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Message from Steven 
The tour of all community and 
public hospitals across the 
electorate in July with Shadow 
Minister for Health the Hon. 
Stephen Wade MLC proved 
very valuable, and I thank the 
leadership teams at Hamley 
Bridge, Balaklava, Wallaroo, 
Maitland, Yorketown and 
Ardrossan for hosting us. 

Ensuring quality and efficient local 
health service provision is a priority 
issue for me and is the topic I am 
most contacted about. Transforming 
Health, focussed in metropolitan 
areas at the moment, I fear will soon 
be an issue for regions, and just as 
we did successfully back in 2007 
when country hospitals were under 
"attack", I will argue with my last 
breath that any loss of services or 
reduction of options for regions can 
never be allowed. 

I am a positive person by nature 
but concede the 2016/17 Budget and 
Estimates process has left me with 
more questions than answers, and 
with overriding concern the State is 
facing rising unemployment and rising 
cost of living pressures. 

The above-CPI increases in the 
Emergency Services Levy, the Natural 
Resources Management Levy and the 
Solid Waste levy are all unacceptable, 
and I was disappointed the Liberals 
legislation to cap council rates in line 
with expenditure efficiencies was 
defeated as I believe the policy would 
ease some pressure being felt. 

Reports from some metropolitan 
councils show the quadrupling since 
2014/15 of amounts of unpaid rates 
debt collectors are chasing. 

There is a wave of concern about 
the State's rising energy costs amid 
reports of significant increases in the 
number of disconnections, as low 
income families struggle to afford one 
of society's basic needs. 

The State Liberals are proposing 
legislation to ensure broader 
implications to the electricity market 
are considered but it can't undo the 
damage already being felt by poor 
Labor policy on alternative electricity 
generation over the last decade. 

As forecast by the Liberals back in 
February, spot prices in SA are on 
average 150% higher than the 
national average. South Australians 
now brace for retail price hikes in the 
vicinity of $260 per year, representing 
an increase of 7-15% per cent on 
typical yearly household electricity bill 
of $1700 - $2000. 

Further, the Bureau of Statistics 
reports the number of people on the 
low income healthcare card has gone 
up by 50% in some electorates 
(including Grey), and the ABS figures 
show the number of people on 
Newstart has gone up 20% in the 
northern electorate of Wakefield. 

Whilst I am in daily contact with 
constituents with a myriad of local 
issues and ideas, my portfolio work 
has also kept me very busy, 
particularly meeting with councils on 
the rate capping bill, and with industry 
and stakeholders as more detail 
comes to light about Minister Rau's 
planning reforms. 

Be assured the Liberals continue to 
develop visionary policy, and will be 
geared to implement change if given 
the opportunity after the March 2018 
state election. 

APPLICATIONS FOR 2016/17 COST OF LIVING 
CONCESSION opened on 1 July and will close on 31 
October. If you received the COL Concession last 
financial year and your circumstances have not changed 
then you do not have to reapply, you will automatically 
receive the assistance. If you did not receive the 
concession last year then you need to apply, and provide 
your bank details as the payment is made by electronic 
funds transfer. For more information, call 1800 307 758, 
visit www.sa.gov.au, or contact the Goyder office. 

DIARY SNIPPETS - 
• 2 July Two Wells Lions Charter Dinner 
• 5 July Advance Care Directive Briefing 
• 10 July Maitland Rotary Handover 
• 13 July Spencer Gulf Cities visit - Pt Augusta 
• 16 July Ardrossan Pop Up market 
• 16 July Maitland Golf Club Xmas in July 
• 19-20 July Shadow Minister for Health hospital visits 
• 30 July Kadina Rotary Markets 
• 7 Aug Opened Balaklava Eisteddfod Finale Concert 
• 10 Aug Pinery Fire Strategic Planning Briefing 
• 11 Aug Transforming Business Conference - Tanunda 
• 12 August Master Builders Association dinner 
• 13 Aug Mallala Institute play 
• 14 Aug Bublacowie Veterans Day 
• 19 August Minlaton District School Tour Parliament 

House 

SIGN UP - for the latest in grants information, local 
issues, State portfolio and policy details and to receive 
Steven's monthly electronic newsletter: email 
goyder@parliament.sa.gov.au  with your addresses and 
contact numbers (or give us a call to have a printed 
version mailed out) 

www.stevengriffiths.net  
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Estimates Committee hearings 
for my portfolios of Planning and 
Local Government were held at 
Parliament House on 28 July 
(Planning) and 3 August (Local 
Government). 

