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AGENDA 
 Welcome and Introductions (All)  

 Airport Green Roof (Kristin Hall, Office of Sustainability) 

 City’s Park Assessment (Jessica Gift, Capital Projects) 

 Cleveland Tree Plan updates (Cleveland Tree Coalition) 

 Climate Smart Cities (Matt Schmidt, Trust for Public Land) 

 Pollinators (Amber Barnes, Pollinator Partnership 

   Cathi Lehn, Office of Sustainability) 

  Tour of Morgan Conservatory 

 



Kristin Hall, Director 
Mayor’s Office of Sustainability 



Cleveland Airport Green Roof 



Cleveland Airport Green Roof 



Jessica Gift, Manager of Parks and Recreation, Research and Planning  
City of Cleveland, Mayor’s Office of Capital Projects (MOCAP) 



City of Cleveland Park Buffer Map 



 Sandra Albro, Co-Chair 
 Holden Forests and Gardens 

 
 Emily Bacha 

Western Reserve Land Conservancy 
 

 Chad Clink 
Holden Forests and Gardens 
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Sandra Albro 

Holden Forests & Gardens 

 

 

 

Jill Ziegler  

Forest City Realty Trust 

 





• Published in 2013 

• Average 19% tree 

canopy citywide 

– 4%–39% 

– not distributed 

equitably  

 

CLEVELAND  

TREE PLAN 



CLEVELAND  

TREE PLAN 

ACTIONS 

1. Formalize Partnerships 

2. Outreach and Education 

3. Funding Plan 

4. Tree Inventory 

5. Management Plan 

6. Operational Review 

7. Canopy Goal 

8. Policy Changes 

9. Plant with a Purpose  

 



• Work collaboratively on policies, programs and engagement to rebuild tree 

canopy  

• 30+ organizations 

CLEVELAND 

TREE COALITION 



MEMBERS 

o AECOM   

o Alliance for the Great Lakes 

o American Forests 

o Campus District  

o Cleveland Clinic 

o Cleveland City Planning 

o Cleveland Division of Forestry 

o Cleveland Metroparks 

o Cleveland Metropolitan Housing Authority 

o Cleveland Museum of Natural History 

o Cleveland Neighborhood Progress 

o Cleveland State University 

o Cuyahoga County Land Bank 

o Cuyahoga River Restoration 

o Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation 

District 

o Davey Resource Group 

 

o Dominion 

o Forest City Realty Trust 

o Holden Forests & Gardens 

o KeyBank 

o Lakeview Cemetery 

o LAND Studio 

o Mayor’s Office of Sustainability 

o Mayor’s Office of Capital Projects 

o Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating 
Agency 

o Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District 

o Ohio Department of Natural Resources 

o Ohio Landscape Association 

o PwC 

o University Hospitals 

o West Creek Conservancy  

o Western Reserve Eco Network  

o Western Reserve Land Conservancy 

 

CLEVELAND 

TREE COALITION 



• Tree experts from several organizations with sign-off by Coalition 

• 30% tree canopy by 2040 (planted by 2030) 

• 50,000 trees by 2020 

– City of Cleveland: 5,000 trees by 2020 

• Stretch goal: 40% 

CLEVELAND 

CANOPY GOAL 



Summary 

Credit: CSU Center for Community Planning and Development using information from 

the Cleveland Tree Plan, the Cuyahoga County Greenprint and Google Streetview 



TREE BENEFITS 

 

o Trees improve public health and safety:  
o improve oxygen 

o reduce asthma and other respiratory issues 

o reduce violence in neighborhoods as tree canopy increases 

 

o Trees add economic value to residential properties 

and businesses: 
o cut summer energy costs for cooling by up to 20%  

o increases business traffic in commercial districts 

CLEVELAND 

TREE PLAN 



TREE BENEFITS 

 

o Trees improve the environment:  
o slow stormwater 

o reduce pollutants 

o absorb carbon dioxide  

o store carbon 

 

o Trees are critical for non-human animals: 
o increase urban wildlife habitat 

o part of many kinds of conservation efforts 
 

CLEVELAND 

TREE PLAN 



• Encourage your organization to join the Coalition  

• Commit to planting trees in your own yard 

• Advocate for protecting and increasing tree canopy in 

your neighborhood 

• Learn to be a tree steward  

•        /cletrees 

GET INVOLVED! 



