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EFFECT OF LONELINESS ON LOCAL COMMUNITIES 

My colleague Rachel Reeves MP secured a debate on the 

effect of loneliness on local communities. In the debate I 

spoke about the power of the Great Get Together and 

the incredible way it brought communities together, 

helping to tackle loneliness and uniting communities.   

Read my question online at http://bit.ly/2zcBaU9 

WE NEED TO ENSURE WE ANCHOR THE RIGHTS OF OUR 

WORKFORCE IN THE BILL  

I spoke in the debate on the EU Withdrawal Bill about the 
need to amend the Bill to enshrine workplace rights and 
give Parliament say on EEA membership. EEA and EFTA 
would give unfettered single market access, opportunity 
to reform free movement, no European Court of Justice 
jurisdiction & ability to strike trade deals.  You can read 
my speech at http://bit.ly/2zcc6MQ 

BREXIT MINISTER SHOULD WITHDRAW REMARK AND 
APOLOGISE FOR MISLEADING COMMENTS 

Labour dragged the Government to the Commons to answer 
Urgent Questions on why they had only released redacted copies of 
the Brexit impact reports. The reports need to be published in their 
entirety, as Parliament's motion instructed that they should be. 
During Urgent Questions I called on the Brexit Minister David Davis 
MP to withdraw his remarks and apologise for his misleading 
comments about assurances he gave to the Committee 
on Exiting the European Union and it's Chair Hilary Benn 
MP.  http://bit.ly/2k86z7o 

EXITING EU COMMITTEE QUESTIONS HEAD OF HMRC 

 
The Head of HM Revenue and Customs appeared in front 
of the Committee for Exiting the European Union. I asked 
him about how much of HMRC's time is being absorbed 
by the EU referendum result and the cost of it.  

You can read the exchange online at http://bit.ly/2BwYQDm 

  

CAN THE GOVERNMENT CONFIRM ONCE AND FOR ALL THAT 

THE TRANSITION DEAL IS ON THE BASIS OF ECJ JURISDICTION? 

As the EU Withdrawal Bill made its way through 

Parliament I intervened in the debate to call on the 

Government to confirm, once and for all, that the 

transition deal is on the basis of the European Court of 

Justice jurisdiction. http://bit.ly/2A0mcDE 

News from the Commons  

http://bit.ly/2zcBaU9
http://bit.ly/2zcc6MQ
http://bit.ly/2k86z7o
http://bit.ly/2BwYQDm
http://bit.ly/2A0mcDE
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ABERAVON HAS CERTAINLY BEEN A VICTIM OF THIS ARBITRARY 

AND POORLY DESIGNED GERRYMANDER 

My colleague Afzal Khan's Constituency Boundary Bill 

was debated in the House. It sought to keep the number 

of MPs at 650 and allows a 7.5% variation in electorate of 

any constituency instead of the current 5% variation. I 

spoke in the debate in favour of the Bill and about the 

impact the current review is having on Aberavon.  

You can watch my speech at http://bit.ly/2jb2R9K 

PUBLIC SECTOR PAY 

In a packed Westminster Hall MPs called on the 
Government to scrap the 1% cap on public sector 
workers and for public sector workers to be paid 
properly for the hard work they do. I attended the debate 
and raised the contribution the Council workforce have 
made to help meet the budget shortfall as a 
consequence of the Government's austerity agenda.  

Read my intervention at http://bit.ly/2iQhFh0 

CITY OF CULTURE 2021: SWANSEA 

MPs showed their support for Swansea's City Of Culture 2021 bid 
during a debate in Westminster Hall. I took part in the debate and 
spoke about how Swansea winning the bid would have a positive 
impact on the whole Swansea Bay area.  I asked, ‘ On the internet 
coast proposal, to which we very much hope the Government will 
give their full support, does he agree that city of culture status would 
be a fantastic force multiplier for that investment in the Swansea 
Bay city region?’ http://bit.ly/2B4AZhp 