I particularly looked forward to 
receiving details of the Planning, 
Development and Infrastructure 
legislation which passed through 
both Houses in April, including 
roll-out time frames and forecast 
expenditure associated with the 
implementation of this significant 
reform. 

Minister Rau reported he 
hopes to have the new Planning 
Commissioner appointed by 
March 2017, and from there 
establish the new Commission 
and Assessment Panels. 

The new Act (not yet 
commenced) is to be introduced 
in stages over a two-year period, 
to begin by the end of this year. 
Among cited priority actions are 
the release of the Community 
Engagement Charter, to be 
followed by the new "Design 
Codes". 

Of the "Design Codes", 
Minister Rau said (quoted from 
Hansard): "We have already 
been doing some work on a 
really rough crash-dummy 
version of what a design code 
might look like, on the 
understanding that it is only as a 
way of saying, it might look like 
this, without any sense that that 
is what it has to look like in the 
end." 

To questions relating to the 
resources and funding required 
for the implementation of the 
legislation, Minister Rau replied 
"Can I get back to you on that 
one?" 

I also await further explanation 
of the "council levy" cited in the 
Budget Papers, being charges 
by State Government to councils 
for the delivery of the new online 
planning e-portal. However, I can 
advise this levy will be in place 
for 13 years. Another example of 
a cost the local government and 
property owners have no say on 
- the State Government just 
imposes it. 

Of the Local Government 
Estimates hearing on 3 August 
with Minister Geoff Brock, it is 
clear the rate capping I and the 
Liberal Party want to put in place 
is something he will not go near. 
The Minister talks about the 
need to be efficient but will not 
support actions that require it. 

Questions I asked Minister 
Brock about his advocacy for 
Local Government, to the 
Treasurer, in additional costs for 
the NRM Levy and Solid Waste 
Levy basically met with a 
response that it is not his 
responsibility. 

I firmly believe the Minister 
does have a responsibility on 
behalf of the 68 councils in 
South Australia to get a better 
result than the State Government 
just demanding councils charge 
properties more. 
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About the Budget Portfolios - under Estimates scrutiny 

The good: 
• $1.57 million for Pinery Fire recovery ($8.5 million over three 

years to assist communities affected) 
• $8 million STEM Works Program funding for the Goyder 

electorate: Two Wells Primary School $1 million, Kadina 
Memorial School $3.5 million and Moonta Area School $3.5 
million. Also provision of new low interest loans for non-
government schools to upgrade school infrastructure, and "to 
modernise the delivery of the SAGE". 

• Commence construction relating to the Last Mile Program on 
the Upper Yorke Peninsula including a roundabout at the 
junction of the Copper Coast Highway and Yorke Highway and 
two new overtaking lanes on the Yorke Highway 

• $4.9 million for Warooka and Point Turton Water Supply 
upgrade 

• Through the Goyder Institute for Water Research, investigate 
optimisation of water resources in northern Adelaide to support 
implementation of the Northern Adelaide Plains Agribusiness 
initiative and development of the Northern Adelaide Food Park 

• Between $4,000 - $10,000 incentive funding for small business 
employing new full time staff (between now and 30 June 2018) 

The bad: 
• Unemployment in Yorke/Mid North region is 9.5% with no 

evidence this will improve 
• No respite for rising costs of living, ballooned out by rises in 

NRM levy, Emergency Services Levy, Solid Waste Levy (and 
after many councils have set their budgets) 

• Failure to meet police recruitment targets - blown out to 2020 
• Delivers a Clayton's "surplus". Without $448.5 million in 

payments from the privatisation of the Motor Accident 
Commission, or the $620 million payment forecast for 2016-17, 
the net operating balance of a $258 million surplus (nor the 
2016/17 NOB of $254 million) would have eventuated 

• Non-financial public sector debt is now forecast to peak at 
$14.2 billion in 2017/18, up from $13.5 billion as previously 
forecast, i.e. up by $700 million. 
It needs to be noted that despite the Labor Government's 

claims of reduced Federal funding, South Australia will receive an 
extra $528 million in GST funding in 2016/17 compared with 
2015/16, and the Commonwealth is contributing an extra $187 
million towards health funding over 3 years. 
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 Steven's recent Parliamentary activity 
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• 3 August Estimates - Local 
Government 

• 4 August Call for more local 
resources to combat drug addition 

• 28 July: Estimates Committee -
Planning 

• 27 July: Parliamentary 
Committees - Economic and 
Finance Committee: Inquiry into 
Local Government Rate Capping 
Policies 

