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Executive Summary 
 

This report exposes for the first time the true extent of taxpayer funded environmental 
campaigning in the UK and the European Union. In opposition the Conservatives 
pledged to end all taxpayer funded lobbying.  The Department for Communities and 
Local Government has since prohibited councils and quangos from hiring lobbyists.  This 
funding of particular political campaigns creates similar problems.  At a time when there 
are cuts in other areas of public spending and rising taxes, taxpayer funded 
environmentalism should be stopped. 
 
Detailed scrutiny of environmental groups’ accounts, Freedom of Information Act 
requests and reports detailing the European Commission’s funding of environmental 
NGOs shows that a large number of groups are receiving taxpayer funding to influence 
environmental policy. 
 
The key findings are: 
 
 A total of £10.1 million was given to a range of environmental groups by the UK 

Government and the European Union in 2009-10.  
 
 The total includes £2.5 million from various UK councils, departments and Quangos. 
 
 It also includes £7.6 million in European Commission grants to environmental NGOs 

under the Financial Instrument for the Environment (LIFE+). 
 
 The European Environmental Bureau (EEB) was the European NGO that received 

the most funding from the European Commission, receiving a total of £825,888 in 
2009-10. 

 
 The Foreign and Commonwealth Office made the largest UK payment of £342,929 

to WWF UK. 
 
 Hackney council made the largest payment from a UK council at £141,246 to Global 

Action Plan.  
 
 Big Lottery Fund made the largest payment from a UK quango at £73,994, again to 

Global Action Plan. 
 
As highlighted in a previous TPA report, funding of lobbying and political campaigning 
by government bodies has a number of negative effects: 
 
 It distorts policymaking in favour of the interests and ideological preoccupations of 

narrow political elites. 
 
 It slows adjustments in the direction of policy in reaction to new evidence or 

circumstances. 
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 It increases political apathy among the public.  
 
 Taxpayers are forced to fund views they may seriously disagree with. 
 
The Government has taken some important strides towards making public spending 
more transparent and addressing the issue of taxpayer funded campaigning and 
lobbying.  They need to go further and end taxpayer funded politics. 
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Introduction 
 

There are a wide range of environmentalist groups campaigning on a range of causes 
from reducing greenhouse gas emissions to protecting birdlife.  While some groups do 
practical work protecting species, habitats and green spaces, many lobby for policy 
change.  Their political objectives are often contentious with significant economic costs. 
 
For example, the Climate Change Act 2008 was expected by the Government to cost 
between £324 billion and £404 billion.1

 

  It is important that there is a democratic 
debate over the merits of such important policies which tests the costs and benefits of 
going ahead. 

That is why transparency about the likely costs of policies are important – it is very 
worrying that the Government are refusing to reveal the expected cost of new targets 
being debated in the European Union2

 

 – and also why taxpayer funded 
environmentalism is so pernicious. 

In the August 2009 report Taxpayer funded lobbying and political campaigning,3

 

 the 
TaxPayers’ Alliance set out the scale of taxpayer funded lobbying and political 
campaigning across a range of issues.  Since then, Secretary of State for Communities 
and Local Government Eric Pickles has acted to stop public bodies under his 
Department’s remit and local authorities hiring lobbyists at taxpayers’ expense. 

An area that report looked at was taxpayer funding of environmental policy campaigns, 
where many groups were receiving funding.  It was followed up with a research note, 
The Climate Challenge Fund,4

 

 looking at how that DEFRA fund was spent “raising 
awareness” about climate change. 

Taxpayer funded environmentalism distorts decision making in favour of greater 
regulation and is a clear abuse of taxpayers’ money. 
 

                                        
1 Department of Energy and Climate Change ‘Climate Change Act 2008’, March 2009 
2 For more information, see here: http://www.taxpayersalliance.com/research/2010/03/new-research-government-
refuse-to-tell-us-how-much-their-pledge-to-cut-emissions-42-by-2020-will-cos.html  
3 Available here: http://www.taxpayersalliance.com/tflpc.pdf 
4 Available here: http://www.taxpayersalliance.com/ccf.pdf  

http://www.taxpayersalliance.com/research/2010/03/new-research-government-refuse-to-tell-us-how-much-their-pledge-to-cut-emissions-42-by-2020-will-cos.html�
http://www.taxpayersalliance.com/research/2010/03/new-research-government-refuse-to-tell-us-how-much-their-pledge-to-cut-emissions-42-by-2020-will-cos.html�
http://www.taxpayersalliance.com/tflpc.pdf�
http://www.taxpayersalliance.com/ccf.pdf�
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Analysis 
 
Taxpayer funded environmentalism creates a series of problems: 
 
 It distorts policymaking in favour of the interests and ideological preoccupations of 

narrow political elites.  The Ipsos-Mori Issues Index suggests that 1 per cent of 
Britons regard pollution or the environment as the most important issue facing 
Britain today and just 6 per cent name it as an important issue.5

 
 

 It slows adjustments in the direction of policy in reaction to new evidence or 
circumstances.  If politicians and officials fund groups sympathetic to policies they 
are advancing now – like renewable energy subsidies – that will cement those 
policies in place.  It will make it less likely that policy adapts to fit new evidence, 
such as major improvements in the global natural gas supply that will increase the 
relative cost of wind and solar power. 

 
 It increases political apathy among the public.  European Union funding, in 

particular, is designed to substitute for genuine democratic engagement.  If 
campaigns are funded with public money instead of from private donations then 
there is less need to engage with wider society beyond Brussels or Westminster. 

 
 Taxpayers are forced to fund views they may seriously disagree with.  YouGov 

found that majorities oppose attempting to reduce global warming through higher 
taxes on petrol, higher airline fares and higher taxes generally to subsidise ‘clean 
energy’ such as solar power and wind farms in March 2008.6

 
 

The problems with taxpayer funded environmentalism are reflected by Greenpeace, 
who have a policy of rejecting support from governments and business:7

 
 

“Greenpeace does not solicit or accept funding from governments, 
corporations or political parties. Greenpeace neither seeks nor accepts 
donations which could compromise our independence, aims, objectives 
or integrity. Greenpeace relies on the voluntary donations of individual 
supporters, and on grant-support from foundations.” 

 
That statement is not entirely accurate.  Greenpeace does appear to receive lottery 
funding in the Netherlands.8

                                        
5 Ispos-Mori ‘October 2010 Issues Index’, 20 October 2010 

  It reflects though, that one of the largest and most 
influential environmentalist groups understands government funding would compromise 
the integrity of their campaign. 

6 YouGov ‘Survey for The Economist and the Hoover Institution: Results’, Fieldwork March 7-11, 2008.  Available 
here: http://www.yougov.co.uk/extranets/ygarchives/content/pdf/UK%20US%20topline%20comparison.pdf  
7 Greenpeace UK ‘About Greenpeace’, downloaded 24 November 2010, http://www.greenpeace.org.uk/about  
8 Dagelijkse Standard ‘Postcode Loterij overtreedt wet op kansspelen’, 17 August 2010, 
http://fp.dagelijksestandaard.nl/2010/08/postcode-loterij-overtreedt-wet-op-kansspelen/  

http://www.yougov.co.uk/extranets/ygarchives/content/pdf/UK%20US%20topline%20comparison.pdf�
http://www.greenpeace.org.uk/about�
http://fp.dagelijksestandaard.nl/2010/08/postcode-loterij-overtreedt-wet-op-kansspelen/�
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At the same time, the funding for one of the groups used as an example in the 
TaxPayers’ Alliance report on Taxpayer funded lobbying and political campaigning is 
being withdrawn.  The Sustainable Development Commission was nominally a public 
body; it operated essentially as a political think tank and was run for nearly a decade by 
a former Green Party candidate.  In July 2010 the new Government announced its 
intention to withdraw the Commission’s multi-million pound annual funding from the 
next financial year.9

 
 

There is also concern about taxpayer funded environmentalism in other countries.  In 
the United States, the Washington Examiner reported in September 2010 that 
significant amounts are being paid to environmentalist groups:10

 
 

“An Examiner analysis of the most recently available IRS Form 990 tax 
returns for major Big Green groups found six that collectively received 
more than $160 million in federal grants and contracts in return for 
providing services and as reimbursement for expenses. 
 
Topping the six is the Nature Conservancy's $110.6 million, followed by 
the Trust for Public Land ($28 million), Audubon Society ($17.5 million), 
the Environmental Defense Fund (parent of the EDF Action Fund) with 
$3.6 million, Natural Resources Defense Council ($358,072), and 
Defenders of Wildlife ($205,021).” 

 
While those amounts are much larger than those we have identified in this report, they 
do not constitute direct support for political campaigns.  In return for that funding, 
those US groups are more likely to have to provide some kind of actual service than the 
groups included in this report.  By contrast, EU funding for environmentalist groups in 
particular is often expressly provided to enable those groups to lobby and campaign on 
policy issues. 
 
While the amounts are small in the context of some budgets like welfare, they are 
significant as political contribution.  The best funded British centre right think tank is 
Policy Exchange, with a budget of £2.7 million a year.11

                                        
9 Sustainable Development Commission ‘SDC responds to Defra funding decision’, 22 July 2010 

  That is around a quarter of the 
amount in taxpayer funding alone going to these environmental groups. 

10 Tapscott, S. ‘Crucial funding for Big Green comes from taxpayers’, Washington Examiner, 27 September 2010 
11 Charity Commission figure 
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Recipients of taxpayer funding 
 
The rest of this report looks in detail at the groups receiving funding and how they use 
their resources, supplemented at taxpayers’ expense, to lobby and campaign on 
environmental policy issues. 
 
Groups are chosen to feature in this report on the grounds that their primary function, 
or the primary object of their funding, is to run campaigns on environmental policy 
issues.  That means some groups, like Groundwork which receives substantial funding 
from UK councils, have been excluded on the grounds that most of their work is 
focussed on delivering services, whether or not they offer good value for money. 
 
Figures for British taxpayer funded environmentalism were obtained by Freedom of 
Information requests and through scrutiny of organisations’ annual accounts.  All 
information about funding from the European Union under the Financial Instrument for 
the Environment (LIFE+), and the work programmes being funded, can be found online 
in this report: 
 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ngos/pdf/ngos2009.pdf  
 
It is not possible to entirely separate taxpayer funded environmentalism from other 
spending on services.  The standard used for this report is conservative though, and the 
results of the survey demonstrate very clearly that many environmentalist groups are 
operating with a substantial public subsidy. 
 
  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ngos/pdf/ngos2009.pdf�
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Avalon 
  

 
 
About: Avalon is an international non-profit organisation, active in the field of 
sustainable rural development. Avalon supports rural communities in the Central and 
Eastern European region, the Caucasus and Central Asia in building sustainable rural 
societies, thus strengthening nature and the environment, social conditions and the 
local economy. 
 
European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“Various activites for the network of NGO’s working in Europe on Organic 
Farming and Agri-Environment: seminars, workshops, exchange visits, 
training weeks, newsletters, publications, extranet facility, lobbying, 
participation in international events.”  

 
 

 

 
 

  

Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

EU Commission 617,099 

Total 617,099 
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BirdLife Europe 
  

 
 
About: BirdLife Europe is the European branch of BirdLife international, a worldwide 
partnership of more than 100 bird and nature conservation organisations that works to 
conserve birds, their habitats and global biodiversity, working with people. BirdLife 
Europe coordinates the activities of 42 member organisations in Europe, and all of the 
EU 27.  
 
European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“Stitching BirdLife Europe contributes to and influences EU policy and 
watches its implementation and raises awareness about the importance of 
birds and biodiversity at the European level. BirdLife Europe also 
coordinates the activities of the European BirdLife Partnership in order to 
implement the BirdLife European Programme and to strengthen civil 
society” 

 
 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

EU Commission 363,013 

Total 363,013 
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Brighton Peace and 
Environment Centre 

  
 
 
About: The Brighton Peace and Environment Centre website states: 
 

“The Brighton Peace and Environment Centre aims to raise awareness and 
understanding of social justice, peace, sustainable development and 
environmental protection matters by providing information, education and 
positive practical solutions to global problems.” 

 
Environmentalist Campaigning: The Brighton Peace and Environment Centre 
(BPEC) have a blog on their website, which advertises various environmental events 
and programmes that they support. They have been a vocal supporter of the 10:10 
campaign, tweeting the infamous Richard Curtis “No Pressure” video which envisioned 
blowing up those who refused to cut greenhouse gas emissions. Their blog also praises 
Brighton and Hove council’s decision to partake in the 10:10 campaign and the decision 
to spend money on increasing campaign awareness across the city by advertising on 
local buses. 
 
The Centre also advertises Naked Bike Rides in Brighton. BPEC says that:12

 
 

“The World Naked Bike Ride is a celebration of cycling, of body power and 
streets for people. It is a protest against the domination of our towns and 
cities by cars and the destructive effects of car & oil dependency as they 
threaten our health, our communities, our local environment and global 
ecology. 
 
Ride participants are invited to ride ‘as bare as you dare’, to step outside 
of your comfort zone, cast off the clutter of consumerism and be 
unapologetic for who you are. Our nudity symbolizes our vulnerability as 
cyclists and also as a species. Our ride creates an atmosphere of trust, 
acceptance and community.” 