EFFECT OF ISRAELI DEMOLITIONS ON PALESTINIAN 

COMMUNITIES AND THE PEACE PROCESS 

I secured a Westminster Hall debate on the effect of 

Israeli demolitions on Palestinian communities and the 

peace process. Demolitions & settlements continue to 

undermine international law, harming us all, creating a 

coercive environment for Palestinians & undermining 

prospects of peace by making a 2 state solution 

impossible. http://bit.ly/2jOwmyl 

News from the Commons  

BREXIT IMPACT ASSESSMENT PAPERS 

The Permanent Secretary for the Department for Exiting 

the EU, Philip Rycroft, appeared before the Committee 

for Exiting the EU and I asked him about the Brexit 

impact assessment papers and the fact that they do not 

exist. Watch me question the Permanent Secretary and 

his response on http://bit.ly/2Be26XL 

http://bit.ly/2jb2R9K
http://bit.ly/2iQhFh0
http://bit.ly/2B4AZhp
http://bit.ly/2jOwmyl
http://bit.ly/2Be26XL
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EXITING EU COMMITTEE ARMAGH SESSION 

I spent a fascinating day in Northern Ireland with the 
Committee for Exiting the European Union. The border 
issue is about so much more than trade. It is about 
identity, community and peace. 

In the committee session I asked Deputy Chief Constable 
Drew Harris, PSNI and Simon York, Director, HMRC 
Fraud Investigation Service, about the co-operation 
needed with our EU partners and the impact on 
security. http://bit.ly/2Bf5ZMg 

WITHOUT UK INSTITUTIONS  TO TAKE ON THE JOB OF EU 

AGENCIES, WE WILL SEE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS, PROTECTIONS 

AND REGULATIONS BEING REMOVED BY THE BACK DOOR  

I spoke about my amendment to the EU (Withdrawal) Bill 

and that unless we have UK bodies to carry out the 

function of existing EU bodies, we'll see rights, freedoms 

and protections disappear by the back door without 

anyone there to enforce them. http://bit.ly/2iZ4gzU 

FINANCIAL SETTLEMENT IS CONTINGENT ONLY ON THE 

WITHDRAWAL AGREEMENT AND THE TRANSITIONAL 

ARRANGEMENTS, NOT ON THE FUTURE PARTNERSHIP 

The Prime Minister returned to the House of Commons 

to update the House on the agreement she reached with 

the EU in the Brexit negotiations. Watch me ask her 

about the financial settlement  http://bit.ly/2AeCCpn 

News from the Commons  

PARLIAMENT TO TAKE BACK CONTROL WITH A 

MEANINGFUL VOTE ON THE BREXIT DEAL 

On the night the Government lost a vote on Brexit in the 

House, I spoke in favour of the amendment tabled by 

Dominic Grieve MP. It is vital that Parliament has 

meaningful vote on the final Brexit deal and the 

opportunity to send the government back to secure a 

better deal, if the one the come to us with is inadequate. 

http://bit.ly/2jUgz1b 

IT IS OUR DUTY AS PARLIAMENTARIANS TO EXPRESS 

THE MIND OF THE PEOPLE ON ALL MATTERS 

In one of the last debates before Christmas, I spoke in 
favour of Amendment 43 to the European Union 
(Withdrawal) Bill which would give Parliament the power 
to control the length and basic terms of transitional 
arrangements, and would allow Parliament to start the 
clock on the sunset clauses within the Bill. 
You can read my contribution at http://bit.ly/2CzuFR4 

http://bit.ly/2Bf5ZMg
http://bit.ly/2iZ4gzU
http://bit.ly/2AeCCpn
http://bit.ly/2jUgz1b
http://bit.ly/2CzuFR4
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STEEL SECTOR DEAL DEBATE 

I secured a debate in Westminster Hall on a steel sector 
deal. In the debate I argued that we need the 
government to approve the steel sector deal & radically 
reshape the energy market, but they have done nothing. 
This is about defending our communities & building a 
successful industrial strategy, and we cannot do that 
unless we stand up for steel. 

