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Introduction 
 
For 29 years, the T. Buck Suzuki Environmental Foundation has worked to prevent 
pollution and protect fisheries habitat. Over the last eleven years, TBSEF has been 
working jointly with the Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) through the 
commercial conservation stamp program.   
One of our key focuses for this program has been habitat protection through pollution 
prevention. For instance by building public consensus for sewage treatment on and off 
the water, we are working on our long-term goal that will reduce harm to fish stocks by 
reducing the volume of harmful substances entering our freshwater and marine 
waterways.  
TBSEF’s work on urban pollution prevention meshes well with DFO’s and Environment 
Canada's (EC) initiative to establish a national sewage standard in cooperation with our 
provincial and territorial governments. Sewage pollution is one of the largest inputs of 
harmful substances into the Georgia Basin marine ecosystem. Both Greater Victoria 
and Metro Vancouver remain the two largest sources of raw or minimally treated 
sewage on the BC coast.  
TBSEF’s work on vessel pollution prevention meshes well with DFO’s and Transport 
Canada's (TC) initiative to establish Emissions Control Area around North America, and 
a national vessel pollution regulation in cooperation with our provincial and territorial 
governments. Pacific Coast vessel sewage pollution causes harvest closures in over 50 
shellfish areas annually. With vessel traffic growing quicker than our population, this 
problem will only get worst. 
Raising public awareness of the impacts from sewage pollution is essential to promoting 
positive change towards sewage treatment and support for federal pollution prevention 
goals.  
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Outcomes and Discussion 
 

Pollution Prevention 
 
Over the past year TBSEF has worked hard with partner organizations on pollution 
prevention and we believe that we have made considerable progress towards our 
ultimate goal of protecting and enhancing fish and fish habitat. Our main focuses have 
been urban and vessel pollutions; inadequately treated wastewater and urban pesticide 
use have major impacts on fish and fish habitat, and vessel pollution, although minor in 
volume, can be focused on very sensitive fish habitat with significant impact.  
 
One of the most blatant urban polluters in Canada is the Capital Regional District (CRD) 
with its daily discharge of 130 million litres of raw sewage. In 2005 the CRD had an 
approved Liquid Waste Management Plan (LWMP) that allowed the continuous 
discharge of raw sewage until 2028. Over the last five years the CRD has taken several 
key steps towards sewage treatment: 

• An expert panel was established to review the CRD's LWMP. It reported that the 
current situation was unacceptable from scientific risk, community value and 
regulatory perspectives; 

• A contaminated site investigation on the 2 CRD outfalls found the toxic levels 
high enough to warrant contaminated site designation; 

• A ministerial review of the CRD's LWMP. Subsequently the Ministers Order was 
given to include treatment in the plan;     

• The CRD Board established sewage treatment, at least secondary, as a priority 
for the region;  

• A CRD Technical and Community Advisory Committee (TCAC) was established 
to advise on wastewater  treatment; 

• The Ministry of Community Services (MCS) report on resource recovery from 
wastewater provided key insights for wastewater planning;   

• The environment community established resource recovery as a priority for 
waste management;  

• The CRD incorporated the resource recovery approaches into its LWMP review 
processes; and 

• The CRD filed a LWMP with the BC MOE that includes a commitment for 
secondary treatment by 2016. 

 
Over the past year the CRD has continued planning for sewage treatment with resource 
recovery. The solution will be good for the marine ecosystem and the local community. 
Local community leaders remained fully engaged in related processes. 
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On pesticide reduction, joining Victoria and Esquimalt, Saanich has added restrictive 
pesticide use bylaws and several more communities are considering similar actions. 
On vessel pollution, our OceanSMART Green Boating Guide promoting good 
environmental practices continues to be requested locally and from across the country.  
We continue to update the guide and have started work on a new Fuel Efficiency Guide. 
The call to establish a 200 mile Emissions Control Area (ECA) around North America 
has received final approval from the International Maritime Organization. The health and 
environmental benefits will be significant. This helps set a high standard for international 
marine traffic. 



  6 

Summary Table 
 
Planned Results Indicator/Measure Result 

Increased public awareness of 
the current state of habitat and 
fish stocks, including habitat 
degradation and pollution 
impacts in British Columbia 

Content analysis of media 
articles, broadcasts and 
publications 

Times Colonist, Vancouver 
Sun and Globe & Mail 
continue to provide generally 
positive articles on sewage 
treatment and resource 
recovery. The News Group 
has remained relatively 
neutral. CFAX 1070 has 
become increasingly critical 
giving time to those opposed 
to treatment. 

Record of public education 
events (and attendance) 

Major events: two premiere 
film presentations: World 
Water(100+), Chemical 
reaction (150+); grow 
organic festival (500+); and 
three  workshop: MFU-
SF(50), SECOA (100), PM-
EBM (50); Presented at the 
Sustainability Fisheries 
Workshop (50). 