 

                                        
12 Reported at: http://bpecbloggers.wordpress.com/2010/06/08/naked-bike-ride-in-brighton/  

http://bpecbloggers.wordpress.com/2010/06/08/naked-bike-ride-in-brighton/�
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BPEC is a member of the Development Education Association and provides teacher 
training both locally and nationally.13

 
 They state that: 

“Brighton Peace and Environment Centre is a member of the Development 
Education Association: a group of nationwide organisations who promote 
global education through training and by supporting teachers to bring the 
global dimension to their classrooms. 
 
As an education centre, BPEC promotes peace, social justice, sustainable 
development and environmental conservation. 
 
We provide: 
 
 Teacher training both locally and nationally 

 
 Support on bringing global education into the curriculum 

 
 Access to our specialist library with teaching aids, curriculum support 

packs and resource boxes  
 

 Subject-focused support networks for teachers 
 

 A termly e-newsletter” 
 

British Funding 
 
Source Funding (£) 2008-09 Funding, £, 2009-10  

DFID and the National Lottery 42,732 - 

Total 42,732  
 
 
 
                                        
13 http://www.bpec.org/what-we-do/schools  

http://www.bpec.org/what-we-do/schools�
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Campaign for Better 
Transport 

  

 
About: Campaign for Better Transport champions public transport. Their website 
states: 
 

“With a small staff, we make a big impact.  We recently convinced 
Government to: 
 
 Commit to growing the railways and tackling overcrowding; 
 
 Scrap almost all motorway widening plans; 
 
 Reject a trial of super-sized lorries on our roads.” 

 
Environmentalist Campaigning: The Campaign for Better Transport website makes 
it entirely clear that they are a political campaign. Their policy priorities are to promote 
public transport and oppose road building, which includes the “Campaign against Bad 
Roads” scheme. Recent policy papers include The Highways Agency’s billion pound 
traffic gamble, which argues spending on roads is a major “gamble” because the 
Highways Agency has, on occasion, inaccurately predicted their road schemes’ effects 
on traffic, noise and greenhouse gas emissions.  They also argued for increases in 
aviation taxation and oppose the expansion of Heathrow. 
 
The Campaign for Better Transport is also a clear example of how public sector 
organisations can collude with corporate interests in lobbying and campaigning on 
certain issues. An investigation by the Daily Telegraph yielded the admission that 
around a fifth of the campaign’s funding comes from bus and train companies, when 
the campaign was known as Transport 2000.14

 
 

British Funding 
 
Source Funding, £, 2008-09  Funding, £, 2009-10  

UK Government Aid  214,30515   

Department for Transport  243,000 

English Heritage  5,500 

Total 214,305 248,500 

                                        
14 Daily Telegraph ‘Funding leads to another’, 4 February 2006 
15 26% of total funding of £824,249, according to their annual report. 
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CEE Bankwatch Network 
 

 
 
 
About: Bankwatch’s mission is to prevent the environmentally and socially harmful 
impacts of international development finance, and to promote alternative solutions and 
public participation. 
 
Bankwatch states that it achieves its mission by doing the following: 
 

 To create public awareness about the activities of international financial 
institutions (IFIs) in central and Eastern European countries and their social and 
environmental impacts. 

 
 To promote public participation in the decision making process about the policies 

and projects of the IFIs, at the local, national and regional levels. 
 

 To help non-governmental environmental organisations and citizen groups to 
monitor what the IFIs are doing in central and Eastern Europe. 

 
 To change – or stop – the environmentally and socially destructive policies and 

projects of IFIs in central and eastern Europe, and to promote alternatives. 
 

 To cooperate with environmental citizen organisations in order to stop the 
destructive activities of transnational corporations, and to limit their overall 
impacts on the environment in central and eastern Europe.  

 
European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“The overall objective of CEE Bankwatch Network is to ensure that public 
money distributed via the EU funds or the International Financial 
institutions is used in environmentally and socially sustainable ways and 
that it serves the public good.” 

 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

CEE Bankwatch Network  376,203 

Total 376,203 
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Climate Action Network 
Europe (CAN-E) 

 
 

 
About: Climate Action Network Europe (CAN-E) is recognised as Europe’s leading 
network on climate and energy issues with over 120 members in 25 European 
countries. As part of a global network, CAN-E supports and empowers civil society 
organisations to influence the design and development of an effective global strategy to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and ensure its implementation at international, 
national and local levels in the promotion of equity and sustainable development.  
 
CAN-E identifies six policy work areas they produce reports for: development; UN 
climate negotiations; EU emissions trading system; EU energy and climate policy; 
energy saving; and climate finance. CAN-E recently wrote about carbon leakage and 
loss of competitiveness due to the European Emissions Trading scheme. CAN-E argues 
that:16

 
 

“Loss of competitiveness and so called “carbon leakage” have often been 
used as arguments to avoid stronger and more adequate climate action by 
the European Union, such as the implementation of a 30% reduction 
target by 2020. However, convincing scientific evidence offering clear 
proof of carbon leakage, related to the implementation of the EU 
Emissions Trading System (ETS), is still missing.  
 
Climate Action Network Europe has frequently pointed out that the 
“carbon leakage” provisions in the reviewed EU ETS directive do not 
reflect adequate and peer reviewed science. They were, in fact, the result 
of an intensely political process.” 

 
CAN-E also released a report about EU energy and climate policy, Caught! EU business 
lobby funding climate legislation blockers in US Senate.  The report description states:17

 
 

“Today CAN Europe released a new report based on an analysis of publicly 
available campaign finance records, definitively proving that polluting 
European companies are funding climate legislation blockers in US politics. 
Their overseas support is all the more galling because the same 
companies argue that additional emissions reductions in Europe cannot be 
pursued until the United States takes action. 

                                        
16 http://www.climnet.org/policywork/eu-ets/192-case-for-eu-industry  
17 http://www.climnet.org/policywork/eu-energy-and-climate-policy/254-caught-eu-business-lobby-funding-climate-
legislation-blockers-in-us-senate  

http://www.climnet.org/policywork/eu-ets/192-case-for-eu-industry�
http://www.climnet.org/policywork/eu-energy-and-climate-policy/254-caught-eu-business-lobby-funding-climate-legislation-blockers-in-us-senate�
http://www.climnet.org/policywork/eu-energy-and-climate-policy/254-caught-eu-business-lobby-funding-climate-legislation-blockers-in-us-senate�


 

55 Tufton Street, London, SW1P 3QL  www.taxpayersalliance.com  0845 330 9554 (office hours)  07795 084 113 (24 hours)       17 

"It's disturbing that these European polluters fund anti-climate crusaders 
in the US while simultaneously fighting against strong climate legislation in 
Europe," said Tomas Wyns, CAN Europe Senior Policy Officer. "This newly 
released data proves the anecdotal rumours about European companies 
that have been circulating for some time." 

 
European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“CAN-Europe’s work in 2009 will focus on advocacy work, network 
coordination, communication and outreach around the main themes of its 
policy work: future EU and UN climate policy, the EU Emissions Trading 
System, Development Cooperation and Energy Efficiency. In addition, we 
will strengthen and further professionalise our internal procedures through 
the elaboration and implementation of an organizational development 
plan.” 

 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 231,188 

Total 231,188 
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Climate Change Youth 
Development Trust 

  
 
About: The Climate Change Youth Development Trust do not appear to have a 
dedicated website. According to the group’s Facebook page their mission is:  
 

“(1) To advance public education and life skills in relation to sustainable 
development and climate change. (2) To promote sustainable 
communities, climate change champions and social entrepreneurship.” 

 
Environmentalist Campaigning: Climate Change Youth Development Trust post 
pictures on their Facebook page, which according to the group “provide photographic 
evidence to show climate change for an exhibition.”  Here are some examples of the 
photos: 
 

 
 
British Funding  
 
Source Funding, £, 2009-10  

Big Lottery Fund 9,845 

Total 9,845 
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Climate Outreach and 
Information Network 

  

 
About: Climate Outreach and Information website states:18

 
 

“Our aim is to facilitate the process by which people: overcome denial 
about climate change; act collectively to cut greenhouse gas emissions; 
and offer democratic legitimacy to elected leaders to negotiate 
successfully for strong regulation at a national and international level.” 

 
Environmentalist Campaigning: COIN provides training courses for local authorities 
and it states on their website that:19

 
 

“Local Authority clients have included: Derbyshire, Manchester, 
Middlesbrough, Nottinghamshire, Oxford City, Reading, Staffordshire, 
Suffolk, Vale Royal and Warwickshire. In Gloucestershire, COIN has 
delivered a major package of trainings to senior staff in the City, County 
and District Councils.” 

 
Climate change courses for councils include “Climate Change Condensed: Presents 
everything you need to know about climate change in just 3 hours”. 
 
Their website describes who the course is designed for and how it works: 
 

“This course has been held for officers, elected members and the general 
public alike. For participants who are new to climate change it provides a 
solid grounding in the topic and the case for action.”   
 
As ‘guides’ to the issues, the workshop includes a thread of short video 
presentations by leading scientists and award-winning climate change 
journalists, George Monbiot and Mark Lynas. The workshop is highly 
participatory, facilitating dynamic group and pair discussions. 
 
Topics covered include: 
 
 Causes and impacts of climate change 

 
 The need for adaptation 

 
 The scientific and political consensus 

 
 Personal carbon emissions 

                                        
18 http://www.coinet.org.uk/about-us  
19 http://www.coinet.org.uk/who-we-work-with/local-authorities  

http://www.coinet.org.uk/about-us�
http://www.coinet.org.uk/who-we-work-with/local-authorities�
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 What will a low-carbon society look like? 

 
 Strategies to tackle climate change 

 
 Optimistic visions of the future” 

 
Council Biodiversity Officer, Roy Thomas stated that the course “Should be compulsory” 
in the organisation’s annual review.20

 
 

COIN work with Trade Unions. In June 2009, COIN launched a project, funded by 
Defra’s Greener Living Fund aimed at mobilising thousands of trade union members to 
cut carbon emissions in the workplace.  COIN stated:21

 
 

“The project builds on the core Trade Union ideals of collective action, social 
justice and solidarity and aims to mobilise a combined union membership of 
nearly one million.” 

 
COIN also offers training on climate change to the trade union movement. COIN run 
three climate change training courses; Action Group Convenor Training, Green New 
Deal and Negotiating Climate Change.  
 
COIN describes the Negotiating Climate Change course as follows: 
 

“As trades unionists, we always have to be one step ahead. Working 
together in groups, this workshop will help you to tackle questions like: 
“How do I mobilize members around climate change action?” “What kind 
of things are members going to be asking me to negotiate about?” “How 
do I approach management about climate change issues?” 
 
This workshop enables participants to:  

 Find out about the Carbon Reduction Commitment, the Climate 
Change Act and emissions trading. 

 Be ahead of the game with employers. 
 Work out how management will respond to climate change legislation. 
 Identify what makes members deny and evade climate change. 
 Discuss what kind of sustainable society we should be negotiating for, 

and, 
 Take part in a practice negotiation action on climate change.” 

 

                                        
20 http://www.coinet.org.uk/sites/coinet.org.uk/files/COIN_annual_report_2008-09-web.pdf  
21 http://www.coinet.org.uk/core_work/training_for_trade_unionists  
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COIN works closely with “Climate Radio” an independent broadcast about climate 
change produced by Phil England for Resonance 104.4 FM. Programmes on Climate 
Radio include “Deep Fried Planet” and the “Low Carbon Show”. 
 
British Funding 
 
Source Funding, £, 2008-09  Funding, £, 2009-10  

DEFRA 22,504  

British Council  2,550 

Bromsgrove Council  650 

Suffolk Coastal Council  1,000 

Total 22,504 4,200 
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The Climate Group 
 

 
 
About: The Climate Group’s website makes it clear that they aim to influence the policy 
response to potential global warming from carbon burning fuels. Their website states: 
 

“The Climate Group is working with the world’s most influential business 
and government leaders to make clean technologies commercially viable. 
 
These people hold the power to create the financial mechanisms and 
policy incentives that are needed to rapidly end our dependency on dirty 
energy and create a clean industrial revolution. 
 
A ‘Clean Revolution’ – a swift and massive scaling-up of clean technologies 
such as LEDs, Evs, ICT, CCS and Solar – will help create economic growth, 
jobs and secure a cleaner, smarter, better, more prosperous future for 
all.” 

 
Environmentalist Campaigning: “Breaking the Climate Deadlock” is a joint initiative 
from the Tony Blair and the Climate Group. Launched in March 2008, its objective is to 
help build support for an ambitious new global climate deal in Copenhagen in December 
2009 and its subsequent implementation. The project is described as: 
 

“Combining the high-level advocacy of Mr Blair, with a suite of expert 
reports, briefing papers and public engagement activities, the initiative has 
highlighted how a fair and effective global deal can be build and the 
benefits that it would provide.” 

 
British Funding 
 
The large amount of funding in their accounts for 2008-09 suggests that the Freedom 
of Information requests used to find the amount paid in 2009-10 may not have found 
all the taxpayer funding the Climate Group received. 
 
Source Funding, £, 2008-09 Funding, £, 2009-10  

Various government grants 614,261  

Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office 

 143,217 

Environment Agency  1,545 

Total 614,261 144,762 
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Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB) 
  

 
 
About: CCB is a non-partisan, non-profit organisation with the overriding goal to 
promote the protection and improvement of the environment and natural resources of 
the Baltic Sea Area. CCB has 26 Member organisations, representing the main largest 
national environmental non-governmental organisations in the Baltic Sea catchment 
area.  
 