• 26 July: Bills -Appropriation Bill 
2016 - Second Reading 

• 6 July: Parliamentary Committees 
- Natural Resources Committee: 
Pinery Bushfires 

• 23 June: Bills - Stamp Duties 
(Transfers Exemption) Amendment 
Bill - Second Reading 

• 22 June: Parliamentary 
Committees - Economic & 

Finance Committee: National 
Broadband Network 

• 9 June: Bills - Local Government 
(Rate Increases) Amendment Bill -
Second Reading 

• 8 June: Parliamentary 
Committees - Natural Resources 
Committee: Levy Proposal 2016-
17 

• 26 May: Rate capping debate 
• 19 May: Question Time - Council 

Rate Concessions (per transfer of 
Housing Trust properties to not for 
profit sector); Kangaroo Island 
Management Plan 

• 18 May: Question Time - Natural 
Resources Management Levy; 
Local Government Grants 
Commission 

• 17 May: Question Time - Road 
funding 
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This budget fails to deliver any cost-of-living relief for South Australian households and businesses, instead 
adding new and increased taxes, fees and charges. The increase in the Solid Waste Levy will cost South 
Australians an extra $64 million over four years. 
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2016-17 STATE BUDGET 
WHAT THEY DIDN'T TELL YOU 

The State Government's budget fails to deliver the jobs growth that South Australia desperately needs. South 
Australia has the nation's highest unemployment rate at 7.0% in June, with youth unemployment at 14.0%. The 
Treasury department's own forecasts predict growth in employment in SA will be less than half the national forecast! 

Despite the State Government's claims of reduced 
Federal funding, South Australia will receive an extra 
$528 million in GST funding in 2016-17 compared to 
2015-16. The Commonwealth is also contributing an 
extra $187 million towards health funding over three 
years. 
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Australia has the nation’s highest unemployment rate at 7.0% in June, with youth unemployment at 14.0%. The 
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This budget fails to deliver any cost-of-living relief for South Australian households and businesses, instead 
adding new and increased taxes, fees and charges. The increase in the Solid Waste Levy will cost South 
Australians an extra $64 million over four years.
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extra $187 million towards health funding over three 
years.
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Notice Board 
• Have your say on whether SA should have a high level nuclear 

waste storage facility. Information sessions to share the findings 
of the Royal Commission and outcomes of the first Citizens 
Jury will be held at 150 sites across the State, including: 

drop in between 
23 August 2016 	Gawler Sport & Community Centre 	 11 am — 7 pm 
29 August 2016 	Tanunda CWA Hall 	 11 am— 7 pm 
30 August 2016 	Kapunda Soldiers Memorial Hall 	 11 am — 7 pm 
5 September 2016 Port Wakefield Eagles Sports & Community Club 11 am — 7 pm 
6 September 2016 Yorketown Town Hall 	 11 am — 7 pm 
7 September 2016 Kadina Town Hall 	 11 am — 7 pm 
12 October 2016 	Point Pearce 	 11 am— 5 pm 

• Wallaroo Listening Post with Steven - Wed 7 September 3.30-
4pm at Foodland Shopping Centre 

• Pub Politics Listening Post with Steven - Dublin Hotel Thurs 13 
October 5pm-6pm 

• Rex Minerals Hillside Mine public information session (held by 
Hillside Mines Community Voice) - Tues 4 October at the 
Ardrossan and District Community Club. Info: 
www.yorke.sa.gov.au  

• Tour of Goyder Electorate with Shadow Minister for Agriculture, 
Food and Fisheries, the Hon. David Ridgway - Tues 4 October 
& Wed 5 October 

Across my desk 
constituent concerns this month 

• Black spot reporting - NBN and mobile phone coverage 
• Cruelty in greyhound racing industry - feedback gratefully received 
• Dog and Cat Management Act - draft regulations re future 

changes to be released late 2016 
• Hudson Pear - Biosecurity SA has ranked this invasive weed as a 

high risk to the health, agriculture, and natural environment of 
South Australia, and reports show it is on the increase. 

