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I 
n 2010, voters in North Carolina 
elected a Republican majority to 
clean up the mess. And last session, a 
new law sponsored by 

Representative Szoka did just that — by 
both fundamentally reforming the state’s 
unemployment insurance system and 
setting a plan in motion to not only pay off 
the $2.6 billion tab, but build-up a one 
billion dollar reserve fund for future 
unemployed workers. And unlike in the 
past, the new law restricts this reserve 
fund to the direct payment of 
unemployment benefits. That way, it’s 
protected from shifty politicians who 
might be inclined use it for other things — 
like some were fond of doing with 
education lottery money. (By the way, that 
$2.6 billion was in addition to a $2.7 
billion deficit under Governor Beverly 
Perdue.) 

Brian Balfour: The 
unknown N.C. tax-cut 

bonanza 

I n 2013, (beginning of Szoka’s first 
term in office) North Carolina’s 

unemployment insurance (UI) 
program was in terrible shape. Like 
most states, North Carolina borrowed 
funds from the federal government to 
cover increased unemployment benefits 

during the great recession. The Tar Heel 
State owed Washington $2.75 billion. As a 
result, the state’s employers were being 
hit with stiff federal UI tax hikes. 

Making matters worse, North Carolina was 
still experiencing unemployment rates 
that were exceeding national averages. To 
help kick start the state’s recovery, North 
Carolina legislators passed historic state 
income tax cuts that were estimated to 
generate $2.4 billion in tax savings over 
five years. 

While reams of articles, studies and 
analysis have been devoted to those 
reforms, I bet you haven’t heard a word 
about another tax cut that has already 
saved North Carolina’s economy roughly 
half a billion dollars, and will cut taxes by 
an estimated $700 million per year during 
the next four years. 

These sizeable savings can be traced back 
to North Carolina’s early repayment of the 

UI funds borrowed from the federal 
government. 

 

(20215-2016 State Budget cont’d on page 2) 
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Raleigh Update...Raleigh Update...Raleigh Update...   

Reforms to the state’s unemployment benefits in 2013 
included bringing maximum amount and duration of 
benefits in line with those of neighboring states. These 
moves also triggered the cutoff of long-term federal UI 
benefits being moved up by six months. 

Those changes brought savings that enabled the state to 
pay off the feds by May of this year. Without the changes, 
North Carolina would not have paid off the debt until 2020. 

Predictably, however, the reaction from the media and 
talking heads was fierce and uniformly negative. For 
instance, the New York Times’ Paul Krugman declared the 
reforms to be part of a “war on the unemployed.” 

Supporters, on the other hand, pointed out that reducing 
the UI benefits would alter the incentives facing the 
unemployed, tipping the scales on the margins in favor of 
returning to work versus staying on the unemployment 
rolls and waiting for more ideal job opportunities that may 
never materialize. 

Ironically, none other than Paul Krugman himself in his 
2010 economics textbook agreed. “Public policy designed 
to help workers who lose their jobs can lead to structural 
unemployment as an unintended side effect,” wrote 
Krugman, explaining that granting more generous benefits 
“reduces a worker’s incentive to quickly find a new job.” 

So what were the actual results? Since the UI reforms, 
North Carolina has added jobs at a rate higher than 
neighboring states and the national average. 

Moreover, because of the early debt payoff, employers will 
save more than $2.5 billion over the next four years – a 
huge relief that frees up money for job creation and capital 
investment that will lift wages. 

Under the debt repayment plan drawn up by the feds, 
North Carolina’s job creators would have faced increasing 
federal unemployment tax rates, with a final payoff date as 
late as 2020. UI tax costs per worker on businesses would 
have tripled by 2019, draining hundreds of millions in 
funds annually that otherwise could have been reinvested 
in the businesses to create jobs. The interest payments 
alone would have totaled close to half a billion dollars. 

Instead, due to the reforms, the federal UI tax hikes were 
halted last year, and dropped back to standard rates again 
this year after the debt was paid off. 

Moreover, the UI reforms have helped the Employment 
Security Commission build up reserves in the UI Trust Fund 
to nearly $750 million, which is expected to reach $1 billion 
by the end of the coming winter. That in turn likely will 
speed up further savings under a newly revised state law. 

