
A week later the government 
announced it was building a new 
concessions payment system, 
COLIN, at a cost of $2.2 million.

Concessions iT system scrapped

“the 
original 
cost was 
billed at 
$600,000”

amounT

8.



LABOR WASTE WATCH 11

$600,000

The government spent $600,000 
in acceleration costs to ensure that 
the Adelaide Oval was ready for 
the Rolling Stones concert set for 
22nd March 2014. The concert was 
cancelled and rescheduled. 

The costs come on top of $450,000 
provided to the Rolling Stones 
to secure a concert here as well 
as $5 million in bonus payments 
to ensure the oval was ready to 
host AFL matches in March 2014. 
The Treasurer approved a further 
$400,000 additional contingency if 
required.

adelaide oval acceleration costs

amounT

$600K wasted on 
acceleration costs for 
Rolling Stones concert

“the costs 
come on top of 
the $450,000 
provided to the 
Rolling Stones”

9.

DeParTmenT 
PLANNING, TRANSPORT & 
INFRASTRUCTURE
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$46,600,000

The 2013/14 Auditor General’s 
report identified a $46.6 million write 
down in expenditure on the Gawler 
Line Modernisation Project. The 
department assessed that costs 
totalling $28.6 million incurred for 
the project between Salisbury and 
Gawler were deemed to be obsolete 
as well as a further $18 million in 
design, scoping, project supervision, 

tendering and mobilisation costs. 
This comes after the project was 
suspended for a third time with a 
new tentative start date of 2018/19. 
Additionally an independent review 
found that the Gawler train line 
provided better value for money 
and a ‘significantly higher level’ of 
economic benefit to passengers than 
the recently completed Seaford Line.

Gawler rail electrification assets 
written off after delay

“deemed to be obsolete”

amounT

Millions wasted on 
Gawler line debacle

10.

DeParTmenT 
PLANNING, TRANSPORT & 
INFRASTRUCTURE
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$39,377

DeParTmenT 
PREMIER & CABINET

Goran Roos, the former 
Thinker in Residence, now 
employed by the State 
Government as an Economic 
Development Board 
consultant, spent almost 
$40,000 in one two-month 
period in expenses billed to 
taxpayers. The bill included 
coffees, snacks, $50 tips to 
waiters, expensive meals, 
dry cleaning and a book 
on technology worth more 
than $500. In one week, 
he claimed almost $1,500 
for four restaurant meals 
including a bottle of Joseph 
Sparkling Red worth $124.

Top Government advisor’s 
excessive expenses bill

“in one week, he 
claimed almost 
$1,500 for four 
restaurant meals”

amounT

11.
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$623,900

DeParTmenT 
EDUCATION & CHILD 
DEVELOPMENT

11 empty former school sites are 
being maintained at a total cost per 
annum of $623,900. The schools, 
most of which are in Adelaide’s 
northern suburbs, were closed 
between 2009 and 2013 with almost 
all still on the market for sale.

“still on the 
market for sale”

maintenance cost for closed 
school sites

amounT

12.
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$2,100,000

$2.1 million in funding from the 
Building the Education Revolution 
fund was wasted on State 
Government primary schools that 
were closed soon after the various 
building works were completed. 

The costs included $850,000 for 
Houghton Primary School, $250,000 
for Yunta Rural School and $250,000 
for Loveday Primary School, Salt 
Creek Primary School received 
$250,000 as well as $250,000 for 
Tarpeena Primary School in the 
states South East.

“schools that 
were closed soon 
after the various 
building works 
were completed”

DeParTmenT 
EDUCATION & CHILD 
DEVELOPMENT

infrastructure funds wasted on 
state primary schools closing down

amounT

School funding wasted

13.
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$644,000,000

Originally billed at $1.7 billion, the New Royal Adelaide Hospital has suffered 
from a series of blowouts and set backs. The government has had to settle 
disputes with the consortium building the hospital ($49 million), and put in 
$417 million more for equipment, utilities and transition. The total extra cost 
to the taxpayer currently stands at $644 million with the opening being 
delayed by over seven months.

