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Fourth Industrial Revolution 

I spoke in the debate on the Fourth Industrial Revolution in Parliament. 

The fourth industrial revolution, will completely transform the way we 

live and will be a defining period for our economy. 

We must shape and lead the fourth industrial revolution so that it 

delivers the society and economy we want for people all across our 

country. That requires a Government with a vision of what a fourth 

industrial revolution must look like in order to deliver the outcomes we 

need and a Government who have an industrial strategy that helps us 

get there. It requires a Government who take action and take control of 

our future.  Read my full speech at http://bit.ly/2cn5dwV 

Land Registry 

After campaigning to stop the sale of the Land Registry 

the Government has decided to put these plans on hold. 

This is welcome news but a full announcement scrapping 

the plans is now needed to reassure workforce. 

National Minimum Wage 

I was selected to sit on the Delegated Legislative 

Committee looking at National Minimum Wage regulation. 

I welcome the proposed increase in NMW but there is a 

need to tackle unscrupulous employers who fail to pay 

NMW currently, investment is needed in HMRC. 

Protect Workers’ Rights From Brexit 

I am supporting Melanie Onn MPs Bill to protect 

workers’ rights from the Brexit fallout. The Workers' 

Rights (Maintenance of EU Standards) Bill seeks to 

ensure that there is a floor of workers' rights below 

which no contract or employer can sink. This applies to 

rights such as protecting workers from redundancy if 

their company changes hands and measures to protect 

employee representatives against detrimental 

treatment for carrying out their role. You can support 

the Bill at http://bit.ly/2calcCx 

Chinese Dumping Of Steel 

It was astonishing that the Prime Minister failed to 

raise the illegal dumping of Chinese steel with the 

Chinese President when she met him in August.  

http://bit.ly/2cElv7Y 

Finance Bill 

I co-signed Caroline Flint’s amendment to the Finance Bill 

which was accepted by the Government at the beginning 

of September. The amendment empowers ministers to 

require large multinationals with a headquarters or 

substantial presence in the United Kingdom to publish 

headline information about their income, employment and 

taxes. A huge step towards cleaning up the world of 

corporate profit-shifting, shell companies and tax havens. 

Internet Coast 

I attended a very constructive meeting with Sir Terry 

Matthews on the Internet Coast idea for the Swansea 

Bay City Region.  

http://bit.ly/2cn5dwV
http://bit.ly/2calcCx
http://bit.ly/2cElv7Y


 

School Enrichment Programme 

I visited Cymer Afan Primary in August to see a great initiative to keep young people healthy and active during the 

holidays. The School Enrichment Programme support school children during their summer break with a programme 

of free school meals and fun activities.  

News from the Commons 
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Expansion Of Heathrow Is The Only 

Right Answer For The Economy Of 

Wales 

My question to the Transport Secretary on the 

impact of the expansion of Heathrow on Wales: 

The Prime Minister has claimed that she wishes to 

govern in the interests of the whole country. The 

expansion of Heathrow would deliver more than 

8,000 jobs for Wales and contribute more than £6 

billion to the growth of our economy. Does the 

Secretary of State agree that the expansion of 

Heathrow is the only right answer for the economy 

of Wales? http://bit.ly/2cKuvbj 

News from Aberavon 

Ministry of Furniture 

I visited the Ministry of Furniture during the recess 

break. It was good to chat with the management 

about how the business emerged from the ashes of 

the old Remploy business and to hear about their  

products which are used across the country. 

Aberavon Leisure and Fitness Centre 

I had guided tour of the new Aberavon Leisure and Fitness 

Centre with the Leader of the Council, Cllr Ali Thomas. 

This is a fantastic facility.  

http://bit.ly/2cKuvbj
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News from Aberavon 

Dewis 

Over the summer break I visited Dewis and spoke with 

service providers and users about the impact welfare 

changes were having. Dewis provide an invaluable 

specialist service to young people in the area. But cuts to 

the Local Housing Allowance put the very future of this 

service in doubt. I will raise the issue in Parliament.  

Aberavon Business Forum 

I hosted a meeting of local businesses in the centre 

of Port Talbot to discuss the potential to create a 

Business Improvement District in the town. A 

presentation was made by The Means to explain 

what a BID is and the processes to establish one. 

Local businesses were very positive and open to the 

idea and we agreed to explore the next steps. 

Port Talbot Sea Cadets 

Good to meet with Port Talbot Sea Cadets and watch the 

parade. Thanks for showing me around your facility.  

