
CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE – San Francisco School Board 
 
1. Candidate's name: Stevon Cook 
2. Political Party affiliation: Democrat 
3. Date of birth:  Month:  04 Day: 18 Year: 1985 
4. Please specify your sexual orientation and/or gender identity: Heterosexual Male 
 
5. Why do you think the B.A.R. should endorse you? 
 
As a respected news organization and champion of issues that affecting all Bay Area 
residents, especially our LGBT community, I believe that my community work and work 
in schools reflects the types of leadership that is valued by your readers. I wasn’t born 
into the best of circumstances, I had to fight to gain opportunity through education and 
I’ve continued that fight through my entry into politics.  
 
6. What is your background and what are your qualifications for this office? 
 
As a graduate of San Francisco public schools and having committed my career to 
supporting students in the SFUSD, I have a unique perspective on what students need to 
succeed. Further, I have demonstrated a professional record of success in accomplishing 
those outcomes.  During my career I have been appointed to the Prop H Public Education 
Enrichment Fund Community Advisory Committee (PEEF CAC) and served as its CO-
Chair. This body provides oversight of over $30M in funding to support public education.  
 
In addition, I serve on the board of San Francisco Achievers, an organization that 
provides scholarships to African American youth that graduate from public schools and 
attend two year and four year colleges. During my time as a board member we have been 
able to triple the number of students we are sending to college from 10 to 30. With this 
expansion our retention rates are beating the national average and with this success the 
organization is poised to continue our expansion that is ensuring real opportunities for at-
risk African American youth. 
 
 
Through my work at the San Francisco Education Fund I have collaborated with 
principals, teachers, para-professionals and families to increase the number of at-risk 
students that earn acceptance to college. I firmly believe that in a city like San Francisco, 
with the right leadership and a clear understanding of what works in education policy. 
We can make significant increases in student achievement, attract more teachers to the 
profession and make our public schools a national model for effective community 
schools. 
 
 Having overcome significant adversity through a troubled home life while growing up 
and attending many schools that were considered underperforming, my candidacy 
represents what’s possible through our public schools. I am running to ensure more 
students experience those opportunities and to champion the causes of educators, 
families, and our disenfranchised communities to maximize the student learning 
experience for all our students. 



 
 
7. What is your position on the ballot measure to tax sugary drinks 2-cents-per-ounce? 
 
 
I support it. 
 
8. Our understanding is that the San Francisco Unified School District has implemented 
many, if not all, of the provisions of Assembly Bill 1266, a state law that went into effect 
this year that is designed to ensure that transgender students can fully participate in all 
school activities, sports teams, programs, and facilities that match their gender identity. 
What can the school board do to ensure that policies for trans students remain up to date?  
 
-Reach out to trans students and families about issues to inform board about their 
experience. 
- Make sure athletic department is well versed on trans issues. 
-Support youth organizations that do inform peers, to share learning around gender 
identity. 
 
9. According to the SFUSD website, the district emphasizes restorative practices to 
combat bullying. The district held a anti-bullying conference in 2012 that was attended 
by more than 3,000 students. Yet, 34 percent of San Francisco middle school students 
who were surveyed said they had been bullied at school. What should the district do to 
reduce incidents of bullying? 
 
This past spring, the school district past the Safe and Supportive Schools resolution that 
instituted a district wide plan to use restorative practices as a way to reduce suspension 
and create more supportive school communities. A major component of restorative 
practices is having effective ways for students and teachers to address conflicts. These 
strategies, when well executed, have been incredibly effective at reducing repeat 
incidents of conflict and bullying. Ensuring our middle schools and elementary schools 
have the training and resources they need to practice these strategies on a daily basis is 
our best defense against bullying.  
 
 
10. Are you a product of public schools and/or are you the parent of a public school 
student? 
 
Yes, I spent my entire Pre-K through 12 education in San Francisco public schools. I 
attend pre-school in the Potrero Hill, at a site that no longer exist. I attended Bryant and 
Glen Park Elementary, James Lick Middle School and Thurgood Marshall High School.  
 
 
11. What is your position on Common Core Standards, the federal initiative that details 
what K-12 students should know in English and math at the end of each grade? 
 



There are aspects of Common Core I really like, mainly the ability for educators to have 
more control over their curriculum and the assessments are a better reflection of the type 
of skills you’ll actually need to succeed in college. However, it does present challenges to 
our English Language Learners and the fact that it’s a computer based test creates barriers 
for students in low-income communities that don’t have the same access to technology at 
home. Overall, I support Common Core, but would look to fix those issues over time.  
 
 
12. List some of your major endorsements. 
 
Organizations: 
 
San Francisco Labor Council  
United Educators of San Francisco 
Harvey Milk Democratic Club 
San Francisco Latino Democratic Club 
District 5 Democratic Club 
District 11 Democratic Club 
Central City Democrats  
San Francisco Young Democrats 
Black Young Democrats of San Francisco 
FDR Democratic Club 
Richmond District Democratic Club 
 
Elected Officials: 
 
Tom Ammiano – Assembly Member AD 17 
John Avalos - San Francisco Supervisor 
London Breed - San Francisco Supervisor 
David Campos - San Francisco Supervisor 
Eric Mar - San Francisco Supervisor  
Jeff Adachi - Public Defender 
Kim-Shree Maufas - Commissioner, San Francisco Board of Education 
Matt Haney - Commissioner. San Francisco Board of Education 
Dr. Anita Grier - Trustee, City College San Francisco 
Rafael Mandelman - Trustee, City College San Francisco 
John Rizzo - Trustee, City College San Francisco 
Louise Renne - Former City Attorney, San Francisco 

San Francisco Educators: 
Dr. Faye Naples 
Dr. Greg Peters 
Van Cedric Williams 
Ruth Radetsky 
Marcus Blacksher 
Ben Klaus 



Nicole Hsu 
Marcus Hung 
Giulio Sorro 
Noor Jones-Bey 
Sabrina Mutukisna 
Catherine Marroquin 
LyRyan Russell 
Brian Fox 
Myra Quadros 

Community Leaders: 
Dr. Espanola Jackson 
Dr. Henry Safrit 
Alicia Garza 
Lateefah Simon 
Giuliana Milanese 
Peter Gallota 
Will Walker 
Rudy Corpuz 
Elliot Haspel 
Renita Nesby 
David Augustine 
Keith Baraka 
Kevin Bard 
Heather Warken 
Leah Chen Price 
Edwin Lindo 
Ian Johnstone 
Lynne Martin 
Barb Hendricks 

 
 
13. Please provide contact information of the person in your campaign we should contact 
for any follow-up to this questionnaire. 
Name:  Glenn Davis 
Position in campaign: Political Consultant  
Address:  
Phone: 415-264-9866 
Email: glenn@dirigoconsult.com 
 
 
 