• Need for mental health services and funding 
• Distressing waiting lists for public hospitals 
• Community call for re-opening of Moonta Police Station -

including 2nd petition 
• Consequences of the Second-hand Dealer & Pawnbrokers Act 

regulations to machinery dealers 
• Payment process for Cost of Living Concession 
• Changes to SA Ambulance Service's Ambulance Cover scheme -

effective 1 November 
• Solar feed-in tariff rates 
• State Electoral Boundaries proposed changes 
• Land use conflict in agricultural areas 
• Notification the Queen's Birthday public holiday WILL NOT be 

shifted to the fourth Monday in May 
• Drugs in our communities and need for additional support 
• Census: concerns about privacy and distribution 
• Punters tax protest 
• E-cigarettes/vaping 

Numerous constituents have 
contacted the office to report 
scams. There are many circulating, 
designed to trick you into releasing 
personal details, pay money or, if 
via email, to infect your computer. 
Staff are happy to advise anyone 
unsure of how to deal with these 
approaches, and to report the 
scam on your behalf to 
authorities/Scamwatch (1300 795 
995; www.scamwatch.gov.au) 

• Job Accelerator scheme: Offers 
businesses up to $10,000 
($5,000 each year for two years) 
per new full-time equivalent 
(FTE) job created between 1 July 
2016 and 30 June 2018. 

• Grants SA - a new scheme 
offering four one-off grant 
programs using a single 
application process: the 
Charitable and Social Welfare 
Fund; Multicultural Grants; 
Volunteer Training Grants; and 
the Volunteer Support Fund. 

• Regional Arts Fund - Country 
Arts SA: multiple grants on offer 
to inspire arts and cultural 
activity in rural, regional and 
remote areas of South Australia. 

One currently doing local rounds 
involves a phone call advising you 
owe the tax office money and will 
be arrested if you don't pay 
immediately. However persuasive 
the caller is, just hang up. Another 
current warning involves websites 
offering access to databases of 
government grants for a fee. No 
fee should be charged because 
this information is available for free 
on government websites. 

Visit www.countryarts.org.au  
• Community Grants for Safer, 

Greener and More Active Travel: 
for groups and organisations to 
deliver projects that support 
safer, greener and more active 
travel choices. 

• SA Micro Finance Fund: 
supports businesses looking to 
take new ideas through to 
production and sales, with the 
aim of generating export 
revenue and growth. 

• Export Partnership Program -
for small and medium-sized 
businesses to access new 
global markets through 
marketing and export 
development opportunities. 

New Trainee 
appointed 

Steven, Kim, Holly and 
Rosemary are pleased to 
welcome Rachel Francis of 
Minlaton to the Goyder 
office at Maitland. Rachel is 
undertaking a 12-month 
Administration traineeship 
which includes TAFE studies 
to gain her Certificate III in 
Business Administration. 
She is employed five days a 
week, and is already proving 
to be a valuable asset to the 
team. 

BEWARE OF SCAMS 

Grants currently open 

Congratulations • 
• Olympian Stephanie Talbot of Kadina - in 

the Opals Women's Basketball team 
• Second-time Olympian Will Godward of 

Moonta - Men's three-position air rifle 
competition 

• Third-time Olympian David Chapman of 
Hoyleton - Pistol Shooting  

Owen Ag Bureau, with CFS and Gilmac, 
JT Johnson & Sons, Balco Australia 
Grainflow and Casella Family Brands - for 
developing fire protective clothing packs 
for farmers 

• Pinery Fire Local Recovery Committee on 
the recently released Pinery Fire Recovery 
Plan to support medium to long-term 
recovery 

• To the many local recipients of letters of 
congratulations sent from the Goyder 
office this month. These are a great 
reminder there are many good people in 
our region quietly achieving great things. 

• To YP Tourism Award winners, and all 
involved in the YP branding project 

• To all who volunteer in our many service 
clubs/community groups (attending 
Handovers is a pleasure) 

www.stevengriffiths.net  www.stevengriffiths.net

Notice Board
• Have your say on whether SA should have a high level nuclear

waste storage facility. Information sessions to share the findings
of the Royal Commission and outcomes of the first Citizens
Jury will be held at 150 sites across the State, including:

drop in between
23 August 2016 Gawler Sport & Community Centre 11 am – 7 pm
29 August 2016 Tanunda CWA Hall 11 am – 7 pm
30 August 2016 Kapunda Soldiers Memorial Hall 11 am – 7 pm
5 September 2016 Port Wakefield Eagles Sports & Community Club 11 am – 7 pm
6 September 2016 Yorketown Town Hall 11 am – 7 pm
7 September 2016 Kadina Town Hall 11 am – 7 pm
12 October 2016 Point Pearce 11 am – 5 pm

• Wallaroo Listening Post with Steven – Wed 7 September 3.30-
4pm at Foodland Shopping Centre