European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“The CCB activities for 2009 in the areas of sustainable wastewater 
management, river basin management, harmful installations, sustainable 
agriculture and sustainable fisheries will support the implementation of 
many EU policies e.g. Habitats Directive, Water Framework Directive, 
Common Agricultural Policy, Common Fisheries Policy, EU Maritime Policy, 
EU Marine Strategy, European Neighbourhood programme, EC Sustainable 
Development strategy and further the development of e.g. the new CFP 
abd the EU strategy for the Baltic Sea Region .” 

 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 234,773 

Total 234,773 
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Danube Environmental Forum 
(DEF) 

  

 
 
About: Danube Environmental Forum (DEF) is a Danube River Basin-wide platform of 
non-governmental, non-profit, politically independent organisations. DEF’s mission is to 
encourage cooperation, exchange of information, and promotion of public participation 
in environmental decision-making.  
 
European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“DEF aims to develop and reinforce partnerships between governmental 
and non- governmental organisation, particularly in regards to the EU 
WFD implementation. DEF members utilize the skills and experiences 
developed after many years of practice in public participation activities to 
support the development of an effective Public Participation (PP) Strategy 
for the Danube River Basin DEF’s Priority Areas are: Public awareness and 
environmental education, Policy, Restoration and management of 
wetlands and floodplains” 

 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 29,103 

Total 29,103 
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Environmental Law 
Foundation 

  
 
About: The Environmental Law Foundation (ELF) is most well known for providing free 
legal advice to local communities with environmental concerns. They have recently 
launched the Know Your Rights Campaign, which aims to expand the foundation’s 
clientele to marginalised communities. The ELF also produces policy research and 
makes a significant contribution to the environmental policy debate. 
 
Environmentalist Campaigning: The main service provided by the ELF is offering 
“free initial advice to individuals and communities suffering from environmental harm or 
threats to their local environment as a consequence of local decisions.” 
 
Current cases include the Southend Airport Extension Plans and E.L.F. has provided 
assistance to a local group campaigning against the expansion of Southend Airport. 
E.L.F is also helping the campaign group oppose preparatory plans to clear a 435-acre 
Greenfield site in anticipation of building a nuclear power station.22

 
 

The ELF have a new “Know Your Rights” campaign – funded by the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission – that aims to raise awareness of environmental rights in 
marginalized communities. The following description is on the E.L.F’s website:23

 
  

“This new and exciting project aims to raise awareness among under 
represented and/or marginalised communities of their environmental 
rights and how they might use them within local decision making 
processes to improve their well-being. 
 
“Our rights are important in helping individuals and communities to 
protect themselves from the worst impacts of industrial processes and 
commercial developments on our everyday lives and those of future 
generations. These rights ensure that the vulnerable are not discriminated 
against by public bodies making decisions that affect their lives, and 
require we are provided with access to environmental information, the 
right to participate in environmental decisions and rights to access courts 
and tribunals where the environment needs our protection.” 
 

Effectively therefore taxpayers’ money is being spent on ensuring that the decisions of 
public sector bodies do not contravene legislation proposed by other taxpayer funded 
public bodies. 

                                        
22 http://www.elflaw.org/about-us/our-aims/ 
23 http://www.elflaw.org/our-work/know-your-rights/ 
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The ELF is also a member of the Coalition on Access to Justice in the environment. The 
ELF has contributed significantly to “the prohibitive nature of costs in environmental 
judicial reviews and the government’s failure to implement adequately, in this respect, 
the requirements of the Aarhus Convention.” 
 
ELF identifies the following findings and reports that they have contributed significantly 
to, which condemn the UK government’s approach on costs: 
 
 A Reasoned Opinion issued to UK government from European Commission on its 

failure to provide access to courts at little or no cost to litigants; 
 
 A Working Party report Chaired by Lord Justice Sullivan into whether costs 

remained a significant barrier to accessing the courts for environmental litigants 
which found the government in breach of its international obligations; 

 
 A government commissioned report into civil litigation costs by Lord Justice Jackson 

finding the government needed to take action particularly in environmental cases; 
 
 Media Reports on access to environmental justice; 
 
 Amicus intervention by CAJE to Aarhus Compliance Committee on complaints 

against UK government on costs in judicial review. 
 
British Funding 
 
Source Funding, £, 2009-10  

Department for Communities and Local 
Government 

85,000 

Equality and Human Rights Commission  68,000 

Big Lottery Fund 68,896 

Haringey Council 10 

Total 221,906 
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Environmental Protection UK 
 

 
 
About: Environmental Protection UK’s website states:24

 
 

“We seek changes in policy and practice to minimize air, noise and land 
pollution, bringing together stakeholders to inform debate and influence 
decision making. We educate, influence and work in partnership with policy 
makers, environmental professionals, industry, academics and the public by: 
 
 Developing policy 
 
 Promoting innovation 
 
 Running campaigns and raising awareness 
 
 Providing training and resources 
 
 Promoting effective enforcement” 

 
Environmentalist Campaigning: The majority of Environmental Protection UK’s work 
is with the public sector, in particular local authorities. In their annual report the 
President of Environmental Protection UK stated:25

 
 

“What distinguishes our organisation from others working in the 
environmental field is our close connection with local authorities. As cuts 
loom we must work ever harder to convince them that we are worth 
supporting, and this Annual Report points to many activities in the field of 
air quality, noise and land which should help to convince them.” 

 
Ed Foster, Environmental and SafetyManager, Newcastle City Council was very 
supportive of the organisation’s political work, stating in the annual review: 
 

“Environmental Protection UK provides a lobbying framework to influence 
and keep these matters on the political agenda by working in partnership 
on a regional, national and international level to promote innovation and 
best practice”  

 
Environmental Protection UK lobbied against the removal of the Western Extension of 
the London Congestion Charge. In the consultation they stated:26

 
 

“In 2007 we responded to the previous Mayor’s proposals for emissions-
related congestion charging, in which we warned that proposals to create 

                                        
24 http://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/about/ 
25 http://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/assets/library/documents/Annual_Report_2009-2010.pdf 
26 http://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/assets/library/documents/EPUK_CC_Response.pdf 
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a new nil charge group for vehicles that emitted less than 120 g/km of 
CO2 would effectively encourage a large increase in the number of small 
diesel cars driving within the congestion charging zone, which would have 
a significant negative impact on both congestion and air quality.” 

 
Effectively Environmental UK propose not rewarding consumers who choose to buy fuel 
efficient cars and the government picking winners in emerging technologies. 
 
British Funding 
 
Source Funding, £, 2008-09  Funding, £, 2009-10  

UK Government Aid27 108,404   

City of London council  45,450 

Bexley council  685 

Islington council  1,182 

East Sussex council  525 

Gloucestershire council  230 

Bath and North East Somerset 
council 

 1,925 

East Riding of Yorkshire council  985 

Hartlepool council  1,484 

Middlesbrough council  804 

Milton Keynes council  1,561 

North East Lincolnshire council  445 

North Lincolnshire council  600 

Slough council  360 

Torbay council  208 

West Berkshire council  146 

Wiltshire council  414 

The Vale of Glamorgan  1,212 

Down council  270 

Aberdeenshire council  587 

Angus council  609 

East Ayrshire council  685 

East Lothian council  753 

Eilean Siar council  408 

Glasgow City council  2,712 

North Lanarkshire council  2,622 

Orkney Islands council  743 

Shetland Islands council  459 

South Ayrshire council  1,954 

                                        
27 Scottish Government - £20,303; DEFRA - £32,000; City of London - £6,101; Environment Agency - £40,000 
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Source Funding, £, 2008-09  Funding, £, 2009-10  

Barnsley council  705 

Bradford council  1,105 

Bury council  756 

Rotherham council  1,208 

Sefton council  745 

Sheffield council  1,465 

Stockport council  1,241 

Trafford council  931 

Wigan council  828 

Barrow-in-Furness council  545 

Bassetlaw council  92 

Burnley council  689 

Cannock Chase council  769 

Castle Point council  88 

Chesterfield council  720 

Daventry council  545 

East Cambridgeshire council  88 

East Hertfordshire council  1,190 

Gosport council  595 

Gravesham council  1,187 

Lewes council  1,663 

North Devon council  60 

North Dorset council  88 

North Hertfordshire council  2,700 

North Kesteven council  250 

Nuneaton and Bedworth council  375 

Oxford council  595 

Redditch council  1,651 

Rother council  500 

Test Valley council  123 

Tewkesbury council  1,091 

Thanet council  278 

Walsall Council  745 

Wealden council  250 

Adur council  545 

Allerdale council  595 

Total 108,404 97,021 
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EUCC – The Coastal & Marine 
Union 

 
 

 
 
About: EUCC state that they are involved in formulating marine policy:28

 
 

“The EUCC is directly involved in formulating innovative European coastal 
policy aimed at a sustainable use of the coastline whilst protecting areas 
of high natural values. The work is being primarily conducted in the 
European Union and the regional seas – the eastern Atlantic seaboard, the 
Baltic Sea, the Mediterranean Sea and the Black Sea.” 

 
European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“EUCC will contribute to the formulation, implementation and awareness 
of European environment policies for the coastal and marine, with a focus 
on biodiversity (marine Natura 2000), sustainability and integrated 
approaches (maritime policy, marine spatial planning) and climate change 
(adaption and mitigation).” 

 
Organisation Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 134,857 

Total 134,857 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                        
28 http://www.eucc.nl/en/projects_and_activities/index.htm 
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Eurogroup for Wildlife and 
Laboratory Animals (EWLA) 

  

 
 
About: Eurogroup for Wildlife and Laboratory Animals (EWLA) is a European federation 
of animal protection NGOs, which aims to contribute to sustainable development by 
promoting the protection of wildlife and laboratory animals through the development, 
implementation and enforcement of EU policies. 
 
It states on their website that EWLA29

 

 “provide advice and expertise on animal welfare 
to the European institutions – the Council of Ministers, the European Parliament and the 
European Commission.” 

“We work hard to ensure that animal welfare is taken into account in all 
relevant European policy areas and that European laws designed to 
protect animals are adopted and enforced.” 

 
European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“In 2009 EWLA will focus on wildlife protection in trade, sustainable 
agriculture and animals in captivity as well as policies to maintain 
biodiversity in the wild. EWLA is the leading organisation on EU level 
promoting the use of alternative test methods in research and monitoring 
the effect of new policies on the number of animals used in testing. 
Activities relate to the development of new policies as well as 
implementation and enforcement of EU laws. The organisation will focus 
on the integration of its members and optimising the use of resources of 
the network” 

 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 181,560 

Total 181,560 
  

                                        
29 http://www.eurogroupforanimals.org/about/about.htm  
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EUROPARC 
 

 
 
About: EUROPARC represents and unites national parks, regional parks, nature parks 
and biosphere reserves across the continent, with the common aim of protecting 
Europe’s unique variety of wildlife, habitats and landscapes.  
 
Europarc state the key aims of the federation are:30

 
 

 Promote good practice in the management of protected areas. 
 
 Facilitate the establishment of new protected areas. 
 
 Raise the profile of protected areas as a vital means of safeguarding many of the 

continent's most valuable natural heritage assets, and thereby to increase support 
for their future protection. 

 
 Influence the future development of public policies and programmes, especially 

with the European Union, to the benefit of protected areas' objectives. 
 
Europarc have a dedicated policy branch within the organisation called EUROPARC 
Consulting GmbH. Their “specialities” are:31

 
 

 Advising government agencies on protected-area systems and structures. 
 
 Developing or revising protected-area management plans. 
 
 Developing strategies and delivering projects in various fields of protected-area 

work, such as environmental education, interpretation, public relations, ranger 
services, sustainable tourism, visitor management. 

 
 Designing and delivering training programmes or study visits relating to any aspect 

of protected area management. 
 
 Undertaking fact-finding and advisory missions. 
 
 Offering solutions to practical management problems faced by protected areas. 
 
European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

                                        
30 http://www.europarc.org/who-we-are/  
31 http://www.europarc.org/who-we-are/europarc-consulting/  
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“The EUROPARC Federation seeks to support and enhance the 
management of Europe’s natural habitats and cultural landscapes through 
an ambitious work programme Rooted in international co-operation, 
networking and skill sharing, the Federation looks to strengthen its 
mandate through strategic partnerships, greater collaboration and an 
important lobbying presence with European institutions. Further project 
development will seek to ensure the organisation and its members are fit 
for purpose in a challenging and changing natural, political and economic 
environment.” 

 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 90,424 

Total 90,424 
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European Environmental 
Bureau (EEB)  

  
 
 
About: The EEB is a federation of, currently 147, mainly EU based, environmental civil 
society organisations. Its mission is to protect and improve the environment of Europe 
and to promote understanding of EU environmental and sustainable development 
policies among EU environmental citizens organisations informing them of their rights 
and possibilities in playing an active part. 
 
The EEB website states that they32

 

 “they work to promote environmental issues on a 
European level and represent the demands of European citizens” and that: 

“We meet our members regularly in working groups which focus on 
important environmental issues, and we then work to promote their 
demands at European level. Our policy officers are in almost constant 
dialogue with the European institutions (Commission, Parliament and 
Council) and strive to improve or protect environment laws in Europe. 
 
