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Ref: H201910259 

Dear Mr Houlbrooke 

Response to your request for official information 

Thank you for your email of 27 November 2019 requesting under the Official Information Act 

1982 (the Act):  

a. Was any timeframe attached to the agreement between the Ministry and the

Quit Group around using its remaining funds?

b. I request any reports held by the Ministry regarding the Quit Group’s use of the

Ministry funds since 2016, including the result of any audit.

c. Is the Ministry aware of the details of the Quit Group’s expenses? Are these

expenses being used to pay, for example, Board member fees?

d. In light of the issues raised in this information request, will the Ministry seek

information from the Quit Group, or refer it to Charities Services for

investigation?

In response to part a of your request, the Ministry of Health (the Ministry) did not stipulate a 

timeframe in relation to the use of the funds by the Quit Group Trust (the Trust)1.  

Documents in scope of part b of your request are itemised in Appendix One and the Ministry 

decision on each document. 

In response to part c of your request, the Ministry is aware that the Trust files an annual report 

as part of the requirements of being a registered charity. This report includes Trust’s detailed 

expenditure which included Board membership fees.   

During routine contract management processes, including financial management, cash 

reserves were identified. The Ministry was aware of the reserves built up by the Trust over the 

period of the contract in 2017 and conducted an audit. The audit covered the period from 

2007 to 2015 but could not reach any further back due to the limits of records then available. 

The audit found $435,700 of surplus health funds paid to the Trust.  

The finding of surplus funds was disputed by the Trust and following negotiations, the 

Ministry and the Trust reached agreement in December 2017 that the Ministry would not 

attempt to recoup the funds, but the Trust would reinvest them. The Ministry will be meeting 

with the Trust early in the New Year to progress discussions about reinvestment of the Trust's 

reserves. 

1 Please note that the Quit Group stopped trading in 2015, but the Quit Group Trust is holding the Ministry 

funding.  
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