“The total 
extra cost 
to the 
taxpayer 
currently 
stands 
at $644 
million”

amounT

DeParTmenT 
SA HEALTH

14. new royal adelaide hospital 
blowout



LABOR WASTE WATCH 17

$46,500,500

Renovations to the Convention 
Centre costed an extra $46.5 million 
after its budget was increased 
from $350.32m to $396.82m. The 
extra funds will be taken from a 
future asset replacement account 
as well as being funded through a 
loan facilitated through the South 
Australian Finance Authority.

adelaide Convention 
Centre blowout

“the extra funds 
will be taken from 
a future asset 
replacement 
account”

amounT

15.

DeParTmenT 
PLANNING, TRANSPORT & 
INFRASTRUCTURE
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$500,000

Taxpayers are footing the bill for 
15 to 20 of the states most senior 
public servants to be given one on 
one mentoring through an ‘Executive 
Coaching Initiative.’ The cost of 
the program is estimated to be 
at least $500,000 and is targeted 
at executives who already earn in 
excess of $300,000.

An industry expert stated that the 
cost could increase further as the 
government was looking for a ‘Rolls 
Royce’ service.

Professional Development of 
senior Public servants

“targeted at 
executives that 
already earn in 
excess of $300,000”

DeParTmenT 
ALL DEPARTMENTS

amounT

16.
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$1,850,000

In 2011, the government scrapped its 
own plan for a $61 million upgrade 
of the city end of the O-Bahn route. 
Total costs for the scrapped plan 
totalled $1.85 million and included 
planning, engineering, consultants 
and other prepatory works.

Cancelled o-bahn project costs

“costs for the 
scrapped plan 
totalled $1.85 
million”

amounT

17.

DeParTmenT 
PLANNING, TRANSPORT & 
INFRASTRUCTURE
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$200,000

After Jim Hallion was replaced 
as the Chief Executive of the 
Department of Premier and Cabinet, 
he secured a five year contract to 
be the states Coordinator General. 
The role was previously part of his 
CE responsibilities and will now be 
done part time for 17 hours a week 
with a $200,000 salary. Mr Hallion’s 

successor Kym Winter-Dewhirst 
received a $125,000 payrise 
even though it did not include the 
Coordinator General duties. Mr 
Hallion still has the power of the 
Chief Executive with entitlements to 
a motor vehicle, salary sacrifice, and 
terms and conditions despite not 
running a department.

Part-time Coordinator General

“will now be 
done part time 
for 17 hours a 
week, with a 
$200K salary”

DeParTmenT 
PREMIER & CABINET

amounT

18.
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$1,270,000

Since 2011, hundreds of agency staff 
have shared in almost $1.3 million in 
bonus payments, some in excess of 
$100,000 for ‘superior’ or ‘above target’ 
performances.

This comes on top of generous salaries 
and conditions. At the same time 
SA Water has delivered the nations 
highest water prices to South Australian 
consumers and businesses at an 
average bill of $1362 per annum.

Since 2003, water prices have increased 
by 241 per cent.

sa water bureaucrat bonuses

“almost $1.3 million 
in bonus payments”

DeParTmenT 
SA WATER

amounT

19.
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$2,000,000

Even after a press release from 
Health Minister Jack Snelling stating 
‘I can’t ask community groups to 
forgo government assistance and at 
the same time justify spending $2 
million on funding new public art,’ the 
art project at the New Royal Adelaide 
Hospital is continuing to go ahead. 

The revelations came out when 
a spokesman for the building 
consortium was questioned during 
a parliamentary committee hearing 
stating that he had not received 
a direction not to proceed with 
acquiring the artwork. The spending 
on the artwork also comes after 
the hospital project has blown out 
by over $600 million from original 
estimates.

