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Introduction 
 
For 34 years, T. Buck Suzuki Environmental Foundation (TBSEF) has advocated for marine 
pollution prevention, fish habitat protection, and promoting sustainable fisheries. For the past 
sixteen years, TBSEF has been working together with the Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada (DFO) through the Commercial Fisheries Conservation Stamp Program. 
 
One of our key focuses for this program has been habitat protection through pollution 
prevention, building public consensus for protecting water quality both on and off our marine 
waters. This is a long-term goal that will reduce harm to fish stocks by reducing the volume of 
harmful substances entering our freshwater and marine waterways.  
 
TBSEF’s work on urban pollution prevention meshes well with DFO’s and Environment 
Canada's (EC) initiative to implement a national sewage standard, and with our provincial 
government’s initiative to support integrated resource recovery. Municipal sewage poses one of 
the largest threats to marine water quality and shellfish harvest on our Pacific Coast. Sewage 
pollution is one of the largest inputs of harmful substances into the Georgia Basin marine 
ecosystem. Both Greater Victoria and Metro Vancouver remain the two largest sources of 
minimally treated sewage on the BC coast.  
 
With vessel traffic on our Pacific Coast growing quicker than our population, green boating 
infrastructure needs to be expanded to ensure pollutants stay out of our waters. TBSEF’s work 
on vessel and harbour pollution prevention meshes well with DFO’s and Transport Canada's 
(TC) marine pollution prevention initiatives. Raising public awareness of the impacts from 
pollution is essential to promoting positive change through green harbour infrastructure and 
support for federal pollution prevention goals.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 
 
 

Outcomes and discussion 
Pollution prevention 
 
Over the past year, TBSEF has worked hard with partner organizations on preventing marine 
pollution, and considerable progress has been made towards our ultimate goal of protecting and 
enhancing fish and fish habitat. Our main focus continues on developing and implementing 
green harbour plans and projects, our secondary work covered urban and vessel pollution, and 
improving harbour water quality. Inadequately treated wastewater and urban pesticide use have 
major impacts on fish and fish habitat, and vessel pollution, although minor in volume, can be 
focused on very sensitive fish habitat with significant impact. 
 
We are very disappointed with delays in Victoria with their approved Liquid Waste Management 
Plan. Just when we thought shovels would hit the ground to build a sewage treatment plant, 
new municipal players have put a halt to the approved plan and have pushed to restart public 
consultations to build a different plan. We will continue to work on this and hope there is enough 
time to get sewage treatment in place to meet the federal 2020 deadline. 
 
Green harbour planning and infrastructure projects continued to be developed with local 
Harbour Authorities in Ucluelet, Tofino, Campbell River, Sointula and Cowichan Bay.  
Negotiations with local First Nations in Cowichan Bay and Campbell River have delayed 
progress on these two harbours. Funding proposal deadlines prevented moving forward on the 
Sointula Harbour project.  Harbour planning discussions and initiatives will continue to be 
developed in Tofino, Ucluelet, Cowichan Bay and Campbell River in the coming year 
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Summary table 
 
Planned results Indicator / Measure Result 
Identification of options for improved 
protection of fish habitat through 
improved water and wastewater 
treatment and strategies for community 
involvement to advancing pollution 
prevention objectives 

Number of partnerships or 
alliances (short and long term) 

Continued work with Harbour Authorities and 
commercial fishing groups. 
12 Meetings 

Number of meetings, log of  
collaborative activities, number of 
activities adopted to protect 
marine habitat 

8 Meetings: Ecojustice, IUCN, ENGOs on MPA 
network and healthy fisheries, CFC, CFRN (45 
attendees) on fisheries indicators and distribution of 
benefits, Food Security and Fisheries Network (300 
attendees), SIASS, Skipper Otto Community 
Supported Fishery, CHN, Coastal Connection, MPA 
and Fisheries Science Forum, Ocean Network 
Canada, Islands Institute, Biodiversity UBC, CFRN 
&Ecoknows Complexity and VSTA & Ecojustice letter, 
CFN coastal fishing issues, Longline meetings, 
MEOPAR ocean acidification and Vancouver Island 
University  
 
Articles for Fisherman Newspaper 
 
CBC Interview on marine planning  
 
Nuu-chah-nulth Fisheries Celebration (250 
participants) 

Financial and in-kind 
contributions by partners 

BC Gaming support continues and Marisla Foundation 
funding. We will continue to seek new foundation and 
short-term partnerships. In addition to direct financial 
contributions, other partner organizations continue to 
provide volunteer time and resources to our work. 

