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SUMMARY

In 2008, The Gardening for Greenbacks Program 
was established to forge Cleveland as a model for 
local food system development and serve as a 
resource to ensure that every resident has access 
to fresh, healthy and affordable food. The 
Gardening for Greenbacks program assists 
entrepreneurs that are seeking to do urban farming 
as a "for-profit" venture. The Grant is to be used by 
individuals and entities wishing to establish or 
expand their urban farm.





Program Requirements

• $25 Application fee.

• Operate as a for-profit urban gardener for a period of two years.

• Successfully complete market garden training.

• Have an executed lease for a farmer’s market or a plot of land that allows farm stands.

• Have contracts for sales of produce to local venues.

• Applicant must provide a minimum of 10% equity.

Loan Terms

The Applicant is required to submit annual job creation reports and monitoring reports for 
produce sales levels for a term of at least two years.

Ineligible Applicants

The Gardening for Greenbacks Program cannot be used with the City’s Summer Sprout 
Program.



Max Assistance

The recoverable grant awarded is 
between $3,000 and $5,000.

Eligible Uses

• Tools and equipment

• Display tables and booths

• Hoop Houses

• Irrigation systems

• Rain Barrels

• Construction materials

• Signage and fencing

• Soil





Grant Recipients



Outcomes



Success Story
Annabel and Eric Khouri have been 
slowly expanding their urban garden 
operation for the last several years. 
Recently, they purchased the parcel 
at 3608 West 114th Street next door 
to their current site to expand their 
operations even further.  

Bay Branch Farm came to the City for 
financial assistance in the amount of a 
$3,000 grant under the Gardening for    
Greenbacks Program to partially fund 
costs to purchase gardening 
equipment and install an irrigation 
system at the new site. Their total 
project cost was $3,600. The project 
will create one full time job. This is the 
second grant Bay Branch Farm has 
received from the City as their 
operation continues to grow.



Success Story

Cavotta’s Garden Center is an existing, 
renown, for-profit gardening center 
which took over and transformed an 
adjacent vacant lot at 19511 
Nottingham Road in the Collinwood 
neighborhood. The owner, Angela 
Cavotta, removed existing 
impermeable materials from the lot to 
expand her urban farm and compliment 
her existing garden center.

Funds from the Gardening for 
Greenbacks grant, awarded in 2017, 
assisted with the purchase of one high 
tunnel, the installation of an irrigation 
system, rain barrels and clean infill soil. 
Ms. Cavotta also used the funds to 
install a perimeter fence. 

The Gardening for Greenbacks grant 
was integral to helping the Garden 
Center transform a vacant liability into 
an asset. 



Success of urban farming in the City of 

Cleveland - In the News

“How Urban Agriculture Swept through Greater 

Cleveland,” Cleveland.com. July 17, 

2017 https://www.cleveland.com/metro/2017/0

7/urban_farms_proliferate_in_cle.html

“Top 10 Cities in the U.S. for Urban Farming, “ 

Inhabitant. 6/22/2016 https://inhabitat.com/top-

10-cities-in-the-us-for-urban-farming/

“Urban Agriculture in Ohio — Promoting local 

food production and creating economic 

opportunities statewide “ Ohio State University, 

College of Food, Agricultural, and 

Environmental Sciences, February 15, 

2019 https://cfaes.osu.edu/stories/urban-

agriculture-in-ohio

https://www.cleveland.com/metro/2017/07/urban_farms_proliferate_in_cle.html
https://inhabitat.com/top-10-cities-in-the-us-for-urban-farming/
https://cfaes.osu.edu/stories/urban-agriculture-in-ohio
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