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News from the Commons  
TIDAL LAGOON POWER IS AN IDEA WHOSE TIME HAS COME 

In a Westminster Hall debate on tidal lagoon power, I called on the 

Minister to make progress on the decision now that the Hendry 

review is in his inbox.  

The benefits the lagoon would bring to Aberavon in terms of 

energy produced; jobs created; a boost to the local economy; and 

tourism revenue, means that it is crucial we see progress on this 

project. 

You can read my speech at http://bit.ly/2hilhCh 

BREXIT VOTE 

Labour secured a significant victory in the Commons: forcing the Government to present their plan for Brexit to Parliament 

for scrutiny, before Article 50 is invoked. 

Lets be clear about this: Labour accepts and respected the referendum result; we are not calling for a second referendum; 

and we will not frustrate the process of exiting the EU by voting against the triggering of Article 50. 

The vote was not about holding the Government to ransom, but about holding them to account. 

How the UK exits the EU is the most important decision for our country in a generation. The Government should not be 

given a blank cheque, they must allow proper scrutiny and accountability of their plan for a Brexit. 

I want to see the best possible Brexit deal for Britain, Wales and Aberavon, one that puts the economy, jobs and living 

standards first.  

The motion did not ask for the Government to disclose any material that would damage our negotiating position, but would 

end the uncertainty that we have seen since 23 June.  

We will push for the plan to be published by January 2017 so it can be properly scrutinised without delay.  

WELSH AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

The Secretary of State for Wales appeared before the Welsh Affairs 

Committee before we went on Christmas Recess and I was able to 

question him on the replacement of the Energy Intensive Industries 

Compensation Package; steel procurement; and lessons for social 

services in England to learn from social services in Wales.   

You can read and watch the exchange at http://bit.ly/2gvNrZw 

STEEL INDUSTRY IS LOOKING DOWN THE BARREL OF 

HAVING TO GO BACK TO THE CRIPPLING ENERGY COSTS 

During questions to the Secretary of State for the Business, Energy 

and Industrial Strategy, I asked him about the replacement for the 

Energy Intensive Industries Compensation scheme. The scheme 

comes to an end in April 2017. In the 2016 Budget the Government 

committed to legislate a set of exemptions from the Renewables 

Obligation and Feed-in-Tariff. The Secretary of State gave a non-

answer, which is simply not good enough. You can read the 

exchange at http://bit.ly/2hqxYvo 

http://bit.ly/2hilhCh
http://bit.ly/2gvNrZw
http://bit.ly/2hqxYvo
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News from the Commons  
CHAIR OF APPG ON A BETTER BREXIT FOR YOUNG PEOPLE  

I was delighted to be elected the Chair of the All Party 

Parliamentary Group on A Better Brexit For Young People.  

You can follow the work of the group on twitter @appg_brexit 

EUROPEAN INVESTMENT BANK  & BAY CAMPUS 

In a Westminster Hall debate on the Effect Of Exiting The EU On 

Welsh Businesses, I intervened to stress the important role that the 

European Investment Bank played in funding the new Bay Campus 

in the Aberavon constituency.  

We desperately need some assurance from the Government on 

how to deal with our exiting from the European Investment Bank. 

http://bit.ly/2gIWYBu 

REPLACING THE ENERGY INTENSIVE INDUSTRIES 

COMPENSATION SCHEME—GREG CLARK LETTER 

One of the factors contributing to the perfect storm around the 

steel industry was the crippling energy costs. The Energy Intensive 

Industries Compensation scheme was introduced to help meet 

those costs. The scheme will come to an end in April 2017 and the 

Government committed in the 2016 Budget to introduce a set of 

exemptions from the Renewables Obligation and Feed-in-Tariff. We 

are still waiting for this. 

I have written to Rt. Hon. Greg Clark MP, Secretary of State for 

Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy calling for urgent action. 

You can read my letter at http://bit.ly/2gMrFG7 

WELSH GOVERNMENT SHOWING PRECISELY THE SORT OF 

INDUSTRIAL STRATEGY THAT WE NEED 

During the debate on the Effect Of Exiting The EU On Welsh 

Businesses, I raised the important steps that have been taken by the 

Welsh Government to support the steel industry and the need for 

the UK Government to follow their lead. http://bit.ly/2hzZo1V 

CERTAINTY FOR BUSINESSES IN WALES WILL BE 

CONDITIONAL ON A COMMITMENT TO A TRANSITIONAL 

ARRANGEMENT 

At the Westminster Hall debate on the Effect Of Exiting The EU On 

Welsh Businesses, I intervened about the need for a transitional 

arrangement when the Article 50 negotiations come to an end. 

http://bit.ly/2hA10bZ 

http://bit.ly/2gIWYBu
http://bit.ly/2gMrFG7
http://bit.ly/2hzZo1V
http://bit.ly/2hA10bZ
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TAIBACH RFC 

I spent an enjoyable afternoon at The Plough with David Rees AM 

and members of Taibach RFC. Thanks for the warm welcome I 

received and for the fantastic game of rugby. A great win for 

Taibach against Pontycymmer! 