Informed public policy with fish habitat 
protection an integral component of 
policy planning processes 

Number of policy and planning 
meetings attended 

Ongoing meetings related to marine planning 
processes on the North coast 
8 meetings 
 
National Fisheries Policy Forum 
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GH NMCA Tech Team and advisory meetings 
Regional CMAC 
WCA board meeting (15 attendees) 
Food and Security Network (300 attendees) 
CRD TCAC meeting (20 participants) 
MSE for Area A Crab (25 participants) 
DFO workplan 
NOAA on BC herring 
CRD LWMP Chair on Victoria sewage 
TC on vessel sewage regulations 
Scott Island NWA advisory 
SGaan Kinghlas Bowie MPA 
Vancouver Island University – guest lecture  
DFO State of the Pacific 

Number of presentations or 
submissions to inform public 
policy 

MPAIT presentation 
MOE on Victoria sewage 
 

Increased protection for ocean 
ecosystems in and around coastal 
harbours and commercial boat docks; 
increased awareness of green 
infrastructure opportunities and funding 
options 

Number of communities with 
green harbour discussions 
initiated 

Total number of meetings: 28 
Total number of attendees: 177 
 
Communities with Green Harbour Discussions initiated 
included Tofino, Campbell River, Ucluelet, Sointula.  
Communities with Green Harbour Plans Initiated 
included Cowichan Bay, Sointula.  Plans continue to 
be developed in these communities over the coming 
year to be completed. 

Number of meetings to develop 
green harbour initiatives 
Number of green infrastructure 
harbour development plans 
initiated and completed 



9 
 
 

Increased knowledge of and support 
for green vessel practices by 
commercial operators and harbour 
authorities 

Date, location and number of 
attendees at harbour meetings 
addressed 
 
 

Nanaimo (44 participants) 
Vancouver (20 participants) 
Campbell River (35 participants) 
French Creek (5 participants) 
Cowichan Bay (10 participants)  
Tofino / Ucluelet (9 participants) 
Comox (5 participants) 
Port Alberni (18 participants) 
Deep Bay (5 participants) 
Victoria (120 participants) 

Date, location, and number of 
presentations  
 
 

Nanaimo (7 presentations) 
Vancouver (3 presentations) 
Campbell River (5 presentations) 
French Creek (1 presentation) 
Cowichan Bay (2 presentations) 
Tofino/Ucluelet (2 presentations) 
Comox harbour (1 presentation) 
Port Alberni (3 presentations) 
Deep Bay (1 presentation) 

Victoria (3 presentations) 
Number of commercial marine 
organizations contacted, and 
number of guides updated or 
distributed 

A total of twelve commercial marine organizations 
were contacted. 
Total amount of green boating and fuel efficiency 
guides distributed: 316 
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Financial Report 
 

Project Income - Total for Contribution Agreement 2014-2015 

Organization / Name Cash Contribution In-kind Contribution Total Contribution 

DFO Conservation Stamp $23,399.00   $23,399.00

Direct Access Gaming Fund $11,366.33   $11,366.33

Marisla Foundation $14,335.11   $14,335.11

Total $49,100.44   $49,100.44
Note: $1,169.95 (5%) holdback outstanding. 
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Summary and conclusions 
Overall, we have been generally successful at achieving our planned results. We have 
strengthened collaboration we had with several NGOs working on the prevention of marine 
pollution and we have built new relationships with others. 
 
On the other side, we are disappointed with the delays in Victoria on sewage treatment, as well 
as, by the delay on the Sointula Harbour project caused by negotiations.  
 
