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Representative Szoka attended a Memorial Day
ceremony in Hope Mills. Hailey Orme, a
student from Freedom Christian Academy,
delivered this wonderful speech named “Why
Veterans are Important to Our Nation’s History
and Future”:
“America’s veterans. For more than 239 years, have
served through a dozen major wars and countless
conflicts. They have given out bread in peace and
taken bullets in war. They have bled at Lexington and
on the shores of Normandy, sweated in the jungles of
Vietnam and in the deserts of Iraq, and cried without
shame at many goodbyes and too many funerals.
They have worn different uniforms and borne many
nicknames: “Johnny Reb,” “Billy Yank,”
“Doughboy,” “Grunt.” And, at one dark point, they
even fought one another on battlefields such as
Antietam and Gettysburg. Their list of sacrifices and
accomplishments is unparalleled in any nation’s
history, and so it is easy to view veterans as another
representation of America’s storied history. But
veterans are more than symbols. They are people with
beating hearts and piercing minds. And, as people,
they are not only a window to our past but also a
living inspiration for our future.
Looking back, we are reminded that the American
military is older than the nation itself, beginning
when farmers and writers joined with blacksmiths,
merchants, and those of many other crafts and trades,
putting down their pitchforks and pens and taking up
shotguns and swords for the Continental Army to
free themselves from the oppression of the British
Crown. It was then, on Bunker Hill and in the
Delaware Valley, that Americans began a new kind of
battle—not a struggle for power or property, but a
fight for freedom. The dawn of our nation was
inescapably intertwined with the high ideal of “liberty
and justice for all.” It is that ideal that has sustained
us, being our collective compass in peace and our
shared battle cry in war. It is an ideal that has not
only guided Americans for more than two centuries
but also has burned as a beacon of hope for the
oppressed around the world. Like all noble truths,
however, “liberty and justice for all” becomes nothing
more than pretty words unless there are people who
are willing to sacrifice to keep that ideal a reality.
Those people are not just the heroes we read about in
history books, those who took up their muskets and
turned back the Redcoats. They are the heroes who
are still with us: They are those of the Greatest

Generation, who liberated the death camp in
Auschwitz. They are those who contained
Communism through an unpopular war, never
receiving their deserved hero’s welcome. They are
those who fought and continue to fight the war on
terror, with undefined boundaries and unclear
resolutions. They are the men and women from all
walks of life who answered when their country called.
They are career soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines.
They are also the schoolteachers, salespeople,
engineers, and others who have left their homes,
friends, and families. They are every person who has
sacrificed to keep alive the fight for freedom—
everyone who has heard the echoes of that “shot
heard ’round the world.”
Looking forward, I am filled with confidence that our
country will continue to be informed by our veterans
of today and inspired by our veterans of tomorrow.
Growing up in the shadow of Fort Bragg, I see every
day the children who are without a mother or a father
because they are part of a military family. But I also
see an unequaled sense of pride in those who know
they are a part of something larger than themselves.
I see that the never-ending fight for freedom is
represented not just by flags and eagles but by flesh
and blood, by these ordinary Americans who do
extraordinary work—people who, like the generations
before, were not born great but who do great deeds,
people who sacrifice every day so that the ideal of
liberty and justice for all shall not perish from this
earth.”
The speech won first place for the Veterans of
Foreign Wars Voice of Democracy contest both at
Freedom Christian Academy and the VFW Post and
District competitions.
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Honoring Prisoners of War and those
gone Missing in Action

And welcome to our House page, Diana Debnam from Village Christian
Academy in Fayetteville; it’s great to have you this week!

Last week, the NC House passed the budget for the next two
fiscal years. In case you missed it, here are some highlights
for education.

Chambers for Innovation & Clean Energy: NC
Chamber Briefing Call on Pending Energy
Legislation
Join chambers from around the
state to discuss how current energy legislation before the North
Carolina legislature may affect
your ability to attract and retain
new companies and help your
member companies grow.
Invited speakers and panel companies include:

Rep. John Szoka
(R-Cumberland), sponsor of
the North Carolina Energy
Freedom Act
Sen. Jeff Tarte
(R-Mecklenburg), co-sponsor
of the North Carolina Energy
Investment Act
- Representative from Facebook,
Inc.
- Representative from Volvo
*This event is free and open to
chamber of commerce leadership
and staff, as well as Chamber
board members and business
members- and we encourage
you to extend this invitation to
your network.

Fri., May 29th, 11:00 AM

House Approves Insurance Reforms
Consumer Protection, Government Reform, Insurance
The House — by unanimous vote — gave its final approval to bipartisan landmark legislation that will
help homeowners save on insurance premiums and give insurance companies a new way to handle
major losses in the event of a hurricane. House Bill 182 also ensures greater transparency and fairness in the property insurance rate-making process.
Representative Szoka co-sponsored the bill.
HB182 comes as homeowners across the state have been facing insurance premium increases and
the industry worries about repair and replacement costs and the threat of catastrophic weatherrelated losses.
From WRAL in Raleigh:
House approves more leeway for consumers in property insurance rate changes
So-called “consent to rate” letters allow insurers to charge rates higher than the maximum allowed by
the state Department of Insurance if they obtain a homeowner’s consent. The provision was put into
state law decades ago for high-risk customers, but Insurance Commissioner Wayne Goodwin has
said his office has been deluged with complaints in recent years that insurers use the loophole as a
way to bypass the rate-change process and levy exorbitant increases on ordinary customers.
Rep. Chris Millis, R-Pender, said the bill would give consumers 30 days to respond to a consent to
rate letter, noting some insurers now require a response within 10 days. The measure also would require insurers to spell out what exactly a homeowner is consenting to and to disclose any changes in
policy renewals.
“This approach to consent to rate provides an ample timeframe, proper disclosure for the individual
to make an informed decision and the proper balance to prevent any unnecessary red tape upon
those who are writing (insurance) for our policyholders,” Millis said.
The bill also would create a public bonding authority within the state’s Coastal Property Insurance
Pool, more commonly known as the Beach Plan, to handle catastrophic losses.

HB182 is supported by both the North Carolina Association of Realtors and the North Carolina Homeowners Alliance, and it has been endorsed by Wayne Goodwin, Commissioner of
the North Carolina Department of Insurance. The bill now goes to the Senate for its consideration.

Raleigh Update
Forestry Day at the General Assembly!
Rep. Szoka speaks to a four-county delegation of members from
Cumberland, Hoke, Robeson, and Columbus Counties.

Hospital Advocacy Day: Glad to meet with
Michael Nagowski, CEO, and Breeden Blackwell
of Cape Fear Valley Health System, Inc.

A talented saxophone player and a great
band—Right outside the office!