“had not received a direction not to 
proceed with acquiring the artwork”

amounT

DeParTmenT 
SA HEALTH

20. new royal adelaide hospital 
artwork
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$2,947,700

The government spent $3 million 
of taxpayer’s money spruiking its 
changes to the health system. These 
changes include the closure of the 
Repatriation General Hospital, the 
Hampstead Rehabilitation Centre as 
well as the closure of hospital beds. 

The money was spent on $1.7 million 
worth of media advertisements, 
$490,000 worth of pamphlets and 
$757,000 for public engagement 
activities. The spending comes at 
the same time as the government is 
cutting $422.8 million from the overall 
health budget.

advertising bill for 
Transforming health cuts

“comes at the same time 
the government is cutting 
$442.8 million from the 
overall health budget”

DeParTmenT 
SA HEALTH

amounT

21.
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$7,100,000

The State Government spent almost 
$90,000 a week cleaning the homes 
of Housing Trust tenants. The costs 
include clearing piles of rubbish, 
dead animals and human excrement. 
Over 5,000 homes were cleaned at 
an average cost of $788 per home. 
This comes at the same time as 
the waiting list for people to get into 
Housing Trust homes sits at over 
20,000.

housing sa cleaning costs

“Over 5,000 
homes were 
cleaned at an 
average cost of 
$788 per home”

DeParTmenT 
COMMUNITIES & SOCIAL 
INCLUSION

amounT

22.
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$2,155,000

Figures obtained through freedom of information show that the government 
is spending $1.632 million renting office space that is sitting vacant. This 
includes $860,000 for 160sqm in the CBD, $210,000 in lease fees on a 
property in Keswick and $100,000 for space in Netley. Additionally the 
government is forgoing $523,000 in rent on property that is owned by the 
State Government but also sitting idle.

rent paid on empty office space

“spending 
$1.632m renting 
office space that is 
sitting vacant”

DeParTmenT 
PLANNING, TRANSPORT & 
INFRASTRUCTURE

amounT

23.
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$30,000,000

The Labor Government admitted 
to a blowout of $30 million when 
announcing the site for the second 
Adelaide High School campus. The 
original election promise was costed 
at $85 million with the new proposal 
coming in at $115 million. The 
second campus is also to be housed 
in a second hand university building 
as opposed to a brand new facility 
as originally outlined.

“The original 
election 
promise was 
costed at $85 
million”

amounT

DeParTmenT 
EDUCATION & CHILD 
DEVELOPMENT

24. $30 million blowout to second 
adelaide high school campus
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$226,000

A website set up to promote 
science and technology careers was 
dumped only one year after having 
been set up. The website cost at 
least $226,000 with the government 
refusing to reveal the full value of the 
contract with the web developer. 
The then Minister Grace Portolesi 
spruiked the site as ‘featuring the 
latest in social interactivity’ but these 
features were not transferred over 
to a separate site after it was shut 
down.

education website shut down 
after one year

“the government 
refusing to reveal 
the full value of 
the contract”

DeParTmenT 
EDUCATION & CHILD 
DEVELOPMENT

amounT

25.
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$550,000

Evidence provided to the 
Parliament’s Economic and Finance 
Committee found that $550,000 was 
spent on consultation on emergency 
services reform. The reform process 
was scrapped after various sector 
organisations including the Country 
Fire Service Volunteers Association 
passed motions of no confidence in 
Minister Tony Piccolo.

“passed 
motions of no 
confidence in 
Minister Tony 
Piccolo”

amounT

DeParTmenT 
SAFECOM

26. sa emergency services reform 
‘reset’
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$500,000

Chief Executive of the Department 
of Premier and Cabinet, Kym Winter-
Dewhirst, is spending $500,000 
upgrading offices for the fourth time 
because the office building was ‘a 
thoroughly depressing place’. This 
comes after former Chief Jim Hallon 
spent a reported $300,000 and prior 
to that Warren McCann and Chris 
Eccles spent a combined $246,000 
refitting the same office space.

