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News from the Commons 

Steel 

I was drawn to ask a question about industrial policy in BIS questions, and I was able to follow up with a question on the steel 

industry. The full exchange can be seen here: 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150915/debtext/150915-0001.htm#15091539000343 
 

I also made a contribution in Welsh Questions where I asked the Secretary of State to address the need for urgent action to 

help the steel industry reduce its energy cost. Full details are available here: 

http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/urgent_action_is_now_required_to_help_the_steel_industry_to_reduce_its_energy_costs  
 

I contributed in a Debate secured by my colleague, Anna Turley, Member of Parliament for the steel Constituency of Redcar, 

and stressed the urgency of the need for the Government to give the its fullest support to the beleaguered steel industry in 

these difficult times. My contribution can be read here: 

http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/

it_is_10_minutes_to_midnight_for_the_steel_industry_the_future_of_this_vital_foundation_industry_is_hanging_by_a_thre

ad 

 

Parc Slip Open Cast 

 

I spoke in a debate tabled by my neighbouring MP, Madeleine Moon, and raised questions about the serious health and safety 

issues at the Parc Slip site. I urged the Government to take urgent action to address this serious threat to the health and safety 

of local residents. My full contribution to the debate can be viewed here: 

 

http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/stephen_raises_open_cast_questions 

 

I also met with Andrea Leadsom MP, Minister of State in the Department of Energy and Climate Change, along with my col-

leagues Huw Irranca-Davies MP and Madeleine Moon MP, in a private meeting to raise these serious concerns. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150915/debtext/150915-0001.htm#15091539000343
http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/urgent_action_is_now_required_to_help_the_steel_industry_to_reduce_its_energy_costs
http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/it_is_10_minutes_to_midnight_for_the_steel_industry_the_future_of_this_vital_foundation_industry_is_hanging_by_a_thread
http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/it_is_10_minutes_to_midnight_for_the_steel_industry_the_future_of_this_vital_foundation_industry_is_hanging_by_a_thread
http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/stephen_raises_open_cast_questions
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News from the Commons 

Sustainable Development Goals 

 

I spoke in the House about the importance of sustainable development goals and the importance of combatting climate 

change. There is no longer any reasonable doubt about the validity of climate change and that human activity is responsible. 

In my speech I urged the Government to reverse cuts to renewable energy subsidies, invest in renewables infrastructure, 

attach climate change conditions to over sea aid directed to infrastructure projects, convene a global sustainability summit to 

develop a road map for public-private partnerships for sustainable growth and to reform companies legislation to ensure the 

articles of incorporation of any company includes a commitment to people, planet and profit. My full speech can be viewed 

here: 

http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/stephen_speaks_in_he_house_about_sustainable_development_goals 

Assisted Dying Bill 

 

I received a large volume of correspondence from con-

stituents, those both in favour of and opposing the Bill, 

asking me to vote on the Bill on September 11th. After 

much thought, I voted to support Assisted Dying as long 

as all the appropriate checks and safety measures are put 

in place. However, the Bill was defeated in the House 

after some impassioned debate on both sides, with 118 

MPs voting in favour and 330 against.  

Trade Union Bill 

 

Many constituents have contacted me asking that I vote 

against the Government’s Trade Union Bill and the proposals 

to allow the use of agency staff to replace striking workers. It 

goes almost without saying that I did oppose it. The Bill repre-

sents an insidious attack on the trade union movement. Taking 

away someone’s right to strike removes what is often their 

last line of defence against unscrupulous employers, and al-

lows those employers to behave even less fairly to their work-

ers. The Bill would also restrict the amount of time trade un-

ion representatives can spend on helping their members in 

the public sector, and would stop the easy collection of trade 

union subscriptions via ‘check-off’, despite the costs involved 

being negligible.  

http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/stephen_speaks_in_he_house_about_sustainable_development_goals
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News from the Constituency 
Olga Bennett’s 100th Birthday 

 

I was honoured to be able to be able to join Olga Ben-

nett, along with five generations of her family and my 

Assembly colleague David Rees MP, to celebrate her 

100th birthday at Briton Ferry Jerusalem Baptist Church 

recently.  

http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/

olga_bennett_s_100th_birthday  

Cwmafan Rugby Club Lunch 

 

 

Great to have been invited to join members of Cwmavon 

Rugby Club at one of their regular Thursday lunches. Great 

conversation was had and friendships formed!  

Dic Penderyn March 

 

I was very pleased to have been able to join the Dic Penderyn on the 

9th August from Pyle to St Mary’s Church in Port Talbot where a me-

morial service was held. It was a great day, and we were lucky not to 

get rained on too much! Hats off to Steffan ap Dafydd for doing such 

a sterling job in organising the walk . 

 

Valley Crusaders 

It was great to meet the young players of the Valley Crusad-

ers, along with representatives of Hygrove Homes and Aggre-

gates UK, who worked together, along with the Swansea Val-

ley Cardiac Support Group, to secure sponsorship for the club. 

The team now have a great looking new kit, and I wish them 

the best of luck for the forthcoming season. 

 

Rhondda Tunnel Society 

Good to have been able to address a recent meeting of the 

Rhondda Tunnel Society. 

http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/olga_bennett_s_100th_birthday
http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/olga_bennett_s_100th_birthday
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Garwen Trust Event 

I was very please to have been invited to chair an event host-

ed by the Garwen Trust in the Afan Argoed Visitors Centre to 

discuss tourism, employment and investment in the Upper 

Afan Valley. Ken Skates AM, Deputy Minister for Culture 

Sports and Tourism in the Welsh Government was in attend-

ance, at what proved to be a very productive event. 