Number of media articles, 
broadcasts and publications 
published and circulated. 

Water pollution from 
Victoria's raw sewage 
discharge remains a top 
local, provincial and national 
media issue. Over 50 media 
articles on Victoria’s raw 
sewage discharge appeared 
in print media. Print 
coverage includes: Times 
Colonist, Vancouver Sun, 
Globe & Mail, Focus 
Magazine, Seattle PI, and 
The News Group. 
Radio includes: CFAX & 
CBC. TV - Shaw Cable 
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Planned Results Indicator/Measure Result 

Increased collaboration among 
multiple community 
stakeholders 

Number of meetings, 
consultations and public 
education events with a range 
of community stakeholders 
throughout British Columbia. 

9 PFCRD meetings; 5 CRD 
TCAC meetings; 7 VSA 
membership and strategy 
meetings; 2 SFF meetings;  2 
presentations events: MPA 
(75), MFU-SF(50); and 1 TV 
event broadcast across BC. 

Increased community capacity 
and involvement 

Case studies of best practices, 
lessons learned, community 
initiatives and efforts to protect, 
improve and enhance habitat 
throughout BC. 

Review Stormwater report 
on good practices; worked 
with Pesticide Free BC on 
provincial pesticide 
strategies; continued work 
on vessel good practices 
guides. 

Number of commercial 
fisherman and fish plant 
workers involved in TBSEF 
fish habitat protection and 
enhancement initiatives. 

Seven commercial fishermen 
and fish plant workers have 
been directly involved with 
TBSEF’s work over the past 
year. 

Improved protection and 
enhancement of freshwater 
habitat in British Columbia 

Record and analysis of 
consultations with government 
officers and community groups 
to examine implementation and 
enforcement of habitat 
protection measures. 

Briefings to: BCSA, 
BCMOE, BC MLAs, 
GVWWC, POOP, CUPE,  
PFCRD, CMAC, ENGOs, 
CAPE, and BC Teachers. 
Generally supportive of 
habitat protection measures. 

Number of information reports 
published and circulated. 

5 PowerPoint presentations 
and 3 reports were 
circulated.  

Record and analysis of projects, 
initiatives and best practices 
improving and enhancing 
coastal marine habitat in British 
Columbia circulated to 
relevant, community and 
environmental groups. 

Annual analysis of our 
projects and initiatives are 
conducted for internal use. 
Regular recording of the 
PFCRD and TCAC initiative 
minutes are distributed to 
relevant groups. 
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Planned Results Indicator/Measure Result 

Improved protection and 
enhancement of coast marine 
habitat in British Columbia 

Quantitative and content 
analysis of consultations with 
government officers and 
community groups. 

Briefings to BCSA, 
BCMOE, BC MLAs, MPs, 
GVWWC, POOP, CUPE,  
PFCRD, ENGOs, CAPE, 
SCH, and BC Teachers. 
Briefing to EC on CCME 
municipal wastewater 
treatment process. 

Analysis of projects, initiatives 
and best practice information 
circulated among relevant 
community and environmental 
groups. 

Major projects wastewater 
treatment, resource recovery 
from waste, pesticide 
reduction, and vessel best 
environmental practices all 
generally well received. 

Sustained financial resources 
to enhance public involvement 
in freshwater and marine 
habitat protection and 
enhancement in British 
Columbia. 

Number of short-term and 
long-term partnerships 

Renew gaming, foundation 
partnerships and seek short-
term partnerships. In 
addition to direct financial 
contributions, other partner 
organizations have provided 
volunteer time and resources 
to our work. 

Analysis of new and sustained 
sources of financial support for 
Fish Habitat Program as per 
annual financial reports. 

Financial support for our 
work has strengthened over 
the past year; our 
relationship building work 
will continue to grow this 
support.  
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Financial Information 
Contribution Agreement 2009-2010 
Organization / Name Cash Contribution In-kind Contribution Total Contribution 

(cash + in-kind) 
Commercial Conservation Stamp Fund $27,318.00    $27,318.00 
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Summary and Conclusions 
 
Overall, we were very successful at achieving our planned results and the most 
significant results: an amended CRD liquid waste management plan that includes a 
2016 timeline for secondary treatment; a 200 mile emission control area around North 
America; and recognition federally that resource recovery needs to be an integral 
component of waste management planning.  
We were able to generate matching funds through foundations, donations and 
fundraisers to make this program a success. We will continue to develop partnerships, 
both funding and strategic, to build on this work over the next 12 months.  
 

Recommendations 
 
1. That the Pollution Prevention program continues in the next year focusing on four 

main areas: urban pollution prevention; promoting OceanSmart green boating 
practices; promoting harbour good practices; and raising pollution prevention in 
marine planning processes (PNCIMA). 

2. That TBSEF continue to build strategic and funding partnerships. 
3. That TBSEF develop other program focus areas including: ghost gear recovery 

guidelines, and habitat in the harbour. 
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