
 

 
The TaxPayers’ Alliance Manifesto: 3 Months On 

 

Shortly before the last General Election, the TaxPayers’ Alliance produced a 
manifesto.  We pledged to judge any new Government on the standard it set.  
The manifesto set out recommendations in three areas – tax & spending, 
reforming services and democracy & transparency – and divided them between 
measures where it expected to see action within three months, a year and five 
years. 
With the 11th of August marking three months since the coalition Government 
took office and David Cameron became Prime Minister, this briefing sets out 
our current view of progress on our manifesto objectives with a rating and brief 
explanation for each of them. The projects are rated from zero – no progress at 
all or policy going in the wrong direction – to five out of five – where that 
objective has been satisfied or a clear path has been set out for that to happen.  
Often progress is the result of Government decisions, but in some cases backbench MPs and others 
have been responsible. 

It is encouraging that progress has been made on some of the longer term – one-year and five-year 
objectives – and we have included an assessment of all the objectives in our manifesto.  But the 
focus of this document is on the three month objectives.  There has been significant progress in 
many areas, though in others little has been done or things have got worse. 

In the rest of this Parliament, the TaxPayers’ Alliance will continue to campaign on the objectives set 
out in our manifesto.  In those areas where good progress has been made so far we will work to 
ensure that the initial promise is delivered upon, in other areas we will campaign for change. 

Scroll down for our full assessment, or click on the headings below to jump straight to that section: 

Tax & Spending 

Reforming Services 

Democracy & Transparency 

http://www.taxpayersalliance.com
http://www.taxpayersalliance.com/tpamanifesto.pdf


TAX & SPENDING 

WITHIN 3 MONTHS 

Scrap the 50p tax rate There has been no move to abolish this new tax that independent forecasters 
expect will hurt the economy and reduce revenue, increasing the burden on 
ordinary taxpayers. 
 

0/5 

Cut government advertising 
spending in half 

The Central Office of Information recently announced that it was shedding staff 
as “total COI turnover on advertising and marketing is down an estimated 52% in 
June this year, compared to the same period in 2009”. 
 

5/5 

Institute clear fiscal rules with 
expenditure targets 

Fiscal rules with expenditure targets have not been introduced, despite the 
evidence that they strengthen fiscal consolidations, but the Office of Budget 
Responsibility does appear to have strengthened independent monitoring of 
government fiscal policy.  
 

1/5 

Abolish a range of quangos Large numbers of quangos have been abolished including the Standards Board 
for England, BECTA and the Sustainable Development Commission.  But there are 
many more including the Carbon Trust, the School Food Trust and the Equality 
and Human Rights Commission that should be scrapped, and the Government 
need to be clear about where bodies are being abolished and where they are just 
being reorganised, such as the UK Film Council. 
 

3/5 

FIRST YEAR 

Introduce a 2-year public 
sector pay freeze, increase 
contributions to unfunded 
public sector pensions and cut 
pay for the top 10% of 
earners in the public sector 
 

The vital step of imposing a 2-year public sector pay freeze was taken at the 
Emergency Budget.  Hopefully an increase in employee contributions to public 
sector pensions will come later in the year. 

3/5 

Cut middle class welfare Steps have been taken to cut middle class welfare and “reduce tax credit 
eligibility for families with household income above £40,000”.  Further action 
appears likely in this area as part of broader efforts to reform welfare. 
 

2/5 

Scrap Regional Development 
Agencies and cut other 
business spending 

The Emergency Budget announced that Regional Development Agencies are to 
be abolished.  It is unclear at present whether they are genuinely being scrapped 
or if the new Local Enterprise Partnerships will mean some effectively remain. 
 

3/5 

Reform climate change policy Most of the coalition’s plans for climate change policy are going to increase the 
burden on families and some of their assumptions about the likely costs of 
current policy are entirely unrealistic. 
 

0/5 

WITHIN 5 YEARS 

Cut corporation tax to 15% or 
lower 

The Emergency Budget announced an intention to steadily cut Corporation Tax 
but cuts could be more radical. 
 

3/5 

Abolish Inheritance Tax There is no sign of the Conservatives fulfilling their manifesto pledge to lift the 
threshold for Inheritance Tax. 
 

