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Stephen Kinnock MP  
June 2018 Newsletter 

A S t rong  Vo i ce  Fo r  Abe ravon  

EEA-BASED BREXIT IS THE ONLY VIABLE OPTION 

In my speech in the Chamber , I set out why an EEA-

based Brexit is the only viable option: it balances 

sovereignty and prosperity, reforms free movement, and 

is ready-made model that would re-unite our deeply 

divided country. I've been banging this drum for 18 

months and I'll keep going! https://bit.ly/2HNBoEK 

 

https://bit.ly/2HNBoEK


 

GOVERNMENT OUTRAGEOUSLY PLOUGHING AHEAD WITH BOUNDARY 

REVIEW BASED ON ELECTORAL REGISTER WITH MILLIONS MISSING 

I challenged the Leader of the House over the millions 

missing from the electoral register that is being used to 

draw up the new constituency boundaries. It's 

outrageous that the government is ploughing ahead with 

a boundary review on the basis of the 2015 electoral 

register, thus omitting the 2.1 million people who have 

registered to vote since then. Blatant abuse of 

democracy.  https://bit.ly/2LBSTL4 

URGENT QUESTION ON STEEL TARIFFS 

I asked the Trade Secretary what steps he is taking to 
appeal to the US Congress members whose states will be 
most affected by the inevitable job losses that Trump's 
tariffs will cause, & whether he will address the APPG on 
steel on the wider actions he is taking. 

You can watch the exchange at https://bit.ly/2LYMh9K 

COMMITTEE FOR EXITING THE EUROPEAN UNION HEARS ABOUT 

CITIZENS’ RIGHTS 

The Committee for Exiting the European Union heard from British 

Immigrants living in Luxembourg (BRILL), British in Europe; British in 

Germany, EuroCitizens Spain,  and Remain in France Together 

(RIFT). I asked about the free movement of people across the 

European Union for UK citizens living on the continent.   

https://bit.ly/2Jy0WHv 

GOVERNMENT MINISTERS APPEAR BEFORE COMMITTEE FOR 
EXITING THE EU TO ANSWER QUESTIONS ABOUT THE 

PROGRESS OF UK—EU NEGOTIATIONS 

2019 will be a year of huge political and institutional 
'churn' in Brussels, with European Parliament elections in 
May and a new Commission taking office in autumn. 
Substantial talks on the future (post-transition) 
relationship will therefore only start in earnest in autumn 
2019. I asked how the government is planning to respond 
to the dramatically squeezed time frame and severely 
reduced leverage that this will cause? https://bit.ly/2ITT8n9 

COMMITTEE FOR EXITING THE EUROPEAN UNION FOCUSES ON 

SCIENCE, RESEARCH AND HIGHER EDUCATION 

The Committee for Exiting the EU heard about the impact 

of Brexit on science, research and higher education. I 

asked them about how Brexit had affected the dynamic 

of the relationship between UK and EU institutions, and 

the UK's ability to shape Framework Programme 9, the 

EU's future research and innovation programmes.  

https://bit.ly/2L2Geji 
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PORT TALBOT AFAN WOMEN’S AID 

I paid a visit to Port Talbot Afan Women’s Aid to see the 
sterling work they do to help vulnerable women in our 
community. The refuge is a great facility providing a safe 
environment for women. We discussed problems the 
women are experiencing with housing and Universal 
Credits. https://bit.ly/2kDRNT3 

VISIT TO GROES PRIMARY 

It was great to visit Groes Primary and meet their dedicated and 

passionate Head Teacher Kate Key. Kate and her team have done a 

tremendous job moving the school out of the ‘red’ category. The 

pupils have been learning about democracy and how parliament 

works. They asked some searching  questions about what it’s like 

being an MP and my work in the constituency as the local Member 

of Parliament. https://bit.ly/2L9nHBS 

VISIT TO COEDFFRANC PRIMARY  

I paid a visit to Coedffranc Primary and had a good chat with 

Headteacher Geraint Jones and Chair of Governors Steven James, 

about the work the school has done to turn itself around from 

being a ‘red’ category school to a ‘yellow’ category school. The staff 

are enthusiastic and passionate, with a huge emphasis placed on 

well-being and community involvement, all with the aim of 

developing independent, enthusiastic, confident and valued 

learners. https://bit.ly/2GYxjx7 

DEMENTIA FRIEND TRAINING 

I, along with some of my office team, underwent 

dementia friend training, where we learnt more about 

how dementia affects people and the need to be more 

patient and understanding of people who are suffering 

from dementia. I also pledged to join the All Party 

Parliamentary Group on dementia.  

https://bit.ly/2xmiepn 

News from Aberavon  

CS JUDO CLUB 

I recently visited CS Judo Club for their Wednesday 

evening class at the Llandarcy Academy of Sport. I was 

really impressed by the work they do with young people. 

