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News from the Commons 

Parliamentary Private Secretary                        

to Angela Eagle MP  

I am honoured to have been appointed Parliamentary Private Secretary 

(PPS) to Angela Eagle MP, our Shadow Secretary of State for Business, 

Innovation and Skills (BIS). 

A PPS is essentially the eyes and ears of a minister or shadow minister 

in the House of Commons, assisting them with policy in a specific area. 

I am greatly looking forward to using my background in business to help 

the Labour Party to re-engage and re-build its relationship with the 

business community. 

BIS is the lead department of government on the future of the steel 

industry. 

I am greatly looking forward to supporting Angela in her work inside 

and outside the Chamber, holding the government to account and 

sending a clear message that Labour is pro-business, but not pro-

business as usual. 

Welfare Changes And The Impact On Child Poverty 

Neighbouring MP, Carolyn Harris, secured a Westminster Hall Debate on the affect welfare changes would have on child poverty.  

This had been an issue that had caused great concern with me right from the off and why I had hosted a child poverty summit in 

July.  I was only too delighted to feed back from that summit into the debate. You can read my contribution online: 

http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/welfare_benefit_changes 

Steel—The Government Have Been Caught Asleep At The Wheel 

Steelmaking in the UK is at crisis point. The news that SSI, owners of the Redcar steel plant on Teeside, have gone into liquidation is a crushing blow to workers 

already devastated by the announcement that the plant is to be mothballed. SSI is clearly at fault here in terms of poor management and very weak contingency 

planning. However, it is equally clear that the UK government is guilty of a lack of engagement.  

So far the UK government has comprehensively failed to stand up for steel. This crisis has been approaching for months, yet the Government have blindly 

sleepwalked into the current position.  The Government must insist that steel is prioritised amongst the British cases awaiting the attention of the European 

Commissioner. The Minister must also firmly stand up for steel in Brussels, Beijing and Washington, and tackle the barriers being deployed by the US and Chinese 

Governments to prevent the fair access of British steel to the US and Chinese markets. 

Unfortunately the Steel Summit was little more than a talking shop. The Rotherham meeting was long on analysis and debate, but very short on solutions. There 

was no action plan whatsoever, apart from a promise to set up a few working groups.  

The Government’s failure to defend the UK steel industry in the strongest possible terms will have catastrophic results.   

http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/aberavon_mp_to_attend_summit_on_steel 

http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/too_little_too_late 

Fiscal Charter 

The fiscal charter is a political gimmick, and should be treated as such. The idea that 

any government can or should tie its hands on the macro-policy levers, regardless of 

what's happening in the real economy, is simply not realistic. 

The Charter does not really bring anything new or different to the table, so the vote 

was therefore rendered relatively meaningless, but I did vote against it. 

My view is that the issue is not how we vote, it's the messages that we send around 

this game-playing that matter.  

I think it's unfortunate, from a presentational point of view, that we have changed our 

stance since party conference, but these are finely balanced judgement calls.  

Redcar 

Anna Turley MP, who represents Redcar, secured an urgent debate in the Chamber and 

I was able to question the Minister on lobby strongly against the massive dumping of 

Chinese steel in our market.  

http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/redcar_coke_ovens 

http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/welfare_benefit_changes
http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/aberavon_mp_to_attend_summit_on_steel
http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/too_little_too_late
http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/redcar_coke_ovens
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News from the Constituency 

NSA Afan AGM 

 

 

 

 

In September I addressed the NSA Afan AGM speaking about community 

regeneration and volunteering. I emphasised the need to deal with the world as it is 

not as we would like it to be as we face yet more austerity and the need to foster 

civic pride. 

Port Talbot Parkway 

Great to visit Port Talbot Parkway with David Rees AM and to speak with Network Rail about the progress of 

improvements to the station. 

You never get a second chance to make a first impression, and our railway station has been due a makeover for 

many years. I am therefore absolutely delighted that this important project is nearing completion. The new bridge 

will provide a valuable service to travellers and will prove a great asset to our town. 

Not In Our Name 

A fantastic book – Not In Our 

Name - War Dissent In A Welsh 

Town - has been written by Philip 

Adam’s and it was great to attend 

the launch in Briton Ferry. Philip 

has put a huge amount of work 

into this book which records the 

courage of past generations to 

stand up for their beliefs. It is 

well worth a read, plus any profit from sales will be given to Briton Ferry 

Resource Centre. 

http://www.britonferrybooks.uk/notinourname.html 

Afan Angling 

 

                                       

 

 

 

Great to spend the morning with Afan Angling club to see the work they have done 

to improve the river and restore salmon levels. They have big plans to use angling 

as a tourist pull to the local area. 

NPT Credit Union 10th Anniversary 

Neath Port Talbot Credit Union celebrated its 10th 

Anniversary last month and I was delighted to attend 

the opening of their new offices in Neath and to cut the 

cake.  