The EEB also supplies quality information to the public, its members and 
the European institutions through articles, reports and papers. We offer 
expert comment, analysis and recommendations on most of the latest 
environmental issues. 
 
What is also unique about us is our cross-sectoral approach to tackling 
issues. For instance, as a lead member of the Spring Alliance we work 
alongside trade unions and social organisations to promote sustainability. 
On a more ad-hoc basis we also work with companies and sectoral 
organisations, particularly in areas of waste and product policy. 
 
Metamorphosis, our magazine, offers the latest news and insights on EU 
environmental law.” 

The EEB also have an entire page of their website dedicated to explaining how the EU 
works because, as the EEB state that: “Around 80% of environmental laws in EU 
countries are made in Brussels, so it's clearly important to understand how the EU 
works.”33

 

 

                                        
32 http://www.eeb.org/index.cfm/about-eeb/how-the-eeb-works/  
33 http://www.eeb.org/index.cfm/about-eeb/how-the-eu-works/  
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The EEB are also vocal about other areas of EU policy, including EU enlargement. They 
state in their website that: 
 

“The enlargement process has potential positive benefits for the environment 
and we provide environmental organisations in accession countries more 
information about the EU’s body of environmental legislation. It is also important 
for the EEB to know about the environmental realities in those countries in order 
to target environmental legislation to their needs. 
 
For the EEB assistance to environmental citizens organisations in accession 
countries is important both for the sake of the environment and also to prevent 
them impacting negatively on the potential of the EU to move towards 
environmental sustainability.” 

 
The EEB also lobbies for a greater share of the EU budget to be spent on environmental 
issues, reporting that: 
 
 The EEB has been taking part in the consultations in 2008 about the forthcoming 

Financial Perspective. Most of the work is done in cooperation with other 
environmental organizations with whom we form the Green 10 [see papers to the 
right]. We will pick this up again once the debate on this perspective restarts. 

 
 In the framework of the Spring Alliance (www.springalliance.eu) we work on 

mobilizing EU funding for a ten year strategy to focus EU on “people and planet”. 
 
 The agriculture budget is entirely linked to the content of EU agriculture policy 

where the EEB is active [see page on agriculture]. 
 
 In 2009, EEB’s Secretary General formed part of an Expert Group to evaluate the 

performance of the European Technology Platforms where businesses come 
together to discuss research and innovation needs to influence the way EU research 
funding is spent. He wrote a paper which clarifies what it means to connect 
research and innovation to the Grand Challenges, which should also give direction 
to EU’s research funding decisions. 

 
European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“The activities of the EEB in 2009 cover a wide range of environmental 
issues, both in their policy development and implementation stages. It 
also works on agriculture, sustainable development and environmental 
governance issues. It focuses on policies directly and on capacity building 
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in the European environmental movement. It has launched a debate about 
the EU sustainability agenda for the next decade” 

 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 825,888 

Total 825,888 
  



 

55 Tufton Street, London, SW1P 3QL  www.taxpayersalliance.com  0845 330 9554 (office hours)  07795 084 113 (24 hours)       37 

European Environmental 
Citizens Organisation for 
Standardisation (ECOS) 

 
 

 
About: ECOS is the European umbrella of environmental NGOs created to enhance the 
voice of the environment in the standardization process. Its mission is to promote 
environmental consideration in technical standards to limit the ecological footprint of 
products and processes. For the same aims it represents environmental NGOs in the 
implementation process of the Ecodesign of Energy using Products (“EuP”)- Directive. 
 
It states on the ECOS website that the objective of ECOS is: 
 
 To represent European and national environmental NGOs at technical and decision-

making level within the standardisation processes and stakeholder consultations on 
product specifications. 

 
 To co-operate with the European Commission and other stakeholders in the 

relevant bodies. 
 
 To co-ordinate the environmental associations' contribution to the enhancement of 

environmental and ecodesign aspects in legislation and voluntary approaches. 
 
 To assess the quality of these processes and discuss with the European 

Commission, the European Parliament and national governments on the basis of 
these assessments. 

 
 To contribute to the improvement of consumer choice and consumer education by 

providing more visible markets to sustainable products. 
 
 To disseminate information about relevant standardisation and ecodesign processes 

among environmental organisations. 
 
 To promote the active involvement of environmental organisations in 

standardisation matters at national level. 
 
European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission does not outline the work programme that received funding. 
 
 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 165,006 

Total 165,006 
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The European Federation for 
Transport and Environment 

(T&E) 
 

 

 
About: The European Federation for Transport and Environment (T&E) is Europe’s 
main non-governmental organisation campaigning on a Europe-wide level for an 
environmentally responsible approach to transport including road, rail, air and water 
and non-motorised transport as well as goods and passenger transport. 
 
T&E state that their “main work areas at the moment are Clean vehicles, low carbon 
fuels, transport noise, road charging for lorries, aviation and shipping.” 
 
T&E supports the 'Eurovignette' directive, which aims to lay down common rules on 
how EU states may charge heavy goods vehicles for using the road network by 
introducing a "user pays" and a "polluter pays" principle. They state that: 
 

“Charging lorries for every kilometre they travel can reduce pollution and 
improve the efficiency of the sector.” 

 
European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“T&E wants to cut energy use and emissions in transport by working at 
international, EU and Member states level. Our work focuses primarily on 
the EU level since the EU has a pivotal role to play in setting standards for 
cars, vans trucks and the like, and only the EU can introduce big schemes 
like the ETS” 

 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 232,290 

Total 232,290 
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European Landowners 
Organisation (ELO) 

  
 
 
About: The Brussels-based European Landowners Organisation (ELO), created in 1972, 
is a unique federation of 67 national associations across the EU27 which represents the 
interests of landowners, land managers and rural entrepreneurs at the European 
political level. Independent and non-profit making, ELO is the only organisation able to 
stand for all rural entrepreneurs. Its purpose is to defend and promote a dynamic, 
prosperous and sustainable countryside based on high environmental standards, 
economic viability and social fabric.  
 
The ELO has the following mission statement: 
 

“ELO is committed to promoting a sustainable and prosperous countryside 
and to increasing awareness relating to environmental and agricultural 
issues. Engaging various stakeholders, ELO develops policy 
recommendations and programmes of action. ELO organises 
interdisciplinary meetings gathering together key actors from the rural 
sector and policy makers at the local, regional, national and European 
level. Its ability to do all of this assures ELO its unique position among the 
think tanks in the agricultural, environmental and rural activities’ sectors.” 

 
European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“In 2009, the ELO will carry on implementing its long term strategy on 
land management for a sustainable development of rural areas based on a 
horizontal, holisitic and integrated policy approach. Agriculture and the 
CAP, forestry, rural development, climate change, nature and biodiversity, 
business and biodiversity, water resources management, ecosystem 
services, countryside recreational activities, sustainable and renewable 
energy, landscape and the natural heritage, historic houses etc will be 
among the issues under focus.” 

 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 118,815 

Total 118,815 
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European Water Asscoiation 
(EWA) 

  
 
About: The European Water Association is a major trans-European association 
representing professional individuals employed in the water sector, promotes the 
sustainable and improved management of the total water cycle in the environment. 
 
The EWA website states that: 
 

“EWA informs its members on the development of EU legislation and 
standardisation and seeks to influence the drafting when appropriate. It 
has close contacts with the European Commission (DG Environment), the 
European Committee for Standardization (CEN), the European 
Environment Agency (EEA) and the European Parliament.” 

 
EWA state that the organizational structure is focused on working to affect policy: 
 

“EWA with its ETSC (European Technical and Scientific Committee) and 
the EPC (European Policy Committee) has a strong technical and EU-
policy-oriented structure that ensures that the Association is able to 
deliver high quality, timely output on a wide range of environmental 
issues.” 

 
EWA are heavily involved in numerous EU directives, including The Water Framework 
Directive.34

 
 

European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“Through a combination of focused workshops and conferences organised 
across Europe supported by effective methods of information transfer, 
EWA will contribute to the development of EU environmental policy and 
legislation and equally importantly, by similar exchanges of working 
practices, to its implementation.” 

 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 147,762 

Total 147,762 

                                        
34http://www.ewaonline.de/portale/ewa/ewa.nsf/home?readform&treeid=_1_7&submenu=_1_7&objectid=AC044E6
DB8DA9274C12572B4004E1C6F  

http://www.ewaonline.de/portale/ewa/ewa.nsf/home?readform&treeid=_1_7&submenu=_1_7&objectid=AC044E6DB8DA9274C12572B4004E1C6F�
http://www.ewaonline.de/portale/ewa/ewa.nsf/home?readform&treeid=_1_7&submenu=_1_7&objectid=AC044E6DB8DA9274C12572B4004E1C6F�
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Federation of Associations for 
Hunting and Conservation of 

the EU (FACE) 
 

 

 
About: FACE is an international, non-profit making NGO that acts in the interests of 
over 7 million European hunter. It promotes hunting, in accordance with the principles 
of wise and sustainable use of resources, as a tool for rural development and for the 
conservation of habitats and biodiversity. 
 
FACE has a dedicated public affairs team. The core work performed by the public affairs 
team “is to act as an 'early warning system' for its Members, both in Europe and 
internationally, for those issues relating directly or indirectly to sustainable hunting and 
wildlife management. This is accomplished through a combination of monitoring, 
communicating and promoting public policies that ensure the voices of hunters are 
heard by EU officials and policymakers.” 35

 
 

FACE describes its relationship with these European institutions as follows: 
 
European Commission: 
 

“FACE is recognised by the European Commission as the main 
stakeholder, representing Europe's hunting community, and is consulted 
by the relevant Directorates-General during the drafting and 
implementation of EU legislation dealing with, among others; hunting, 
wildlife management, nature conservation, firearms, wild animal health 
and game meat hygiene.” 

 
European Parliament: 
 

“Since 1985, FACE has provided the Secretariat for the "Sustainable 
Hunting, Biodiversity & Countryside Activities" Intergroup at the European 
Parliament. FACE works closely with Members of the European Parliament 
(MEPs) from different political groups who have a common interest in 
promoting wildlife conservation, sustainable hunting & fishing, and 
sustainable management of the countryside and its traditions.” 

 
Council of Europe: 
 

“As it has for the last 25 years, FACE has participated at the annual 
meeting of the Standing Committee (T-PVS) of the BERN Convention on 

                                        
35 http://www.face.eu/PA-en.htm 
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the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats. For FACE, this 
Convention is a major environmental instrument for wildlife conservation 
and management in Europe.” 

 
European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“Hunting organisations in Europe are very well organised, allowing the 
creation of strong links between policy makers at the EU level and over 7 
million hunters. FACE aims to create and maintain such links through 
initially focusing on specific policy issues related to EU nature policies.” 

 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 80,107 

Total 80,107 
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FERN 
 

 
 
About: FERN works to achieve environmental and social justice with a focus on forests 
and forest peoples’ rights in the policies and practices of the European Union. 
 
FERN describes it work entirely in relation to European Union: 
 

“FERN is a non-governmental organisation (NGO) created in 1995 to keep 
track of the European Union’s involvement in forests and coordinate NGO 
activities at the European level.” 

 
FERN is working directly on EU policies, including one on trade and investment: 
 

“Despite the EU’s claim that it is a leader in halting climate change, its 
trade and investment policies are in fact worsening the situation. Among 
the most damaging institutioins supported by EU policies are Export credit 
agencies (ECAs) and the European Investment Bank who continue to 
finance destructive activities and the fossil fuel industry to the tune of 
millions. Nearly 10 per cent of world exports are supported by ECAs, 
approximately twice the world’s total overseas development assistance.  
 
FERN is analysing EU finance and investment's impacts on forests and the 
climate in order to show its incoherence with the EU's climate policy to 
keep global warming below 2C and make it accountable to its own climate 
policies. FERN is also facilitating the European ECA Reform Campaign, 
bringing together a coalition of organisations from across Europe with the 
goal of achieving environmental and social standards for EU-based ECAs.” 

 
European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“During 2009, FERN campaigns will include climate change (emphasizing 
avoiding deforestation and finding alternatives to the carbon economy), 
illegal logging, human rights, forests and rural development and greening 
EC aid and trade.” 

 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 110,554 

Total 110,554 
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Forum for the Future 
 

 
 
About: Forum for the Future is a similar outfit to the Carbon Trust and markets itself as 
a service provider for private businesses and the public sector, who are looking to 
address issues such as climate change, food and energy security and population 
growth. It states on their website:36

 
 

“We help businesses and public service providers to understand and 
manage the risks that change will bring, to find new opportunities in 
tackling these global challenges, to implement their own commitments to 
social and environmental responsibility, and to work with others to 
overcome barriers to action. We then share what we learn to help others 
work towards a more sustainable society. 
 
Founded in 1996, Forum for the Future is an independent, non-profit 
organisation with a mission to promote sustainable development. We 
believe there is a practical route to a better future where we – and 
generations to come – can prosper, sharing the resources of one planet. 
And we believe business and public service providers have a vital role to 
play in creating that future.” 