We have participated in numerous and key meetings, and distributed 316 green boating and 
fuel efficiency guides along BC coast to engage commercial fishermen to protect marine 
environment with green boating practices. 
 
We were able to generate matching funds to make this program successful through two donors: 
the Direct Access Gaming Fund and Marisla Foundation.  
 
In this regard, we will continue to develop partnerships, both funding and strategic, to build on 
this work over the next 12 months. 
 
 
 
 
Recommendations 
 

1. Continue to participate in government policy dialogues, advisory and planning process in 
the Northern Shelf MPA Network, the Gwaii Haanas NMCA, the Bowie Seamount MPA, 
the proposed Scott Islands Marine MWA, and the Southern Strait Glass Sponge Reef 
MPA. 

2. Continue promoting green harbour and commercial boating initiatives with Harbour 
Authorities, fish harvesters groups and other local organizations. 

3. Continue building collaborative alliances with stakeholders to protect fish habitats, 
particularly salmon streams. 

4. TBSEF continue to build strategic and funding partnerships. 
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Appendix  
Work Plan Activities April – June 2014 
 

Activity Indicators Expected Result Progress to Date
Building collaborative 
alliances with local 
governments, stewardship, 
community and 
conservation groups, 
Harbour Authorities, First 
Nations, businesses, 
business associations, and 
educators to protect 
salmon streams, fish 
habitat and ocean 
ecosystems in BC.. 

# of partnerships or alliances 
(short and long term) 

# of meetings 
Log of collaborative activities 
# of activities adopted to protect 

marine habitat 
Financial and in-kind 

contributions by partners 

Identification of options 
for improved protection 
of fish habitat through 
improved water and 
wastewater treatment 
and strategies for 
community involvement 
to advancing pollution 
prevention objectives 
 

• Continued work with Harbour Authorities and 
commercial fishing groups 

• Apr 7 – CHN planning meeting 
• Apr 14 – CBC interview on marine planning 
• Apr 15 – Coastal Connection 
• Apr 17, June 26 – CFRN research: fisheries 

indicators & distribution of benefits 
• Apr 28 – MPA and Fisheries Science Forum 

planning meeting 
• May 1 – Ocean Network Canada meeting 
• May 4-9 – Islands Institute speaking tour 
• May 15 – CFRN Science committee  
• May 22 – Biodiversity UBC 
• June 1-7 – CFRN & Ecoknows Complexity 
• June 23 – VSTA & Ecojustice letter  

Participating in government 
policy dialogues, advisory 
and planning processes 
linked to DFO mandate 
(like PNCIMA, MPA 
networks, etc.) 
 

# of policy and planning meetings 
attended 

# of presentations or submissions 
to inform public policy 

Informed public policy 
with fish habitat 
protection an integral 
component of policy 
planning processes 

• Ongoing meetings related to marine planning 
processes on the North Coast 

• Apr 3, 25, May 26 – WCA management 
board and related meetings 

• Apr 11 – DFO workplan meeting 
• Apr 23 – MPAIT presentation 
• Apr 30 – Gwaii Haanas NMCA Tech meeting 
• May 16 – NOAA on BC herring 
• June 24 – Meeting MOE on Victoria sewage 

Promote green harbour # of communities with green Increased protection for • Campbell River Apr.03  6 people 
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Activity Indicators Expected Result Progress to Date
and commercial boating 
initiatives through 
collaborations with Harbour 
Authorities, fish harvester 
groups and other local 
organizations 

harbour discussions initiated
# of meetings to develop green 

harbour initiatives 
# of green infrastructure harbour 

development plans initiated 
and completed 

 

ocean ecosystems in 
and around coastal 
harbours and 
commercial boat docks; 
increased awareness of 
green infrastructure 
opportunities and 
funding options 

• Cowichan Bay May 1  6 people 
• Comox May 13  7 people 
• French Creek May 15  5 people 
• Cowichan Bay June 04  6 people 
• Port Alberni June 14  5 people 
• Cowichan Bay June 12  6 people 
 
Total 7 Meetings 41 People  

Building and maintaining 
effective communications 
and collaborations with 
stewards from the 
commercial fishing sector 
in BC on green boating and 
green harbour 
presentations. 

