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News from the Commons 

Steel 

The crisis facing the steel industry has dominated Parliament recently and I have been able to question the Minister and the Prime Minister on 

the matter.  I questioned the Prime Minister’s use of EU anti-dumping legislation and suggested we need to smarten-up our use of it to protect 

the UK industry.  http://bit.ly/1Od8jRx 

To the Minister, Sajid Javid, I emphasised the cost implications the closure of Redcar would have on the Treasury, costing hundreds of 

millions of pounds to secure the assets. http://bit.ly/1YexuYI 

The crescendo of this activity was a lobby of Parliament by the trade unions and workers 

before a full debate on the steel industry. Workers turned out in huge numbers and I was able 

to meet with them, including Port Talbot workers, outside Parliament before taking my seat in 

the chamber of the debate.  

Sadly the Government benches were not as well populated by MPs as college green was by 

the workforce. However I did speak in the debate and called for unilateral action to deal with 

the crisis. http://bit.ly/1SzkEjV 

Transforming Rehabilitation Programme 

I secured my first Westminster Hall Debate on the damaging 

effects the un-piloted changes to the probation service were 

having in terms of applying a false economy and the risk they 

pose to public safety.  http://bit.ly/1N8th77 

Corporate Economic Crime 

During a debate on the regulation of the financial services sector I 

argued the need for the banks to regain the trust of the British people 

and that everyone wanted to see a prosperous financial service sector 

but it must be properly regulated. http://bit.ly/1N8tneP 

Trade Union Bill 

It was great to be lobbied in Parliament by members of NPT Unison on the Government’s disgraceful trade union 

legislation. There was an overwhelming show of solidarity when trade union members lobbied Parliament,  sessions 

were arranged for different regions to meet with the relevant MPs in order to handle the huge numbers that had 

come to demonstrate their opposition.  

Following on from this came the debate in which I called for a more grown-up and constructive 

approach to industrial relations and highlighted the unnecessary and unfair levels of police 

scrutiny and control that pickets would be subjected to as a result of this legislation. The 

measures would also mean increased pressure on the police who are already stretched with 

Home Office cuts.  

Despite strong opposition to legislation that will take us back to the early days of the trade union movement the Bill passed 

its third reading in the House. http://bit.ly/1NqH2YQ 

Paris Attacks 

The tragic events in Paris will live long in the memory and our thoughts are with the victims and their families. 

Our response to this atrocity must be measured and thoughtful, I still stand by my comments in my article 

Winning The Game Of Shadows—military action alone will not deliver peace and stability.  

The attacks also reinforce the need for the UK to remain inside the EU. Now is not the time to cut and run, 

now is the time to stand shoulder to shoulder with our European partners. 

http://bit.ly/1Od8jRx
http://bit.ly/1YexuYI
http://bit.ly/1SzkEjV
http://bit.ly/1N8th77
http://bit.ly/1N8tneP
http://bit.ly/1NqH2YQ
http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/winning_the_game_of_shadows


November 2015                                                                                     2 

 

News from the Commons 

Backing £1 Feed In Tariff 

I am backing the solar industry’s £1 solar rescue 

plan which would protect the industry and the 40 

jobs it provides in Aberavon from the removal of 

the feed-in tariff all for the cost of £1 on your bills 

from 2019. 

Nye Bevan Blue Plaque 

Great honour to be present at the 

unveiling of a plaque to 

commemorate the 10 year period 

(1944-54) that Nye Bevan and Jenny 

Lee spent at Cliveden Place, 

Chelsea. It was in this house that our 

NHS was created and designed, and 

from this base that so many of the 

great transformations of the Atlee 

government were planned. It is truly 

fitting, therefore, that a blue plaque is fitted to the wall of this truly 

historic building. 

First Aid In Schools 

Great to support the Every Child A 

Lifesaver campaign to increase the 

number of children who know First 

Aid, such a vital life skill. 

Welsh Regiments 

It was a great honour to meet the 3 regiments 

of Wales in Parliament in the week leading up 

to Remembrance Sunday. These guys are 

from the Queen's Dragoon Guards. 

Women in Parliament 

I was delighted to address the Women In 

Parliament Global Forum about the need 

to increase the numbers of women in 

political leadership. 

Christian Aid                                  

Big Shift Campaign 

Time to move to a low carbon energy 

system. 

Tax Credits 

The Lords landed a heavy blow on the 

Government by voting to delaying the Tax 

Credit  cuts and compensate those 

affected in full. It was a huge victory for 

the Lords while at the same time 

increasing calls for a more democratic 

second chamber. 

