Harry Fone <harry.fone@taxpayersalliance.com>

FOI 15077 - spending on portraits
Sheena Macfarlane <Sheena.Macfarlane@oldham.gov.uk>
To: "harry.fone@taxpayersalliance.com" <harry.fone@taxpayersalliance.com>
Cc: FOI Responses <FOI.Responses@oldham.gov.uk>

24 August 2020 at 11:12

Dear Mr Fone

For the period 2019-20 and 2020-21 there have been no commissions of portraits.

For the period 2019-20 and 2020-21 the Council purchased one portrait for the borough’s collection from the Oldham
Open Exhibition 2019. Portrait of Geoffrey Clover by Howard Jones. Purchase price £157.

Sheena Macfarlane
Head of Heritage, Libraries & Arts
Oldham Council
Civic Centre
West Street
Oldham, OL1 1UT

From: harry.fone@taxpayersalliance.com <harry.fone@taxpayersalliance.com>
Sent: 13 August 2020 16:59
To: Information Manager <InformationManager@oldham.gov.uk>
Subject: Freedom of information request: spending on portraits

Dear FOI team,
Please would you provide me with the following information:
For the financial years 2019-20 and 2020-21 to date:
1. How much money has the council spent in total on commissioned portraits (i.e. a painting, drawing or engraving
of a person)?

2. How much money has the council spent in total on purchased portraits (i.e. a painting, drawing or engraving of a
person)?
3. For portraits commissioned who was the subject (e.g. member of staff, council leader etc)?
4. If possible, I would be grateful for a breakdown of spending
Cost of each portrait

Name of artist
Room hire costs
Number of sittings
Any other fees / charges incurred

My preferred format is to receive this information electronically. If you have any queries please do not hesitate to
contact me either by email or phone: 07759 151 066.
I would be grateful if you would acknowledge receipt of this request as soon as possible.
Kind regards,

Harry Fone, Campaign Manager (Grassroots)
TaxPayers' Alliance, 55 Tufton Street, London, SW1P 3QL
+44 (0) 20 7998 1450
24-hour media line: 07795 084113 (No texts)
www.taxpayersalliance.com

Sheena Macfarlane
Head of Heritage, Libraries & Arts
Oldham Council
Civic Centre
West Street
Oldham, OL1 1UT

Confidentiality: This email and its contents and any attachments are intended only for the above named. As the
email may contain confidential or legally privileged information, if you are not, or suspect that you are not, the
above named or the person responsible for delivery of the message to the above named, please delete or destroy
the email and any attachments immediately.
Security and Viruses: This note confirms that this email message has been swept for the presence of computer
viruses. However, we advise that in keeping with good management practice, the recipient should ensure that the
email together with any attachments are virus free by running a virus scan themselves. We cannot accept any
responsibility for any damage or loss caused by software viruses.

Monitoring: The Council undertakes monitoring of both incoming and outgoing emails. You should therefore be
aware that if you send an email to a person within the Council it may be subject to any monitoring deemed
necessary by the organisation from time to time. The views of the author may not necessarily reflect those of the
Council.
Access as a public body: The Council may be required to disclose this email (or any response to it) under the
Freedom of Information Act, 2000, unless the information in it is covered by one of the exemptions in the Act.
Data Protection: The council is committed to ensuring that we are transparent about the ways in which we use
personal information and that we have the right controls in place to ensure it is used responsibly and is kept safe
from inappropriate access, theft or misuse. Further information on how we use personal information and
individual's privacy rights can be found at www.oldham.gov.uk/dataprotection
Legal documents: The Council does not accept service of legal documents by email.