 
Environmentalist Campaigning: Forum for the Future private business clients 
includes PepsiCo, Vodafone and AkzoNobel. Their work with companies is part of a 
political campaign, though. In the past they have attacked, in the media, those 
companies who do not share their agenda, for example in the “Green List” series with 
the Guardian.37

 
  

They also undertake work for the public sector. Advertised on their website is “The 
future climate for development” project, which was funded by the Department for 
International Development and looked at the possible responses to climate change in 
low-income countries.38

 
 

Forum for the Future argue that if public sector organisations follow the sustainable 
approach to delivering services then more can be delivered for less. Their website 
states that:39

 
 

                                        
36 http://www.forumforthefuture.org/about-us 
37 http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2007/nov/05/greenlist.corporatesocialresponsibility3 
38 http://www.forumforthefuture.org/projects/the-future-climate-for-development 
39 http://www.forumforthefuture.org/our-services/public_sector  

http://www.forumforthefuture.org/our-services/public_sector�
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“Public sector organisations are facing the triple crunch: rising public 
expectations for flexible, high-quality services; the need to improve the 
use of natural resources (including an 80% reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2050); and all whilst managing the pressures of shrinking 
budgets. 
 
So the big question for the coming years is how they can do more – much 
more – with far less resource. That sounds like a tall order but in fact it’s 
perfectly possible if you take a sustainable approach.  
 
Short-term pressures on budgets and delivery can mean it’s very difficult 
to take the longer-term view but putting this off is dangerous. 
Organisations that think about sustainability will start finding ways to 
create better public services for the citizens and communities they serve, 
and will be better positioned for long-term success in a world that will be 
shaped increasingly by climate change and the resource crunch.”  

 
Their board includes Jonathon Porritt, who writes blogs for Forum for the Future, where 
he has attacked nuclear energy40 and UK renewable policy.41

 

 It is therefore clear that 
the organisation has a further political function as a platform for prominent 
environmentalists. 

British Funding 
 
Source Funding, £, 2009-10  

Greater London Authority 4,150 

City of London council 2,500 

Middlesbrough council 10,586 

Peterborough council 6,345 

Carmarthenshire council 500 

Powys council 11,500 

Birmingham council 20,500 

St. Helen’s council 500 

Stockport council 3,014 

Department for Transport 16,000 

British Council 48,014 

Natural Environment Research Council 1,150 

Advantage West Midlands 5,000 

Natural England 6,342 

Technology Strategy Board 1,719 

                                        
40 http://www.forumforthefuture.org/blog/nuclear-comes-clean  
41 http://www.forumforthefuture.org/blog/good-times-bad-times  

http://www.forumforthefuture.org/blog/nuclear-comes-clean�
http://www.forumforthefuture.org/blog/good-times-bad-times�
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Source Funding, £, 2009-10  

SEEDA 28,750 

South West of England Development Agency 10,350 

Sustainable Development Commission 12,677 

Total 189,597 
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Friends of the Earth 
 

 
 
 
About: Friends of the Earth describes itself as the UK’s most influential environmental 
campaigning organisation. Their website states that the campaign will reach it 
objectives by persuading the government and the economy to give people a fair deal. 
Politicians also seek the approval of this special interest group for driving environmental 
policy, Michael Meacher MP said42

 
: 

“Friends of the Earth is extremely effective. No Government will achieve 
anything unless supported consistently and effectively from the outside. 
And Friends of the Earth does that job better than anyone.” 

 
Environmentalist Campaigning: Friends of the Earth currently has three major 
campaigns: 
 
 “Fix the Food Chain” a campaign to change livestock farming through the 

Sustainable Livestock Bill. Friends of the Earth oppose factory farming because of 
the higher levels of imported soy needed to feed animals. The campaign seeks to 
get enough MPs to enact the bill so that will regulate how much meat and dairy is 
produced and how much people eat. It would also redirect subsidies, grants, taxes 
and tax breaks to sustainable farming systems and home grown feeds.43

 
  

 “Get serious about CO2” is a campaign targeting local councils to reduce local 
emissions by 40% by 2020. Friends of the Earth argue that:44

 
 

“If we don’t act, a billion of the world’s poorest people will be left hungry and 
homeless. And people in the UK will be affected by rising food prices, and 
more floods and droughts.” 

 
Friends of the Earth are calling for every council to have a local carbon budget, limiting 
the amount of carbon that can be emitted in their area. They also argue that councils 
will need more resources from Government to meet their carbon budgets, including 
more money to fund green projects.  
 
Local carbon budgets were supported by prominent MPs before the election. Oliver 
Letwin said:  
 

                                        
42 http://www.foe.co.uk/what_we_do/about_us/friends_earth_big_picture.html 
43 http://www.foe.co.uk/what_we_do/fix_food_chain_20576.html 
44 http://www.foe.co.uk/what_we_do/get_serious_index.html 
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“On behalf of Greg Clark, Caroline Spelman and myself, I can confirm that 
we recognise the need for local carbon budgets as part of the 
implementation of the Climate Change Act.” 

 
Chris Huhne, now Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change, said:45

 
 

“A local carbon budget for every local authority: that caps CO2 in the local 
area in line with the scientific demands for emissions cuts and local 
circumstances.” 

 
Local Friends of the Earth groups have had some success in influencing local council’s 
policy decisions. Councils including Birmingham, Brighton, Harrogate and Haringey have 
passed motions committing to cut CO2 in their area by at least 40 per cent by 2020.   
 

 “International Climate” is a campaign calling for rich countries to cut their emissions 
by at least 40 per cent by 2020 without carbon offsetting. Friends of the Earth want 
rich countries to reaffirm their commitment to the Kyoto Protocol, they emphasise 
the need for rich countries to accept responsibility for causing climate change and 
agree to cut their emissions first and fastest.  

Friends of the Earth also want to see rich countries financially supporting developing 
countries to tackle the impacts of climate change and to support non-carbon intensive 
development paths. 

Friends of the Earth also have a page on their website devoted to encouraging 
members of the public to pressure the MPs into supporting the Friends of the Earth’s 
agenda. It is known as “The Big Climate Connection”:46

“200,000 people called on their MPs to introduce a Climate Change Act 
and the Government acted. And with a new coalition in place, now’s the 
time to make sure this Government steps up to the plate to tackle climate 
change. The Big Climate Connection is calling on people to lobby their MPs 
to ensure the new Government hears public opinion on climate change.  
In May this year more than 200 new MPs were elected. We must remind 
our MPs that climate change demands an urgent response at international, 
national and local level.” 

 

Friends of the Earth receive funding from public sector sources in Britain and the 
European Commission. 
 
 
                                        
45 http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefings/gs_campaign_intro.pdf 
46 http://www.foe.co.uk/campaigns/climate/press_for_change/big_connection_24989.html 
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British Funding 
 
Source Funding, £, 2009-10  

British council 1,540 

Natural Environment Research Council 364 

WRAP Council 72,537 

Sustainable Development Commission 1,800 

Dorset council 75 

Essex council 75 

Total 76,390 
 
European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“FOEE influences the EU policy process to achieve strong environmental 
policies in four key areas: climate change and energy, food and 
biodiversity, economic justice (corporate/trade EU funds) waste and 
resource use. These are long term programmes comprised of several 
interrelated multinational campaigns that build upon previous year’s 
achievements. A new strategic plan FoEE 2010-2013 is under 
development through 2009” 

 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 724,212 

Total 724,212 
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Futerra Sustainability 
Communications 

  

 
 
About: Futerra is a communications agency that only works on corporate responsibility 
and sustainability. One area of expertise is environment and climate change. 
 
They describe themselves on their website as: 
 

“Futerra is the sustainability communications agency; from green to 
ethical, climate change to corporate responsibility. For almost a decade 
we've helped you save the world.” 

 
Environmentalist Campaigning:  
 
In the report Sell the Sizzle Futerra set out their position on how organisations should 
promote climate change policy and behaviours:47

 
 

“In the 1940s a supersalesman named Elmer Wheeler made what TIME 
magazine called ‘a handsome living’ advising U.S. businesses: “Don’t sell 
the sausage – sell the sizzle!” Elmer knew that the big secret to successful 
selling is that you don’t advertise the sausage itself – because it’s the 
desirable sounds and smells which get the juices flowing and the people 
hungry. For years we’ve tried to ‘sell’ climate change, but a lot of people 
aren’t buying. Despite a strange recent resurgence in denial, the science is 
unequivocal. So climate change is no longer a scientist’s problem - it’s 
now a salesman’s problem, and we can all learn a thing or two about 
selling from Elmer. For all of us desperately promoting action, finding 
ingenious ways to communicate climate change or just banging our heads 
against the hard brick wall of climate denial – we need to find the sizzle.” 

 
British Funding 
 
Futerra clients include a number of councils, the Department for International 
Development and Yorkshire Forward, however, only some of those clients responded to 
our FOI indicating that they had made made payments to the organisation in 2009-10. 
 
Source Funding, £, 2009-10  

Dorset council  335 

Suffolk council 1,288 

                                        
47 http://www.futerra.co.uk/downloads/Sellthesizzle.pdf  
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Source Funding, £, 2009-10  

Horsham council 335 

British council 10,627 

Natural England 9,487 

South West of England Development Agency 11,687 

British Museum 11,275 

Sustainable Development Commission 3,000 

Barnet council 34,660 

Total 82,694 
 
  



 

55 Tufton Street, London, SW1P 3QL  www.taxpayersalliance.com  0845 330 9554 (office hours)  07795 084 113 (24 hours)       52 

Global Action Plan 
 

 
 
 
About: Global Action Plan is an organisation similar to the Carbon Trust, who help 
businesses and other organisations cut carbon emissions and make financial savings. 
Global Action Plan state that “Our programmes have social and environmental benefits, 
are proven to work, and are United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 
endorsed.”48

 
  

Environmentalist Campaigning: Global Action Plan appears to take the most 
cautious position on climate change, in particular, of the groups in this report: 
 

“We are acutely aware that it is sometimes easy to exaggerate the scale 
of the environmental problems we face, or to leap to ill-thought through 
solutions. Neither exaggeration, or ill-thought solutions will persuade 
people to change though. Instead Global Action Plan endeavours to 
develop programmes and focus efforts based on the best scientific advice 
available.  
 
Sometimes this means that we haven’t reached a position or a conclusion 
about a particular environmental issue. Many things are about weighing 
the positives and negatives of several options with no clear right or 
wrong. Where this is the case we will try to balance all sides of an 
argument and allow people to choose what they think based upon the 
best information available.” 

 
However Global Action Plan believes there must be a concerted effort to change 
lifestyles and the political system to reverse man-made climate change:49

 
 

“We do believe that man-made carbon emissions are contributing to 
climate change and that significant changes are desperately needed in 
both our lifestyles and their surrounding systems if we are to avoid the 
worst implications of a changing climate. We believe that with concerted 
action at all levels we can achieve this target.  
 
A low carbon society will be different but no less enjoyable. Our 
infrastructure will change with our electricity coming from zero carbon 

                                        
48 http://www.globalactionplan.org.uk/about-us  
49 http://www.globalactionplan.org.uk/environmental-overview 
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sources, our transport system is likely to be electrified and our buildings 
will be far more energy efficient.” 

 
Global Action Plan’s CEO, Trewin Restorick, writes a blog, providing the charity’s 
analysis and commentary on environmental issues in relation to the political situation. 
An interesting analysis of the disastrous 10:10 “No Pressure” video stressed the need 
for environmental groups to develop credibility in the environmental sector in order to 
influence policy:50

 
 

“Organisations like Global Action Plan have taken years to seek to develop 
this credibility but it is not an exclusive domain of the established. One 
example of a new organisation taking this approach is the Ellen McArthur 
Foundation which has been built over time based on a real desire to 
understand the sector, and where a new organisation can truly make a 
difference. This is truly a sustainable approach to a difficult agenda.” 

 
British Funding 
 
Organisation Funding, £, 2009-10  

Dorset council 14,650 

Norfolk council 6,178 

Somerset council 1,105 

Slough council 5,750 

Aberdeenshire council 14,339 

Newcastle upon Tyne council 4,236 

Broxtowe council 5,000 

Tonbridge and Malling council 15 

DECC 7,864 

Learning and Skills council 1,633 

Big Lottery Fund 73,944 

British Council 63,700 

Forestry Commission 323 

City of London council 3,750 

Barking and Dagenham council 27,046 

Hackney council 141,246 

Islington council 8,747 

Kensington and Chelsea council 1,900 

Merton council 834 

Devon council 97 

Redbridge council  3,787 

Total 386,193 

                                        
50 http://www.globalactionplan.org.uk/splattergate-111010 
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Green Alliance 
 

 
 
About: The Alliance describe their work entirely in political terms:51

 
 

“Green Alliance is an influential environmental think tank working to 
ensure UK political leaders deliver ambitious solutions to global 
environmental issues. We understand political decision-making and have 
helped to change policy bringing climate change and environmental issues 
into the mainstream. While not a formal alliance we work closely with 
partners in the third sector, business and other spheres to advocate 
proposals influential on all sides of the political spectrum. Our activities 
include research, advocacy and convening high-profile events with senior 
politicians and key influencers.” 

 
Environmentalist Campaigning: The Green Alliance’s listed key achievements 
include providing a platform for many of the most significant political speeches on the 
environment, by speakers including Gordon Brown, David Cameron, Nick Clegg, David 
Miliband and George Osborne. 
 