British Council  

During a debate on funding for 

the British Council I argued that it 

plays such a crucial role in British 

diplomacy and building trust 

between Britain and the rest of 

the world. It is therefore vital it receives adequate funding to 

continue with this role, especially so given the horrific events in 

Paris. 

http://bit.ly/1WOuYuN 

http://bit.ly/1llqgno 

http://bit.ly/1GYczF3 

Police Funding Flaws 

Mike Penning, Minister for Policing, apologised to the House after it 

was revealed that the calculation for police funding had been made 

using incorrect data. It has delayed funding plans that were due to take 

effect in 2016/17. 

The way the Government has handled this whole process has been 

shambolic. Using the flawed calculations 31 of the 43 police forces in 

the UK would have lost money, with South Wales Police worse off by 

£15.5 million and Wales as a whole by £48.1 million.  

http://bit.ly/1Quh1hB 

http://bit.ly/1WOuYuN
http://bit.ly/1llqgno
http://bit.ly/1GYczF3
http://bit.ly/1Quh1hB
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News from the Constituency 
Invest in Harbour Way 

I recently chaired an investment roundtable at Tata offices, called by Associated British Ports, to discuss 

potential development opportunities on ABP land around Harbour Way. Discussions centred around 

developing the land as a manufacturing hub and utilising its proximity to the port, the M4 and Tata steel.  

Attended by representatives from business, the Council, NRW 

and  Government, the talks were very promising and are the first 

step towards potentially huge investment in the area and jobs. 

The roundtable was the result of two years of negotiations between myself, the CEO of ABP and the 

team at the steel works. 

Cuppa with Steve & Dave                                             

David Rees and I successfully held a coffee morning in Margam and 

Taibach with local councillors Rob Jones and John Rogers. It was an 

opportunity for residents to have a chat or to raise any issues. It was 

the first of many coffee mornings across the constituency with the next 

one in Briton Ferry on 21 November. 

Aggregate Industries 

 

 

 

 

Interesting visit to Aggregate Industries with Cllr Arthur Davies to 

learn about the wide range of construction materials they produce 

here in the Aberavon constituency. 

Pugh’s Colour Print 

 

 

 

 

Great to visit Pugh’s Colour Print on the Baglan Industrial Estate 

where the stationary for all 650 MPs is printed. 

Hungry Writer Book Launch 

 

 

 

                                                                                                        

Really enjoyed the Margam launch of The Hungry Writer with author 

Lynne Rees, plenty of wonderful tales from Lynne's childhood in Port 

Talbot, combined with some great (and mercifully simple!) cooking tips. 

BANG2 

Enjoyed Safer NPT & Sandfields 

Comp drama group performance of their 

Halloween & Bonfire drama, part of BANG 

2, which looks at issues young people 

encounter around Halloween & Bonfire 

night. 

Richard Burton 10k Race 

Really enjoyed the Richard Burton 10k in Cwmavon. I ran it in 51 

minutes - 2 minutes slower than last year. Twelve months older and 

slower, maybe? No, that can't be right; must've been the unseasonably 

warm weather we had this year…... 
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Eco-Park 

Along with David Rees I met with the Chief Executive of Orthios, the 

British company behind the proposed Eco-Park, to discuss their plans.  

The announcement came out of the blue during the Chinese 

President’s visit. 

The Anglesey plans are much further down the line than the Port Talbot 

plans and we won’t know much of the detail until the New Year. Though 

they are in the early stages, the plans are for a biomass plant with a fish 

and vegetable growing facility. They are significantly different from the 

Prenergy proposals and look to address the issues of the previous 

application including emissions, noise and visual impact. 

During the meeting I impressed on Orthios the need to actively engage 

with the local community by holding an open day where residents can 

see the proposals. 

News from the Constituency 

School Walk 

On a wet, windy and at 

times hailing Friday 

morning I walked with 

David Rees, Cllr Hugh 

James and friends along 

the route from Cwrt Sart 

to the new Ysgol Bae 

Baglan. It took us over 

an hour and having done the walk it is absolutely clear to me that 

transport needs to be provided for Cwrt Sart pupils who in 

September will be attending Ysgol Bae Baglan. Either a free bus 

or a heavily subsidised bus should be made available so that hard 

working families in Briton Ferry can afford to send their children to 

school. We cannot have children spending such a long time 

walking to school and then sitting in lessons in wet clothes. It is not 

good for learning or for school morale.   

I welcome the building of a 21st Century school, it is excellent that 

we are investing in our children’s future. However, the closure of 

Cwrt Sart is disruptive and measures need to be put in place to 

mitigate this disruption. http://bit.ly/1HZijOP 

Remembrance Sunday 

 

 

 

 

It was an honour and a privilege to take part, for the first time as the 

local MP, in the Remembrance Sunday services in Port Talbot and 

Briton Ferry. 