• Pub Politics Listening Post with Steven – Dublin Hotel Thurs 13
October 5pm-6pm

• Rex Minerals Hillside Mine public information session (held by
Hillside Mines Community Voice) – Tues 4 October at the
Ardrossan and District Community Club. Info:
www.yorke.sa.gov.au

• Tour of Goyder Electorate with Shadow Minister for Agriculture,
Food and Fisheries, the Hon. David Ridgway – Tues 4 October
& Wed 5 October  

• Black spot reporting – NBN and mobile phone coverage 
• Cruelty in greyhound racing industry – feedback gratefully received
• Dog and Cat Management Act – draft regulations re future

changes to be released late 2016
• Hudson Pear - Biosecurity SA has ranked this invasive weed as a

high risk to the health, agriculture, and natural environment of
South Australia, and reports show it is on the increase.

• Need for mental health services and funding
• Distressing waiting lists for public hospitals
• Community call for re-opening of Moonta Police Station –

including 2nd petition 
• Consequences of the Second-hand Dealer & Pawnbrokers Act

regulations to machinery dealers
• Payment process for Cost of Living Concession
• Changes to SA Ambulance Service’s Ambulance Cover scheme –

effective 1 November
• Solar feed-in tariff rates
• State Electoral Boundaries proposed changes
• Land use conflict in agricultural areas
• Notification the Queen’s Birthday public holiday WILL NOT be

shifted to the fourth Monday in May
• Drugs in our communities and need for additional support
• Census: concerns about privacy and distribution
• Punters tax protest
• E-cigarettes/vaping

Across my desk
– constituent concerns this month

Numerous constituents have
contacted the office to report
scams. There are many circulating,
designed to trick you into releasing
personal details, pay money or, if
via email, to infect your computer.
Staff are happy to advise anyone
unsure of how to deal with these
approaches, and to report the
scam on your behalf to
authorities/Scamwatch (1300 795
995; www.scamwatch.gov.au) 

One currently doing local rounds
involves a phone call advising you
owe the tax office money and will
be arrested if you don’t pay
immediately. However persuasive
the caller is, just hang up. Another
current warning involves websites
offering access to databases of
government grants for a fee. No
fee should be charged because
this information is available for free
on government websites. 

BEWARE OF SCAMS

• Olympian Stephanie Talbot of Kadina – in
the Opals Women’s Basketball team

• Second-time Olympian Will Godward of
Moonta – Men’s three-position air rifle
competition

• Third-time Olympian David Chapman of
Hoyleton – Pistol Shooting 

• Owen Ag Bureau, with CFS and Gilmac,
JT Johnson & Sons, Balco Australia
Grainflow and Casella Family Brands – for
developing fire protective clothing packs
for farmers

• Pinery Fire Local Recovery Committee on
the recently released Pinery Fire Recovery
Plan to support medium to long-term
recovery 

• To the many local recipients of letters of
congratulations sent from the Goyder
office this month. These are a great
reminder there are many good people in
our region quietly achieving great things.

• To YP Tourism Award winners, and all
involved in the YP branding project

• To all who volunteer in our many service
clubs/community groups (attending
Handovers is a pleasure)

Congratulations

Grants currently open

Steven, Kim, Holly and
Rosemary are pleased to
welcome Rachel Francis of
Minlaton to the Goyder
office at Maitland. Rachel is
undertaking a 12-month
Administration traineeship
which includes TAFE studies
to gain her Certificate III in
Business Administration.
She is employed five days a
week, and is already proving
to be a valuable asset to the
team. 

New Trainee
appointed

• Job Accelerator scheme: Offers
businesses up to $10,000
($5,000 each year for two years)
per new full-time equivalent
(FTE) job created between 1 July
2016 and 30 June 2018.

• Grants SA – a new scheme
offering four one-off grant
programs using a single
application process:  the
Charitable and Social Welfare
Fund; Multicultural Grants;
Volunteer Training Grants; and
the Volunteer Support Fund. 

• Regional Arts Fund - Country
Arts SA: multiple grants on offer
to inspire arts and cultural
activity in rural, regional and
remote areas of South Australia.

Visit www.countryarts.org.au
• Community Grants for Safer,

Greener and More Active Travel:
for groups and organisations to
deliver projects that support
safer, greener and more active
travel choices.

• SA Micro Finance Fund:
supports businesses looking to
take new ideas through to
production and sales, with the
aim of generating export
revenue and growth. 

• Export Partnership Program –
for small and medium-sized
businesses to access new
global markets through
marketing and export
development opportunities. 




