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Seyran Ates to open
gay-friendly mosque

Seyran Ates has received hundreds of death threats
MICHAEL GOTTSCHALK/GETTY

A Muslim feminist who founded a liberal

mosque in Berlin has travelled to Britain

under police protection to set up a similar

place of worship.

The proposed mosque would allow men and

women to pray together and welcome gay

worshippers.

Gabriel Samuels |
Kaya Burgess,
Religious Affairs Correspondent
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Seyran Ates, 54, a Muslim lawyer and

women’s rights activist of Turkish-Kurdish

descent, has received hundreds of death

threats since she opened the Ibn-Rushd-

Goethe mosque in Berlin last month. It allows

worshippers of all genders to pray side by side,

welcomes LGBT people, and opposes the

wearing of full face veils for security reasons.

Believers from Sunni and Shia backgrounds

and other denominations within Islam are

encouraged to preach together and previous

congregations at the mosque, which rents

space from the St Johannes Lutheran church,

have included Christians, Jews and atheists.

Ms Ates, who receives 24-hour police

protection, hopes to set up a similar mosque

in Britain within a year and wants to see

similar places of worship in all European

capitals. She said the purpose of her project

was to “fight fundamentalism and extremism

in all forms” and denied her resolve had been

aSected by the threats against her life.
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“I can block it out, I never give up,” she said. “I

can look in the mirror each morning and say I

did something . . . If you’re afraid, nothing

changes. I would prefer to die than live in a

world where we do nothing about extremism.”

Ms Ates visited several British mosques

yesterday in an eSort to forge partnerships

with imams willing to adopt her vision of a

tolerant Islam. Her full itinerary was

confidential for security purposes but she

confirmed she had visited Finsbury Park

mosque in north London, a site once

associated with the radical preachings of Abu

Hamza al-Masri. “People say they feel good

when they come to the Berlin mosque,” she

added. “It’s light and untraditional, and people

feel calm. The whole atmosphere is

wonderful, our door is open to everyone. This

is how I always imagined religion to be.”
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Comments are subject to our community guidelines, which can be

viewed here.

Ms Ates, a long-term opponent of President

Erdogan, also accused the Turkish

government of spreading fake news about her

mosque in Berlin. She claimed state media

had doctored a photograph so it appeared that

a congregation member was disrespectfully

treading on a copy of the Koran.
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Why would she want to twist this religion to fit.
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The hero we all need. 
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'She has received  hundreds of death threats'. I
would love to send her a 'life threat' instead.
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