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The campaiGn GoeS To The Global SummiT!
From June 10 – 13, 2014 UK Foreign Secretary William Hague and UN Special Envoy Angelina Jolie 
hosted the Global Summit to End Sexual Violence in Conflict, in London UK.  The Global Summit—
the largest gathering of its kind in history—brought together government officials, civil society  
organizations and experts from around the world to commit to a concrete plan to end the use of rape 
as a weapon of war. 

The International Campaign to Stop Rape & Gender Violence in Conflict lead a delegation of 
over 80 grassroots activists from around the world to the Global Summit. The delegation included 
Nobel Peace Laureates Jody Williams, Leymah Gbowee, Shirin Ebadi, and Tawakkol Karman as well 
as sexual violence survivors, grassroots women leaders and actor Danai Gurira. 

Members of the Campaign travelled to the Global Summit to ensure the voices and needs of sexual 
violence survivors were at the forefront of ministerial discussions. The Campaign’s participation in 
the Global Summit also aimed to ensure funding is given directly to grassroots  
women’s organizations preventing sexual violence and supporting survivors around the world. 

Throughout the Global Summit, the Campaign worked to:

Highlight the success of Campaign members working to stop rape, support survivors and 
introduce key policy makers and the general public to their work.

Spotlight Campaign members from the Democratic Republic of Congo and their incredible 
grassroots activism through the world premiere of an exhibit of photography and videos.
 
Amplify the voices of sexual violence survivors and supporting their coordinated activist  
efforts through the launch of a new survivors network, Survivors United for Action. 

danai Gurira JoinS The campaiGn
Actor and award-winning playwright Danai Gurira joined the Campaign at the 
Global Summit to call on world leaders to put survivors’ voices and needs front 
and center. Danai—celebrated for her work to highlight the strength of African 
women through theatre as well as her role in AMC’s “The Walking Dead”—stood 
alongside sexual violence survivors and activists at the launch of Beauty in 
the Middle and Survivors United for Action. Her compelling words of solidarity 
forged a strong bond with Campaign members, and the Campaign looks  
forward to joining forces with her again in the future.



The campaiGn TaKeS acTion
In the lead-up to the Global Summit the Campaign lobbied tirelessly for the voices of survivors and 
grassroots activists to be included in official discussions and expert panel sessions. The initial  
Global Summit programme did not include survivors or grassroots activists in any high-level  
government meetings or events at the Summit—the Campaign played a critical role in reversing their 
exclusion. As a result, Campaign members including Wah Ku Shee of Women’s League of Burma, 
Fahima Hashim of Salmmah Women’s Resource Center and Julienne Lusenge of Female Solidarity 
for Integrated Peace and Development (SOFEPADI), shared their insights with government  
representatives. 

The Campaign had a strong presence in other areas of the Global Summit, as well. Campaign  
members—including Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, Promundo, and  
Physicians for Human Rights—hosted discussions in the Fringe area of the Summit and engaged the 
general public in their work to end sexual violence in conflict. Many more Campaign members  
greeted attendees in the public Marketplace where they raised funds to support their work through 
selling goods made by sexual violence survivors. 

beauTy in The middle:  
Women of conGo SpeaK ouT
The Campaign launched Beauty in the Middle: Women of Congo 
Speak Out, a multimedia exhibit that highlights the essential and 
important work of grassroots women activists in eastern Democratic 
Republic of Congo in responding to sexual violence in conflict. The 
exhibit features images and video captured during the Campaign’s 
delegation to eastern Congo in February 2014. 

The exhibit, featuring 45 remarkable photos by award-winning  
photographer Pete Muller, launched with a vernissage and was open 
to the general public for the duration of the Global Summit. Over 
2,500 individuals experienced the story of Congo’s women! A  
number of high-profile guests visited the exhibit, including UN  
Special Envoy Angelina Jolie, UK Foreign Secretary William Hague, 
and former Special Representative of the UN Secretary General on 
Sexual Violence in Conflict Margot Wallström. 



SpoTliGhT on conGo Women
The Campaign delegation included a number of women activists from eastern Democratic  
Republic of Congo eager to share their demands with officials. On behalf of these women, the  
Campaign pressed the UK government to include their voices in high-level events and expert  
sessions. As a result of the Campaign’s demands, the UK government conceded and Congo  
women’s voices resonated at the Global Summit. 

 Women of Congo Speak Out, a video highlighting the peacework of Congo’s women, was   
 screened to more than 500 delegates during the opening session of the Global Summit.  

 Julienne Lusenge of Female Solidarity for Integrated Peace and Development (SOFEPADI)   
 spoke on an expert panel addressing strategies for survivor-centered care.  

 Neema Namadamu of Maman Shujaa shared her work with UN Special Envoy Angelina Jolie   
 and UK Foreign Secretary William Hague during their tour of Beauty in the Middle: Women of   
 Congo Speak Out.  

 Officials from the United States delegation met with Julienne Lusenge to learn more about  
 effective grassroots prevention and protection of survivors in eastern Congo.

un Special enVoy anGelina Jolie & uK foreiGn SecreTary 
William haGue ViSiT beauTy in The middle 

The incredibly powerful story told by the Beauty in the  
Middle multi-media exhibit attracted a number of high profile 
guests—including United Nations Special Envoy Angelina 
Jolie and United Kingdom Foreign Secretary William Hague. 

