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STEEL SUMMIT: CLOSURE OF THE BLAST FURNACE AND 
COKE OVENS WAS AN ACT OF INDUSTRIAL VANDALISM 

During a Westminster Hall debate, secured by my 
colleague Anna Turley, I called the closure of the blast 
and coke ovens in Redcar an action of industrial 
vandalism which led to the loss of a strategic asset for 
our country.  https://bit.ly/2uePhb1 

CHEQUERS PROPOSAL IS A BUREUCRATIC NIGHTMARE THAT’S 

RIDDLED WITH COMPLEXITY AND AMBIGUITY 

The Chequers proposal is a bureaucratic nightmare that’s 

riddled with complexity and ambiguity. My question to 

the Prime Minister was that  surely she must now stop 

trying to re-invent the wheel, and commit instead to an 

EEA-based Brexit? https://bit.ly/2upqhNs 

STEEL SUMMIT: STEEL 2020 CONTAINS A DETAILED ROAD MAP 
ON WHAT CAN BE DONE 

In a Westminster Hall Debate I spoke about how The 
British steel industry is hobbled by punitive energy costs 
(far higher than in Germany, France & Netherlands). In 
January 2017 the all party group on Steel produced 'Steel 
2020', with recommendations on how to reduce costs. 
Claire Perry promised she'll read it. Looking forward to 
her feedback! https://bit.ly/2KTMqi8 

CAROLINE NOAKES MP APPEARS IN FRONT OF COMMITTEE 

FOR EXITING THE EUROPEAN UNION 

I was able to ask the Minister for Immigration about 

immigration post Brexit and the Independent Monitoring 

Authority. The Government is obliged to create an 

Independent Monitoring Authority (IMA) to resolve post-

Brexit disputes about status of EU citizens in UK. But an 

IMA is nowhere to be seen and the clock is ticking. The 

Minister promised me she'll write to Brexit committee so 

that we can update the 3 million EU citizens living in the 

UK. https://bit.ly/2utqmzB 

COMMITTEE FOR EXITING THE EU HEARS EVIDENCE ON THE 

PROGRESS OF UK’S NEGOTIATIONS 

I asked about the withdrawal agreement and being ready 

for Brexit. Doing a deal is not just about words on a piece 

of paper. It's about having the institutions in place. It's a 

pipe dream to think we can create and build new 

institutions by December 2020. An EEA based Brexit is 

the only viable option. https://bit.ly/2Ndrjnw 
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THIS IS NOT PROJECT FEAR, THIS IS HAPPENING RIGHT HERE, 

RIGHT NOW 

"This is not Project Fear, this is happening right here, 

right now." My question to the Prime Minister, 

highlighting massive drop in investment in automotive, 

plummeting FDI, and urging her to commit to an EEA-

based Brexit. https://bit.ly/2mg0LXt 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION ACTIVITY IN THE UK AND 
GLOBALLY 

In a Westminster Hall debate I argued that Britain must 
engage with Russia as it is, and not how we would like it 
to be. We must understand the history, culture, interests 
and foreign policy objectives of this vast nation, whilst 
also being absolutely clear, strong and resolute in the 
face of Russian aggression. https://bit.ly/2LdwFlz 

LEAVING THE EU: PARLIAMENTARY SCRUTINY 

There is a real risk that MPs are forced to vote on a 

'motherhood and apple pie' Brexit bill this October, with 

loose wording that means very little, and so forces us to 

gamble on our government's competence. Would require 

a huge leap of faith! https://bit.ly/2Ncjnmn 

CONTAMINATED BLOOD INQUIRY 

This appalling contaminated blood scandal has blighted 
the lives of many, including some of my constituents. 
That the inquiry is finally getting underway is very good 
news, although it has taken us far too long to get here. 
Vital now that the Government co-operates fully with the 
inquiry. https://bit.ly/2zCtUp2 

DEMOLITION OF KHAN AL-AHMAR 

It is devastating to see destruction of Khan Al-ahmar. 