Penalties from the Federal Government: Previously, 

a 20% surtax would be added on to the UI tax as long 
as the UI Trust Fund balance stayed below $1 billion 
as of August 1. But Senate Bill 15, ratified in 
September, pushed back the deadline to next March 1 
– providing enough time for reserves to reach the $1 
billion threshold and thus making the surtax 
suspension applicable to 2016. This would generate 
another $240 million in tax savings for NC employers 
next year alone. 

Keep in mind that, without the 2013 UI reforms and 
the resulting early debt payoff, the $1 billion threshold 
likely would not have been reached for another five 
years or more, potentially costing job creators another 
$1.2 billion in taxes. 

And as employers either retain the additional UI tax 
savings or use them to invest in job creation, more tax 
revenue will flow to the state’s General Fund. This 
helps state income and sales taxes remain low. 

So it’s such a shame North Carolina’s 2013 
unemployment insurance reforms, which stirred up a 
lot of controversy at the time, have drawn so little 
attention since – and why it’s time more people hear 
about North Carolina’s other tax cuts.  

# # # 

Protection for Fort Bragg's 

440th Airlift Wing included 
in defense spending bill 
By Drew Brooks Military editor |  

 

Fort Bragg's 440th Airlift Wing 

A C-130H sits on the flight line after returning from an 
aero-medical training flight Wednesday, March 5, 2014, on 
Pope Field. An Air Force proposal is recommending cutting 
the 440th Airlift Wing's aircraft and shuttering the unit. The 
wing moved to Fort Bragg not long ago, as part of the 2005 
BRAC. 

Defense Spending 

Bill 

Congress has agreed on a 
defense spending bill, and 
that could bode well for 
those trying to save Fort 
Bragg's 440th Airlift Wing. 

(Continued from page 1) 

unknown N.C. tax-cut bonanza 

(Defense Spending Bill—Continued on page 3) 
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Raleigh Update Continued ...Raleigh Update Continued ...Raleigh Update Continued ...   

The 2016 National Defense 
Authorization Act, long stalled in the 
legislature, was reconciled Tuesday, 
according to officials. 

The final version of the bill includes 
an amendment from Sen. Thom Tillis 
aimed at providing added protection 
for the 440th, which the Air Force 
plans to shutter next year. 

… To read more click here 

### 

_________________________ 

Steven C. McCraw, Assistant 
Director, Office of 
Intelligence, FBI 

Federal Bureau of 
Investigation 

Before the House Judiciary 
Subcommittee on 
Immigration, 

Border Security, and Claims 
on Consular ID Cards 

Washington DC 

June 26, 2003 

Chairman Hostettler, Ranking 
Member Jackson-Lee, and Members 
of the Subcommittee, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation is pleased to 
have the opportunity to appear 
before you today to discuss the 
important issue of consular ID cards.  
The Department of Justice and the 
FBI have been charged by the 
President, with the support of 
Congress, to protect the American 
people from the continuing threats of 
terrorism and the crimes associated 
therewith. It is in the context of our 
post-9/11 world that we present our 
views and concerns to the 
Subcommittee today. 

Over the past two years, we have all 

seen a dramatically increased effort 
to promote and utilize consular ID 
cards as forms of identification for 
foreign nationals who are present in 
the United States. The Government of 
Mexico has been particularly 
aggressive in marketing the use of its 
consular ID card, the Matricula 
Consular. As a result of the extensive 
efforts to promote the use of the 
Matricula Consular, a number of 
other foreign countries are now 
considering the issuance of their own 
consular ID cards. The crucial 
element in the acceptance of any 
consular ID card is the ability to 
verify the actual true identity of the 
bearer of the card. In today's post-
9/11 world, this element is all the 
more important because, in order to 
protect the American people, we 
must be able to determine whether 
an individual is who he purports to 
be. This is essential in our mission to 
identify potential terrorists, locate 
their means of financial support, and 
prevent acts of terrorism from 
occurring. 

Since Mexico's Matricula Consular is 
currently the predominant consular 
ID card in existence, I will focus my 
comments today on this particular 
card. It is believed that consular ID 
cards are primarily being utilized by 
illegal aliens in the United States. 
Foreign nationals who are present in 
the U.S. legally have the ability to use 
various alternative forms of 
identification "most notably a 
passport" for the purposes of 
opening bank accounts, gaining 
access to federal facilities, boarding 
airplanes, and obtaining a state 
driver's license. In addition, foreign 
nationals who are present in the 
United States, either legally or 
illegally, have the ability to obtain a 
passport from their own country's 
embassy or 

consular office.  