Surgeries 

My remaining surgeries for 2015 are as follows: 

30 October, Skewen, Carnegie Hall 5:30pm-6:30pm 

6 November, Port Talbot, Tesco, 5:30pm-6:30pm 

13 November, Baglan, Community Centre, 5:30pm-6:30pm 

20 November, Margam, Bertha Rd CC, 5:30pm-6:30pm 

21 November, Briton Ferry, Community Hall, (TBC) 

4 December, Port Talbot, Tesco, 5:30pm-6:30pm 

11 December, Skewen, Carnegie Hall, 5pm-6pm  

Office Staff 

My Water Street Office has a new staffing line-up. Joining Rachel, Clive and 

Cari  are Sean Pursey and Jack Griffiths who have taken roles as 

Community Assistants. Sean will be helping with my community events and 

Jack will be concentrating on casework.  

http://www.britonferrybooks.uk/notinourname.html
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News from the Constituency 
Blue New Deal 

I was proud to share the success of Aberavon as a coastal community at the New Economics Foundation 

launch of the Blue New Deal in London. The event was designed to help develop a plan to promote our 

coastline and I took the opportunity to promote Aberavon’s beach, the Afan estuary, Brunel Docks 

regeneration and the Swansea Bay tidal lagoon. 

http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/aberavon_mp_praises_coastal_regeneration 

RSPCA Morning With An Inspector 

 I spent a morning with an RSPCA 

inspector accompanying him 

around the constituency inspecting 

complaints about poorly looked 

after animal. It was a real eye 

opening experience. 

http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/

aberavon_mp_stephen_kinnock_gets_an_insight_into_the_vital_work_of_the_rspca 

Noddfa Community Centre AGM 

 

 

 

 

It was great to address the Noddfa Community Centre AGM after my 

Glyncorrwg surgery. It is a year on since the community group took over 

running the facility so it was good to speak with them about the challenges 

they had overcome and the ones they are now facing. 

http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/noddfa_agm 

Swansea Bay Campus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The students had moved in earlier in September but it was fantastic 

to attend the official opening of the Swansea Bay Campus. This is a 

world class facility that will put Aberavon at the forefront of science 

and innovation, delivering world-leading and internationally excellent 

research across all disciplines – science, engineering, medicine, 

arts, humanities and social sciences.  

International Credit Union Day 

 

 

 

 

 

On International Credit Union Day I visited the Port Talbot branch of NPTCU. It was 

great to see the work that they do to help people to manage their finances and 

offering affordable credit and safe savings to members.  

Margam Railwaymen Annual Dinner 

Great to speak at annual 

Margam Railwaymen's function 

& meet ASLEF General Sec, 

officials & members. 

http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/aberavon_mp_praises_coastal_regeneration
http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/aberavon_mp_stephen_kinnock_gets_an_insight_into_the_vital_work_of_the_rspca
http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/aberavon_mp_stephen_kinnock_gets_an_insight_into_the_vital_work_of_the_rspca
http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/noddfa_agm
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Political Digest 
A New Nation  

In September I published my pamphlet A New Nation Building A United Kingdom of Purpose, Patriotism and Resilience. It is my 

‘starter for ten’ contribution to the debate that Jeremy has launched around the Party. In it I argue that the UK’s economic, social 

and constitutional foundations are cracking beneath our feet, and that the Labour Party now has a once-in-a-generation 

opportunity to set out a reform programme that is ambitious, radical, and built to last. 

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/stephenkinnock4aberavon/pages/135/attachments/original/1442840750/

A_new_nation_online_pdf.pdf?1442840750 

Conference 

I had a busy conference speaking at 10 

fringe events including on devolution with 

the Electoral Reform Society, lessons from 

Nordic countries for alternatives to 

austerity with the Centre Forum, Labour’s 

response to the rise of populism of the left 

with Demos, is tackling excessive pay anti-

business with the Smith Institute, Britain 

and Labour in 2020 with the New Statesman and Challenges facing Britain, 

Europe and the World with Chatham 

House.  

The press covered a number of the fringe 

events and you can read them on the 

links below: 

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/politics/
neil-kinnocks-son-says-united-6537036 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-34397255#_=_ 

 

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/news/politics/no-scottish-labour-revival-without-a-

second-independence-referendum-1.902481 

Labour Vs Lobby 

While at conference I played in the annual Labour vs Lobby football game where 

Labour MPs and their staff take on a team from the press lobby. Unfortunately we 

didn’t get the victory we all wanted over the press but a few good tackles went in.  

http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/
stephen_kinnock_mp_plays_labour_vs_lobby_football_match_to_support_breast_cancer_care 

We Must Not Go Back To Wilderness Years Of 1980s 

At the beginning of conference I wrote an article for the Sun on Sunday 

about the three things we need to do if Labour are to win in 2020. First we 

have to convince the electorate we can be trusted with the economy. 

Secondly we must reclaim patriotism and thirdly we have to show Labour is 

the only party that can deliver the radical changes needed to build a more 

resilient country. 