Two years ago I visited and met many wonderful people 

doing their best to live in peace. It is time to recognise 

Palestine and to impose sanctions and cease all trade 

with the illegally occupied territories. I called on the 

Government to do this in Parliament.   

https://bit.ly/2LawtDi 
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COMMITTEE FOR EXITING THE EUOPEAN UNION HEARS FROM 

GUY VERHOFSTADT 

Guy Verhofstadt, chief Brexit representative for the 

European parliament, appeared before the Committee 

for Exiting the European Union. I asked him about the 

Irish border, and EEA and EFTA. https://bit.ly/2uxfhgW 

WASPI GROUP 

I joined with WASPI women as they campaigned outside 
Parliament as part of their We Paid In You Paid Out 
campaign.  

WHY DOES THE PRIME MINISTER KEEP DANCING TO THE TUNE 

OF THE EUROPEAN RESEARCH GROUP? 

The Prime Minister came to the House to answer 

questions on the NATO Summit, I asked her why she 

keeps dancing to the Brexiteers tune. The ink is barely 

dry on her Chequers deal, but she’s killing it by 

capitulating to the likes of Rees-Mogg.  

https://bit.ly/2uGFQAl 

PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY BOUNDARIES 

The Tory boundary review is a barefaced gerrymander. 
Ministers must now stop using backstairs manoeuvres to 
block Afzal Khan’s private members bill, which would re-
boot the review and command cross-party support. It is 
essential that my constituents and many of the 
constituents across this House are fairly and properly 
represented. https://bit.ly/2uvMTf7 

TIDAL LAGOON ANNOUNCEMENT: PEOPLE OF ABERAVON SEE 

THIS AS ANOTHER BETRAYAL OF THE PEOPLE OF WALES 

I called on the Secretary of State to publish cost benefit 

analysis for the steel industry after the Government's 

announcement not to support the Swansea Bay Tidal 

Lagoon. The people of Aberavon see this as another 

betrayal of the people of Wales, they also understand 

that the project would've had huge benefits for the steel 

industry and the supply chain. https://bit.ly/2KTIEFd 

News from the Commons  

LABOUR BUSINESS 

It was great to spend time with Labour Business 
members at their summer party and dinner. Important 
that we keep pushing for Labour to see Business as an 
integral partner in our ambitions for a new kind of 
growth.  
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ELECTORAL REFORM SOCIETY: HAS DEMOCRACY BECOME A 

WILD WEST? 

On the day that VoteLeave was fined by the Electoral 

Commission for breaking electoral law during the 

referendum, I hosted an event in Parliament for the 

Electoral Reform Society. In the event I talked about 

needing a system we can trust, our democracy is under 

attack by a mix of foreign influence, abuse of the rules, 

and the use of finance and data in ways that are clearly 

wrong or illegal. We need a root and branch review of 

campaign regulation - with a full Parliamentary 

commission leading to action.  
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UK YOUTH VOICE PARLIAMENTARY EVENT 

I was thrilled to join the UK Youth Voice Parliamentary 
Event as part of National Democracy Week. Inspiring to 
see so many young people making their voices heard in 
Parliament. I'll continue to support their work including 
votes at 16  

VOTE LEAVE DONATION  

I asked Dominic Raab to explain what he knew about the 

illegal donation made by Vote Leave to BeLeave. It's vital 

the man who’s supposed to be batting for Britain in 

Brussels projects integrity, authority & credibility. He has 

to clear name before first meeting with Barnier.  

https://bit.ly/2NYXQPz 

IS CHEQUERS ABSOLUTELY DEAD IN THE WATER? 

During the debate over the future relationship between 
the UK and EU I challenged the Government benches 
over whether the Chequers deal is absolutely dead in the 
water.  

https://bit.ly/2uxWSBw 

PASTA AND POPADUMS  

I was invited to the opening of the brand new family-run 

Pasta and Papadums restaurant and takeaway in Briton 

Ferry. At the 28 seater restaurant I sampled a selection 

of their varied menu which has Italian, Indian and British 

cuisine. https://bit.ly/2KQFfae 
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FIRST CORPORATE CLOTHING 

I visited First Corporate Clothing which is based on 
Llewellyn’s Quay, they produce a range of clothing for 
businesses and the corporate sector including smart 
jackets and skirts and workwear such as hi-viz jackets 
and knitwear.  It was great to meet the team there and 
learn more about their business. This year, they won the 
'Local Independent Business Award' at the NPT Business 
Awards 2018. https://bit.ly/2uj3p2M 

BREXIT CAFE 

‘My Life My Say’ is a youth led organisation looking to achieve 

a better Brexit for young people, they organised a Brexit Café event 

in the YMCA Port Talbot. 