The U.S. Government has done an 
extensive amount of research on the 
Matricula Consular, to assess its 
viability as a reliable means of 
identification. The Department of 
Justice and the FBI have concluded 
that the Matricula Consular is not a 
reliable form of identification, due to 
the non-existence of any means of 
verifying the true identity of the card 
holder. The following are the 
primary problems with the Matricula 
Consular that allow criminals to 
fraudulently obtain the cards: First, 
the Government of Mexico has no 
centralized database to coordinate 
the issuance of consular ID cards. 
This allows multiple cards to be 
issued under the same name, the 
same address, or with the same 
photograph.  

Second, the Government of Mexico 
has no interconnected databases to 
provide intra-consular 
communication to be able to verify 
who has or has not applied for or 
received a consular ID card.  

Third, the Government of Mexico 
issues the card to anyone who can 
produce a Mexican birth certificate 
and one other form of identity, 
including documents of very low 
reliability. Mexican birth certificates 
are easy to forge and they are a 
major item on the product list of the 
fraudulent document trade currently 
flourishing across the country and 
around the world. A September 2002 
bust of a document production 
operation in Washington state 
illustrated the size of this trade. A 
huge cache of fake Mexican birth 
certificates was discovered. It is our 
belief that the primary reason a 
market for these birth certificates exists 
is the demand for fraudulently-obtained 
Matricula Consular cards. 

Fourth, in some locations, when an 
individual seeking a Matricula Consular 

(Continued from page 2) 
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is unable to produce any documents 
whatsoever, he will still be issued a 
Matricula Consular by the Mexican 
consular official, if he fills out a 
questionnaire and satisfies the official that 
he is who he purports to be. 

In addition to being vulnerable to fraud, 
the Matricula Consular is also vulnerable to 
forgery. There have been several 
generations of the card; and even the 
newest version can be easily replicated, 
despite its security features. It is our 
estimate that more than 90 
percent of Matricula 
Consular cards now in 
circulation are earlier 
versions of the card, which 
are little more than simple 
laminated cards without any 
security features.  As a result 
of these problems, there are 
two major criminal threats 
posed by the cards, and one 
potential terrorist threat. 

The first criminal threat 
stems from the fact that the 
Matricula Consular can be a 
perfect breeder document for 
establishing a false identity. 
It is our understanding that as many as 13 
states currently accept the Matricula 
Consular for the purpose of obtaining a 
drivers' license. Once in possession of a    
driver's license, a criminal is well on his 
way to using the false identity to facilitate a 
variety of crimes, from money laundering 
to check fraud. And of course, the false 
identity serves to conceal a criminal who is 
already being sought by law enforcement. 
Individuals have been arrested with 
multiple atricula Consular cards in their 
possession, each with the same 
photograph, but with a different name.   

Matching these false Matriculas are false 
driver's licenses, also found in the 
criminals' possession. Such false identities 
are particularly useful to facilitate the 
crime of money laundering, as the criminal 
is able to establish one or more bank 
accounts under completely fictitious 

names. Accounts based upon such 
fraudulent premises greatly hamper 
money-laundering investigations once the 
criminal activity is discovered. As the 
Subcommittee is well aware, the FBI is 
particularly concerned about fraudulent 
financial transactions in the post 9/11 
environment, given the fact that foreign 
terrorists often rely on money transferred 
from within the United States. 

The second criminal threat is that of alien 
smuggling, a crime that has resulted in 
many deaths within the past year. Federal 
officials have arrested alien smugglers who 
have had as many as seven different 

Matricula Consular cards in their 
possession. The cards not only conceal the 
identity of the smuggler, they also serve as 
a magnet for the victims who are enticed to 
entrust their lives to the smugglers, 
believing that the Matricula Consular that 
awaits them will entitle them to all sorts of 
benefits within the United States. 