Instructors Julian Alexander, Steven Blackwell and 

Sheena Jones, are doing a fantastic job with the CS Judo 

Club. https://bit.ly/2Jemrgi 

TAIBACH DOOR KNOCKING 

It was great to be out and about in the Taibach Ward  chatting to 

local residents with local councillors Anthony Taylor, Rachel Taylor 

and other party members.  

https://bit.ly/2kDRNT3
https://bit.ly/2L9nHBS
https://bit.ly/2GYxjx7
https://bit.ly/2xmiepn
https://bit.ly/2Jemrgi


 

GLYNCORRWG RIVER FESTIVAL 

Glyncorrwg was the idyllic setting for the River Festival on 

the weekend as it basked in the early summer sunshine. 

There was a great atmosphere there with plenty to do 

including falconry and pond dipping, there was live music 

and demonstrations from the police and fire brigade. It was 

great to meet the legendary Iolo Williams who opened the 

festival, and well done to all those who worked hard to 

organise the event, it was a roaring success!  

https://bit.ly/2xKNYVl 
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 1 2 1 SECURITY 

I paid a visit to 121 Security who are based on the Baglan 

Energy Park and have over 20 years in the electronic 

security industry. They are a state of the art security 

company offering bespoke security solutions for 

commercial and residential properties across South 

Wales. They can offer services like CCTV systems, 

intruder alarms, access control and door entry and fire 

protection and risk assessment. On the visit they 

showed me some of the products they have to offer.  

https://bit.ly/2JbN1ux 

NPT HOPSITAL FETE 

I had a great morning at the 50th annual hospital fete. 

The fete was opened by Max Boyce MBE who 

commended the excellent work Vicky Weekes and the 

fete’s supporters have done over the years in raising 

money for the hospital. 

News from Aberavon  

LEFTFIELD ENVIRONMENTAL LTD 

I visited Leftfield Environmental Ltd a high tech small 
company comprising of a group of industry leading 
specialists with many years of experience within all 
aspects of asbestos related consultancy and testing 
activities. It was interesting to speak with the team at 
Leftfield about the services they offer, including 
identifying, surveying and testing asbestos. They are 
keen to raise awareness of asbestos in the community 
and are hoping to expand the business.  
https://bit.ly/2szE045 

ABERAVON QUIZ NIGHT 

We had a fantastic Aberavon Constituency Labour Party 

pub quiz night at Briton Ferry Working Men’s Club, quiz-

mastered by the legendary Kevin Maguire. A cracking 

night, with some tough questions, some ridiculous 

answers and some good laughs...!  

https://bit.ly/2xKNYVl
https://bit.ly/2JbN1ux
https://bit.ly/2szE045


 

MILLENNIFEST CONFERENCE IN CARDIFF 

I spoke with young social leaders and activists at 
Common Vision UK's Millennifest in Cardiff about the 
importance of their work, and set them the challenge of 
using their skills and energy to unite Brexit Britain.  
 
You can read my speech online at https://bit.ly/2J17cLw 

 TRUMP’S TARIFFS ARE SCATTER-GUN AND UTTERLY 

SELF-DEFEATING 

Donald Trump’s scatter-gun decision to impose 25% tariffs on 

British steel are utterly self-defeating. George Bush introduced 

similar tariffs than these back in 2002 and it cost over 200,000 US 

jobs. Theresa May must now listen to the UK Steel sector and get 

behind the Steel Sector Deal by cutting our uncompetitive energy 

prices, because doing so would mean increased production, 

investment and jobs in the British steel industry.  https://bit.ly/2JldIct 

TIDAL LAGOON LETTER 

I, along with Carolyn Harris MP, wrote to Claire Perry MP, 

Minister of State at the Department for Business, Energy 

and Industrial Strategy, calling for an urgent meeting to 

discuss the reports that the Government is set to reject 

the Swansea Bay Tidal Lagoon.  You can read my letter 

online:  https://bit.ly/2sFw2q7 
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SERIOUS CONCERNS ABOUT INDICATIONS THAT THE UK 

GOVERNMENT IS PLANNING TO REJECT THE SWANSEA BAY 

TIDAL LAGOON 

If reports that the Government are to reject plans to 
build a tidal lagoon in Swansea Bay are true, it is 
absolutely devastating news for Aberavon. After months 
of the UK Government prevaricating on this decision, 
and more than a year after the Hendry Review backed 
the project, it’s looking increasingly like the government 
may have bottled it.  
For my full statement visit https://bit.ly/2HkxJ0P 

ROSNEFT LETTER 

I wrote to the Financial Conduct Authority calling on 
them to reconsider the legitimacy of Russian oil major 
Rosneft’s listing on the London Stock Exchange. It 
damages public trust in our institutions when an 
organisation based on assets acquired unlawfully can 
benefit from the City of London. Rosneft is not just a tool 
of Russian foreign policy: it’s built on property brutally 
expropriated from the Yukos Oil Company.  
https://bit.ly/2sIqMSL 

Political Digest 
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CHANNEL 4 NEWS: STEEL TARIFFS 

After it was announced that the US would impose tariffs 
on steel and aluminium, I was interviewed on Channel 4 
News and spoke about Donald Trump’s blunderbuss 
approach to trade is utterly reckless.  
 