 

I attended as a speaker and also participated in a Q and A session. It 

was great to discuss our future relationship with the EU with 

enthusiastic young people from the area.  https://bit.ly/2L9lhGY 

MARGAM STREET SURGERY 

It was great to be out in Margam with local council 

Leader Rob Jones, councillor for Margam Ward, I was 

joined by David Rees AM and cllrs Rob Wood and Steffan 

ap Dafydd.  We spent the morning door knocking 

around the Tollgate area of Margam, and delivered my 

latest leaflet. https://bit.ly/2zADAQP 
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SWANSEA BAY BUSINESS CLUB LUNCH 

I was a guest speaker at the Swansea Bay Business Club 

Lunch in Margam Orangery.  I spoke about the effect 

Brexit is having on local businesses and the need for a 

good deal with the EU. I also talked about the need for 

investment in South Wales with electrification of the 

mainline railway and the Tidal Lagoon having been 

cancelled.  https://bit.ly/2uiAtIt 

THREE VALLEYS NORDIC WALKING 

It was great to be out and about with the Three Valleys 

Nordic Walking Group in the Afan Forest. Great 

company, great exercise and great fun!  

Three Valleys Nordic Walking is a fantastic group 

encouraging an active lifestyle and helping to tackle 

loneliness, all in a welcoming environment.  

https://bit.ly/2uvRCgW 
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SKEWEN GREAT GET TOGETHER 

The Great Get Together weekend got underway in 

Skewen with a 'Coffee and Cakes' event in the Memorial 

Park. We had amazing weather for the day and the 

company was lovely. https://bit.ly/2L6qrnn 

ABERAVON GREAT GET TOGETHER 

The glorious weather continued as Aberavon Harlequins 
played host to a day of events for the Great Get 
Together.  

It was great to see so many faces from across Aberavon, 
showing we really do have more in common. The day 
was a great celebration in Jo's name and thank you to 
everyone who helped out on the day.   
https://bit.ly/2ugRjqS 

CWRT CLWYDI GWYN WORLD MUSIC DAY 

I paid a visit to Cwrt Clwydi Gwyn in Skewen as they 

celebrated World Music Day. It was a fab visit with a 

singalong, some amazing stories and I met some 

amazing characters!  

News from Aberavon 
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SOUTH WALES MINERS’ MUSEUM 

I met with volunteers from the South Wales Miners 

Museum, we had a good discussion up at the site in the 

Afan Forest Park Visitor Centre. The group informed me 

of their plans for an exhibition to commemorate Vernon 

Hartshorn, a Welsh miner and politician  

 EQUALITEAS 

St Mary's Church hosted its summer fete, which this year 

was combined with and EqualiTeas event to mark the 

100 year anniversary of women getting the vote. I spoke 

at the event about how important it is to mark the 

tremendous achievements of the Suffragette movement, 

but how there are still much more to achieve. It was 

great to chat with so many people and lovely way to 

celebrate the centenary of women getting the vote. 

https://bit.ly/2Lct0Rr 
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TATA STEEL—THYSSENKRUPP JOINT  

I welcome the Tata Steel-ThyssenKrupp joint venture, 

this is good news for the steelworkers at Port Talbot and 

helps secure the operations of Tata Steel UK. However, 

for this joint venture to really succeed and to guarantee 

the longer term future of the plant, and the UK Steel 

industry, sustained investment in the plant is needed 

over and above the currently committed work on Blast 

Furnace 5. https://bit.ly/2uFPQd8 

THIS IS THE BIGGEST THREAT TO DEMOCRACT WE’VE EVER 

FACED IN BRITAIN 

On the eve of hosting an Electoral Reform Society event 

in Parliament I wrote an article for the Independent 

calling for five essential reforms of our electoral laws to 

prevent the abuses we have witnessed and to make 

them fit for 21st century campaigns. https://bit.ly/2LpPcb5 

STEELWORKERS LETTER TO PRESIDENT TRUMP 

I delivered a letter for Donald Trump to a senior US 
diplomat. Written by Alan Coombs on behalf of 4,000 
steelworkers in Port Talbot, it clearly states that Trump’s 
self-defeating tariffs could undermine the viability of the 
works and ‘devastate the surrounding communities’. 
https://bit.ly/2Lk9Clv 

TIDAL LAGOON ANNOUNCEMENT 

I was part of a powerful grouping of politicians from 

across the South-West Wales area which expressed its 

deep disappointment at the announcement that the UK 

government will not back the lagoon.  