Date, location and number of 
attendees at harbour meetings 
addressed. 

Date, location and # of 
presentations 

# of commercial marine 
organizations contacted  

# of guides updated or distributed
 

Increased knowledge of 
and support for green 
vessel practices by 
commercial operators 
and harbour authorities 
 

• Nanaimo Apr. 08  8 people 10 Guides 
• Vancouver Apr.11  5 people (DFO) 
• Campbell River May 06  7 people 12 Guides 
• French Creek May 18  05 people 10 Guides 
• Nanaimo May 22   7 people 12 Guides 
• Cowichan Bay  May 26  5 people 
• Campbell River June 19  7 people 
 
Total 7 Meetings 44 People 44 Guides 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



15 
 
 

Work Plan Activities July – September 2014 
Activity Indicators Expected Result Progress to Date 
Building collaborative 
alliances with local 
governments, stewardship, 
community and 
conservation groups, 
Harbour Authorities, First 
Nations, businesses, 
business associations, and 
educators to protect 
salmon streams, fish 
habitat and ocean 
ecosystems in BC.. 

# of partnerships or alliances 
(short and long term) 

# of meetings 
Log of collaborative activities 
# of activities adopted to protect 

marine habitat 
Financial and in-kind 

contributions by partners 

Identification of options 
for improved protection 
of fish habitat through 
improved water and 
wastewater treatment 
and strategies for 
community involvement 
to advancing pollution 
prevention objectives 
 

• Continued work with Harbour Authorities and 
commercial fishing groups  

• July 3, 9 – meets and letter with Ecojustice 
on Victoria LWMP 

• July 4 – discuss IUCN with ENGOs 
• July 4 – articles for Fisherman Newspaper 
• July 10, 11, 25 Aug 12 Sept 3, 11,22   – 

meeting ENGOs on MPA network and 
healthy fisheries workshop 

• July 18 –Greenfire Production interview on 
marine planning 
 

Participating in government 
policy dialogues, advisory 
and planning processes 
linked to DFO mandate 
(like PNCIMA) 
 

# of policy and planning meetings 
attended 

# of presentations or submissions 
to inform public policy 

Informed public policy 
with fish habitat 
protection an integral 
component of policy 
planning processes 

• July 22-24 – National fisheries policy forum  
• July 30, Aug  – GH NMCA tech team 
• Sept 10 – Regional CMAC 

 

Promote green harbour 
and commercial boating 
initiatives through 
collaborations with Harbour 
Authorities, fish harvester 
groups and other local 
organizations 

# of communities with green 
harbour discussions initiated 

# of meetings to develop green 
harbour initiatives 

# of green infra-structure harbour 
development plans initiated 
and completed 

 

Increased protection for 
ocean ecosystems in 
and around coastal 
harbours and 
commercial boat docks; 
increased awareness of 
green infrastructure 
opportunities and 
funding options 

• Port Alberni July 3   6 people 
• Cowichan Bay July 23   8 people 
• Comox  August 6  7 people  
• Cowichan Bay August 22  5 People 
• Deep Bay Sept. 4  7 people 
• French Creek  Sept. 5  6 people 
• Campbell River   Sept. 30  5 people 
 
Total 6 Meetings  38 People  

Building and maintaining Date, location and number of Increased knowledge of • Vancouver July 14  5 people 
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Activity Indicators Expected Result Progress to Date 
effective communications 
and collaborations with 
stewards from the 
commercial fishing sector 
in BC on green boating and 
green harbour 
presentations. 

attendees at harbour meetings 
addressed. 

Date, location and # of 
presentations 

# of commercial marine 
organizations contacted  

# of guides distributed 
 

and support for green 
vessel practices by 
commercial operators 
and harbour authorities 
 

• Campbell River July 28  7 people 12 guides 
• Tofino/Ucluelet  August 14  5 people  10 

guides 
• Campbell River August 26  8 people  8 

guides 
• Tofino Ucluelet  Sept. 9  4 people  
• Cowichan Bay Sept. 12  5 people 5 guides  
 
Total 6 Meetings  34 People 25 Guides 
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Work Plan Activities October – December 2014 
Activity Indicators Expected Result Progress to Date 
Building collaborative 
alliances with local 
governments, stewardship, 
community and 
conservation groups, 
Harbour Authorities, First 
Nations, businesses, 
business associations, and 
educators to protect 
salmon streams, fish 
habitat and ocean 
ecosystems in BC.. 