You can read the full article on my website 

http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/we_must_not_go_back_to_wilderness_years_of_1980s 

Winning the game of shadows 

I have written an article about Syria and military action. In it I argue that only 

proactive diplomacy can resolve this crisis.  

Neither of the two potential courses of military action currently being discussed 

will contribute to the strategic goal of delivering peace and stability in Syria: 

efforts to police an No Bombing Zone will almost certainly provoke a violent 

reaction from Russia and Iran, whilst air strikes against ISIS will only serve to 

bolster President Assad's position.  

There can be no doubt that the Syrian crisis is spiralling out of control, and that US 

and EU attempts to develop anything that remotely resembles a coherent approach 

have been woefully inadequate. But it is not too late. Now is the time for our 

government to step into the vacuum; now is the time for our Prime Minister to 

show some leadership, and to start engaging in pro-active diplomacy in Moscow, 

Tehran, Washington, Ankara and Riyadh; now is the time for a roadmap to peace 

and stability.                                                                                                      

http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/winning_the_game_of_shadows 

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/stephenkinnock4aberavon/pages/135/attachments/original/1442840750/A_new_nation_online_pdf.pdf?1442840750
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/stephenkinnock4aberavon/pages/135/attachments/original/1442840750/A_new_nation_online_pdf.pdf?1442840750
http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/politics/neil-kinnocks-son-says-united-6537036
http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/politics/neil-kinnocks-son-says-united-6537036
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-34397255#_=_
http://www.thecourier.co.uk/news/politics/no-scottish-labour-revival-without-a-second-independence-referendum-1.902481
http://www.thecourier.co.uk/news/politics/no-scottish-labour-revival-without-a-second-independence-referendum-1.902481
http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/stephen_kinnock_mp_plays_labour_vs_lobby_football_match_to_support_breast_cancer_care
http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/stephen_kinnock_mp_plays_labour_vs_lobby_football_match_to_support_breast_cancer_care
http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/we_must_not_go_back_to_wilderness_years_of_1980sC:/Users/morganscb/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/winning_the_game_of_shadows
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Media 

 

 

 

 

With the election of Jeremy Corbyn and our first conference with our 

new Leader I’ve done a couple of interviews including Westminster 

Hour, Jason Mohammad Show, Good Morning Wales and BBC Question 

Time in Cardiff. The topics of discussion have ranged from Trident, to 

the fiscal charter and the future of the Party 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b06g03vp 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b06bffs9 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b06h1t18 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b06h1t4z#play 

Renew, Not Retreat 

Following on from Conference and my article in the Sun I wrote 

a piece for Labour List about Labour needing to adapt to the 

world as it is, not go backwards. 

For me, the fundamental weakness in our last 5 years was that 

we talked a lot about what we were against, but said little about 

what we were actually for. We rightly expressed our outrage 

about growing inequality and injustice, but did not speak 

enough to people’s hopes or ambitions. The electorate didn’t 

understand our vision for society, because we didn’t really tell 

them what it was.   

You can read the full article online: 

 http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/renew_not_retreat 

Political Digest 

The time to renew, not to retreat 
 

In Progress Online I expanded on the arguments I made in my Sun 

and Labour List articles about the future of the Party and my 

pamphlet a New Nation. Arguing that we need to be more than just a 

protest group, we need to tell people what we stand for, what our 

aspirations for the country are and appeal not just to our core 

voters but also to the wider population. If we are to really make a 

difference to people’s lives then we need to be in power to make 

those changes 

 

Between 1997 and 2010 our appeal was broad, but ultimately it 

proved to be too shallow. Between 2010 and 2015 we narrowed our 

offer by prioritising issues like the bedroom tax and zero-hours 

contracts. This enabled us to deepen our support among certain 

sections of the electorate, but on 7 May we learned the hard way that 

a narrow offer is electoral suicide.                           

http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/the_time_to_renew_not_to_retreat 

Europe Champion 

The campaign to stay in the 

European Union was launched 

recently— Britain Stronger In 
Europe. It has cross party support 

and I, along with Chuka Umunna and Emma Reynolds have been 

named as Labour’s ‘champions’. 

It’s a clear choice: stronger economy, stronger leadership & 

stronger security or a leap into the dark.                           

http://www.strongerin.co.uk/ 

Stop The Tax Credit Cuts 

Labour has launched a campaign to stop the Tax Credit cuts. 

Instead of helping working people, the Tories are pushing 

through changes which will hit working families in the wallet.  

Tax Credits are designed to ensure that work pays. Cutting 

them undermines the value of work, and means penalising 

those who work hard day after day just to get by.  

You can sign up here— www.labour.org.uk/taxcredits 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b06g03vp
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b06bffs9
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b06h1t18
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b06h1t4z#play
http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/renew_not_retreat
http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/the_time_to_renew_not_to_retreat
http://www.strongerin.co.uk/
http://www.labour.org.uk/taxcredits