Chocolate Factory 

It was good to visit family run local company, The 

Chocolate Factory, on the Kenfig Industrial Estate.  

WASPI 

Proud to support the WASPI Campaign outside the 

Senedd.  The Government must now implement 

transitional arrangements to protect WASPI women.  

https://twitter.com/hashtag/WASPI?src=hash


 

Property Hub 

I was delighted to open The Property Hub in Port 

Talbot. Good luck to the team working there.  

5 

News from Aberavon 

Wizards 

Good to visit the Wizards with David Rees and see our 

advertisement, supporting the club in their 140th season  

This ill-conceived boundary review severely weakens our democracy and damages 

communities 

The Boundary Commission Wales has released its initial proposals to redraw the boundaries of Wales’ 40 

constituencies, to reduce the number of MPs from 650 to 600 and to equalise the size of all constituencies.  

Wales is particularly severely hit, losing 11 of its 40 MPs. 

As a result of these proposals Aberavon is being carved up with wards going into three new constituencies:  

 Coedffranc Central, Coedffranc North and Coedffranc West will go into Swansea East  

 Aberavon, Baglan, Briton Ferry East, Briton Ferry West, Sandfields East and Sandfields West will go into Neath 

and Aberavon  

 Bryn & Cwmavon, Cymmer, Glyncorrwg, Gwynfi, Margam, Port Talbot and Tai-bach will go into Ogmore and 

Port Talbot  

These proposals will hurt our democracy and will hurt communities. The new boundaries would cut right through the 

heart of Port Talbot, ludicrously separating the towns shopping centre from the high street. Carving Port Talbot up 

to suit mathematical formula risks the longstanding cultural and historic ties that exist within this community and 

makes the revitalisation of its local economy much more difficult. 

In these proposals Coedffranc North, West and Central are added to Swansea East when their natural geographical 

and historical ties are with Neath, rather than Swansea, this would leave the community of Skewen isolated. 

They demonstrate why the system of setting an arbitrary figure for a constituency electorate and then moving the 

boundaries to meet that figure is so fundamentally flawed. You can read my views on these proposals at http://

bit.ly/2d7JyOB 

I want to hear your views on these proposals. Let me know what you think—

stephen.kinnock.mp@parliament.uk 

http://bit.ly/2d7JyOB
http://bit.ly/2d7JyOB
mailto:stephen.kinnock.mp@parliament.uk?subject=Boundary%20Review%20-%20Aberavon


 

Political Digest 
Securing Britain’s approach to Putin’s Russia is critical post-Brexit 

For The Times I wrote an article on how Britain will need to get its approach to 

Russia right in the post-Brexit world. 

In post-Brexit Europe the need to get our approach to Putin’s Russia right is 

more urgent than ever. This does not necessarily mean acting aggressively: 

there is little to be gained by expanding Nato eastwards. And we must 

recognise that ordinary Russians see the west’s demands that Moscow respect 

its neighbours’ territorial integrity as grossly hypocritical in light of Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Putin’s contempt for rules where they get in the way of his plans has become so consistent that now we hardly 

notice. Recently, for example, the Kremlin has threatened and bullied the French and Belgian governments into 

introducing laws designed to prevent the former shareholders of the Yukos oil company from recovering 

compensation awarded to them by international courts in Strasbourg and the Hague. 

So, in truth, it is something of a relief to see an international body – even if it is a sporting organisation – stand up 

to Russia and enforce the rules to which the country has itself consented. 

And we should not underestimate the power of denying Russia the sporting acclaim it desires. International rugby’s 

decision to boycott South Africa for a decade helped to bring down apartheid. Nobody expects the IOC’s decision to 

seriously undermine Putin’s regime – but at least it stands as a reminder that rules are rules. http://bit.ly/2cqH0Yy 
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Co-op Party Speech 

I addressed the Co-op Party 

conference in Cardiff. In my 

speech I spoke of the need 

to conduct our politics 

differently. To stop the 

politics of division and to 

work together in the 

national interest. Post-Brexit 

Britain offers us an 

opportunity to do things 

differently. 

Europe House Debate 

I addressed a packed 

audience on what to expect 

from the Brexit negotiations 

at a debate in Europe House. 

As I have said previously, we 

have to accept the result but 

this is also an opportunity to 

shape a new Britain.  