News from Aberavon 

SANDFIELDS BUSINESS CENTRE 

On the eve of Small Business Saturday I visited Sandfields Business 

Centre to meet with local businesses based there.  

I was shown round by Andrew Collins, Sarah Fowler and Julie 

Davies of NPTCBC and met with Adventure Togs, Destek 

Accessibility, Jay Powrie and Workways+. 

Sandfields Business Centre is a fantastic facility providing office and 

workshop accommodation for start-up and existing businesses. 

Since it opened in 1998 it has helped countless businesses take the 

first step into the work of business and seen them flourish. 

 

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY—ABERAVON 

Throughout November I ran a competition for Small Business 

Saturday where customers were encouraged to tweet a selfie of 

their favourite local businesses.  Then on Small Business Saturday I 

visited the winning businesses. 

Small Business Saturday highlights small business success and 

encourages consumers to ‘shop local’ and support small businesses 

in their communities.  

I enjoyed touring local businesses and spoke with The Property 

Hub, Jersey Bakery, Taste Brasserie and the competition winner 

Bizzi Bees. 

Thanks to everyone who took part in the competition.  

SOUTH WALES MINERS MUSEUM CHRISTMAS MARKET 

South Wales Miners Museum put on a great Christmas Market. It 

was a pleasure to drop by and see the event.  
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CYMMER SWIMMING POOL OPENING 

I was delighted to attend the re-opening of Cymmer Swimming 

Pool. Congratulations to Afan Valley Community Leisure and NPTC 

Group on this achievement. Everyone has worked so hard to 

achieve this, it is great to finally see the pool back open and being 

used.  

News from Aberavon 

PORT TALBOT DELIVERY OFFICE & CROWN POST OFFICE 

In the run-up to Christmas I visited Port Talbot delivery office to 

meet our fantastic posties. They do a wonderful job all year round 

delivering our mail but especially so at Christmas. 

In the afternoon I had a chat with some of the workers at the 

Crown Post Office in Port Talbot. They provided a first class service 

to the town.  

WIZARDS 140TH ANNIVERSARY 

We had a great night, celebrating 140 years of a great rugby club – 

we heard from Aberavon RFC legends going back decades, there 

were plenty of anecdotes and lots of rugby banter. 

I'm a regular at the Wizards; it's a wonderful club with a great 

family atmosphere. 

We're having a good season this year, and that's down to the hard 

work of the players, coaching staff and everybody at the club. Let's 

hope we can build on that success in the New Year. 

POST OFFICE PICKET 

I visited the picket line at the Crown Post Office in Port Talbot.  

Communication Worker Union members were on strike over jobs, 

pensions and branch closures.  

BRITON FERRY LIBRARY 

Before Christmas I visited Briton Ferry library to see the fantastic 

work that the volunteers are doing there. They took over running 

the library two and a half years ago, through their dedication they 

have maintained a service for the local community.  
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TATA STEEL—GOOD MORNING BRITAIN 

On the day before the steel announcement I was interviewed on 

the emerging news around the future of Tata Steel in Port Talbot.  

You can read my interview online at http://bit.ly/2gk3PQ1 

IT REALLY IS TIME TO SETTLE THESE ISSUES AND END THE 

UNCERTAINTY OVER THE FUTURE OF STRIP PRODUCTS UK 

AND THE PORT TALBOT STEELWORKS 

As rumours flew around about the future of the Port Talbot 

steelworks and future investment I made a statement calling for 

Tata Steel and the British government to make the long term 

investments and commitments that are the preconditions for a 

secure and prosperous future. It is essential that Port Talbot 

receives a long term commitment to continued primary steel 

making which is only sustainable in the long term with two fully 

operational blast furnaces.  http://bit.ly/2gDvZqb 

Steel 

ABERAVON MP HAILS JOBS AND INVESTMENT 

COMMITMENTS BY TATA STEEL, BUT NOTES REAL 

CONCERNS ABOUT PROPOSED PENSION CHANGES 

The news that steel unions have achieved a commitment from Tata 

Steel to secure the future of jobs and investment at Port Talbot and 

across Strip Products UK, brings to an end almost 9 months of 

uncertainty since Tata Steel announced plans to sell their UK 

operation, including the Port Talbot steelworks in my Aberavon 

constituency. However, serious questions and concerns remain 

around the pension scheme, and further detail will clearly be 

required, before the package is put to an all-member ballot.   

Retaining the two blast furnaces in Port Talbot is essential, and the 

£1billion investment plan will go a long way towards building the 

competitiveness and productivity of Port Talbot and the 

downstream sites.  http://bit.ly/2gUgg5R 

STEEL BACK FROM THE BRINK 

After the good news about the steelworks I wrote an article for the 

Sunday Times where I highlighted that this achievement was down 

to the hard work of the workforce, trade unions, Tata, steel MPs 

and steel communities. The Government has done precious little. 

For over a year the government’s approach to the steel industry 

had been a toxic combination of incompetence and indifference.  