The Green Alliance’s consortium of businesses from the waste, manufacturing and retail 
sectors made the case directly to the Treasury for higher landfill tax. The tax was 
subsequently increased in the 2007 budget and will reach £72 per tonne by 2013.52

 
 

British Funding 
 
Organisation Funding ,£, 2008-09 Funding, £, 2009-10  

UK Government Aid53 174,079   

EU Climate Finance 29,740  

Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office 

 20,919 

WRAP Group  34,500 

Commission for Architecture and 
the Built Environment 

 5 

Total 203,819 55,424 
 

                                        
51 http://www.green-alliance.org.uk/grea1.aspx?id=32  
52 http://www.green-alliance.org.uk/grea1.aspx?id=4152  
53 20% of £870,396. Bodies listed but budgets not broken down: DEFRA; National Trust; FCO; Royal Mail; 
Environment Agency; Westminster Foundation 
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Health and Environment 
Alliance (HEAL) 

  
 
 
About: The Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL) aims to raise awareness of how 
environmental protection and sustainability improve people’s health, and to empower 
the health community to contribute their expertise to policy making. HEAL’s 
membership includes citizens’, patients’, community, women’s, health professionals’ and 
environmental organisations as well as research and public health institutions across 
Europe.  
 
The HEAL website states their aims are: 
 
 Make European citizens and NGOs more aware of policy changes that can help or 

hinder progress towards sustainable development 
 
 Support the participation of citizens in policy making at the European level and 

represent their concerns 
 
 Strengthen EU policies in favour of better protection of health and the environment 
 
 Link significant research findings to recommendations on policy action 
 
European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“HEAL’s focus this year is on advocating for the needsof the most 
vulnerable to be considered in EU policy formulation and implementation. 
Our strategy is to provide expert input and a health perspective into 
environmental policies, and build coordinated efforts with vulnerable and 
health –affected groups, such as youth organisations and patients with 
asthma, cancer and Parkinson’s disease, and with health professionals, 
who represent highly-respected voices in European debates.” 

 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 337,932 

Total 337,932 
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International Federation of 
Organic Agriculture 

Movements EU Group 
(IFOAM) 

 

 

 
 
About: The IFOAM EU Group is the European working level within the International 
Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements. It brings together more than 300 
organisations representing the whole organic farming chain and environmental 
organisations from all the EU-27, EFTA and candidate countires. IFOAM’s goal is the 
worldwide adoption of ecologically, socially and economically sound systems that are 
based on the principles of organic agriculture.   
 
IFOAM take a very active role in political negotiations regarding agricultural, lobbying 
for their organic agenda:54

 
 

“IFOAM actively participates in international agricultural and 
environmental negotiations with the United Nations and multilateral 
institutions to further the interests of the organic agricultural movement 
worldwide. IFOAM is uniquely recognized for taking on this important role. 
The introduction of the Principles of Organic Agriculture and the 
recognition of IFOAM by international institutions is of enormous 
importance for the further development of Organic Agriculture.” 

 
European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“IFOAM EU Group will contribute the knowledge and experience of the 
organic food and farming movement in Europe to address burning 
environmental challenges of our time. Our aim is to make it publicly and 
politically recognized that organic food and farming – as a representative 
of a sustainable production and consumption system – can thus be an 
effective tool for fighting climate change and the loss of biodiversity and 
can help to protect our soils.” 

 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 249,721 

Total 249,721 

                                        
54 http://www.ifoam.org/about_ifoam/index.html 
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International Friends of 
Nature (IFN) 

 
 

 
 
About: IFN was founded in Vienna in 1895. Together with its 23 member 
organisations, its partner organisations, its youth organisation and its network of more 
than 1000 Friends of Nature houses IFN works for sustainable development in and 
beyond Europe. 
 
The IFN website has a page dedicated to European politics, which identifies various EU 
policy areas that IFN have commented on. For example, the IFN commented on the 
European Union’s framework on tourism stating that:55

 
 

“Although we appreciate this positive starting point, Naturefriends 
International (NFI) and the European Union Federation of Youth Hostel 
Associations (EUFED) would like to emphasize that the challenge should 
not be narrowly defined as staying the world’s number one tourism 
destination, but as “making Europe the most sustainable tourism 
destination in the world”. The preservation of natural and cultural heritage 
and the social well--‐being of the local population are core aspects in 
maintaining the attractiveness of holiday destinations. A clear focus on the 
guiding principle of sustainability, and the development of adequate 
criteria, are therefore crucial to ensure the long-term economic success 
and competitiveness of the sector. 
 
… 
 
“Key sectors such as winter sports and coastal tourism are highly 
vulnerable to climate change. At the same time, tourism is a major 
contributor to the problem. Particularly emissions from air travel have to 
be significantly reduced. The inclusion of flights into the European 
Emissions Trading Scheme is an important step in this direction, and 
should be rendered more effective through more ambitious reduction 
targets, full auctioning of permits and realistic prices per tonne CO2. But 
this alone will not suffice: New form of tourism must be developed, and 
public awareness for the climate impact of tourism raised. A CO2--
‐certification scheme would help consumers make more climate-friendly 
choices and provide incentives to innovative operators. It should 

                                        
55 http://www.nfi.at/dmdocuments/TourismComm2010commentNFIEUFED.pdf 
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comprehensively cover travel, accommodation as well as activities at the 
destination. Demographic trends will likewise require innovative services 
that turn specialized demands into economic opportunities.” 

 
European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“The work programme of IFN for 2009 is focusing on sustainable development, 
climate change, protection of biodiversity, sustainable consumer patterns, etc. 
Those issues are often intensively interlinked with sustainable regional 
development and sustainable tourism. IFN implements EU policy in these fields 
and strengthens the development of the EU environmental, social and 
sustainable policies.” 

 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 227,615 

Total 227,615 
 
  



 

55 Tufton Street, London, SW1P 3QL  www.taxpayersalliance.com  0845 330 9554 (office hours)  07795 084 113 (24 hours)       59 

International Network for 
Sustainable Energy 

(INFORSE) 
  

 
 
About: INFORSE-Europe is a network of 70 NGOs from 34 European Countries. The 
network is active on environmental policy since 1992, registered in 2002. 
 
INFORSE describes its aims as follows:56

 
 

 To raise awareness and provide advocacy 
 
 To build up capacity at local, national and international level  
 
 To work for institutional reform  
 
 To support research and development    
 
INFORSE in Europe follows EU policy closely and has a page dedicated to monitoring EU 
policy.57

 
 

European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“INFORSE-Europe promotes sustainable energy (renewable energy and 
energy efficiency) to defend environment i.e., mitigate climate change, to 
decrease air pollution, waste and resources through EU Policy influence, 
awareness raising, education, NGO seminars, quarterly newsletter, 
website, large database.” 

 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 80,100 

Total 80,100 
  

                                        
56 http://www.inforse.org/presentation.php3  
57http://www.inforse.org/europe/eupolicy.htm  
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Justice & Environment  
  

 
 
About: Justice & Environment is an association of public interest environmental law 
organisations. Justice & Environment lobbies for enforcement of stronger environmental 
law, which they support:58

 
 

“J&E aims for better legislation and implementation of environmental law 
on the national and European Union (EU) stage to protect the 
environment, people and nature. J&E does this by enhancing the 
enforcement of EU legislation through the use of European law and 
exchange of information on the national, cross-border and wider European 
level.” 
 
“At the European level, J&E uses its national experience and knowledge to 
identify common and/or systematic and problems in the implementation of 
EU and international law. During the past five years, this has involved a 
series of topics, starting from the Aarhus Convention; which grants access 
to environmental information, public participation in environmental 
decision-making and access to justice in environmental cases; to legal 
challenges in mitigation and adaptation to climate change. 
 
We inform national and EU authorities about our findings, trying to initiate 
discussion or legislative initiatives on relevant topics of environmental law. 
For that purpose, J&E co-operates with several stakeholder groups, such 
as the European Environmental Bureau (EEB), the Friends of the Earth 
Europe or the CEE Bankwatch Network.” 

 
European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission does not outline the work programme that received funding. 
 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 165,563 

Total 165,563 
 
  

                                        
58 http://www.justiceandenvironment.org/about-us/what-do-we-do 
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Low Carbon Communities 
Network 

  

 
 
About: The Low Carbon Communities Network states its mission is “To create a 
network of sustainable communities that offers mutual support, materials and 
infrastructure to make them more effective and efficient in collective action and 
lobbying for a low carbon future.”59

 
 

Environmentalist Campaigning: Low Carbon Communties Network is a membership 
organisation of climate change groups, who work together to achieve the following 
aims:  
 
 Work alongside and communities and organisations in the UK and across the world 

to halt global warming as far as is possible 
 
 Encourage the adoption of low carbon and zero carbon policies, technologies and 

lifestyles through local action, and to enable groups engaged in this action to be as 
effective and efficient as possible 

 
 Support greater community awareness of the urgency of action required on climate 

change, and offer clear pathways to identify high impact, positive and achievable 
local solutions; and to 

 
 Enable those active at a local level to positively influence UK national and local 

government policy and practice. 
 
British Funding 
 
A number of the constituent organisations of the Low Carbon Communities Network 
received funding. 
 
Source Recipient Member Funding, £, 2009-10  

Oxfordshire council Low Carbon West Oxford 1,000 

Birmingham council Low Carbon Communities 1,500 

Lichfield council Low Carbon Lichfield 1,000 

NESTA Low Carbon West Oxford 30,000 

Total 33,500 
  

                                        
59 http://lowcarboncommunities.net/about/ 
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Mediterranean Information 
Office for Environment, 
Culture and Sustainable 

Development (MIO-ECSDE) 
 

 

 
 
About: MIO-ECSDE is a federation of Mediterranean Non-Governmental Organisations 
(NGOs) active in environment and development issues. It functions as a technical and 
political platform and umbrella for NGO intervention in the Mediterranean scene. The 
ultimate goal of MIO-ECSDE is to promote Sustainable Development in a peaceful 
Mediterranean. 
 
Their current agenda is “Securing a strong Mediterranean dimension in EU and 
international Environmental policies and processes.” 
 
MIO-ECSDE also lobbies on climate change:60

 
 

“MIO-ECSDE's on-going efforts concerning Climate Change in the 
Mediterranean are linked with those on water, desertification and the loss 
of biodiversity. MIO-ECSDE tries to activate Mediterranean NGOs, 
governments, etc. on issues directly or indirectly related to climate change 
by lobbying and campaigning at all major international and regional 
meetings, with emphasis on the impact of climate change on 
desertification, strengthening the use of renewable energy resources, 
emphasising the urgent need to safeguard the integrity of the water cycle, 
the need to halt further loss of wetlands and minimise undesirable effects 
on biodiversity.” 

 
European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“MIO-ECSDE main activities for 2009 are: networking; capacity building; 
drafting, promoting and presenting common NGO policies and positions; 
promoting partnerships; raising public awareness, participation and 
consensus building; Education for Sustainable Development (ESD); 
promoting the cultural dimension of sustainable development; facilitation 
of Mediterranean stakeholder networks; publications, etc.”  

 
                                        
60 http://www.mio-ecsde.org/articles.asp?cMC=53&cID=16 
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Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 346,388 

Total 346,388 
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New Economics Foundation 
 

 
 
 
About: NEF aims to challenge mainstream thinking on economic, environment and 
social issues. NEF produce analysis and also run programmes. NEF also create new 
ways of measuring progress towards increased well-being and environmental 
sustainability. 
 
Environmentalist Campaigning: NEF have developed the Happy Planet Index, which 
purports to be a measure that shows the ecological efficiency with which human well-
being is created around the world. They state that:61

 
 

“The Index doesn’t reveal the ‘happiest’ country in the world. It shows the 
relative efficiency with which nations convert the planet’s natural 
resources into long and happy lives for their citizens. The nations that top 
the Index demonstrate that it is possible to achieve high life satisfaction 
and long life expectancy without over-stretching the planet’s resources.” 

 
Costa Rica tops the index while Britain is ranked 74 out of 143 countries. NEF also 
assert that the USA, China and India had a higher HPI thirty years ago than they do 
today. 
 
The NEF runs “The Ration Me Up” campaign, which provides people with a personal 
carbon ration book for one month and is based on a global per capita ration of CO2 and 
other green house gases suggested by some policy makers. Each ration book contains 
coupons for energy and water use, transportation, food and clothing. To stay under 
your personal allowance of 1.15 tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent a year an 
individual can only use forty coupons a month. 
 
Activities such as “heating your home, using your fridge, buying socks or having a bath” 
all use up coupons, however the programme suggests individuals should partake in 
activities “flying a kite” or “talking to your friends”, which “emit little to no greenhouse 
gas at all”.62

 
  

NEF formed the Green New Deal Group in July 2008 and it aims to offer “positive action 
to bring the world back from the point of economic and environmental meltdown”.63

                                        
61 http://www.neweconomics.org/projects/happy-planet-index 
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The report produced by the Green New Deal Group clearly aims to influence policy. For 
example the Cuts Won’t Work paper – which was co-written by the Green Party MP 
Caroline Lucas – argued that increased public spending was needed instead of spending 
cuts. The NEF states:64

 
 

“The Cuts Won’t Work shows that, contrary to the policy of all the major 
political parties, cutting public spending now will tip the nation into a 
deeper recession by increasing unemployment, reducing the tax received 
and limiting government funding available to kick-start the Green New 
Deal. Instead a bold new programme of ‘green quantitative easing,’ rather 
than simply propping up failing banks, could help reduce the public debt 
and kick-start the transformation of the UK’s energy supply while creating 
thousands of new green-collar jobs.” 

