
 

 

 
August 24, 2015 
 
Ben Hartig, Chairman 
South Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
4055 Faber Place Drive, Suite 201 
N. Charleston, SC  29405 
 
Dear Chairman Hartig, 
 
We oppose the live bottom spawning Special Management Zones in Snapper-Grouper 
Management Plan Amendment 36 and ask the fishery council to end any further consideration of 
approving these areas. 
 
It’s clear these additional closed fishing areas are not justified and will unnecessarily hurt 
fishermen and associated businesses. 
 
These SMZs are not a part of any fishery rebuilding plan required by the Magnuson-Stevens Act 
and replicate the purpose of the eight existing deep-water Marine Protected Areas (700 sq. miles) 
in protecting spawning snapper and grouper. 
 
Until the fishery council adopts a monitoring and evaluation plan for the existing MPAs and 
NOAA can evaluate their effectiveness in protecting snapper-grouper species, additional closed 
areas cannot be justified and are an unnecessary burden on fishermen. 
 
The fishery council and NOAA approved nearly 24,000 sq. miles of deep-water Coral Habitat 
Areas of Particular Concern in which bottom fishing is substantially restricted by prohibitions on 
anchoring and bottom longlines. As you are aware, the MPA Expert Work Group assumed 50 
percent protection efficiency for CHAPCs, meaning the 24,000 sq. miles of CHAPCs equate to 
12,000 sq. miles of MPAs – additional protection for spawning snapper-grouper species about the 
size of Rhode Island, Delaware, and Connecticut combined. 
 
Additionally, the council approved a four month grouper spawning season closure for all sectors 
that has been in effect for six years. 
 
I believe the fishery council is aware of the economic difficulties of all sectors of the snapper-
grouper fishery since the advent of mandatory annual catch limit management. Now is not the 
time to impose regulations that exceed the requirements of the MSA. 
 
We do support the use of SMZs to protect experimental artificial reefs that have been constructed 
off South Carolina. We also support moving the Charleston Deep Artificial Reef MPA boundary 
“box” as requested by the S.C. Dept. of Natural Resources to track where the actual reef materials 
have settled on the bottom.
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Should the fishery council decide to move forward with the live bottom spawning SMZs despite the lack 
of justification, we ask the council to use the SMZ alternatives that are the smallest in size to reduce 
impacts on fishermen, reconsider how the transit provision works, and drop consideration of any live 
bottom SMZs off South Carolina, particularly the Georgetown Hole. 
 
With two experimental un-fished mid-shelf artificial reefs, a newly constructed deep-water artificial reef 
MPA, and 145 sq. miles of MPAs, all of which protect spawning snapper and grouper, it’s difficult to 
justify the closure of the Georgetown Hole or any other areas of live bottom off the state. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
Wayne Mershon 
President 
 