The package on the table offers a platform from which we can build 

an industry that can move from surviving to thriving. Retaining the 

two blast furnaces in Port Talbot ensures primary steel making, and 

the £1billion investment plan will go a long way towards building 

the competitiveness and productivity of Port Talbot and the 

downstream sites. But not every element of the proposed deal is 

positive and there are serious questions around the pension 

scheme that will play a central role in determining whether they 

decide to support the deal. http://bit.ly/2hbQI1Q 

http://bit.ly/2gk3PQ1
http://bit.ly/2gDvZqb
http://bit.ly/2gUgg5R
http://bit.ly/2hbQI1Q
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PAUL NUTTALL IS NO FRIEND OF BRITAIN’S WORKING 

PEOPLE 

After Paul Nuttall was elected leader of UKIP I wrote an article in the 

Financial Times about why UKIP are not equipped to represent the 

interests of working people in any constructive sense. But they are 

adept at playing on fears and concerns around immigration. And 

this is where the real threat to Labour lies. We have utterly failed to 

engage on the issue, creating a vacuum for UKIP to step into.  

If Labour is to regain the trust of the British people, we must 

develop the right narrative and policies on immigration, enable the 

British people to see that we are the only true patriots and convince 

them that the need for internationalist political leadership has never 

been greater. http://bit.ly/2h5XLJC 

Political Digest 

HOLDING THE GOVERNMENT TO ACCOUNT, NOT TO 

RANSOM 

On the day that Parliament voted on a timetable for Brexit and for 

the Government to present a plan to Parliament, I was interviewed 

on BBC Newsnight. 

Despite campaigning to remain in the EU I fully respect the result. I 

want to see the UK leave the UK with the best possible deal and it is 

my duty, as an opposition MP, to hold the Government’s feet to the 

fire on that. You can see the full interview at: http://bbc.in/2h9fTSP 

LET’S HAVE A GROWN UP DISCUSSION OVER BREXIT PLAN 

I appeared on the Daily Politics show to discuss what was achieved 

by the MPs vote on Brexit. I argued that a white paper should be 

produced by the Government, which we can then have a grown up 

and mature discussion over. 

You can watch the debate at: http://bbc.in/2giBoPa 

WARWICK UNIVERSITY—FUTURE OF THE LABOUR PARTY 

I visited Warwick University Politics Society to talk about the future 

of the Labour party and what next for the UK.  

You can watch a video of the talk at http://bit.ly/2hIUtiR 

END VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS 

I was proud to support the UN’s Women's International Day for 

Ending Violence Against Women and Girls campaign. We all must 

do more to end violence against women & girls. 

http://bit.ly/2h5XLJC
http://bbc.in/2h9fTSP
http://bbc.in/2giBoPa
http://bit.ly/2hIUtiR
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BBC RADIO 4 TODAY 

I was interviewed on BBC Radio 4’s Today programme about how 

Labour should build a system of managed immigration. You can 

listen on: http://bbc.in/2gR8rP1 

JEREMY VINE 

I went on the Jeremy Vine show on BBC Radio 2 and talked about 

how we take on UKIP and build for a Labour government. You can 

listen on: http://bbc.in/2hv1kMp 

HOW TO BUILD AN INCLUSIVE, PATRIOTIC AND CONFIDENT 

VIEW OF BRITISHNESS 

Recently I have made a number of speeches about making the 

argument that Labour must start urgently promoting an inclusive, 

patriotic vision of what it means to be British. Because it is only by 

doing so that we will succeed in getting ourselves onto the long 

road back to re-gaining the trust of the British people.  

Some of that message was lost in translation but I have set out my 

argument in an article for LabourList which you can read on:  

http://bit.ly/2hoBLd9 

PALESTINIAN RETURN CENTRE AWARD 

I was proud to receive Palestinian Return Centre award. It was a 

real honour. Big thanks the Palestinian Return Centre to for all their 

work supporting Palestinian refugees. 

http://bbc.in/2gR8rP1
http://bbc.in/2hv1kMp
http://bit.ly/2hoBLd9


 

Friday Advice Surgeries 2017 

13 January  Sandfields     Sandfields Library   16.30-17.30 
           Morrison Road, Sandfields, SA12 6TG 

7 April    Briton Ferry      Briton Ferry Library    16.00-17.00 
           Neath Road, Briton Ferry, SA11 2QN 

23 June    Margam & Taibach    Taibach Community Library  15.30-16.30 

           Commercial Road, Taibach, SA13 1LN 

Saturday Coffee Mornings 2017 
25 February   Bryn & Cwmavon    Bryn Community Centre  10.00-12.00 
           Maesteg Rd, Bryn, SA13 2RY 

18 March   Noddfa Community Centre  10.00-12.00 

           Dunraven Street, Glyncorrwg, SA13 3AD 

13 May    Skewen       Memorial Hall     10.00-12.00 

           Skewen Park, Skewen, SA10 6DP 

More dates and venues for advice surgeries and coffee mornings will be confirmed shortly.  
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As your MP, I'd like to stay in touch 

and hear your views. 
You can visit my website to sign up to my mailing list. 

  
www.stephenkinnock.co.uk 

 
I send out a monthly newsletter and may also contact 

you to ask for your opinion on issues that may be 
important to you. 

Keep In Touch 


