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Dr. Judith Vergun is a Plant Community Ecologist and Ecological Educator. She 
received her degrees in the College of Agricultural Sciences, Oregon State 
University (OSU) in 1993, when she accepted a faculty position in the College of 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Sciences, OSU. Beginning in 2002 she held a joint 
appointment with OSU and the School of Ocean and Earth Sciences and 
Technology, University of Hawai’i at Manoa. In 2004, Vergun was honored with a 
Presidential Award for Excellence in Science, Mathematics and Engineering 
Mentoring for the Native Americans in Marine and Space Sciences Program that 
included the Hawaiian Kumu Ola Source of Knowledge Program, the Diversity 
Internship Program for African American and Latino students, and the Traditional 
Ecological Knowledge Program for graduate students. Vergun’s work links 
traditional and local knowledge of homeplace and scientific research to create a 
body of knowledge and wisdom about sustainable management practices and 
shared philosophies. She is an honored Ecologist in the Ecological Society of 
America, a Sequoyah Fellow and Elder in the American Indian Science and 
Engineering Society, Inaugural Program Director for the Leopold Leadership 
Program -- training scientists in effective communication strategies, and she is 
currently Director for Conference and Presentation Programs in the Association 
for Integrity and Responsible Leadership in Economics and Related Professions, 
Washington DC. 
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