These criminal threats are significant, but 
it is the terrorist threat presented by the 
Matricula Consular that is most worrisome. 
Federal officials have discovered 
individuals from many different countries 
in possession of the Matricula Consular 
card. Most of these individuals are citizens 
of other Central or South American 
countries. However, at least one individual 
of Middle Eastern descent has also been 
arrested in possession of the Matricula 
Consular card. The ability of foreign 
nationals to use the Matricula Consular to 

create a well-documented, but fictitious, 
identity in the United States provides an 
opportunity for terrorists to move freely 
within the United States without triggering 
name-based watch lists that are 
disseminated to local police officers. It also 
allows them to board planes without 
revealing their true identity. All of these 
threats are in addition to the transfer of 
terrorist funds, mentioned earlier. 

In addition, it is important to note that the 
White House Homeland Security Council is 
currently chairing an interagency working 
group that is developing recommendations 
on Federal policy for Federal acceptance of 

these cards as well as guidance 
to state and local governmental 
agencies on acceptance. The 
interagency group is examining 
policy for acceptance of all 
consular identification cards. 
They are also specifically 
examining counterfeit and 
fraud concerns with the 
Mexican consular identification 
card that would impact its 
acceptance for identification 
purposes. The Department of 

Justice is an active participant 
in that group.  The events of 
9/11 forever changed our 
world. As unpleasant as it may 

be, we must face the realities of our current 
world as they relate to protecting the 
people of the United States. This requires 
continual vigilance, particularly when it 
comes to being able to detect and deter 
those who might abuse the system to 
directly cause harm, or those who might 
aid and abet the financing of terrorist 
operations. 

Thank you. (Steven C. McCraw) 

(Continued from page 3) 

Consular ID Cards 

North Carolina’s September employment 

figures were released (GO to next page for 

numbers) 

OCT 20, 2015 

No. The Mexican government issues consular ID cards to 

Mexican nationals living in the United States. These cards are 

not acceptable proof of identity for Form I-9. 



The NC Department of Commerce  
 

Issued on October 20, 2015 

 

T oday, North Carolina’s September 

employment figures were released by the 

North Carolina Department of Commerce. 

Our State saw a decrease in unemployment 

from 5.9% in August to 5.8% in 

September.  The number of people employed 

increased by almost 3,700 between August 

and September to nearly 4.48 million.  

 

Since September 2014, the private sector has 

created 111,000 new jobs with the largest 

over-the-year increases in the following 

industries: 

Professional & Business Services - 21,600 

jobs 

Leisure & Hospitality Services - 18,700 jobs 

Trade, Transportation & Utilities - 16,600 jobs 

Education & Health Services - 15,500 jobs 

Manufacturing - 11,900 jobs 

Construction - 10,100 jobs 

Financial Activities - 8,800 jobs 

Major industries experiencing a decrease over the year were:  

Government - 3,400 jobs 

Mining & Logging - 300 jobs 

 

Click here to read the official 29 page press release  

from NC Commerce issued today. 

 

http://www.nccommerce.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=dYmFEz344r0%3d&tabid=1849&mid=4733
http://www.nccommerce.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=dYmFEz344r0%3d&tabid=1849&mid=4733
http://www.nccommerce.com/workforce/job-seekers


 
 Representative John Szoka Wins 

Excellence in Public Policy Award 

at Making Energy Work 

Conference 

 

Republican clean energy advocate recognized for legislative leadership, 

principles during NCSEA annual gathering in Raleigh  

 

Raleigh, N.C., Oct. 13, 2015 – Representative John Szoka (R-Cumberland 

County) accepted the Excellence in Public Policy award from the North 

Carolina Sustainable Energy Association (NCSEA), a leading 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy organization dedicated to shaping the state’s 

clean and efficient energy future, at the organization’s annual Making Energy 

Work event in Raleigh on Oct. 6.   

Rep. Szoka, a vocal advocate for free-market energy policies at the state 

legislature, took home the top honors as the sole Excellence in Public Policy award recipient during the Clean Energy 

Awards presentation. Nine of Szoka’s legislative peers, including three senators and six house members, were also 

recognized in the Legislator of the Year and Clean Energy Emerging Leader categories.   

The annual awards presentation was part of NCSEA’s Making Energy Work Conference at the Raleigh Convention 

Center, where hundreds of energy stakeholders gathered to discuss the latest information, solutions and technologies 

impacting North Carolina’s energy future. The winning legislators were presented their awards Tuesday, Oct. 6, after the 

conference’s “Legislative Outlook & Tips for Advocacy” panel, in which Rep. Szoka joined other Republican and Democrat 

legislators for a candid discussion to recap energy policy takeaways from the 2015 long session. 

