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A Strong Voice For Aberavon
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News from the Commons
SWORN IN
It was a tremendous honour to be re-elected as your MP for
Aberavon. It is my job to stand up for my constituents,
being your strong voice in Westminster and campaigning
actively on local issues. This started when I was sworn in as
the MP: http://bit.ly/2tFrSOh

CONTAMINATED BLOOD
I joined with contaminated blood campaigners outside the
Department of Health to call for the Government to hold a
UK-wide public inquiry into the scandal. The families deserve
clear answers and proper compensation but this can only be
achieved through a thorough UK-wide public inquiry.
Thanks to the sustained pressure the campaign has brought
the Government capitulated and have ordered an inquiry,
they must now get this properly scoped and framed.
http://bit.ly/2u3xB3l

ISRAELI GOVERNMENT IS IN A STATE OF DENIAL
In my first speech since being re-elected I spoke about the
horrific human cost of what is happening. All parties in this
conflict need to find a solution, but I also feel that in the
current circumstances Israel holds the whip hand and it is up
to Israel to make that first move.
The fact is that there can be no security without peace and
no peace without security. A two-state solution is essential
to peace. Currently, we see an Israel in clinical denial, sipping
cappuccino on the lip of the volcano, and a Palestine in
clinical despair, with an acute sense that politics is incapable
of delivering a solution. http://bit.ly/2u9yJTu

WASPI
With the return of Parliament MPs continued to hold the
Government to account over the unfair changes to state
pension age for women. I have never seen Westminster Hall
so packed as it was for the WASPI debate. I have also signed
EDM 63 calling on the Government to bring forward
transitional arrangements to provide pension certainty for
the women disproportionately affected by this system.

JO COX
It was a real privilege to be at the House of Commons for
unveiling of Jo Cox's coat of arms today. Brendan Cox made
a lovely speech.
It is hard to believe it has been a year since we lost Jo, there
is a big hole in our lives with Jo not here. We honour her
legacy by continuing to fight for democracy and bringing
our communities together: http://bit.ly/2sHKgVq
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News from the Commons
WHAT IS THE PRIME MINISTER DOING TO ENSURE
CHINA STARTS PLAYING BY THE RULES?
The Prime Minster attended the House of Commons to
answer questions on the G20 summit. I questioned her on
her discussions with China's President Xi and what specific
action will be taken to ensure that China starts playing by
the rules over steel: http://bit.ly/2t0dyCX

MY LIFE AS A BULLY—PARLIAMENTARY SCREENING
Aberavon youngsters visited Parliament for a special
screening of the locally made mockumentary My Life As A
Bully. Dyffryn youngsters and Firehorse Productions have
produced a truly ground breaking drama, and it was a real
privilege for me to be able to host this special screening,
showcasing to my Parliamentary colleagues the amazing
talent that we have here in Aberavon. My Life As A Bully
delivers a powerful and thought-provoking anti-bullying
message, and it left my parliamentary colleagues moved and
inspired. http://bit.ly/2uQkCPM

BRITISH STEEL IN THE NEW TYPE 26 FRIGATES
During questions to the Ministry of Defence I asked them
about the use of British steel in the new Type 26 frigates:
What conversations has the Minister had with British steel
producers to maximise the use of British steel in the new
Type 26 frigates, and what percentage of the steel that will
be used to build those frigates will be British steel?
http://bit.ly/2u96kMq

PARLIAMENT
Following the return of Parliament there has been a lot
going on behind the scenes as committees and All Party
Parliamentary Groups are organised. I am delighted to be
the Vice-Chair of the APPG on Steel, a member of the Welsh
Brexit Group of Labour MPs and AMs and Chair of the Better
Brexit for Young People APPG. I am also sitting on the
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy Committee.

TYPE 26 FRIGATE
It is a disgrace that the majority of steel to be used in the
Type-26 frigates will be foreign steel, rather than British
steel. Government must heed the calls of the industry for
better pipeline data and a more reasonable lead in period
for forthcoming procurement contracts, then we know that
the British steel industry could provide the majority of steel
required for these kind of projects. http://bit.ly/2ve0RSK

TIDAL LAGOON
Jo Stevens MP secured a Westminster Hall debate on Wales
and the Queen’s Speech. I took the opportunity to raise the
issue of the Tidal Lagoon and when we are going to get the
go-ahead from the Government. http://bit.ly/2uz5wkk
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News from the Commons
SAM GYIMAH MEETING
In a robust exchange with the Prisons Minister I raised the
numerous concerns of our community about the proposed
prison.
I made clear to the Minister that we won’t allow this prison
to simply be imposed upon us. The Baglan site is
inappropriate, being too close to schools, a care home and
residential properties, as well as being a greenfield site.
I also pointed out to the Minister our concerns about
accessibility, the possibility of additional congestion at
Junction 41 and our hopes for a far more open and inclusive
consultation process going forward.
The Minister has been left in no doubt about local
opposition to this proposal, and I urged him to come to Port
Talbot, to visit the site and community in Baglan, and to
hear from residents precisely why this site is so
inappropriate. http://bit.ly/2sUy9ET

REPEAL BILL
The Government introduced their Repeal Bill, part of the
process for leaving the European Union. The Bill will repeal
the European Communities Act and convert all existing EU
law into UK law. In its current format, it is not fit for purpose,
and will need significant changes before Labour will support
it.
The Bill gives Ministers too much power to alter legislation
without full parliamentary scrutiny, it does not ensure
effective involvement of devolved administrations, and
doesn’t go far enough to protect the rights that we have
fought for. Labour has made it clear that without significant
changes we will not support this Bill.