Labour Business 

I hosted a Labour Business event with Mariana 

Mazzucato on redefining economic value, its not just 

the rate of growth but the type and quality of growth.  

Media 

I was on 

Westminster Hour 

talking about Brexit 

and the Labour 

Leadership  http://

bbc.in/2bu9XQD 

I also did an interview on the World Tonight about the 

boundary changes.   

http://bit.ly/2cqH0Yy
http://bbc.in/2bu9XQD
http://bbc.in/2bu9XQD


 

Political Digest 
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I have contributed a chapter to the Fabian Policy Report 

on immigration, it sets out a new values-led approach for 

the Labour Party and the UK on immigration to create 

the open and non-racist society we hope to build.  

I summarised the main points of the chapter in an article 

for the Guardian—My cure for a divided Britain? A 

programme of managed immigration. 

The EU referendum revealed a divided Britain and it’s 

clear: nothing polarises attitudes like immigration. One 

end believes it’s a universal good – economically and as a 

real-life expression of British openness. At the other, 

immigration is seen as the cause of changes many 

people believe have relegated them to the outside of 

their communities. The former are portrayed as politically 

correct elitists, running the country in their own interests; 

the latter are denounced as racist nationalists. 

It’s an issue we must tackle head on, because we’ve 

seen where ignoring it leads: exit from Europe, fractured 

communities, and the emergence of a publicly confident 

racism. Healing these divisions is the pre-eminent 

challenge of our time if we are to create a post-Brexit 

future for our country that offers hope to all. 

Addressing immigration is also vital to the left because 

the national divide is particularly deep when it comes to 

the broad coalition that makes up the Labour vote. 

Unless we rebuild that coalition, Labour will never again 

win power and deliver the change Britain needs. 

I believe there’s a new approach to immigration that 

Labour, and Britain, must take in the post-referendum 

era. It’s no cheap imitation of Ukip, nor an “electoral 

ploy”, but an approach born of progressive values and 

our desire to see them realised. The starting point must 

be to view our core values through the prism of 

immigration, and to conclude that immigration itself is 

not a leftwing value. I am resolutely pro-immigration, yet 

I don’t see immigration as a value; I see it as a social 

and economic dynamic. The difference is vital. 

Being pro-immigration means making it an economic, 

social and political success in the long term: as much 

immigration as is possible and sustainable, limited only 

by our ability to create the environment for all of Britain 

to thrive and feel valued. 

The referendum had a clear message: the limitless 

nature of freedom of movement, despite its proven 

economic benefits, is not socially and politically 

sustainable. That’s why opposing freedom of movement 

isn’t the same as opposing immigration. 

Two key values of the society we must build are 

openness and non-racism. These values aren’t defined by 

the number of immigrants, but by the quality of 

experience every person has of this country. This allows 

us to set out the role of immigration within that: as much 

immigration as possible, without driving social tensions to 

such an extent that racism breaks out. 

It says we can be pro-immigration and champion 

immigrants as part of a non-racist and open society, 

while recognising we have to manage immigration so 

those values aren’t threatened. 

The managed immigration approach I am proposing is 

rooted in leftwing values and anchored in the reality of 

post-referendum Britain. It will allow us to build an open 

and non-racist society, and help rebuild Labour’s electoral 

coalition, staying true to the values and pragmatism that 

have been the basis of our historic successes and 

support. It is a means to an end, not an end in itself. 

It is also an approach that will be vital to Britain in a post

-Brexit age: in the era of increasing globalisation, the 

people and countries who are successful in the future will 

be those open to other cultures, international 

opportunities and to new technologies. And the 

successful governments will be the ones that bring their 

people together, to make immigration work for all. 

You can read my Fabian chapter at http://bit.ly/2czYGyT 

We must develop a new approach to immigration and freedom of movement 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/sep/19/cure-divided-britain-managed-immigration-work-permits
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/sep/19/cure-divided-britain-managed-immigration-work-permits
http://bit.ly/2czYGyT
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Conference  

I was honoured 

to make my 

first speech to 

party 

conference. 

Here is my 

speech: 

Thank you 

Conference.  All 
of us here know that on the 23rd June, our future 

changed fundamentally. Even those who campaigned to 

Remain in the EU must respect the vote of the British 
people.  

 
But the question facing us is how we – building on 

Britain’s incredible strengths – can create a new future 

for ourselves at home and abroad. A part of the answer 
that seems to have been forgotten is this: We cannot 

and will not do it alone.  
 