 
British Funding 
 
Source Funding, £, 2008-09 Funding, £, 2009-10  

Arts Council  5,000  

Highlands and Islands Enterprise  36 

Sustainable Development 
Commission 

 2,000 

Norfolk council  29 

Carmarthenshire council  2,500 

Bradford council  46,064 

Basingstoke and Deane council  5,048 

Lewes council  24 

North Dorset council  42 

Department of Health  29,999 

British Council  240 

Natural England  31,452 

Total 5,000 117,434 
  

                                        
64 http://www.neweconomics.org/publications/cuts-wont-work 
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NGO Platform on 
Shipbreaking 

 
 

 
 
About: The NGO Platform on Shipbreaking is a global coalition of environmental, 
human rights and labour organisations that work to expose and prevent the illegal 
export of end-of-life ships containing hazardous substances from wealthy shipping 
companies and nations to some of the poorest communities in South Asia for extremely 
hazardous scrapping. The Platform also campaigns for the safe and environmentally 
sound disposal of such vessels.  
 
European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“The NGO Platform on Shipbreaking advocates for a responsible policy on 
the dismantling of end-of-life vessels at the European and international 
level that encompass the pronciples of human rights, environmental 
justice, “polluter pays”, producer responsibility and clean production.”  

 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 102,920 

Total 102,920 
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PAN Parks 
 

 
 
 
About: PAN Parks Foundation occupies a unique position to bring wilderness and wild 
land conservation on the political and conservation agenda in Europe. The foundation’s 
role is to increase management effectiveness of protected area with wilderness 
character while promoting sustainable developing and increasing awareness. 
 
One of their activities is to create and operate a “Wilderness Think-tank” based on a 
panel of wilderness experts (conservationists and scientists) to support wilderness 
conservation in Europe. 
 
European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“PAN Parks Foundation’s work programme in 2009 will provide non-
intervention management guidelines for the implementation of CBD’s 
PoWPA and compile independent management audit process in Natura 
2000 sites in order to develop policy recommendations to the European 
Commission and good examples to Natura 2000 site managers.”  

 
Source EU Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 188,432 

Total 188,432 
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Pesticide Action Network UK 

 
 
About: Pesticide Action Network UK campaigns to reduce the use of pesticides and 
increase the use of alternative to chemical pest controls. Pesticide Action Network UK 
aims to “eliminate the use of hazardous pesticides, to reduce dependence on pesticides 
and to increase the use of sustainable alternatives to chemical pest control in 
agriculture, urban areas, public health and homes and gardens.” 
 
Environmentalist Campaigning: Pesticide Action Network UK describe their activities 
as follows: 
 
 We publish independent information on pesticide use and impacts for governments 

and decision makers, researchers, media, concerned citizens and other interested 
groups 

 
 We undertake and target research to promote better understanding of the cause 

and effects of pesticide problems. 
 
 We undertake projects to demonstrate that growing food and textiles, and 

managing amenities, is possible without the use of hazardous pesticides 
 
 We promote effective and progressive policies to eliminate pesticide hazards, 

representing concerns of users, consumers and exposed communities nationally and 
internationally. 

 
 We support projects with partners in developing countries to demonstrate the 

efficacy of organic and low input .production as a means of providing farmers with 
economically viable, socially acceptable and environmentally sound livelihoods. 

 
Pesticide Action receive funding from public sector sources in Britain and the European 
Commission. 
 
British Funding 
 
Source Funding, £, 2009-10  

DFID 33,963 

Lewes Council 160 

Total 34,123 
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EU Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“PAN Europe’s 2009 work programme focuses on ensuring the 
prioritisation of nature, biodiversity, public health and the environment in 
the formulation and implementation of EU legislation on pesticides, 
biocides and the Common Agricultural Policy. We place strong emphasis 
on supporting, informing and encouraging our network members in 
participating in the European political process, as well as in raising 
awareness of the need to protect health and the environment from 
exposure to hazardous pesticides” 

 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

Pesticides Action Network Europe (PAN-E) 78,703 

Total 78,703 
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Reuse and Recycling 
European Union Social 
Enterprises Network 

(RREUSE) 
 

 

 
 
About: The Reuse and Recycling European Union Social Enterprises Network 
(RREUSE), was founded in 2001 by 10 national social economy federations with the 
objective to promote reuse and recycling activities as a way to preserve energy and 
resources and to promote social and economic integration. 
 
RREUSE closely follows European Union policy and in the environmental policy section 
of their website there are links to European directorates they have an interest in. 
RREUSE has submitted proposals and position papers on EU directives under the 
following policy areas: Waste electrical and electronic equipment, waste framework, 
waste prevention, bio-waste management, waste shipments, energy using products, 
sustainable consumption and production action plan, integrated product policy, review 
of sustainable development strategy and VAT legislation issues.65

 
 

European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“The 2009 RREUSE work programme is focused in the following issues: 
revision of the WEEE (Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment) 
directive, the implementation of the Waste Framework Directive (WFD), 
the implementation of the Energy using Products (EuP) directive, the 
Action Plans on Sustainable Production and Consumption and Sustainable 
Industrial Policy (SCP-SIP), the VAT revision for environmental services 
and biowaste.”  

 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 69,287 

Total 69,287 
 
  

                                        
65 http://www.rreuse.org/t3/public-area/environmental-policy/waste-electrical-and-electronic-equipment/ 
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Sea Alarm Foundation 
 

 
 
 
About: Sea Alarm Foundation is an international non-profit organisation that prepares 
for, and facilitates, the effective cooperation of NGOs, governmental authorities, and 
the oil and maritime industries, in marine wildlife emergencies such as oil spills. 
 
Sea Alarm describes working closely with European Governments to provide training 
and promote policy changes: 
 

“Sea Alarm helps governments, industry and NGOs to be better prepared 
to respond to oiled wildlife incidents. The best solution is often the 
development of a response plan. In order to facilitate this process, Sea 
Alarm provides training, or help to initiate and assist with round table 
discussions. It has already done this in many European countries, 
including Sweden, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Ireland, Norway, Portugal, 
Spain, and the Netherlands. Sea Alarm also assisted Belgium in writing a 
national oiled wildlife response plan. 
 
Sea Alarm’s advocacy has been effective and led to many changes at 
national and international levels. In Europe, it has encouraged and 
inspired international processes that are increasingly leading to increased 
awareness of many stakeholders of the need to prepare for oiled wildlife 
contingencies. Sea Alarm has developed skills, insight and experience that 
can be applied on a global scale to enhance wildlife response planning. 
 
[…] 
 
Everything Sea Alarm does depends on personal contacts and on the 
networks it is developing. It is also important that key organisations 
regularly meet each other. To this end Sea Alarm has organised 
conferences in 2000, 2001, 2004, and 2007, offering a platform for 
European responders, governments and industry to exchange thoughts on 
the state of preparedness in Europe, evaluate recent responses, and 
define emerging priorities. Sea Alarm also manages international expert 
networks and ensures that information and knowledge is shared.” 
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European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“The new EMPOWER Network, represented by Sea Alarm Foundation, 
develops and supports the implementation of policies and activities that 
promote a professional preparedness to marine wildlife emergency 
response in all coastal European countries.” 

 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 131,789 

Total 131,789 
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Seas At Risk 
  

 
About: Seas At Risk is the European association of non-governmental environmental 
organisations working to protect and restore to health the marine environment of the 
European seas and the wider North East Atlantic. 
 
They identify lobbying Government on behalf of their members as a key component of 
their organisation: 
 

“A key role performed by Seas At Risk is its function as a technical and 
political platform for its members, providing them with a means of 
collective intervention in international political and legal meetings of 
government where they would not otherwise have access. While Seas At 
Risk pursues issues at the international level, individual Seas At Risk 
member organisations play an important role by helping to ensure that 
national government delegations to international meetings are properly 
briefed and aware of the concerns of their national environment 
movement. 
 
By coordinating lobbying at the national level and ensuring that issues get 
raised at international meetings of government, Seas At Risk maximises 
the opportunity for governments to make the right decisions about this 
most international of all environmental issues - protection of the seas and 
oceans.”    
 
Seas At Risk believe that “Any degree of climate change poses huge risks, 
but on the basis of the work carried out by the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC) many including the European Union have 
agreed that a rise in temperature of more than 2ºC is “dangerous”, and 
that policies should aim to contain the rise below that level.” 

 
Seas At Risk are also calling for an end to fuel subsidies and fuel tax exemption from 
the EU for fishing activities, stating: 
 

“These are environmentally harmful subsidies and Seas At Risk is calling 
for a shift from such subsidies to incentives for the transition to low-
impact fisheries”  
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European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
 

“Seas At Risk will focus on climate change, fisheries, shipping and key 
marine and maritime EU processes, with the objectives of raising 
awareness about the issues and facilitating policy development and 
implementation that contributes to the protection and restoration of the 
marine environment.” 

 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 88,911 

Total 88,911 
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Town and Country Planning 
Association 

  
 
 
About: The Town and Country Planning Association campaigns for the reform of the 
UK’s planning system so that its meets the environmental and social justice principles 
that they promote. The TCPA describe their objectives as follows:66

 
 

 Secure a decent, well designed home for everyone, in a human-scale environment 
combining the best features of town and country 

 
 Empower people and communities to influence decisions that affect them 
 
 Improve the planning system in accordance with the principles of sustainable 

development 
 
Environmentalist Campaigning: The TCPA describe their work in very political 
terms: 
 

“The TCPA campaigns for sustainable development through planning and 
provides provocative comment in response to the evolving policy agenda. 
Working in partnership with key public and private sector bodies, the 
TCPA helps to shape public opinion and government thinking.” 

 
The TCPA lobbied for managing land values so that more of the proceeds go to the 
local authorities and championed the introduction of the Community Infrastructure 
Levy, a local authority tax on all new developments.  
 
The TCPA’s Zero Carbon Task Team with the help of Friends of the Earth published a 
Planning Policy Statement on Climate Change Discussion Document. Former Housing 
and Planning Minister Yvette Cooper MP credited the TCPA with being the first to call 
for new planning guidance to address climate change and the Government both 
consulted upon and later in the year adopted a Climate Change Planning Policy 
Statement. She stated: 67

 
 

“The TCPA’s outstanding work planning for homes as part of a sustainable 
future, has enabled it to play a leading role in shaping the growth of our 
communities, towns and cities. The TCPA was the first to call for new 
planning guidance to address climate change and I am delighted that 
partly as a result of this the Government is now taking forward an agenda 
second to none in achieving zero and low carbon development and in 

                                        
66 http://www.tcpa.org.uk/pages/about-us.html 
67 http://www.tcpa.org.uk/pages/projects-policy.html  
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meeting the nation’s housing needs. I and the Government have really 
valued the TCPA’s research and policy thinking to make planning more 
responsive to peoples’ needs.” 

 
British Funding 
 
Source Funding, £, 2009-10 

Haringey Council 5,635  

Clackmannanshire Council 85  

Essex Council 29  

Hartlepool Council 29  

Torbay Council 89  

Ceredigion Council 184  

East Ayrshire Council 155  

Bradford Council 29  

Ashford Council 250  

Brentwood Council 290  

Gosport Council 29  

Hyndburn Council 290  

Newark and Sherwood Council 276  

North Dorset Council 290  

Test Valley Council 290  

Department for Communities and Local 
Government 

261,136  

British Council 946  

North York Moors NPA 108  

Exmoor National Park Authority 108  

Angus Council  155  

East Cambridgeshire Council 276  

Islington Council 580  

East Sussex Council 654  

Milton Keynes Council 724 

Total 272,637 
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Transform Scotland 
  

 
 
About: Transform Scotland campaigns for public transport. Their sister organisation is 
the Campaign for Better Transport. 
 
Environmentalist Campaigning: Transform Scotland argues that in order to have 
sustainable transport there must be a reduction in road traffic. They state in their Less 
Traffic briefing paper that:68

 
 

“Road traffic reduction is the most vital component of a sustainable 
transport strategy. Without policies, programmes and projects to cut 
traffic levels, there is little or no prospect of achieving crucial targets for 
reducing climate change emissions or creating a productive and just 
society.” 

 
Transform Scotland also actively support road pricing. In July Colin Howden, Director of 
Transform Scotland welcomed the Scottish Government’s Independent Budget Review’s 
recommendation to implement road user charging, while opposing further road 
building:69

 
 

“The recommendation to implement road user charging re-opens the 
debate on this essential measure. It is now essential that the Scottish 
Government looks at this seriously in the context of its forthcoming review 
of the National Transport Strategy. 
 
[…] 
 
However, having set out the need to ‘scale back the capital programme’, it 
is disappointing that the Panel appears to have carried out no scrutiny of 
unaffordable and unsustainable roads projects such as the Aberdeen 
western bypass or the proposed Second Forth Road Bridge. The review 
instead appears to have spent considerable efforts analysing potential cuts 
to public transport spending in the form of the bus concessionary fares 
scheme. With £8 billion needing to be found for measures to tackle 
climate change over the next decade,6 it is the Government’s multi-billion 
pound road-building programme that needs to be, in the words of the 
report, postponed or cancelled if Government is to tackle climate change 
and deliver sustainable transport.” 

