
 I continue to be humbled and honored to serve as State’s Attorney for the people of Tazewell 
County.  Nothing I have accomplished would have been possible without your hard work and 
the dedication of my staff and others in law enforcement who pursue justice every day –a group 
I like to call Team Tazewell.  Looking to a promising future for our County, I enthusiastically 
seek to continue to serve as your State’s Attorney.  Having been a precinct committeeman, I 
know the vital role each of you will play toward our success in 2016.  

            Having served as State’s Attorney since 1995, I continue to appreciate the need for 
honesty and integrity in conducting the people’s business.  I approach every aspect of this job 
from the standpoint that I need to maintain a high standard for others to follow.  I accept the fact 
of life that I am a role model for my children and my community. 

Over the past twenty years, we have had the opportunity to face challenges and enjoy 
great success in Tazewell County.  If only the rest of the State could learn from our efforts.  
When I first ran for office, my perceived weaknesses have proven to be my strength.  I do not 
come from a politically connected family.  I worked my way through college in many types of 
jobs:  bookkeeper, pizza maker, floor polisher, custodian, gas station attendant, waiter, to name 
a few, and still had time to serve as a volunteer fireman.  Little did I know that this work 
experience would prepare me to be an effective State’s Attorney.  I worked my way up from an 
entry level prosecutor position.  I am who I am.  

One of my goals continues to be to strengthen the people’s respect for the criminal 
justice system and its government.  In order to have justice, the system must not only be fair but 
the public must perceive that it is fair.  The law must apply to everyone equally regardless of 
their status.  We must remain relentless in providing for public safety but at the same time 
defend our individual liberties.  I recognize that in order to be aggressive against crime we must 
be aggressive in addressing the root causes of crime not just the offender. 

I have worked in the trenches of the criminal justice system and I know we have many 
dedicated people pursuing justice everyday. Victims need a criminal justice system that treats 
them with dignity and provides treatment and closure. 

            After thirty years of practicing law, I have not lost my optimism.  I know that if we can 
engage people of strong beliefs and character to participate in our government then we can 
restore the public’s confidence.  I would be honored if you would circulate the enclosed petition 
in support of my candidacy to continue to serve as State’s Attorney.  I will be filing my Petitions 
on November 23rd.  Please return the notarized petition to my home at 910 Washington St, 
Pekin, Illinois  61554, at your earliest convenience but no later than November 16, 2015.  

             Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. 

  

Sincerely, 

 Stewart J. Umholtz 

      stewart@umholtz.com     
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