Neema Namadamu of Maman Shujaa, Carine Novi of  
SOFEPADI and Nyota Babunga of the Congolese Women’s 
Fund (FFC) among others greeted Jolie and Hague at the  
exhibit. The Congolese women activists shared their work 
with the two guests, particularly the need for increased  
support for women-led grassroots initiatives. Hague and Jolie 
showed gratitude and admiration for the Congolese women’s 
response to prevent and protect survivors of sexual violence 
in Congo. 



Social media hiGhliGhTS





SurViVorS uniTed for acTion

Putting the voices of survivors front and center is a priority for the Campaign. At the Global  
Summit, the Campaign launched the first-ever network of sexual violence survivors focused on rape 
and gender violence in conflict—Survivors United for Action. The Network connects survivors’ voices 
to global leaders, bridging the gap between grassroots activism and national and international  
policymaking. 

Nobel Laureates and government officials paid 
tribute to the Network’s remarkable survivor-
activist Steering Committee members at the 
launch. A number of notable individuals— 
including Norway Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Borge Brende, Netherlands Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Frans Timmermans and Canadian General 
Romeo Dallaire—participated in the event, which 
attracted over 120 attendees. 

Throughout the Global Summit, the Campaign 
made a concerted effort to lobby for the  
inclusion of survivors’ voices in ministerial  
discussions. As a result of these efforts the UK 
Government granted Survivors United for Action 
Steering Committee Members a seat at select 
discussion tables. Their presence was powerful, 
and their words illuminated the reality and  
immediacy of survivors’ needs to ministers and 
officials.

meeT The STeerinG commiTTee
The Survivors United for Action Steering  
Committee features women leaders from conflict 
zones across the globe who have turned their  
experiences into powerful grassroots activism to 
end sexual violence in their own communities.

Jineth Bedoya Lima 
Colombia

Esperance Kavira
DR Congo

Hania Moheeb
Egypt

Micheline Muzaneza
South Africa

Valentina Rosendo Cantú 
Mexico

Jody Williams
USA



reSulTS & ouTcomeS
The Global Summit was an incredible opportunity for civil society, policy makers and media to  
witness the growing international momentum to end sexual violence in conflict—and take concrete 
action against impunity and gender violence. 

 The UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office launched the International Protocol on the  
 documentation and investigation of sexual violence in conflict. The Protocol outlines the basic  
 standards of best practice on the documentation of sexual violence as a crime under  
 International Law. Alongside offering important legal guidelines, the Protocol encourages a  
 multi-sector response to investigating sexual violence.

 A few ministers and officials at the Global Summit made concrete commitments to end sexual  
 violence in conflict. Many more addressed the issue by referring to actions they had taken in 
  the past, with little mention of meaningful actions they would take in the future. On top of the   
 lack of commitments made, civil society organizations, including the Campaign, reported  
 being excluded from high-level panel discussions and meetings with policy makers. 

 The Campaign was energized by the general public and media response to the civil society 
  organizations at the Global Summit. As well, large media outlets, such as BBC and The   
 Guardian, spotlighted the work of Campaign members to end sexual violence. 

 To follow up, the Campaign Advisory Committee met to determine a course of action for the 
  coming year. Members committed to engaging South Sudan and the Central African Republic 
  in the Campaign, as well as developing a Sexual Violence in Conflict Monitor. They also   
 pledged to continue taking action to pressure international donors to follow-up on their  
 funding commitments.  

by The numberS

82 Campaign delegates

129 Countries represented 
at the Global Summit

79 Ministers 17, 104 Followers reached  
on social media

100+ Articles in print, radio,  
online and TV media 

Delegates in  
attendance

1,700

30 Campaign members 
in key leadership roles

2,500 Individuals experienced 
Beauty in the Middle

100 Attendees at Survivors 
United for Action Launch



ThanK you To our parTnerS
Artefact Haiti 
Bell Garden Buddhist Centre
Center for Women War Victims 
Equality Now
Female Solidarity for Integrated Peace and  
Development (SOFEPADI)
Femmes Africa Solidarite
Foot in the Door Consulting
Fundación Rigoberta Menchú Tum
Gbowee Peace Foundation Africa
Human Rights Watch 
Institute for Inclusive Security
Isis-WICCE
It’s Not Time to Be Silent
Just Associates JASS
Liga de Mujeres Desplazadas
MADRE
Panzi Hospital

Pete Muller Photography 
Physicians for Human Rights
Promundo 
Salmmah Women’s Resource Centre
Sonke Gender Justice 
Soul of Money Institute 
Synergy of Congolese Women’s Association
The School of Oriental and African Studies  
(University of London)
The Women’s Foundation
V-Day
Women’s International League for Peace and 
Freedom (WILPF)
Women’s League of Burma
Women’s Media Centre
Women4Nonviolence in Peace+Conflict Zones
Center for Women War Victims 

ThanK you To our donorS
Cynda Collins Arsenault
Kristine Ashe
Sarah Cavanaugh
Karin Forseke
Melissa and Pete Giovale
Byron Miller
Margot Pritzker
Marci Shimoff
Sara Vetter
Kay Wilemon

Nancy and Emily Word
Trea Yip
Embrey Family Foundation
Tides Foundation
Funding Leadership and Opportunities for Women 
(FLOW) of Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs
NORAD, Norwegian Agency for Development  
Cooperation
Oak Foundation
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