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Szoka to Co-Chair
Joint Legislative
Commission on
Energy Policy
and serve on four other critical
Oversight Committees
Raleigh, NC – On Friday of last week,
Speaker Tim Moore (R-Cleveland) announced
the House Members who will serve on each of
the 2015-2016 interim oversight committees.
Rep. John Szoka (R-Cumberland Co) was
appointed to Co-Chair the Joint Legislative
Commission on Energy Policy.
He will also serve on the Joint Legislative
Elections Oversight Committee tasked to
examine election administration and campaign
finance regulation in State, and in other states,
in order to make ongoing recommendations to
General Assembly on improvements;

During the interim Rep
Szoka is back in the 45th
District either working
his full-time job or
taking the opportunity to
meet with constituents.
He travels to Raleigh on
a need-to basis.
To contact Rep Szoka’s
office for scheduling, to
provide news for the
constituent newsletter,
an event, or an
invitation please contact
Bev Slagle, his
legislative assistant, to
schedule.
Email: szokala@ncleg.net
Phone: 919.733.9892

Joint Legislative Commission on
Governmental Operations, a crucial
commission that conducts evaluative studies
of the programs, policies, practices and
procedures of the various departments,
agencies, and institutions of State government,
and be consulted by the Governor before
carrying out certain budgetary/fiscal acts;

Revenue Laws Study Committee is tasked
with studying revenue laws and their
administration; determine need for
clarification, technical amendment, or repeal to
make laws concise, intelligible, and equitable.
Each committee is comprised of both House
and Senate members, and meets at the call of
the Chair.
###

HB 245 & Fort Bragg
"The sun is up there," Rev. Johnson said. "It comes down on
this roof. The solar panels are up there, they connect to a box
over there, and they turn my lights on and work our machines.
I see no reason to restrict that based on making the rich already
richer."
Both Johnson and Warren firmly believes Duke Energy is
trying to thwart policies or legislation that would enable third
party sales.

Click on image for ABC News 11 NEWS video

Church fights Duke
Energy for 3rd party solar
energy
By Jon Camp
Tuesday, November 24, 2015 06:28PM
GREENSBORO (WTVD) --

At Faith Community Church, there's a sense that they're living
the story of David and Goliath because the small church in
Greensboro is going up against Duke Energy.

"It was very important to Duke to not allow third party
financing to come in, because that's the camel nose under the
tent chipping away at that monopoly control."
And, in fact, Duke Energy spokesperson Jeff Brooks
acknowledges the company did opposed a bill that would have
done just that earlier this year.
"One of the challenges of third party sales is these third party
organizations," said Brooks. "They look like utilities but
they're not really utilities regulated under the model that we
operate."
Brooks said the company isn't opposed to third party sales in
principle but says the model doesn't always put consumers' best
interests first.
"We've seen time and time again in states that do have third
party sales, where customers are trapped in these 20-plus year
contracts and don't have a recourse for being able to get out of
them because it's not a regulated industry," he said.
Brooks said Duke Energy would consider third party sales as
part of a broader, holistic set of reforms but wouldn't want
them as a stand-alone policy.

"We're doing it for a lot of reasons," said Rev. Nelson Johnson,
"We believe that a holistic approach that involves stakeholder
pastor at Faith Community Church. "I thought it would be a
groups
of all these interested parties coming together and
wonderful thing to get a lower cost of energy and reduce the
looking
at this entire issue is more productive than trying to
carbon footprint, and thereby be consistent as good stewards of
address it through one-off activities here and there," Brooks
the Earth."
said.
Earlier this year, Johnson teamed up with the environmental
"When you begin to inject one-off solutions, it often has the
advocacy group NC WARN to install solar panels on the
side effect of affecting other customers' rates or reliability
church's roof.
issues for the company, and we can't do that for our
NC WARN paid for them and is selling back the power to the customers."
church for half of what Duke Energy was charging.
The debate is likely to be re-ignited next year.
"It just makes sense," said Johnson. "It makes common sense.
NC House Representative John Szoka introduced the bill that
It makes theological sense. It makes environmental sense and
failed
to pass last year, the Energy Freedom bill, and says he'll
economic sense."
put it back on the agenda when lawmakers return to Raleigh.
But it may be against state law. North Carolina is one of four
states that doesn't allow 'third party sales' of solar energy. Only But where Szoka's bill has support from a cadre of companies,
regulated utilities can sell power and Duke has questioned
including Walmart, Google, and Apple, he's more interested in
whether NC WARN is breaking the law.
what it means for the North Carolina's military bases.
"We're arguing that it does not break the law," said NC
"They have a real interest in reducing their energy costs,"
WARN head Jim Warren. "This is a test case to try to really
Szoka said.
leverage a more open solar power industry in the state at the
According to Szoka, the Department of Defense is the
rooftop scale."

Church fights Duke Energy
(Continued from page 2)

A Reprint for Safe Travels
NCDOT Reminds Motorists to Keep Alert
for Deer During Fall Months

single largest energy consumer in the world, spending $18
billion annually on power.
He said in 2007, under President Bush, the military set a
goal to use 25% renewable energy by 2025, but state law
gets in the way of North Carolina military bases achieving
that goal because they can't outsource solar generation to
third parties.
"We're putting North Carolina's bases at a disadvantage if
we don't authorize third party sales, at least for military
installations," Szoka says. He adds that it could jeopardize
military bases in the state during the next round of Base
Realignment Closures (BRAC).
"You have to challenge the law in order for it to be
changed," said Rev. Johnson. "And there's every good
reason for it to be changed. At the end of the day people
outweigh money. It's the people who have to come
together and say, 'This is absurd.'"
From a seat near the pulpit of his small church, Johnson
sees the issue in plain terms.
"Why wouldn't they want us to pay less than half?" he
asked. "Why wouldn't they want us to participate in
environmentally safe energy? Why wouldn't they want
that to spread from churches to homes and
neighborhoods? Most ordinary people would want that.
Who would not want it? Whoever is making a lot of
money out of doing it the other way. That's the only
conclusion you can come to on that."

This pretty girl can be
dangerous. NCDOT
wants to remind
drivers to watch out for
deer during the fall
months.

As the temperature
starts dropping and
leaves start falling,
another sign of the
changing season is more deer along North Carolina
roadways and in turn, a greater chance of hitting a deer.
Between 2012 and 2014, nearly half of the 58,372 animalrelated crashes in the state took place from October
through December. About 90 percent of those involved
deer.
A new N.C. Department of Transportation study shows
there were 17,831 animal-related crashes in 2014 - the
lowest number since 2006. But over the past three years,
animal-related crashes claimed 11 lives, injured 3,386
drivers and passengers and caused nearly $145 million in
damages.
The top five counties with animal-related crashes reported
last year in North Carolina include:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Wake: 794
Pitt: 562
Guilford: 550
Duplin: 445
Randolph: 444
Find out where your county stacks up.Watch this week's

N.C. Transportation Now

Holiday wishes
From the Szoka family

Click on image for ABC News 11 NEWS video

###

Have a safe and memorable
Thanksgiving with family &
friends. Also, For our military
serving at home or abroad,
and their families,
God’s Blessings to all.