You can watch the interview on https://bit.ly/2MiWgXB 

 DAILY POLITICS SHOW: EEA LORDS VOTE 

In the wake of the EEA Lords vote I was interviewed on the Daily 

Politics Show.  I spoke about how there is fantasy thinking from the 

Government over Brexit, you cannot be out of the customs union 

and single market and have frictionless trade across the Irish 

border https://bit.ly/2t4nlW3  I also spoke about how the Lords 

amendment has finally given the EEA the attention it deserves. For 

over 18 months I've been saying the EEA is the right place for the 

UK to go. It would mean leaving the EU but doing it in a way that 

doesn't wreck the British economy. https://bit.ly/2JzVAvo 

DAILY POLITICS SHOW: ARRON BANKS 

I appeared on the Daily Politics Show to talk about the 

Electoral Commission and Arron Banks. We need 

answers to the questions that are circulating around Mr 

Banks’ links to the Russian government. We need the 

police to look in to this because the Electoral 

Commission are simply toothless 

https://bit.ly/2JMv70Y 
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BBC RADIO 4: ARRON BANKS 

I spoke with BBC Radio 4 about the need for Leave.EU 
donations from Arron Banks and his links to the Russian 
government to be forensically investigated. The Met told 
me they’d only get involved if Electoral Commission (EC) 
asked them to, this has not happened. The EC is not fit 
for purpose, this must now become a police matter as 
they have far greater investigation capabilities.  
https://bit.ly/2JAnMye 

LEWISHAM BY ELECTION 

It was great to be down in Lewisham, campaigning for 
our brilliant candidate Janet Daby. We has a great 
response on the doorstep, fantastic team of activists, 
and not a drop of rain!  

Political Digest 

https://bit.ly/2MiWgXB
https://bit.ly/2t4nlW3
https://twitter.com/hashtag/EEA?src=hash
https://bit.ly/2JzVAvo
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SHARP END: BREXIT VOTE 

I went head to head  with Brecon and Radnorshire MP, 
Chris Davies, on ITV's Sharp End. I argued that the EEA is 
the only realistic, sensible option. We leave the EU, 
respecting the democratic result, in a way that doesn't 
destroy thousands of jobs and livelihoods of people 
were are elected to represent. EEA strikes the right 
balance between sovereignty and prosperity.  
 
You can watch on https://bit.ly/2JCTKtC 

 WORLD CUP  

I called for England players to make a statement  at the 

world cup  over the Russian regime. We should think 

creatively about what we might be able to do to send a 

message.  It would great if they were able to say 'we're 

here in Russia now, but what's happened on the streets 

of the United Kingdom raises concerns for all of us. An 

attack on one is an attack on all.  https://bbc.in/2HFHrej 
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WHY I AM DEFYING MY PARTY WHIP AND VOTING FOR THE 

LORDS BREXIT AMENDMENT 

In the Independent I wrote about why I defied the Party 
whip and voted in favour of the Lords amendment which 
instructs the government to negotiate a European 
Economic Area-based Brexit. For well over 18 months 
now I’ve been arguing that an EEA-based Brexit is the 
only option that would enable us to both respect the 
result of the referendum without wrecking the hobs and 
livelihoods of the people that we were elected to 
represent.   
You can read my article on https://bit.ly/2t3bLdu 

BBC WALES LIVE: EEA VOTE 

On BBC Wales Live , I set out why for last 18 months I've 

been calling for an EEA-based Brexit. Tens of 1000s 

Welsh jobs depend on frictionless trade with the EU. EEA 

is ready-made model offering sovereignty, prosperity & 

certainty. Time for abstaining has long passed.  

You can watch on https://bit.ly/2t3Kk3a 

GOOD MORNING WALES: EEA VOTE 

On Good Morning Wales, I spoke about if mainstream 
MPs leave a vacuum, then we’re opening the door to the 
populists, nationalists and fantasists. Only an EEA-based 
Brexit offers a clear vision and plan that can re-unite our 
deeply divided country. The time for abstaining has long 
passed.  You can listen to the interview on https://
bit.ly/2t9c9qO 

Political Digest 
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Stephen’s Next Surgery 

Contact Stephen 
My office is open Monday - Thursday between 10am and 1pm for a drop-in 

advice surgery with a caseworker.  

Outside of these times you can call to make an appointment. 

A:  Unit 7, Water Street Business  Centre, 

 Water Street, Port Talbot, SA12 6LF 

T: 01639 897660 

E: stephen.kinnock.mp@parliament.uk 

W: www.stephenkinnock.co.uk 

StephenKinnock 

@SKinnock 

stephen_kinnock 

As your MP, I’d like to stay in touch and hear your views. 

You can visit my website to sign up to my mailing list: 

www.stephenkinnock.co.uk 
I send out a monthly newsletter and may also contact you to  

ask for your opinion on issues that may be important to you. 