0/5 

Reform taxes and benefits The increase in the personal income tax threshold is very welcome and the recent 
DWP consultation paper 21st Century Welfare suggests they hope to substantially 
reform the welfare system.  Unfortunately, it does not yet appear that the 
Government are ready to take the tough choices that could make welfare reform 
affordable. 

3/5 



REFORMING SERVICES 

WITHIN 3 MONTHS 

Reform quangos There have been few moves by the Government to introduce greater 
accountability for those quangos remaining.  Andrew Tyrie MP, the new Chair of 
the Treasury Select Committee, has insisted that the committee have the right to 
approve the head of the Office for Budget Responsibility though.  That is a 
welcome example other committees could follow, but it is an isolated example so 
the score is low. 
 

2/5 

Cancel Prevent grants from 
local authorities 

It was recently announced that Prevent grants to Muslim community groups 
through local authorities are going to be scrapped. 
 

5/5 

Drop the 0.7% target for 
foreign aid spending and 
focus on results 

There is no sign of the 0.7% target being dropped but some wasteful ‘Fake Aid’ 
programmes have been cancelled. 
 
 

1/5 

FIRST YEAR 

Reform prisons Proposals to reform to prison policy so far appear to be minor, leaving aside the 
debate over the numbers that should be in prison. 

1/5 

School choice Despite significant opposition, groups of parents and teachers have been given 
the right to open new, free schools.  Many appear likely to take that opportunity. 
 

5/5 

Scrap fixed speed cameras With specific central government funding cut off, local authorities up and down 
the country are abandoning fixed speed cameras.  We are still waiting to see how 
far this process will go. 
 

4/5 

Introduce elected police 
commissioners 

The Government appear to be on track to introduce elected police 
commissioners. 
 
 

5/5 

Refocus transport spending 
on high use commuter rail 
and roads 

The Government are still focussing on big projects with dubious justification like 
High Speed 2 instead of doing more to relieve congestion on the roads. 
 
 

0/5 

WITHIN 5 YEARS 

Decentralise government 
finance 

The Government has not yet taken steps to achieve significant fiscal 
decentralisation.  But policies such as requiring referenda on excessive increases 
in council tax do strengthen local democratic control over funding. 
 

1/5 

Privatise Royal Mail The Government have indicated their intention to pursue the privatisation of 
Royal Mail.  It is still unclear whether that is a priority, though. 
 

2/5 

Reform the NHS NHS reforms will give greater independence to frontline health services but 
without proper accountability to patients. 

1/5 

 

  



DEMOCRACY & TRANSPARENCY 

WITHIN 3 MONTHS 

Implement the Kelly 
proposals in full 

New rules have been implemented and greater transparency introduced that 
should minimise the chances of a new scandal of the kind that ruined the 
reputation of the last Parliament.  Unfortunately, there have been complaints 
from MPs and some members of the public that the implementation has been 
quite expensive and overly bureaucratic. 
 

3/5 

End all taxpayer funding for 
the unions 

Grants like the Union Modernisation Fund have not been scrapped and unions 
still receive huge amounts of staff time at the taxpayers’ expense. 
 

0/5 

Start EU reforms There has been little progress on EU reforms such as improving the scrutiny of 
laws emanating from the EU and a strengthened EU FOI law.  But despite some 
opposition, Bill Cash is the new Chairman of the EU Scrutiny Committee which is 
extremely good news. 
 

1/5 

Publish full data on spending The publication of the COINS database and a number of releases on the pay of 
senior staff have already provided significant transparency.  Further releases are 
planned that should mean the UK enjoys the kind of transparency available in the 
US thanks to the usaspending.gov website. 
 

5/5 

FIRST YEAR 

Recall and citizens’ initiatives While both recall and citizens’ initiatives have been proposed, it appears that 
both rights may be limited and we are still waiting for a more detailed picture of 
how these policies will advance. 
 

2/5 

Strengthen the Freedom of 
Information Act 

There have been no moves yet to strengthen the Freedom of Information Act. 
 
 

0/5 

Reform lobbying No steps have been taken yet to reform lobbying but significant cuts to taxpayer 
funded lobbying and political campaigning have been made with the DCLG 
moving to stop lobbying by councils and the Department’s quangos, and the 
abolition of the Sustainable Development Commission. 
 

3/5 

Hold a referendum on 
fundamental renegotiation of 
our relationship with the EU 
 

There have been no moves towards such a referendum. 
 

0/5 
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