You can watch my speech at http://bit.ly/2CyiQdC 

TAXATION CROSS-BORDER TRADE BILL, IF PASSED IN ITS 

CURRENT FORM , WOULD FATALLY UNDERMINE THE BRITISH 

MANUFACTURING SECTOR  

As Parliament reconvened after the Christmas recess we 

hit the ground running with the Taxation (Cross-border) 

Trade Bill. This seeks to establish a new post-Brexit trade 

defence regime, but as I said in my speech in the House, 

in it's current form it would fatally undermine the British 

manufacturing sector, including the steel industry in my 

Aberavon constituency. http://bit.ly/2mguC2i 

JURISDICTION OF EUROPEAN COURT OF JUSTICE WILL APPLY IN 

PRECISELY THE SAME WAY AS IT WILL DURING THE 

TRANSITION PERIOD 

The Prime Minister returned to the House to update us 

on her meeting with the European Council, and I asked 

her about the jurisdiction of the European Court of 

Justice. She confirmed what we already knew, that 

transition would mean everything staying the same, only 

without us having any say at all including full jurisdiction 

of the European Court of Justice... So much for taking 

back control! http://bit.ly/2CzYAbP 

News from the Commons  

TRADE BILL 

I intervened in the debate on the Trade Bill and said that 

Government needs to amend the Bill to give unions, 

business and the devolved governments a say in the 

kind of trade defence and trade policies that we purse. It 

is vital we have a proper process to secure best deals for 

Britain and to support industry. http://bit.ly/2EqTYBd 

COMMITTEE FOR EXITING THE EUROPEAN UNION 

HEARS FROM INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS EXPERTS 

Experts in international relations came before the 
Committee and I took the opportunity to ask them about 
the Comprehensive Economic Trade Agreement (CETA) 
between Canada and the EU. You can read the exchange 
on http://bit.ly/2DxPtFx 

http://bit.ly/2CyiQdC
http://bit.ly/2mguC2i
http://bit.ly/2CzYAbP
http://bit.ly/2EqTYBd
http://bit.ly/2DxPtFx
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COFFEE MORNINGS 

It’s been another busy time with coffee mornings in 
Baglan and in Aberavon. David Rees AM, Councillors 
Carol Clement-Williams, Suzanne Renkes and Peter 
Richards joined the Baglan coffee morning. At the 
Aberavon coffee morning David and I were joined by 
Councillors Steffan Ap Daffydd, Sharon Freeguard, and 
Saif Rahaman. 

ABERAVON MP RAISES CONCERNS WITH FINANCIAL CONDUCT 

AUTHORITY OVER BRITISH STEEL PENSION SCHEME SCAMS 

I wrote and then met with the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) 

over worrying reports of opportunistic financial advisers providing 

steelworkers with poor financial advice and luring steelworkers into 

transferring millions out of pension funds.  

Urgent action needs to be taken to address this matter and protect 

steelworkers from these scams. http://bit.ly/2C0xy8E 

AUSTERITY ISN’T WORKING, LOCAL COUNCILS ARE AT 

BREAKING POINT, & THE PAY CAP NEEDS SCRAPPING 

On the day the Chancellor got to his feet to announce 

the Budget, I joined with Cllr Carol Clement-Williams, 

Cabinet Member for Finance at Neath Port Talbot 

Council, and Mark Fisher, Chair NPT Unison, to call on 

Philip Hammond to drop the Government's austerity 

policies, ensure local government is funded properly and 

that public sector workers get the pay they deserve.  

Read our article at http://bit.ly/2B11eSI 

PT PERFECT  - LEAD PROGRAMME ABERAVON 

I spent an excellent morning at St Paul's centre with the 
Reclaim project and LEAD Aberavon. I was so proud of 
the Year 8 girls of PT Perfect for the progress they have 
made on the project. At the event they addressed key 
community figures and spoke really well. 

The girls have been working on implementing their 
manifesto for change in our community. Their purpose 
and determination to change the community for the 
better is truly inspirational. They really are being seen, 
being heard and leading change. http://bit.ly/2iWN8Lr 

News from Aberavon 

STEPHEN KINNOCK HAILS STEEL & METALS INSTITUTE 

I went on a fascinating and inspiring visit to the Steel and 

Metals Institute. It’s a hotbed of research, development 

and innovation, taking the steel industry forward in the 

21st century. 