Rep. Szoka noted in his acceptance speech that he began his legislative tenure a self-professed “clean energy skeptic”. 

However, after meeting with members of the clean energy business community and officials at Ft. Bragg, he continued to 

conduct research on his own, and began to realize the benefits of clean energy to North Carolina’s economy and job 

market. “I'm a poster boy for someone who can change their mind. Once I looked at the facts myself, I began to support 

clean energy,” said Rep. Szoka.   

Rep. Szoka, who sponsored legislation this year to introduce third-party sales to North Carolina’s monopoly utility-

controlled energy market, has proven that he is committed to finding solutions to provide energy choices and energy 

independence for North Carolinians.  

About the NCSEA Clean Energy Awards 

Presented annually since 2005, the NCSEA Legislative Awards highlight leaders who demonstrate outstanding 

willingness to commit time, effort and leadership to expanding North Carolina’s clean energy portfolio and advancing job 

growth and economic investments throughout the state. The 2015 Legislative Award recipients include:  

 

Rep. John Szoka – Excellence in Public Policy 

Sen. Jerry Tillman – Legislator of the Year 

Sen. Brent Jackson – Legislator of the Year 

Sen. Jeff Tarte – Legislator of the Year 

Rep. Chuck McGrady – Legislator of the Year 

Rep. Jason Saine – Legislator of the Year 

Rep. John Bradford – Clean Energy Emerging Leader 

Rep. Sam Watford – Clean Energy Emerging Leader 

Rep. Ken Goodman – Clean Energy Emerging Leader 

Rep. Howard Hunter – Clean Energy Emerging Leader 
 

“Since we began presenting the NCSEA Legislative Awards, North Carolina’s clean energy economy has witnessed 

monumental advances. In just the past 7 years, North Carolina has invested over $2.6 billion in renewable energy 

projects, leading to an economic impact of over $4.7 billion. These investments are paying off. Last month, North Carolina 

became the first state in the southeast and the fourth state in the nation to have surpassed 1 GW of installed solar 

capacity,” said Ivan Urlaub, NCSEA’s executive director. “North Carolina’s clean energy economy has champions from 

every corner of the state. This year’s Legislative Award winners have been instrumental in creating thousands of jobs, and 

providing longstanding infrastructure to secure a resilient, affordable electric portfolio for our future.” 

For more information on the Making Energy Work conference, please visit: http://www.makingenergywork.org/ . 

http://www.energync.org
http://www.energync.org
http://www.makingenergywork.org
http://www.makingenergywork.org/


Happenings In the DistrictHappenings In the DistrictHappenings In the District   
Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing, Inc. Program 

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing (PHWFF) began in 2005 serving wounded military service members at 

Walter Reed Army Medical Center returning from combat in Iraq and Afghanistan. Since then, PHWFF has 

expanded nationwide, establishing its highly successful program in Department of Defense hospitals, Warrior 

Transition Units, and Veterans Affairs Medical Centers and clinics. 

The Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing program provides basic fly fishing, fly casting, fly tying and rod 

building classes, along with clinics participants ranging from beginners who have never fished before, to those 

with prior fly fishing and tying experience who are adapting their skills to their new abilities. All fly fishing and 

tying equipment is provided to the participants at no cost. Fishing trips, both one day and multi-day, are also 

provided free of charge to participants. 

Emil Walsh, a Trac Chair Nominee 

 

Emil Walsh is 17 year veteran of the United 

States Army who grew up in St. Louis, Missouri 

where hunting and fishing were a large part of life 

and his upbringing.  He is a soldier, an 

outdoorsman, a husband and a father.  He lives in 

Fayetteville, NC with his wife, (Devon) who has 

become his full time care giver and his two sons.  

He received the Bronze Star and Purple Heart for 

his actions in Iraq and is now 100% disabled due 

to wounds received in service to his country. 