Q&A 

Co-chairs: 

 

Sandra Albro 

Cleveland Botanical Garden 

 

 

 

Jill Ziegler  

Forest City Realty Trust 

 



#ARBORDAYCLE 

 

celebrating urban reforestation efforts  







EARTH DAY TREE PLANTING 

• Multiple Cleveland Tree Coalition 

members teamed up with the Third 

Federal Foundation, the Boys and Girls 

Club of Greater Cleveland, and Slavic 

Village Development to plant 25 robust 

trees on the club campus 





ARBOR DAY @ EARTH FEST 

• Staff and volunteers distributed 1,000 tree 
seedlings to the public in an “assembly line” 
process (additional 1,500 at other Arbor Day 
events) with the support of Forest City, Key 
Bank, and multiple Cleveland Tree Coalition 
members 

 

• Participants mapped where trees were 
planted 

 

• Workshops were held on the value of trees 
and proper tree planting 

 







ARBOR DAY PLANTING 

• Western Reserve Land Conservancy has 
organized an Arbor Day Tree Planting at 
Citizens Academy in Glenville with staff from 
City of Cleveland Office of Sustainability, 
Holden Forests & Gardens, Davey Tree, and 
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District 

 

• Mayor Frank Jackson and members of the 
Cleveland Tree Coalition announced 
Cleveland’s tree canopy goal before planting 

 







ARBOR DAY MARKETING 

• Cleveland Tree Plan 

• Cleveland Tree Coalition Facts at a 

Glance (brief description of Coalition, 

Cleveland Tree Plan, and Benefits of 

Trees) 

• Cleveland Tree Coalition Contacts 

• Contact Information Collection Forms for 

Tree Giveaways (paper and electronic)  

 

 





ARBOR DAY MARKETING 

 

 

@CLEtrees 

 

#ArborDayCLE 

 



Vibrant Green Communities 
CLEVELAND FOUNDATION GRANT 



Cleveland Tree Plan 



Action #2 

Develop and implement an 
outreach and education strategy  



Action #8 
Institute policy changes supportive of  

urban forestry  

 



Action #9 

Plant with a purpose: trees for neighborhood equity  

 



Grant Outcomes 

1) Assess and improve city 
tree policies (policy 
guide) 

2) Collaborate on 
purposeful, equitable, & 
cost effective planting 
campaigns 

3) Educate the public on 
the benefits of trees 
through community 
education and outreach 

4) Develop and pilot a Tree 
Corps program 
(workforce development) 

Supports 2 new positions –  

Arborist Educator and  

Tree Care Coordinator 



Thank You! 

Chad Clink, BCMA/RCA#589 

Community Forester 

The Holden Arboretum 

9500 Sperry Road 

Kirtland, Ohio 44094  

P 330.760.1476 

F 440.256.5836 

 



 

Matt Schmidt 
Program Director 

Trust for Public Land 
 















Climate-Smart Cleveland 
A Climate Collaboration Model 



Our Climate-Smart Cities Framework 

Connect Cool 

Absorb Protect 



Climate-Smart Cities Implementation  

GI Project Development GI Coalition Building / 
Learning Labs 

Policy and Decision Making  

Range of Implementation Opportunities  



Mulitple 
Benefit 

Greening 

Federal & 
State 

City 

Regional 

Community 
Groups Non-Profits 

Academia 

Architecture, 
Technology, and Other 

For-Proft Services 

Property and 
Development 

Cross Sector Technical Advisory Team 



Equity 
• Connecting People to Parks 
• Low Income Households 
• Communities of Color 
• Renters 
• Residents Under 5 
• Residents Over 64 

Cleveland Modeling Criteria 

Public Health 

• Diabetes 

• Asthma 

• Obesity 

• Kidney Disease 

• Stroke 

• Coronary Disease 

• Lead Levels 
Cool 

• Impervious Surfaces 

• Urban Heat Islands – Day 

• Urban Heat Islands - Night 



Connect 
• Improve Transit Access 
• Create Connections to 

Parks and Green Space 
• Fill Gaps in the Active 

Transportation Network 
• Connect Low-Income 

Communities to Job 
Districts 

• Safe Routes to School 
• Enhance Bicyclist and 

Pedestrian Safety 

Cleveland Modeling Criteria 

Absorb 

• Flood Risk 

• Impaired Waters 

• Wetland Borders 

• Nuisance Flooding 

• Sinks 

• Aging Infrastructure 

• Estimate Runoff 

Potential 



Decision Support Tool 



Utilizing the GIS Functions 

Data Exploration 

Functions:  

• Layer exploration 

• Cartography Tools 

• Print Tool 

• Comparison Slider 

Site Selection 
Functions:  

• Query  

• Site Selection 

Site Analysis 

Functions:  

• Address Search 

• Parcel Selection 

• Profile Reports 





Amber Barnes, Pollinator Partnership 
http://www.pollinator.org/  

 
http://www.sustainablecleveland.org/blog  

http://www.pollinator.org/
http://www.sustainablecleveland.org/blog


http://www.ophi.info/ 



Ohio Pollinator Health,  
Protection and Conservation Plan 

Scheduled for release during National Pollinator Week 

• Executive Summary 

• Section I. Pollinator Roles and Concerns 

• Current Status of Ohio Pollinators 

• Pollinator Health Issues 

• Section II. Actions to Benefit Pollinators 

• Goals for Pollinator Health 

• Improving Pollinator Habitat in Gardens and Lawns 

• Beekeeping to Maximize Pollinator Health 

• Maximizing Pollinator Health and Pollination Services on Farms 

• Improving Pollinator Habitat in Prairies, Roadsides, and Open Spaces 

• Public Health and Minimizing Impacts to Pollinators 

• Appendix A. Plan Creation, Implementation, and Evaluation 

 



Comments? 

Questions? 



TOUR! 