The Institute is a fantastic asset to the steel sector. 

http://bit.ly/2ARPumn 

http://bit.ly/2C0xy8E
http://bit.ly/2B11eSI
https://www.reclaim.org.uk/
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/stephenkinnock4aberavon/pages/669/attachments/original/1511800772/LEAD_Pioneers_1_page_Outline.pdf?1511800772
https://twitter.com/PTPerfect2017
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/stephenkinnock4aberavon/pages/669/attachments/original/1511800899/Reclaim_Manifesto.png?1511800899
http://bit.ly/2iWN8Lr
http://bit.ly/2ARPumn
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CYRUS RW 

Commenting on the news that Cyrus RW have been put into 
administration, I said: “It is disappointing to learn of Cyrus RW being 
placed into administration, and for all of those employed by the 
company this will be an incredibly worrying time. 
 
“The priority must now be finding a solution that protects the jobs, 
particularly those in Briton Ferry where I believe there are up to 50 
people employed in highly skilled, well paid jobs.” For the full article 
visit http://bit.ly/2Cav9bA 

MP CALLS FOR URGENT MEETING WITH NEW 

MINISTER OVER PRISON PLANS 

I have written to the new Minister for Prisons, Rory Stewart OBE 

MP, urging him to get up to speed on the proposals for a prison in 

Port Talbot and calling for an urgent meeting to discuss why the 

land in the Baglan Industrial Park is not suitable for a prison. You 

can read my letter on http://bit.ly/2Dm5ZbJ 

RICHARD BURTON 10K PRESENTATION EVENING 

It was great to be at the award ceremony for the Richard 

Burton 10k. Money was raised for many, many good 

causes, showing the true spirit of our community. Well 

done to everyone who organised the event.   

WALK IN POSTIES SHOES 

In the run-up to Christmas I visited the Port Talbot 
delivery office on Eagle Street to meet with local posties 
during their busiest time of year. They were working 
extremely hard to ensure we receive our cards, letters 
and parcels in time for Christmas. 

After visiting the delivery office I joined Steve Dinham, 
the local postie covering Port Talbot, on his round. He, 
along with all other posties and Royal Mail staff, do an 
amazing job delivering the thousands of letters and 
parcels across the 32,452 residential properties in Port 
Talbot. http://bit.ly/2CZW5zK 

CWMAVON LANDSLIP 

On a visit to the site of the Cwmavon landslide I was very 

impressed with the hard work of the Council staff in 

getting the road re-opened so quickly, and the excellent 

job the local councillors have been doing to both keep 

the community informed throughout this disruption and 

manage all the knock-on effect of this road closure.  

http://bit.ly/2EA0HbZ 

News from Aberavon 

http://bit.ly/2Cav9bA
http://bit.ly/2Dm5ZbJ
http://bit.ly/2CZW5zK
http://bit.ly/2EA0HbZ
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CARMARTHEN WEST & SOUTH PEMBROKESHIRE 

I spent a lovely evening with the Labour party in 
Carmarthen West and South Pembrokeshire. We 
discussed the election result, the Brexit process and the 
EU (Withdrawal) Bill that is currently going the House of 
Commons. 

CAMPAIGN DAY 

On a national campaign day, I along with other Aberavon 
Labour activists spoke with locals on the bridge. There 
were real worries about a Tory budget confirming 7 
years of failed Tory policies. Only a Labour Government 
will stand up for Wales, save our steel, tackle productivity 
crisis and invent in our local and national public services. 

ISLWYN 

I had a great evening in my Dad’s old constituency of 
Islwyn. I spoke to the local Labour party about Brexit, 
steel and the importance of Labour winning the next 
election to protect some of the most vulnerable in our 
society from this Tory government and their PIP and 
Universal Credit cruelness.  

RHONDDA TUNNEL SOCIETY 

I was delighted to attend a meeting of the Rhondda 
Tunnel Society to hear about the progress they have 
made over the last 12 months. There were some 
spectacular photos on show, taken inside the tunnel just 
last month. The society has also put together a new 
promotional video showcasing the community benefits 
re-opening the tunnel would bring. http://bit.ly/2B0J5Up 

TYWYN PRIMARY 

I visited Tywyn Primary School in Sandfields East with 
the local ward councillors Sean Pursey and Ted Latham - 
who is Chair of Governors of the school. I was very 
impressed with the hard-working, dedicated teaching 
staff who are working tirelessly for the benefit of the 
young people in the area. http://bit.ly/2qYbE5b 