“$500,000 
upgrading 
offices for the 
fourth time”

amounT

DeParTmenT 
PREMIER & CABINET

27. Fourth Chief executive, fourth 
office upgrade
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$11,000,000

The cost of maintaining the states 
desalination plant has blown out to 
$41 million from the original estimate 
of $30 million. The $1.8 billion 
plant at Port Stanvac has been 
responsible for a doubling of water 
bills with its minimum production 
levels costing $1 per litre compared 
with 23 cents for Mount Lofty water 
and 44 cents for River Murray water.

“maintaining 
the states 
desalination 
plant has blown 
out to $41 
million”

amounT

DeParTmenT 
SA WATER

28. Desalination Plant maintenance 
blowout
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$150,000

In the 12 months to May 2015, 
Minister Leon Bignell spent 
$150,000 on international 
travel. The jet setting MP 
visited London, China, Hong 
Kong, the US and Glasgow. 

Whilst in Britain the Minister 
dined with his advisor at the 
Rutland Hotel at a cost of 
$248.77 including a $130 
bottle of Catena Alta Malbec 
Argentinian wine. In response 
to questioning on the wine he 
said that he was promoting 
South Australia and ‘checking 
out the competition.’

“Minister Leon Bignell 
spent $150,000 on 
international travel”

amounT

DeParTmenT 
OFFICE OF MINISTER BIGNELL

29. minister bignell’s $150K travel bill 
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$740

Minister Bignell spent $740 on 
limousine services whilst on a trip 
to see the National Rugby League 
grand final. The costs included a 
$426 charge to take him to the oval 
and wait whilst he watched the 
match. 

This comes on top of revelations 
that the Minister spent $75 on a 
limousine trip to the AFL final instead 
of walking the 1.4km distance. By 
comparison, a taxi was estimated to 
have cost $8-$9.

“$426 charge 
to take him to 
the oval and 
wait whilst he 
watched the 
match”

amounT

DeParTmenT 
OFFICE OF MINISTER BIGNELL

30. bignell refuses to walk 1.4km
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$9,000,000

A failure to budget for forecasted 
prisoner numbers has seen an 
estimated cost blowout of $9 
million as the Correctional Services 
department struggles to cope with 
demand. The costs are incurred 
through the use of more expensive 
‘surge’ beds such as infirmaries 
or police cells at the City Watch 
House, Sturt and Holden Hill police 
stations. This comes after the 
government scrapped the building 
of a new men’s and women’s prison 
at Mobilong paying $10.5 million in 
compensation to the three bidders 
vying to develop the project.

“This comes after the government 
scrapped the building of a new men’s 
and women’s prison at Mobilong”

amounT

DeParTmenT 
CORRECTIONAL SERVICES

31. Correctional services blowout
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$120,000

Documents released under freedom of information laws reveal that the 
government spent $120,000 sending letters to pensioners warning of the 
removal of council rate concessions, only to reinstate the payment months 
later. 

Edits to the early drafts of the letter, sent to 180,000 pensioners, showed 
that the government was always going to provide the pensioner concession. 
Additionally, a letter sent to a constituent by Speaker Michael Atkinson 
admitted that it was ‘probably impossible’ for the State Government to cease 
paying the annual concession.

“The 
government 
was always 
going to 
provide the 
pensioner 
concession”

amounT

DeParTmenT 
PREMIER & CABINET

32. $120K concessions letter cost
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$25,042

Answers to questions revealed that public servants have been stockpiling 
leave and in one instance had accrued up to 109 days in annual leave. This 
comes despite the Public Sector Employment Commissioner Erna Raineri 
admitting this was not in line with departmental policies which only allow up 
to two years of accruals.

Only four departments provided answers to the questions. Additionally some 
public servants are sitting on large long service leave nest eggs with one 
Department and Cabinet employee accruing 468 days at a current cost of 
$521,000.