STEEL OF UK ORIGIN
I tabled a written parliamentary question to the Ministry of
Defence on introducing a certificate of origin on steel used
in construction, a call that was made in the Steel 2020
report. The Government have rejected the idea.
Read my question and the Ministry of Defence’s response:
http://bit.ly/2tlR6o0

ABERAVON BANGLADESHI VISIT TO PARLIAMENT
I was delighted to welcome members of the Aberavon
Bangladeshi community to Parliament. Rushanara Ali MP
joined us and we had a really good discussion about current
national and local issues.
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News from Aberavon
BAGLAN CHURCH FETE
It is always great to receive direct feed back from young
constituents and James, aka the Incredible Hulk of Baglan,
certainly pulled no punches!
Once again the volunteers from St Catherine’s Church in
Baglan put on a wonderful fete for the local community.
People across the generations turned up to enjoy the event
and of course the duck race.

FRIENDS OF MARGAM PARK
It was great to chat with the Friends Of Margam Park on a
recent visit and hear about the work they do and their
exciting projects planned for the future with the prospect of
an Exhibition Centre.
Margam Park is a real asset to the area and attracts people
from across the country. The work that the Friends of
Margam Park, a group dedicated volunteers, do to help
conserve and enhance the park is invaluable to helping
make Margam Park the success it is. http://bit.ly/2tQ9fHO

FOOD & CRAFT FAIR
I was pleased to drop in on the Food and Craft Fair at St
Paul’s Centre, held to raise funds for the Alzheimer's
Society. A great deal of work had been put in to the event
which was a huge success. Well done everyone involved and
I look forward to the next one.

NPT HOSPITAL FETE
The crowds turned out on a scorching day in Port Talbot to
support the Friends of Neath Port Talbot Hospital’s annual
summer fete. The event was opened by Vicky Weekes MBE
and Dr Geraint Jeremiah. It was great to be able to attend
and help raise funds for the hospital.

BRITON FERRY ROUNDTABLE
Together with Cllrs Chris James and Hugh James and David
Rees AM I held a roundtable, bringing together the police,
Council, WCADA, Communities First, Briton Ferry Town
Council and Rent Smart to discuss ways to tackle concerns
over substance misuse in the Briton Ferry area and the
impact this is having on the community. It was a productive
meeting and next steps were agreed to address the
problem.
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News from Aberavon
LEAD PROGRAMME
For a number of months I have been working with Reclaim,
a youth leadership and social change organisation which
uses their experiences and platform to support and amplify
the voices of working class young people. Together we have
been working on bringing the project to Aberavon.
LEAD (Leadership, Entrepreneurship, Activism and
Development) is a unique initiative that engages young
pioneers, building critical thinking and leadership skill to
enable them to lead personal and social change in their
communities but also in the wider world.
The project took a major step forward by holding
assemblies in local schools for youngsters to nominate
themselves for the programme. We had a terrific response.

Political Digest
IT’S TIME TO BUILD A COALITION OF COMMON
SENSE ON BREXIT
In the New European I wrote about how 8 June represented
a political shift over Brexit and There now exists a unique
opportunity for the Labour Party to show the British people
that we have heard the message they sent us on 8 June loud
and clear, that we have a workable plan, and that we are the
only major political party with the necessary internationalist
values, instincts and credentials to deliver a Brexit that is
truly in the national interest. http://bit.ly/2sM8D4g

THE NEED FOR AN EEA BASED TRANSITION DEAL
I appeared on the Daily Politics show to discuss the need for
an EEA based transition deal, as a stepping stone to final
exit, buying us the time to have the discussions about the
other issues we face and negotiate a comprehensive trade
deal. A transition deal is about building a bridge, rather
than jumping off a cliff.
You can watch my interview at http://bit.ly/2u9zACD

MAY IS CLINGING ON TO POWER BY HER
FINGERTIPS
In an interview on the Victoria Derbyshire about the Tories
deal with the DUP. Theresa May is clinging on to power by
her fingertips, an in doing so is threatening to undermine
the Good Friday Agreement by violating the neutrality of
the British Government. The full interview is available at
http://bit.ly/2uacfRu
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Political Digest
EEA TRANSITION DEAL IS SOLUTION
I appeared on Sky News and spoke to Adam Boulton about
the need for a transition deal post-Brexit to buy us breathing
space to negotiate a trade deal. We have got to get real and
see a move towards a sensible transition deal, and the EEA is
the obvious answer on that, buying us time to work on the
big ticket items post-Brexit. http://bit.ly/2u7YdQI