BOC 

I visited the British Oxygen Company site in Margam and 
was given a tour of the facility. BOC Gases Margam is a 
major industrial gases production and distribution 
facility providing gas for the steel works and is a key 
supplier to hundreds of businesses across south Wales 
including the health board. http://bit.ly/2DrF5lk 

News from Aberavon 

Political Digest 

http://bit.ly/2B0J5Up
http://bit.ly/2qYbE5b
http://bit.ly/2DrF5lk


 

9 

THE WORLD TONIGHT 

I was interviewed on BBC Radio 4’s The World Tonight 
about the Government’s decision to publish redacted 
versions of the Brexit impact assessment reports. The 
decision of David Davis to redact he reports before 
sending them to the Brexit Select Committee places him 
in contempt of Parliament. http://bit.ly/2nv4bsz 

BREXIT IMPACT REPORTS 

I was interviewed on BBC News about the Government’s 

failure to make available the Brexit impact reports in 

their entirety. A unanimous vote in Parliament said that 

they should be released in their entirety, David Davis 

risks being held in contempt of Parliament by failing to 

do so. You can watch my interview at http://bit.ly/2k7J1iU 

SUNDAY SUPPLEMENT 

I appeared on BBC Radio Wales’ Sunday Supplement  show and 

talked about the BBC documentary  ‘Labour: The Summer That 

Changed Everything’.  I spoke about how the programme gave 

people an insight into how politics really works, and that we are 

genuinely a few steps away from power but we still have a 

mountain to climb to win the seats needed to take us into 

Government. http://bbc.in/2A8OqfX 

BBC RADIO 5 LIVE 

I was interviewed on BBC Radio 5 Live about the Brexit 
impact assessment reports. What was included in the 
papers published by the Government did not include any 
assessment about what different kinds of Brexit would 
have in terms of impact on those sectors which is the 
whole point of this exercise. You can listen to my 
interview at http://bit.ly/2ASWiCG 

BBC NEWS: DUP TAILWAGGINGTHE TORY DOG 

On the day that the Prime Minister had to withdraw from 
her agreement with the EU, I was interviewed on BBC 
News. The Prime Minister tied her own hands by taking 
Single Market and Customs Union off the negotiation 
table and it has created the Brexit-shambles we've seen 
over the Northern Irish border, with DUP tail wagging 
Tory dog. http://bit.ly/2z3wwdk 

Political Digest 

TORY BREXIT STORY HAS BEEN ONE OF BLUSTER, 

POSTURE AND THEN CAPITULATE 

I was interviewed on Sky about how the Government 
have handled Brexit. The Tory approach to Brexit can 
best be summarised as one of bluster, posture and then 
capitulate. We've seen it on European Court of Justice 
jurisdiction, the financial settlement, & the single market. 
http://bit.ly/2BgeiXQ 

http://bit.ly/2nv4bsz
http://bit.ly/2k7J1iU
http://bbc.in/2A8OqfX
http://bit.ly/2ASWiCG
http://bit.ly/2z3wwdk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e7NvWTBLH3M
http://bit.ly/2BgeiXQ


 

LABOUR: THE SUMMER THAT CHANGED EVERYTHING 

From the election through to conference, a BBC camera crew 

followed me, charting the fortunes of the party over the summer. It 

captured the chaos, complexity and comedy of modern politics. 

There were some great shots of the constituency, particularly the 

Upper Afan Valley, in the programme, and of course our big red 

election bus. You can watch the episode on http://bbc.in/2zVCBti 

SKILLS & INDUSTRIAL STRATEGY 

I addressed an Institute for Public Policy Research event about skills 

and industrial strategy.  I spoke about how the economy is too 

reliant on financial service, too London centric, too unequal and too 

short-sighted. There is a big crisis in productivity and low 

productivity erodes our industrial base and causes our workforce 

to suffer from stagnant wages. I called for investment in research 

and development, infrastructure spending and skills. 

CHANNEL 4 NEWS - BRITISH STEEL PENSIONS 

I was interviewed on Channel 4 News about the 

unscrupulous and opportunistic financial advisers 

providing steelworkers with poor financial advice and 

ripping them off. I called for a crackdown on these 

vultures and that the Financial Conduct Authority have 

the powers to crack down on these fraudulent pension 

advisers.   