After separating from the Army, Emil became withdrawn 

and spent most of his time at home. After encouragement 

from his wife, he joined Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing 

and has found a place where he can think about something 

other than his wounds and disabilities.  Emil says, “I just 

want to be normal and PHWFF helps me to feel normal. I 

like PHWFF because the group talks about happy things 

and I can forget the bad things.”   While attending the Fly-

fishing clinics at the Pechmann Fishing Education Center 

make use of a Trak Chair provided by the North Carolina 

Wildlife Resources Commission.  Emil states that having a Trak Chair of his own would allow him to spend 

more time hunting and fishing and provide a greater sense of independence.  

It was an honor to participate in the presentation of the Trac Chair to Emil Walsh.  Project Healing Waters Fly 

Fishing, Inc. nominated him to receive the Trac Chair which will enable him to connect with the outdoors.   

This is a wonderful program and one I whole-heartedly endorse.  Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing, Inc. is 

dedicated to the physical and emotional rehabilitation of disabled active military service personnel and disabled 

veterans through fly fishing and associated activities including education and outings.   

Below are materials containing more information about Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing. Media 

inquiries should be directed to Daniel.Morgan@projecthealingwaters.org 
 

PHWFF Fact Sheet 

Bio of Ed Nicholson, PHWFF Founder and President 

http://www.projecthealingwaters.org/Portals/0/Fact%20Sheet%205-1-15.pdf
http://www.projecthealingwaters.org/Portals/0/Ed%20Bio%20Final%2012%203%2014.pdf


Representative Szoka will participate as a panelist at FEDCON 
Senator Richard Burr, Senator Thom Tillis and the North Carolina Military Business Center are pleased to host the 2015 
North Carolina Federal Construction, Infrastructure & Environmental (FEDCON) Summit in Wilmington, North Carolina at 

the Wilmington Convention Center on October 28-29, 2015.   

 

 

 

WHEN.  October 28-29, 2015 

 

WHERE.  Wilmington Convention Center, 515 Nutt Street, Wilmington, NC 

 

PURPOSE. The "FEDCON" Summit brings together over 600 representatives of the Corps of Engineers, Naval Facilities Engineering Command, 
Fort Bragg, Marine Corps Installations East/Camp Lejeune, Seymour Johnson AFB, other military installations throughout the region, US 
Coast Guard, Department of Veterans Affairs, General Services Administration, other federal agencies, general and specialty contractors, 
designers and construction suppliers throughout the Southeast of the United States. 
 
ATTENDANCE. Attendance is encouraged for: 
* General and specialty contractors that work in VA, NC, SC and GA.  
* Design firms that work in VA, NC, SC and GA.  
* Construction supply firms that work in VA, NC, SC and GA 
* Companies that perform facility-support contracts in VA, NC, SC and GA.  
* Current federal contractors seeking North Carolina partners and suppliers 

  

ANNOUNCEMENT - RESOURCE ROUND UP SESSIONS      

 Lenders, Bonding and Accountants 

Attorneys 

These sessions are structured networking opportunities in which company representatives attending FEDCON can meet one-on-one with 
representatives of accounting, legal, lending and bonding resources that specialize in support to contractors in the federal 
marketplace.  These "Resource Roundups" will occur in the same "Government Lounge" area of the Expo Hall as the "Meet and Greet" 
sessions.   
 
If you are attending the FEDCON Summit and are a lender, bonder, accountant or attorney and would like to participate in one of these 

sessions as an available resource for companies, please email Courtney Smedick at courtney@ncmbc.us for further guidance.   

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER: 

http://www.ncmbc.us/2015FEDCON.php  

The North Carolina Military Business Center (NCMBC) and the North Carolina Sustainable Energy Association (NCSEA) are pleased to host 
the 2015 Southeast Military Energy Roundtable (NCMER) on October 28, 2015 in Wilmington, North Carolina at the Wilmington Convention 
Center.  The NCMER will be held in conjunction with the 2015 Southeast Region Federal Construction, Infrastructure & Environmental 
(FEDCON) Summit on October 28-29, 2015. 

 

BACKGROUND.   The U.S. federal government has announced a Clean Power Plan that outlines goals for all states to achieve carbon 
reduction by 2030.  Additionally, the Department of Defense and the federal government have announced aggressive goals for clean energy, 
including securing 25% of its energy requirements from renewable sources by the year of 2025.  Representative John Szoka will participate 
as a panelist in the breakout sessions. 

  

With this significant federal and Department of Defense demand for clean energy and significant industry capacity within the region for both 
renewable energy and energy conservation, this industry represents significant opportunity for businesses to engage in the federal 
marketplace.  

