Harry Fone <harry.fone@taxpayersalliance.com>

Freedom of information request: spending on portraits
FOI <foi@rochford.gov.uk>
To: "harry.fone@taxpayersalliance.com" <harry.fone@taxpayersalliance.com>

11 September 2020 at 17:46

Dear Harry,

Thank you for your request for information which has been dealt with under the Freedom of
Information Act 2000.

To confirm, Rochford District Council spent £340.00 in 2019/20 for the Chairman’s Portrait for
the Council Chamber. This included the costs of the Chairman being photographed in the
Council Chamber, proofs and a framed canvas portrait being delivered to the Council.
There are no plans for a Chairman’s portrait for 2020/21 as the Chairman of the Council is the
same as for 2019/20.
No other costs have been incurred of the nature you describe across your period of interest.

This information is made available to you for re-use under the terms of the Open Government
Licence for public sector information, unless otherwise stated, and subject to conditions as
described at the following link: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-governmentlicence/version/3/

I trust that you find the information useful, but if you are unhappy with the way in which your
request for information has been dealt with, you can request a review by writing to the Assistant
Director of Legal & Democratic Services, Rochford District Council, South Street, Rochford SS4
1BW or alternatively by email to Angela.law@rochford.gov.uk. We aim to handle all reviews
within 20 working days from the date the complaint is received, but there may be occasions,
depending on the circumstances, when it will take longer.

If you remain dissatisfied with the handling of your request or complaint, then you have the right
to appeal to the Information Commissioner at The Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe
House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF www.ico.org.uk. There is no charge for
pursuing such action.

Thanks and Regards
Julie

Julie O’Brien, Information Co-ordinator, Legal Services
Rochford District Council

information@rochford.gov.uk
www.rochford.gov.uk

From: harry.fone@taxpayersalliance.com <harry.fone@taxpayersalliance.com>
Sent: 13 August 2020 16:59
To: FOI <foi@Rochford.gov.uk>
Subject: Freedom of information request: spending on portraits

Dear FOI team,
Please would you provide me with the following information:
For the financial years 2019-20 and 2020-21 to date:
1. How much money has the council spent in total on commissioned portraits (i.e. a painting, drawing or engraving
of a person)?

2. How much money has the council spent in total on purchased portraits (i.e. a painting, drawing or engraving of a
person)?
3. For portraits commissioned who was the subject (e.g. member of staff, council leader etc)?
4. If possible, I would be grateful for a breakdown of spending
Cost of each portrait
Name of artist
Room hire costs
Number of sittings
Any other fees / charges incurred
[Quoted text hidden]