                                        
68http://www.transformscotland.org.uk/resources.aspx  
69 http://www.transformscotland.org.uk/independent-budget-review-not-enough-on-road-building-programme.aspx 
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The Director, Colin Howden is also a member of the 10:10 campaign. 
 
British Funding 
 
Source Funding, £, 2009-10  

Scottish Enterprise 2,500 

West Lothian council 750 

Total 3,250 
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Women’s Environmental 
Network 

  

 
 
About: Women’s Environmental Network is the only organisation in the UK working for 
women and the environment. 
 
Environmentalist Campaigning: Gender and the Climate Change Agenda is the 
latest report by WEN. It examines the gendered impacts of climate change on women 
in the UK and internationally. The report sets out key conclusions about women and 
climate change, which are:  
 
 Globally, women are more vulnerable to the impacts of climate change due to 

different and unequal social roles and status. 
 
 Women contribute less to climate change, are impacted more by it, and have less 

say in decisions about the problem. 
 
 WEN is campaigning for gender and climate justice. 
 
 We believe that women need to be involved equally at all levels in order to achieve 

climate justice.70

  
 

WEN are calling on the UK government to ensure there is “gender equality in political 
representation, and in international negotiations on climate change, ensuring that all 
negotiators have a track record of promoting gender equality and equity and 
understand the intersection of gender and other inequalities.” 
 
WEN is also pressuring the UK government to embrace the following environmental 
policies: 
 
 We would like the UK Government to play its part in the follow up to Copenhagen 

to ensure an equitable global deal to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to keep 
warming at or below 2C. 

 
 Introduce policies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the UK by 80% by 2050, 

at the same time reducing inequality. 
 
 Support and encourage practical solutions for sustainable living 
 
WEN has campaigned to raise awareness of the environmental impacts associated with 
disposable nappies and to promote the use of washable cloth (‘real’) nappies to reduce 
that impact since 1989. However the Government cancelled its promotion of real 

                                        
70 http://www.wen.org.uk/your-wen/climate-change/gender-and-the-climate-change-agenda/ 
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nappies, after spending £30 million on their campaign, thanks to a four-year 
Environment Agency report which suggested they produce no net environmental 
benefits.71

 
 

The group play to gender stereotypes for their campaigns. For example, they run the 
‘Three Tonne Club’ – aimed at getting women to cut their carbon footprint to three 
tonnes per year.72

 
 

“Just as slimming clubs help thousands of people to achieve and maintain their 
target weight, the Three Tonne Club is designed to help slim down our carbon 
footprints and achieve that three tonne target. The concept of the dieting clubs 
is taken and applied to greenhouse gas emissions. Members of the Three Tonne 
Club show each other how it’s done. In slimming club style there is an initial 
weigh-in but here we’re weighing tonnes of carbon not pounds of flab. 
 
Packed with tips on how to shed those tonnes, the Handbook shows how, month 
by month, members can reduce the carbon emissions caused in various areas of 
their life – home energy, land travel, flying, food, shopping and all the rest. At 
monthly meetings the emphasis is on fun with group activities as friends and 
neighbours share experiences. At the end of the year a weigh-out shows what 
progress has been made and just how much each member’s footprint has 
shrunk.” 

 
British Funding 
 
Source Funding, £, 2008-09 Funding, £, 2009-10  

UK Government Aid73 41,823   

Merton council  45 

Tower Hamlets council  38,528 

Dorset council  100 

Bath and North East Somerset 
council 

 61 

Total 41,823 38,734 
 
 
  

                                        
71 Doughty, S. ‘The great real nappy myth – they are just as bad for the environment as disposables, admits 
Minister’, Daily Mail, 3 July 2007 
72 http://www.wen.org.uk/your-wen/climate-change/the-three-tonne-club-handbook/  
73 Islington - £3,534; Tower Hamlets - £22,563; H&F - £5,800; Newham - £4,126; Bexley - £5,800; 
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Women in Europe for a 
Common Future (WECF) 

  
 
 
About: WECF is a network of women’s and environment organisation in 40 countries. 
WECF aims at achieving a “Healthy Environment for All” by 2020. WECF and its 
members work around four main themes: Safe Chemicals & Waste management, Safe 
Water and Sanitation, Safe Energy & Climate change, Safe Food Production and 
Sustainable Rural Development.  
 
WECF states that it achieve its goals by enabling “women and men to participate at 
local and global level in policy processes for sustainable development. Our network’s 
activities are based on our partners’ own visions and needs. WECF implements solutions 
locally and influences policy internationally.” 
 
WECF work in the following policy areas: Energy and Climate, Chemicals and Health, 
Water and Sanitation, Biodiversity and Food and Gender and Right. 
 
WECF describes its work on Energy and Climate as follows: 
 

“WECF cooperates with local organizations to improve the access to 
affordable and renewable energy and to cut back on the use of energy in 
general. In addition to project implementation on the local level, WECF 
advocates for safe and sustainable energy at the national and 
international level. The WECF energy working group handles upcoming 
events like the International Renewable Energy Conference and the UN 
Climate Change Conferences.” 

 
WECF describes its work on Biodiversity and Food as follows: 
 

“WECF’s overall goal for Safe Food Production and Sustainable Rural 
Development in the EU and EECCA region is that by 2020 all children, 
women and men have access to safe, regional, diverse and affordable 
food, free of hazardous chemicals, nano-particles and GMOs, based on fair 
trade and produced in harmony with nature and landscape, protecting 
water, soil, air and biodiversity.” 

 
European Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme that received funding as 
follows: 
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“WECF, will build capacity, carry out awareness raising campaigns, provide 
policy recommendations and demonstrate solutions with 100 WECF 
member and partner organisations from 21 EU countries and 17 
neighbours, for the development and implementation of European 
Environmental policies and the promotion of EU’s international leadership 
role in Multilateral Environmental Agreements.” 

 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 273,910 

Total 273,910 
 
  



 

55 Tufton Street, London, SW1P 3QL  www.taxpayersalliance.com  0845 330 9554 (office hours)  07795 084 113 (24 hours)       83 

World Development 
Movement 

  
 
About: The World Development Movement describes itself as a “UK-based anti-poverty 
campaigning organisation. We have a worldwide reputation for tackling hard-hitting, 
controversial issues.”74

 
 

World Development Movement environmental campaigns are focused on getting rich 
countries to compensate poor countries for the effects of climate change.  They say 
that:75

 
 

“Whilst rich countries are responsible for most of the emissions pumped 
into the atmosphere it is the poorest communities in the world that are 
being hit the hardest by climate change. But rather than providing 
compensation for causing climate change rich countries are using it to trap 
the world’s poor into new and dangerous debt.” 

 
Environmentalist Campaigning: WDM identifies three major policy areas, which 
they argue need to be addressed to combat climate change. These are reducing 
domestic emissions; compensation to developing countries; and telling poor countries 
how they should develop in a low carbon way: 
 

“Firstly, the UK must stop increasing its climate debt. Every day that the 
UK continues pumping fossil fuels into the atmosphere, it is increasing its 
climate debt. This means the UK must take the lead in reducing emissions 
by stopping new coal, cutting aviation and switching to a way of living 
that moves beyond the idea of continued economic growth at the expense 
of all else. 
 
Secondly, we also need to provide compensation to the people who are 
suffering the worst impacts of climate change, to help them adapt by 
building strong infrastructure to cope with a changing climate. 
 
Finally, the rich world also bears a responsibility to ensure that countries 
in the global south are able to access their right to develop in a climate 
friendly way. Countries from the global south, who do not bear the 
responsibility for climate change, can not be expected to sacrifice their 
right to development so that the rich world can continue living in an 
unsustainable way. While the world’s richest people continue to massively 

                                        
74 http://www.wdm.org.uk/about 
75http://www.wdm.org.uk/climatedebt  
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over consume the rest of the world’s resources, simply asserting our 
common interests for an environmental solution is simply not justice. 
 
What is absolutely critical is that this happens in a way that does not 
reinforce existing inequalities, as the UK is currently trying to do.” 

 
The WDM are very hostile to the World Bank and supportive of the United Nations. 
They lobby for future climate funding from rich countries to go through the UN adaption 
Fund rather than the World Bank. WDM argue that the “World Bank can use money to 
force economic and political conditions on countries, and has a track record of failing to 
consult the people its projects affect.” 
 
WDM produce reports with policy recommendations based on their objectives above. 
The climate debt crisis: Why paying our dues is essential for tackling climate change 
report estimates that the UK needs to provide around £17 billion a year over the 
coming years to enable developing countries to cope with the impacts of climate 
change that we caused, and move towards climate-friendly modes of development. 
 
WDM champion increasing taxes to pay for such high levels of compensation:76

 
 

“We are calling for this money to come from new sources, such as a tax 
on shipping and aviation, ensuring that corporations do not avoid payment 
of tax and a small financial transactions tax (Robin Hood Tax). All these 
would not only provide new money, but they would also be 
transformational in themselves, meaning that they would help us move to 
a lower carbon future. Finally, we must ensure that none of this money is 
given in the form of loans, but is instead given as grants.” 

 
Funding 
 
The World Development Movement list payments from the European Commission and 
the Scottish Government in their annual accounts.  The European Commission funding 
was intended for awareness raising and educational activities around the EU’s trade 
strategy and to highlight opposition to proposed FTA's (free trade agreements) and 
EPA's (economic partnership agreements).  Funding from the Scottish Government was 
for “WDM’s unique Global Connect adult education project on global citizenship.” 
 
Organisation Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

EU Commission 22,973 

Scottish Government 21,704 

Total 44,677 
  
                                        
76 http://www.wdm.org.uk/climatedebtreport  
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World Wildlife Fund 
  

 
 
About: The WWF describes itself as “the world’s leading environmental organisation 
founded in 1961 and now active in over 100 countries.” 
 
The high profile campaign raises significant amounts from private fundraising. WWF 
state that in “2007/8 we spent £42m on our work; most of our income comes from our 
dedicated members and supporters.”77

 
 

Environmentalist Campaigning: WWF identify the key role they have played in 
political campaigning to change political legislation:78

 
 

“In recent years WWF-UK has been in the forefront of campaigning in the 
UK and the EU to change legislation and policy to protect our environment 
and biodiversity. Major UK campaigns have focused on climate change, 
energy, housing and the protection of our marine environment. The UK 
government also cooperates internationally, whether through the EU, the 
UN, the G8 or other for a, and we use our UK and international 
connections to lobby on key global issues.” 

 
WWF have a dedicated Public Affairs team set up in 1997 to promote their political 
objectives:79

 
 

“The team ensures that WWF’s messages and campaigns make the 
maximum impact on decision-makers through all levels of government. 
We do this by meeting with and briefing MPs, MEPs, government ministers 
and special advisers. We also host events in Parliament, give evidence to 
parliamentary committees, give presentations to all party groups and 
campaign to improve legislation. Between us, we have decades of 
experience at Westminster, local government and at an international level. 
A lot of our time is spent in the corridors of Westminster, the heart of 
political life, persuading the people in power that the environment is an 
issue which must be taken seriously.” 

 
WWF list a number of recent policy successes on their website, which includes the 
Climate Change Bill becoming an Act of Parliament. 
 

                                        
77http://www.wwf.org.uk/what_we_do/about_us/  
78 http://www.wwf.org.uk/what_we_do/working_with_government_and_parliament/  
79 http://www.wwf.org.uk/what_we_do/working_with_government_and_parliament/public_affairs_team/  
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WWF also boast about their close relationship with the Department for International 
Development:  
 

“WWF’s current partnership with DFID started in April 2008 and will run 
for three years. Under the agreement, DFID is contributing more than 
£12m to WWF programmes which aim to reduce poverty in Latin America, 
Asia and Africa and improve environmental governance at community, 
regional, national and international levels. Our partnership aims to 
strengthen environmental governance to ensure positive environmental 
impacts and improve the well-being of people – especially poor and 
organisation groups.” 

 
The £12 million worth of funding constitutes 9.98 per cent of the total organisational 
income in 2008-09, 11.30 per cent in 2009-10 and 15.06 per cent in 2010-11.80

 
 

The WWF’s “One Planet Transport” campaign lobbies against aviation and is active in 
the campaign against the expansion of Heathrow.81

 
  

The WWF receive funding from public sector sources in Britain and the European 
Commission. 
 
British Funding 
 
Source Funding, £, 2009-10  

NESTA 45,500 

Dorset council 30 

Department for Chilldren, Schools and Families 6,000 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 342,929 

Natural Environment Research Council 26 

Countryside Council for Wales 19,125 

Total 413,610 
 
EU Commission Funding 
 
The European Commission described the work programme for the WWF European 
Policy Office (WWF-EPO) as follows: 
 

“WWF will pursue its Mission of building a future in whuch Mankind lives in 
harmony with Nature through 5 strategies:mitigating climate change; 
securing ecosystem stability; reducing the European footprint; greening 

                                        
80 http://assets.wwf.org.uk/downloads/web_wwf_ppa_self_assessment_june_2010.pdf 
81 http://www.wwf.org.uk/what_we_do/campaigning/one_planet_mobility/ 
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European foreign and development policies; and, shaping European 
finances” 

 
Source Funding, £, Calendar year 2009 

European Commission 589,071 

Total 589,071 
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