We will negotiate Brexit and new trade deals with other 
people and governments, not simply by ourselves. And 

the question is, will these negotiations be a fractious row, 

or will they be a productive partnership?  
 

The answer to that question will largely depend on how 
the rest of the world views us. And from that 

perspective, we’ve certainly got our work cut out for us. 

 
When Nigel Farage goes back to the EU to gloat, to 

collect his pay cheque and accuses MEPs of not having 
had careers, to see a Lithuanian MEP – a cardiac surgeon 

– putting his head into his hands should shame us.  

 
When the US State Department spokesperson bursts out 

laughing as he hears Boris Johnson has been named 
Foreign Secretary by Theresa May, it shames us.  

 
When Liam Fox, a man forced to resign in disgrace as 

Defence Secretary for abusing his position for a friend’s 

commercial gain, is appointed as International Trade 

Secretary, it shames us.  

When our new Secretary of State for International 
Development, Priti Patel, has made clear the department 

– and our support for some of the hardest suffering 
communities in the world – should be scrapped, it 

shames us. 
 

These things not only shame us, they also make it harder 

for us to build strong relationships and partnerships 
across the world.   

 
We must recognise that an inevitable consequence of the 

EU Referendum result is that countries the world over 

think that we are withdrawing from the international 
stage, that we are stepping back and becoming insular. 

 
The Conservatives have shown, in their incompetence in 

preparing for Brexit and in the lack of humanity our 

country has shown towards Syria’s refugees, that they 
are unable to be outward-looking and build the 

relationships that our national interest demands. 
 

But we know that co-operating with others doesn't 
diminish our independence, it enhances it. Because in an 

uncertain and interdependent world, there truly is 

strength in numbers. 
 

In every aspect – building a new economy for the post-
Brexit world; national security and tackling climate 

change – our success will be shaped both by us, and by 

the strength of our partnerships around the world.  
 

As we in Labour prepare to set out our post-Referendum 
agenda, our values of internationalism, solidarity and 

partnership must be at the core of everything we do, 
showing the world that we value their friendship and that 

we are committed to contributing our bit.  

 
Because we know that our true strength lies not in the 

closed fist, but in the open hand. 

Our Labour values must underpin Brexit negotiations.  

Congratulations Jeremy 

Conference kicked off with Jeremy being re-elected as Leader. As he now seeks to 

build an effective opposition and potential next Labour government, I for one will do 

my very best to be constructive and helpful in that endeavour. We must now unite 

and hold this Tory Government to account. 



 

I attended a 

fantastic Labour 

People reception. It 

is vital that we 

make most of the 

talents and skills of 

all our members –

it’s the only way to 

build a politics of 

purpose 
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Enjoyed the Chatham House panel on 

Brexit & what this means for us, our 

allies & enemies. Really important 

regarding the implications for Baltic 

states regarding Putin  

Conference  

Labour’s Parliamentary football team 

took on the press team in aid of Show 

Racism The Red Card at Conference. 

We came from 3-0 down to win 

thanks to star player John Bishop. 

I spoke at a Fabian event on A 

Progressive Response To Brexit From 

The European Union. We've got to 

make a balanced case which respects 

people's desire to take back control 

but also espouses the benefits. 

Great conversation with Andy 

Burnham MP at Mend Community 

event on tackling discrimination. 

Even more important in context of 

Brexit & negotiations  

I addressed the 

Labour Business 

reception about 

the value we need 

and building 

partnerships for a 

new kind of 

growth.  

http://

bit.ly/2dwavYf 

Great to join the rally for miners 

pensions rights. 

There is a direct link between our 

electoral system & the distribution of 

money & resources in Britain. That's 

why we must make votes matter.  

That is why electoral reform is not an 

end in itself, but the means to building 

a fairer and greater Britain. 

At an IPPR event I pressed the point that  

immigration is a lived experience, 

something that is felt not measured. 

Unless we introduce a values based 

system of controls we won't be able to 

build society we want to see. There is a 

clear need for an Immigration Adjustment 

Fund. I think it should be at least £500m 

I did lots of media in 

conference including 

Channel 5, GMB, Daily 

Politics, Sky and LBC 

http://bit.ly/2dwavYf
http://bit.ly/2dwavYf
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Advice Surgeries & Coffee Mornings 
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Future Events 
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Keep In Touch 

As your MP, I'd like 
to stay in touch and 

hear your views. 

 
You can visit my website to sign up to 

my mailing list.  