After months of the UK Government prevaricating on 

this decision, and more than a year after the Hendry 

Review backed the project, once again the UK 

Government has failed on its duty to support the 

communities of South-West Wales, and has yet again 

betrayed the people of Wales. https://bit.ly/2Lqw9NW 

Political Digest 

 BBC RADIO WALES SUNDAY SUPPLEMENT: SUMMIT 

BETWEEN DONALD TRUMP & VLADIMIR PUTIN 

I spoke with Vaughan Roderick and Dr Jenny Mathers on 

BBC Radio Wales Sunday Supplement show about the 

summit between Donald Trump and Vladimir Putin. 

You can listen to the discussion on https://bit.ly/2L20lCD 
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SUNDAY POLITICS: CHEQUERS PROPOSAL 

I was interviewed on the Sunday Politics show about the 
chequers proposal. There are two big problems with the 
Chequers proposal: one, it’s too complex and 
bureaucratic; and two, it leaves us wide open for the EU 
to exploit all the loopholes and muddle. An EEA-based 
Brexit offers far greater clarity, and far more leverage. 
Why the Prime Minister and Labour front bench still 
refuse to face up to tis reality is beyond me. 
https://bit.ly/2ujym6Y 

HEATHROW EXPANSION PROMISES OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

THE WHOLE OF WALES INCLUDING UP TO 8,400 NEW 

JOBS 

Before the vote in the House of Commons on Heathrow 

expansion, I wrote in Politics Home how the expansion 

would benefit Wales, through news jobs but also it will  

require tens of thousands of tonnes of steel. This means 

a major and welcome boost for the industry.  

You can read the full article at https://bit.ly/2mkiCMP 
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GOOD MORNING WALES: CHEQUERS AGREEMENT 

I was up against Glyn Davies MP on Good Morning 
Wales talking about the Chequers agreement. The 
Chequers proposal a step in right direction with the 
Prime Minister finally accepting out future lies with 
Europe, but it is still a bureaucratic nightmare, riddled 
with complexity  and ambiguity. We must commit to the 
clarity &certainty of the EEA. Listen to full interview at 
https://bit.ly/2LfzjH9 

Political Digest 

 BBC RADIO 4: TATA MERGER 

I spoke on BBC Radio 4 about the merger between Tata 

steel and ThysssenKrupp. The UK Government now 

need to back the industry and steelworkers at Port 

Talbot . They need to make the changes we’ve been 

asking for on energy, they need to have a procurement 

strategy so that the British Government, when it builds 

warships, is not using Swedish steel to build those war 

ships.  

Listen to the full interview at https://bit.ly/2zzqQKl 

BEYOND 100 DAYS 

I appeared on the BBC News channel show Beyond 100 
Days and talked about Brexit and anti-Semitism. 
 
You can watch the interview at https://bit.ly/2zV2smv 
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Stephen’s Next Surgery 

Contact Stephen 
My office is open Monday - Thursday between 10am and 1pm for a drop-in 

advice surgery with a caseworker.  

Outside of these times you can call to make an appointment. 

A:  Unit 7, Water Street Business  Centre, 

 Water Street, Port Talbot, SA12 6LF 

T: 01639 897660 

E: stephen.kinnock.mp@parliament.uk 

W: www.stephenkinnock.co.uk 

StephenKinnock 

@SKinnock 

stephen_kinnock 

As your MP, I’d like to stay in touch and hear your views. 

You can visit my website to sign up to my mailing list: 

www.stephenkinnock.co.uk 
I send out a monthly newsletter and may also contact you to  

ask for your opinion on issues that may be important to you. 