You can watch my interview on http://bit.ly/2nY04pl 

NICK CLEGG BREXIT INTERVIEW 

I sat down with Nick Clegg to talk about Brexit, our 
disagreements on a second referendum, agreement on 
the importance of a meaningful vote, the weakness of 
the Brextremists, an EEA Brexit and more. I wrote an 
article about it for the House magazine which you can 
read the article at http://bit.ly/2CatDWW 

MINISTERS CAN NO LONGER BLAME THE EU FOR THE UK 

STEEL CRISIS 

Before my Westminster Hall debate on a sector deal for 
steel, I spoke with Politics Home about why the 
Government needs to approve a sector deal for steel 
and urged ministers to engage with firms on their 
industrial strategy proposals. 

You can read the article at http://bit.ly/2Byslpy 

Political Digest 
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http://bbc.in/2zVCBti
http://bit.ly/2nY04pl
http://bit.ly/2CatDWW
http://bit.ly/2Byslpy


 

NATIONAL CENTRE FOR SOCIAL RESEARCH 

I spoke at a National Centre for Social Research event on 
Brexit. I said that Brexit is a lesson in why we can’t have 
our cake and eat it. We are seeing a divergence between 
the public’s desires and expectations.  

LABOUR BUSINESS DINNER 

I was joined at the Labour Business annual dinner by John 

McDonnell, other frontbenchers, and Labour Business members 

from across the country to talk about how Labour are the natural 

party of business.  We also talked about our plans to build a new 

kind of growth, how we are to build the voice of Labour in the 

business community and the voice of progressive business leaders 

in our movement. 

THE EEC OFFERS AN OPPORTUNITY TO STAY IN THE SINGLE 

MARKET & CONTROL MOVEMENT OF LABOUR 

As Parliament returned from it’s Christmas break, I wrote 
an article for Politics Home about our future relationship 
with Europe. In it I advocate that the European Economic 
Community approach would give us the greatest access 
to the single market and greatest control over the 
movement of labour. You can read the article online at 
http://bit.ly/2Fk1rDf 

DAILY POLITICS SHOW 

Before Christmas I went on the Daily Politics show. I was 

up against Suella Fernandes MP. We discussed Brexit, 

safety regulations following the Grenfell Tower review, 

shortlists where all candidates are disabled, and much, 

much more. 

You can watch the episode on http://bbc.in/2Byru8w 

GOOD EVENING WALES 

I went on BBC Wales’ Good Evening  Wales  to talk about the steel 

sector deal debate I secured and about protecting steel pensioners. 

You can listen to the interview on  http://bit.ly/2FhpDGv 

SKY NEWS: BREXIT  

I debated the Tory MP Kwasi Kweteng on the Sky News 
Debate programme. On it I spoke about Brexit, the Single 
Market and joining the EEA and EFTA. Kwasi hadn’t done 
his homework before appearing on the show, and I had 
to explain to him that membership of the EEA and EFTA 
means no European Court of Justice, the ability to strike 
trade deals and the chance to reform free movement.  
Watch the debate on http://bit.ly/2FFNEae 

Political Digest 
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http://bit.ly/2Fk1rDf
http://bbc.in/2Byru8w
http://bit.ly/2FhpDGv
http://bit.ly/2FFNEae


 

Stephen’s Next Surgery 

Contact Stephen 
My office is open Monday - Thursday between 10am and 1pm for a drop-in 

advice surgery with a caseworker.  

Outside of these times you can call you make an appointment. 

A:  Unit 7, Water Street Business  Centre, 

 Water Street, Port Talbot, SA12 6LF 

T: 01639 897660 

E: stephen.kinnock.mp@parliament.uk 

W: www.stephenkinnock.co.uk 

StephenKinnock 

@SKinnock 

stephen_kinnock 

As your MP, I’d like to stay in touch and hear your views. 

You can visit my website to sign up to my mailing list: 

www.stephenkinnock.co.uk 
I send out a monthly newsletter and may also contact you to  

ask for your opinion on issues that may be important to you. 