“in one instance had accrued up to 
109 days in annual leave”

amounT

DeParTmenT 
ALL DEPARTMENTS

33. Public servant nest eggs
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$236,000

Taxpayers are spending $236,000 
on rent for five empty police stations. 
Stations at Malvern, Newton, 
North Adelaide, Blakeview and 
Tea Tree Gully were closed but the 
government continues to pay leasing 
fees on the sites. Some of the closed 
sites were election promises made 
by the Labor Government in the lead 
up to previous elections.

“Taxpayers 
are spending 
$236,000 on 
rent for five 
empty police 
stations”

amounT

DeParTmenT 
SAPOL

34. Costs of empty police stations
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$7,000

Despite noting that a return trip 
upgrade to business class was not 
in line with the public service’s own 
policies in regards to travel, the then 
Minister Tom Kenyon approved the 
upgrade, worth $7,000.

The reason given by the now retired 
Chief Executive Geoff Knight as to 
why the upgrade was necessary was 
so that the public servant could keep 
the Chief Executive company at the 
front of the plane.

“so that the public 
servant could keep 
the Chief Executive 
company at the 
front of the plane”

amounT

DeParTmenT 
STATE DEVELOPMENT

35. Public servant’s $7,000 
taxpayer trip
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$80,000

The Courts Administration Authority 
specially built a room costing 
$80,000 to store criminal intelligence, 
but it has never been used for its 
intended purpose, and is not likely 
to be. The costs include $78,000 
to build the room as well as $900 
security clearences for seven staff.

“it has never 
been used for 
its intended 
purpose”

amounT

DeParTmenT 
COURTS ADMINISTRATION 
AUTHORITY

36. $80K for an empty room
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$80,000

In the 12 months to April 2015, 
senior government leaders 
and bureaucrats have spent 
almost $80,000 on dining and 
entertainment.

This included a ‘celebratory 
lunch’ hosted by the Environment 
Department, after their budget 
had been cut by 40 per cent. 

“spent almost 
$80,000 on 
dining and 
entertainment”

amounT

DeParTmenT 
ENVIRONMENT, WATER & 
NATURAL RESOURCES

37. Taxpayer Dining
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$50,000,000

Leaked cabinet documents show 
that the government wasted in 
excess of $50 million buying electric 
trains that it does not need. The 
trains were bought to run on the 
Gawler line which has had its 
electrification delayed three times.

The wasted costs include five 
trains at $10 million each as well 
as maintenance and other service 
contracts over a ten year period.

The Gawler line electrification is set 
to start again in 2018 but only to 
Salisbury station.

“The wasted 
costs include 
five trains at $10 
million each ”

amounT

DeParTmenT 
PLANNING, TRANSPORT & 
INFRASTRUCTURE

38. $50m train oversupply

$50m train oversupply
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$110,000

Opposition investigations revealed that two departmental CEO’s from the 
Health and Education portfolios received excessive pay rises. The CEO’s 
were labelled as two of the worst performing after presiding over failed IT 
projects, child protection failures and cost blowouts.

SA Health’s David Swan received an increase of $67,269 to $500,000 and 
Tony Harrison from the Department of Education and Child Development 
was bumped up by $51,675 to $450,000. This comes at the same time as 
the government is seeking to cap pay rises across the public service. 

“The CEO’s were labelled as two 
of the worst performing ”

amounT

DeParTmenT 
FAMILIES SA & SA HEALTH

39. Fat cat pay rises
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$395,000

Former CEO of Renewal SA Fred 
Hansen, who was sacked in 
2014, was given $10,000 by the 
government, in addition to his 
$385,000 payout, to move to the 
US. Mr Hansen presided over the 
controversial Gillman land deal and 
was later found by ICAC to have 
engaged in maladministration. The 
ICAC found that ‘Mr Hansen did not 
perform his role as chief executive 
of the Urban Renewal Authority to 
a standard expected of a person in 
that position.’

“given $10,000 by 
the government, 
in addition to his 
$385,000 payout, 
to move to the US ”

amounT

DeParTmenT 
RENEWAL SA

40. Golden handshake
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