
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear members of the LPAB -- 
 
I have lived in the Claremont neighborhood for all of my 57 years. My family has lived in the area since 
the 1920’s. In 1963, my family joined what was then the Cabana Club at the Claremont Hotel. Many 
people in the neighborhood were members and it was fun to see all the neighbor kids. We could walk or 
ride bikes to the club. The grounds were beautiful. They flowed up from the  lower parking lot by 
Domingo up to the hotel and included what we used to call mushroom trees that were shaped like a 
mushroom cap and looked like the fairies made their homes in the roots. The garden was also full of 
flower beds and palm trees and you could roll on the sloped lawns. On the weekends they had Pony 
rides for children.  
 
As you you can see, one of the pictures attached that shows there was one swimming pool with a small 
round corner with a fountain in the middle that was commonly called the “baby pool”. They had two 
diving boards, the high dive and the low dive. The pool deck included shuffle board. There was a single 
story attractive tiki style changing room for men and women and each contained a sauna, a few showers 
and bathrooms. At the end of the women’s tiki was the workout room. It consisted of an exercise bike, a 
table for doing sit ups, a weighing scale and our favorite was a belt you could loop around your middle, 
press a button and it would jiggle your stomach! There was one tennis court that you accessed through 
a garden path, it was nestled in the dry brush below the pool. There was a vending machine for drinks in 
a cup, including my favorite “orange pineapple” drink with crushed ice. They added an open air booth 
decorated with palm fronds that had a grill for hotdogs and hamburgers available during the summer 
busy months.  
 
We sometimes enjoyed walking into the hotel from the now back portico and taking the elevators 
upstairs, walking through the hotel and going to the fountain to get ice cream. Sometimes we actually 
went upstairs, found an empty hall and made our way to the fire escapes which were round metal tubes 
with the best slides ever made. 
 
The Claremont was an idyllic spot that fit very well into the landscape and architecture of the 
neighborhood. The surrounding homes and the the hotel itself appeared to enhance each other with the 
magnificent architecture of the time when all were built by some of the great architects in the east bay 
hills. My own family home was built in 1904 and was just a 5 minute walk from the hotel. The hotel 
could be viewed from the distance as a shining example of the best resort hotels in America.  
 
Over the years the hotel has undergone several changes in ownership. Many have done renovations 
both inside and out that did not fit with the historic character of the hotel. Some resulted in significantly 
changing the footprint, landscape and look of this landmark property. I can detail a few of those. 
 
Someone got the bright idea to build a trout fishing pond as seen in one of the attached pictures. It was 
an ugly concrete basin that had murky water and was a complete eyesore in what had been beautiful 
gardens. It was eventually removed and tennis courts built in that location. A small hot tub was added 
outside the men and women’s tiki’s.  
 
Here is where the creeping expansion really began. A gatehouse entry to the club was added for the 
manager to have an office and for club ID to be checked as you entered. Then they added a small snack 
shack that expanded the menu to include a rudimentary sub sandwich and more drink options. The 



vending machine with the great drinks was eliminated as was the palm frond adorned grill. They took 
out significant landscaping with banana trees and flowering ginger plants to install this new building 
built with cheap siding and painted a drab color. A structure that matched neither the hotel nor the tikis. 
I have the order wrong but believe they sought and received permission to add a few tennis courts, 
encroaching on the gardens that flowed from the hotel down to Domingo and Claremont.  
 
Not long after that a major redevelopment of the property occurred. The Tiki changing rooms were 
eliminated as was the hot tub. A second pool was added FOR ADULTS so they could do lane swimming. 
The small gatehouse with snackshack was eliminated. In its place is what stands today. Two large 
structures were built at the entrance to the club. One a single story workout room. The second a multi-
story large structure that completely eliminated all of the gardens on that side of the pool area. This 
new structure is an imitation of the hotel architecture but without the quality of design and materials to 
consider it anything other than a cheap imitation. Now the changing rooms were massive and luxurious. 
A large Spa was added available to the pubic regardless of membership in the club or a requirement of 
being a hotel guest. A Tennis - pro shop was added to service that greatly expanded number of Tennis 
courts built all over the grounds of the hotel. A restaurant with full kitchen was built with indoor and 
outdoor seating. Spa customers could utilize the restaurant as well. Where once there was one tennis 
court and verdant grounds , now there are 10 tennis courts.  
 