  

PURPOSE.  The Southeast Region Military Energy Roundtable (MER) will provide a forum for the exchange of information tailored to address 
the needs of installations and federal agencies working to meet mission requirements, federal goals and mandated targets for utilizing clean 
energy including energy generated from renewable sources and energy conservation. The MER will focus on the needs of military installations 
and federal facilities, the capacity of regional businesses to meet those needs, the changing statutory and regulatory environment regarding 
distributed generation in southeastern states, and the opportunities this creates for businesses to meet the federal and military demand for 
clean energy. 

 Four consecutive sessions will focus on: the goals, needs and interests of military installations; the capacity of businesses to meet these 
requirements; challenges to meeting military needs and interests; and pathways forward to achieving military objectives and expanding 
business opportunities and jobs in the southeast.  

### 

mailto:courtney@ncmbc.us
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vg9iEO5uapyBsNCzcChZRDRuXb0AdnR23wsu9rpTbK1qbMkWLPRl9lOG2eBRFsXaTWIG0FSTaGF-rvkaOlXKXFsSRZUBv-zsjRlihtlYfqbCWfqY7wyMC6yXRpw2krbAPBI0uRg7NwhqwFUvH16ZipQga-z5lVGrhZ3ePkpADMA4Ihc9nGVVcHhdGuXhl5wj&c=IwAZhEQR-fq34Vr805Y7o-PQ7QAZyq6-K
http://www.ncmbc.us/2015FEDCON.php
http://www.ncmbc.us/2015FEDCON.php


SUNDAY, September 28, 2015 / 4:00 P.M. 

Meeting with the Fayetteville Chapter of the 

NAACP  

Fayetteville Branch of the NAACP 

On September 28th, I attended a General 

Membership Meeting of the Fayetteville 

Chapter of the NAACP as their invited guest 

speaker.   

After an introduction I gave a very short explanation of what my goals in the General Assembly are 

and then opened the floor to questions about legislation.  What was supposed to have been a 20 minute 

session lasted over one hour as we discussed issues such as education, Medicaid, taxes, economic 

incentives and the budget.   

I have always been, and will continue to be, open to listening to all points of view.  By listening to one 

another and having a respectful dialogue we can always learn from one another.  John Szoka 

MISSION STATEMENT: The mission of the Na-

tional Association for the Advancement of Col-

ored People is to ensure the political, educational, 

social, and economic equality of rights of all per-

sons and to eliminate racial hatred and racial dis-

crimination. 

   Happenings In the DistrictHappenings In the DistrictHappenings In the District   

Six Retirement Options Every Retiree Should Know 
DON’T MISS THE OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN MORE ABOUT RETIREMENT PLANNING!!! 

Retirement planning can be a complex and confusing process. What types of retirement plans are right 
for you? Understand six options for your retirement funds at this program offered four times during the 
month of October. Topics include when to leave assets in a company retirement plan, how to roll your 
money to a new company plan, when to convert your funds to a Roth IRA and when and if you should 

take a lump sum distribution. Registration is preferred. Presented by Carey Downing, CPA. 

  

  

 

 

Family Health & Fitness Fair 

Saturday, October 24 

11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Headquarters Library 

300 Maiden Lane 

 

Enjoy a health information extravaganza @ the library. Check out an interactive MyPlate and Beyond Exhibit, 

on loan from Purdue University. Meet with representatives from community healthcare organizations. Jump 

into a physical activity program and check out some interactive health information games.  

Tuesday, October 20 at 7 p.m. 

Bordeaux Branch 

3711 Village Drive 

Tuesday, October 27 at 7 p.m. 

East Regional Branch 

       4809 Clinton Road 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_Qqcbk9gkHtW1GvEFzXHPNy3F0dmTCDSyMEHsuauBdcQ8TAW5RicAyoQx0usRs_rF_M3vWkL_4lSgLEsaPRYrSSYT6FnkbFLPhANy4VG904tfhjiCLUjLnLXpyJzVwlvqgmBc3QZJNsHtTBFG9XhbMbKewhc8oaLgwX_AuLupfCYZtJZxzhsOxDz_Tfg4StOC30LFtZxn4CtuETxF0ydJ9qDoh2G_3dt_yYO