 

Keep Wales Tidy Event 

Great to have been able to help out at the Keep Wales Tidy 

event at Sandfields Memorial Gardens on the 5th September. 

Some fun and games, and a litter pick of the local area. 

Surgeries 

I will be holding the following surgeries: 

September   

Friday 25th, Briton Ferry Community Hall, Shelone Road, SA11 2NS                                                    5.30-630 

Saturday 26th, Gwynfi, Miners Community Hall, Jersey Road, SA13 3TE                                             5.30-6.30 

October 

Friday 2nd, Port Talbot & Aberavon, Tesco                                                                                                5.30 –6.30 

Friday 9th, Glyncorrwg, Noddfa Community Centre, Dunraven Street, SA13 2RY                              5.30-6.30 

Friday 23rd, Bryn, Community Centre, Maesteg Road, SA13 2RY                                                          5pm-6pm 

Friday 30th, Skewen, Carnegie Hall, Evelyn Road, SA10 6LH                                                                   5.30-6.30 

November 

Port Talbot & Aberavon, Tesco                                                                                                                    5.30-6.30 

Baglan, Library, Laurel Avenue, SA12 8PA (tbc)                                                                                        5.30-6.30 

Margam, Bertha Road Community Centre, SA13 2AP                                                                              5.30-6.30 

Briton Ferry, Community Hall, Shelone Road, SA11 2NS                                                                         5.30-6.30 

December 

Friday 4th, Port Talbot & Aberavon, Tesco                                                                                                5.30-6.30 

Friday 11th, Skewen, Carnegie Hall, Evelyn Road, SA10 6LH                                                                 5.30-6.30 
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Political Digest 
Labour Leadership Elections 

The big news in the past few days has undoubtedly been Jeremy Corbyn’s stunning victory in the Leadership elections. With 

59% of the vote, he was far and away the clear winner with a huge mandate to lead the Party, and I congratulate him on his 

victory. 

I spoke to the Sharp End about this momentous victory, which can be seen here at 37 minutes: 

http://www.itv.com/walesprogrammes/sharp-end/sharp-end-september-14th-2015 
 

I also appeared on Daily Politics, which can be viewed here at 49 minutes in: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b06chkcs/daily-politics-14092015 
 

 Wales’ First Minister, Carwyn Jones has also offered his congratulations to Mr Corbyn, full details of what Carwyn Jones said 

can be read about here: 

http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/carwyn-jones-congratulates-jeremy-corbyn-10039780 

Whilst Jeremy Corbyn was not my preferred candidate, or the preferred candidate of the CLP, it is important to recognise that 

the Labour Party is more than the sum of it's parts, and we all need to pull together to ensure victories here in Wales in the 

forthcoming Assembly Elections, and nationally in 2020. Although I would have liked to have seen more women take the top 

jobs, I welcome the inclusion of so many talented female MPs in Jeremy Corbyn's Shadow Cabinet, and it's also good to see 

Wales represented so strongly, with Owen Smith, Nia Griffith and Chris Bryant all receiving positions. 

 

I also congratulate Yvette Cooper, Andy Burnham and Liz Kendall on their hard fought campaigns, and wish them well in their 

future careers. I have no doubt they will continue to work hard for the Labour movement and be valuable assets to our Party. 

Syrian Refugee Crisis 

Europe is experiencing a widening humanitarian crisis of enormous proportions as desperate Syrians flee their war-torn homes 

in search of help. Many constituents have written to me to express their sympathy with the refugees and urging the Govern-

ment to do more to welcome them in the UK. I, like them, could not help but be moved by the plight of those fleeing Syria, and 

I have written to the Prime Minister asking that Great Britain accepts more refugees. We have a proud history of offering assis-

tance to those in need, and I believe we have a moral duty to do more to help. I have also contacted Cllr Alun Thomas, Leader 

of the Council, to ask NPTCBC to commit to welcoming and supporting 10 refugee families in Neath Port Talbot. The South 

Wales Evening Post covered calls to councils throughout the Swansea Bay Region to commit to help here: 

 

http://www.southwales-eveningpost.co.uk/Councils-South-West-Wales-vow-play-welcome/story-27737609-detail/story.html 

http://www.itv.com/walesprogrammes/sharp-end/sharp-end-september-14th-2015
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b06chkcs/daily-politics-14092015
http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/carwyn-jones-congratulates-jeremy-corbyn-10039780
http://www.southwales-eveningpost.co.uk/Councils-South-West-Wales-vow-play-welcome/story-27737609-detail/story.html
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Chatham House Conference in Istanbul 

 

I was fortunate enough to be invited to attend the Chatham House Conference in Istanbul earlier this month. The Roundtable 

is an annual high-level meeting that aims to bring together a group of global leaders from the world of business, politics and 

civil society to discuss international issues of critical importance to global growth and security. The event this year had a partic-

ular focus on Syria, and I returned from Istanbul convinced that a UK military intervention against ISIL in Syria is not the right 

thing to do at this point in time. I believe that we have a genuine opportunity to ‘bring Iran in from the cold’ following the nu-

clear deal between Iran and the P5 + 1, and if we can do this effectively then I think that we can also persuade Tehran to aban-

don Assad. The top priority has to be to end the war in Syria, which has already led to the loss of 250,000 lives, and the dis-

placement of millions of people. It is Assad, and not ISIL, who is responsible for the war, so we must focus on dislodging him, as 

the first step towards finding a lasting peace. We can and should deal with ISIL, but only once we have dealt with Assad.   

   