Can we please examine this using the perspective of history? Once there was no swim club, then there 
was  a small swim club with one pool, one tennis court, a little tiki and a barbecue. Then three pools, a 
workout building, a Public Spa for facials, massages, mani-pedis, etc., a tennis shop, a restaurant, large 
changing facilities and a large hot tub. Now they want to add two new club houses and a second adult 
pool with its own pool deck, meaning 4 swimming pools and 2 outdoor hot tubs, Unclear what other 
facilities will be in there. Add a parking lot behind the hotel and a new road or two, expand the roadway 
immediately in front of this landmark beauty so you can fill it with cars and make up for all the parking 
you are removing because of all the other building? Significant expansion of concrete/pavement 
throughout the landscaped area and increase the number of concrete steps, pathways, add a basketball 
court and a playground. All of that, which is significant and then the capper is the new large entry 
building at Tunnel road and the oversize  multi story condo/residences with two stories of parking 
beside the iconic hotel, all designed with a confusing array of suburban style architecture that shows 
zero respect for the setting, the existing architecture, the landscape and the community. Although the 
developers have not provide a perspective drawing, I have lived here in the Claremont my entire life and 
I can tell you that the Claremont will be forever changed and will no longer remotely resemble the 
treasure it has been for over 100 years as the attached pictures depict.  
 
The once plentiful and beautiful gardens and greenscape as it is known now have been encroached 
upon enough. This new development is a suburban style sprawling mish mash with a fraction of the 
original landmark property visible. The proposed buildings are cheap suburban style design that is not in 
keeping with the stye of the hotel and not in keeping with any of the architecture of the surrounding 
area. It will create an eyesore and detract from this treasure that is gasping for buffer space and in 
desperate need of some protection and oversight. The scale of the new buildings almost dwarfs the 
hotel and scream at the surrounding architectural gems of homes in the surrounding area. It is out of 
place, out of style and like wallpaper will be dated looking the day it goes up. Contrast that to the 
original hotel which was, though challenged of late, and still is, a jewel nestled in the hillside surrounded 
by verdant landscaping as well as dry scrub and an enhancement of the beauty of the entire community 
which shares in the rich architectural and landscape past of this architecturally historic California 
community. 



 
Let me ask the question, if you went back in time and restored the Claremont to what it was in even as 
late as 1963, and someone proposed doing all the development on this property including all that has 
occurred as well as all that is currently being proposed, would an alarm bell sound that the very historic 
setting and architecture of this jewel in America was threatened and the project would be scaled back 
significantly to preserve the character of the entire property? I think the answer is yes. This creeping 
destruction of what makes this property a special treasure in the East Bay is a disgrace. When is enough 
enough? When do we say you can’t touch that? Or instead do we say if you ask us every five, ten or 
twenty years you have a better shot at getting some of what you want each time because we will 
compromise every time a new owner wants to carve out another piece of the original and make it 
something different. If that old hotel could cry it would be weeping right now at the thought of its own 
decimation. Soon the hotel will be a mere decoration to enhance the condos by providing them with the 
view of a landmark - a view that will be ruined for all the rest of us who live, walk and drive nearby. 
 
I wish you all the best as you endeavor to preserve and protect a jewel in the Claremont, rather than 
allow the blatant shortsighted promotion of the Fairmont. 
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
Anne O’Shea 
Berkeley, CA  
 
http://alamedainfo.com/berkeley-claremont-hotel/#.WQoalLGZOV4 
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