QUEEN’S SPEECH –WE NEED FRESH APPROACH
FROM GOVERNMENT
The country is fed up of a Conservative Party that puts its
own partisan interest ahead of the national interest. The
Prime Minister must reach out and govern as a minority
government. This is the message I gave when being
interviewed on Sky News: http://bit.ly/2u8hb9D

WESTMINSTER HOUR
I took part in Radio 4’s Westminster Hour and spoke about
the serious questions over the role of the state, deregulation,
privatisation and relentless austerity following the tragic
events at Grenfell Tower, http://bit.ly/2tMl9lX
I also spoke about building a Coalition Of Common Sense
for a sustainable transition deal, and that is the EEA, which
gives us unfettered access to the single market, controls on
immigration and the certainty of a slope rather than a cliff
edge out of the EU, http://bit.ly/2sPkzma

OUR MANIFESTO WAS RADICAL AND REALISTIC
Following the General Election I was interviewed on BBC
Radio Wales’ Sunday Supplement and talked about how our
manifesto was radical and realistic. The election was a step in
the right direction. We have our orders from the voters, to
hold this minority Tory government to account, and I am
chomping at the bit to do that. http://bit.ly/2t36ZzN

PIENAAR’S POLITICS
I was interviewed by BBC’s John Pienaar on Pienaar’s Politics
and we spoke about how the Labour manifesto turned the
election on its head and how Jeremy Corbyn outshone
Theresa May during the election campaign.
http://bit.ly/2uRdbI7

EEA BASED TRANSITION
I have been advocating an EEA based transition deal as part
of the process for the UK leaving the European Union. In
doing so I have had positive discussions with Tory MPs
about the UK becoming a member of the EEA on a
temporary basis. http://bit.ly/2u5IYXA
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Political Digest
COMMISSION ON INEQUALITY IN EDUCATION
For 18 months I have been working with the Social Mobility
Foundation on inequality in education and we have now
published our report. It addresses the terrible problem of
inequality in our school system and makes a number of
proposals to address these problems like incentives to
ensure schools can attract and retain good teacher, and new
contracts between teachers and parents to ensure they are
working effectively together. http://bit.ly/2uddKhW

A SONG FOR JO
I wrote a review of Brendan Cox’s brilliant biography of my
good friend Jo Cox. The book takes us on the rollercoaster
journey of Jo’s life and in doing so takes readers on an
emotional rollercoaster.
In the book Brendan captures Jo’s zest for life; her straighttalking, no bull**** Yorkshire ways; her ability to see
compromise as a sign of strength; her deep, passionate love
for her family and friends; her cheeky grin and quicksilver
wit.
He takes us on a startlingly intimate and moving journey
around her murder and the events that followed.
You can read the full book review on http://bit.ly/2u3Z4zr

CENTRE FOR PROGRESSIVE CAPITALISM
I addressed a meeting of the Centre for Progressive Capital
and spoke about three things we need to do: dialogue;
devolution; and delivering a sensible Brexit. We should also
not give up on manufacturing, it can be the beating heart of
a vibrant economy.

PROGRESS CONFERENCE
I spoke at Progress conference about the need for Labour
to build a coalition around national renewal if is to defeat
the coalition that delivered Brexit. It is Labour's historic
mission to rebuild a truly national coalition that can bring a
divided Britain together again.

PUBLIC SECTOR PAY CAP
Since the General Election Labour has put sustained
pressure on the Government to scrap the 1% cap on public
sector pay. Labour tabled an amendment to the Queen’s
Speech which called on the Government to end the public
sector pay cap and increase the minimum way to a real
living wage of £10 per hour by 2020. It was only defeated
thanks to the Tory/DUP pact.
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Political Digest
SMES IN THE BRITISH ECONOMY AFTER BREXIT
At a SME4Labour discussion on the role of SMEs in the
British economy after Brexit, I talked about how the
economy may look OK with increasing levels of
employment, but beneath the headlines lie serious,
challenging, long-term structural issues, such as regional
inequalities, over-reliance on the financial sector and poor
levels of productivity. Following the German model, with
strong ties between regional banks and SMEs, would be a
possible solution to these issues, and that the state should
do more to facilitate SMEs and start-ups. http://bit.ly/2gN3301

TORY BROKEN PROMISES ON RAIL ELECTRIFICATION
For years the Tory government in Westminster has been
promising that it will deliver full mainline rail electrification
from Paddington to Swansea. We have seen that those
promises were not worth the paper they were written on.
The truth is that the Tories simply do not care about the
people of Wales. Welsh Labour MPs and AMs have been
pushing the UK Government on rail electrification, and the
response amounted to nothing but a string of false
promises. http://bit.ly/2uFNXPx
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Keep In Touch
As your MP, I'd like to stay in touch
and hear your views.
You can visit my website to sign up to my mailing list.

www.stephenkinnock.co.uk
I send out a monthly newsletter and may also contact
you to ask for your opinion on issues that may be
important to you.
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