Kevin Maguire Dinner 

It was great to welcome the journalist and Mirror Associate Editor, Kevin 

Maguire, to Aberavon to speak to Labour party members and friends.  

Swansea Bay Tidal Lagoon—Delay 

The progress of the tidal lagoon is being delayed by Government 

investigations into the strike price and verification that other 

countries are interested. 

This is a new technology that has a huge amount of potential. But 

because it is new, by its very nature it’s not a bet you can make 

with 100 per cent certainty that the return on investment will be 

what it says in the business case.  

Given the jobs it creates and that it’s a green technology, in my 

view the balance of probabilities is that the project should go 

ahead.  

http://ind.pn/1Pzyt2A 

Jeremy Corbyn Visit To Swansea Bay Campus 

It was great to have Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn and Frist Minister 

Carwyn Jones visit Aberavon and see the new Bay Campus which 

opened its doors in September. The facility is state of the art and widely 

recognised as one of Europe’s leading knowledge economy projects 

blending research with industries like Tata, Rolls-Royce and BP. 

http://bit.ly/1HZijOP
http://ind.pn/1Pzyt2A
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Political Digest 

Wales Bill 

The Wales Bill put forward by the Government has been a hot topic for 

Welsh MPs. It is yet another example of the Government’s knee-jerk 

reaction to a constitutional question and a slap-dash attempt at fixing it. 

What is included in the legislation is a retrograde step which effectively 

gives Parliament a veto on legislation made in Wales. 

An Economy Of Purpose & Resilience 

I recently wrote an article for Progress Online 

about Labour and the economy, highlighting 

that we must first and foremost remind the 

British people that we are rooted in the here 

and now. When we talk about the economy 

these days virtually nobody is listening so until we win the war of 

ideas our policies will fail. Read the full article: 

http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/an_economy_of_purpose_and_resilience 

Check The Reality, Re-capture The Essence 

For the Institute of Welsh Affairs I wrote an article, 

based on my pamphlet, about the need to take 

stock of modern Britain and engage with an 

electorate that is markedly different from 20 or even 

30 years ago. To do this we need to regain trust on 

the economy, reclaim patriotism and demonstrate that we are the party 

that can deliver the radical change that is needed. 

http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/check_the_reality_re_capture_the_essence 

English Votes For English Laws 

The Government’s absurd ‘solution’ to the imbalances in the 

devolution settlement—English Votes For English Laws—was 

passed by  312 votes to 270.  Labour amendments were 

defeated. 

Ultimately what has been achieved by the Government is an 

incomprehensible mess, creating two tiers of MPs, some with the 

power to veto legislation and it seriously endangers the future of 

the Union.  

I am in favour of giving English regions the same say as Wales, 

Scotland and Northern Ireland have enjoyed for the last sixteen 

years—EVEL is not the answer. 

15 from ‘15 

I’ve taken part in a Q&A with the Huffington Post—15 questions to 15 

new MPs. I was asked a range of question from why I became involved 

in politics, to what I do to relax and why someone should visit Aberavon.  

http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/15_questions_with_stephen_kinnock 

House Magazine—Commons Diary 

For the early November edition of the House 

Magazine I wrote my 'Commons Diary' 

covering Westminster Hall debates on 

transforming rehabilitation and economic crimes, the trade union 

lobby of Parliament, the unveiling of a plaque for Aneurin Bevan 

and meeting three Welsh Regiments.  

http://bit.ly/1Qkn8F9 

Labour Movement For Europe—In Campaign  

Derek Vaughan MEP launched the 

European referendum ‘In’ campaign and 

I was delighted to speak at the launch 

about the effect leaving the EU will have 

on Wales and the need to engage in an 

all encompassing campaign, similar to 

the Scottish referendum, if we are to win 

the argument.  

Cameron Letters 

David Cameron’s letter to the leader of Oxfordshire County 

Council was shocking hypocrisy and exposed the Prime Minister 

for not really understanding the implications his own decisions 

have on ordinary people. Frontline services in Oxfordshire are no 

more important than those in Neath Port Talbot. If he was truly 

concerned then he should reconsider his austerity policy when the 

Chancellor announces his Spending Review later this month. 

European Scrutiny Committee  

I have been selected to sit on the European Scrutiny Committee, 

replacing Nia Griffith MP who has become our Shadow Secretary of 

State for Wales. The Committee assesses the legal and political 

importance of each EU document and decides which ones should be 

debated.   

One of the big topics of debate is the UK Government's renegotiation of 

EU membership: parliamentary sovereignty and scrutiny. 

http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/an_economy_of_purpose_and_resilience
http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/check_the_reality_re_capture_the_essence
http://www.stephenkinnock.co.uk/15_questions_with_stephen_kinnock
http://bit.ly/1Qkn8F9

