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Mr. Bennet - Thanks for your response.  We do anticipate that we'll present data to the Board later this year, likely coupled with other

information, but I can't speculate on a timeline at this point.  As a reminder, these surveys were designed to inform professional development

and thus won't truly measure usage of the devices or the usage/impact of other items funded through the dedicated technology fund (i.e.

infrastructure, WiFi, digital licenses, tech support).  While much attention has been given to iPads, the technology fund supports a wide

range of technology systems and related services that are required in schools if we are to support student learning.

Thanks again for your continued interest in our students.

Bryan

Bryan Painter

Assistant Superintendent

Kirkwood School District

@DocPainter

>>> Marty Bennet <mbennet01@gmail.com> 6/14/2016 12:30 PM >>>

Dr Painter

Thank you for the courtesy of a reply to my requests.

Do you intend to release the results of the survey to me or present it to the board and for public consumption as you did with the previous survey results? If not, why not? If so,

when?

Please keep in mind that Tax Fairly is waiting to offer advice to the board and the community on how the district can save money. Without updated results we would use the

November 2015 presentation as the basis for our recommendations. This is part of the information piece regards to any future justification for tax increases. It is our position that

the district is not adequately using the funding it now receives. The November 2015 survey gives a great deal of credence to the argument that the incredible investment was not



used effectively for instruction. The technology is great if you are actually using it but creates a problem if the results are the same. Underutilized asset funding can be diverted to

teacher salaries to save taxpayers from tax increases. While your staff's incomes have been rising dramatically in the last ten years, middle class incomes have actually

decreased in real dollar terms.

My professional advice, for what it is worth, is for you to consider chrome books or the 2-in-1, Microsoft devices as an alternative to iPads. Benchmark Assessments increasingly

demand writing skills which requires the ability to type. I would also recommend that you use carts with devices instead of giving devices to children if the adaption rate and

SAMR scale shows that the devices are underutilized for blended instruction.

On Tue, Jun 14, 2016 at 12:02 PM, Bryan Painter <Bryan.Painter@kirkwoodschools.org> wrote:

Mr. Bennet - I apologize for the delay in getting you information about our follow-up survey to inform technology professional

development with staff. As I mentioned during our previous meeting, the survey was intended to inform our work with teachers and doesn't

serve as a true measure of technology use to enhance teaching and learning. We have not yet had time to fully analyze the results, as several

other tasks had to take precedent this spring.

We are working now to better understand our current use of technology and our needs going forward. While some iPads are nearly five

years old, we cannot move forward with any refresh (with iPads or other devices) without thoroughly examining needs, costs, and

possibilities. Whatever vision we had 4-5 years ago has led us to here - and I'm proud of the results our schools are getting - but it's time for

us to examine how we can best support student learning going forward. As you know, technology changes and improves so rapidly, having

an ongoing, necessary impact on how we do business and support our students.

Thanks for your continued interest in our students.

Bryan

Bryan Painter

Assistant Superintendent

Kirkwood School District

@DocPainter

--

Best Regards,

Marty Bennet



314-422-0393 (C)

mbennet01@gmail.com