# of partnerships or alliances 
(short and long term) 

# of meetings 
Log of collaborative activities 
# of activities adopted to protect 

marine habitat 
Financial and in-kind 

contributions by partners 

Identification of options 
for improved protection 
of fish habitat through 
improved water and 
wastewater treatment 
and strategies for 
community involvement 
to advancing pollution 
prevention objectives 
 

• Continued work with Harbour Authorities and 
commercial fishing groups  

• Oct 14 (ongoing coordination) – ENGO // 
CFC meeting on workshop: Fisheries and 
MPAs (12) 

• Nov 1 –  Nuu-chah-nulth Fisheries 
Celebration (250) 

• Nov 4-6, Dec 8, 10 – CFRN meetings (45) 
• Nov 12-15, Dec 18 – Food Security and 

Fisheries Network meetings (300) 
• Nov 24 – SIASS meeting (7) 
• Dec 19 – Skipper Otto CSF (20) 

 
Participating in government 
policy dialogues, advisory 
and planning processes 
linked to DFO mandate 
(like PNCIMA) 
 

# of policy and planning meetings 
attended 

# of presentations or submissions 
to inform public policy 

Informed public policy 
with fish habitat 
protection an integral 
component of policy 
planning processes 

• Oct 2, Nov 7 – WCA board meeting (15) 
• Nov 12-15 – Food Security and Fisheries 

Network meeting (300) 
• Nov 27 – CRD TCAC meeting (20) 
• Dec 12 – MSE for Area A Crab (25) 

 
Promote green harbour 
and commercial boating 
initiatives through 
collaborations with Harbour 
Authorities, fish harvester 
groups and other local 
organizations 

# of communities with green 
harbour discussions initiated 

# of meetings to develop green 
harbour initiatives 

# of green infra-structure harbour 
development plans initiated 
and completed 

 

Increased protection for 
ocean ecosystems in 
and around coastal 
harbours and 
commercial boat docks; 
increased awareness of 
green infrastructure 
opportunities and 
funding options 

Campbell River Oct. 8    6 people  
Nanaimo Oct. 17   8 people 
Nanaimo Oct. 30 9 people 
Campbell River Nov.6  7 people 
Tofino  Nov.13  4 people 
Nanaimo Nov.24  6 people 
Tofino/Ucluelet Dec.3  5  people 
 
Total 7 Meetings  45 People  
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Activity Indicators Expected Result Progress to Date 
Building and maintaining 
effective communications 
and collaborations with 
stewards from the 
commercial fishing sector 
in BC on green boating and 
green harbour 
presentations. 

Date, location and number of 
attendees at harbour meetings 
addressed. 

Date, location and # of 
presentations 

# of commercial marine 
organizations contacted  

# of guides distributed 
 

Increased knowledge of 
and support for green 
vessel practices by 
commercial operators 
and harbour authorities 
 

Comox Harbour Oct.2 5 people 10 Guides 
Port Alberni Oct.21   4 people 15 Guides 
Nanaimo  Oct. 25  6 people  10 Guides 
Nanaimo  Nov.3  8 people  10 Guides 
Port Alberni Nov.21  4 people 
Campbell River  Dec.15  6 people 15 Guides 
Nanaimo  Dec.22  6 people 6 Guides 
 
Total 7 Meetings  39 People 66 Guides 
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Work Plan Activities January – March 2015 
 

Activity Indicators Expected Result Progress to Date 
Building collaborative 
alliances with local 
governments, stewardship, 
community and 
conservation groups, 
Harbour Authorities, First 
Nations, businesses, 
business associations, and 
educators to protect 
salmon streams, fish 
habitat and ocean 
ecosystems in BC.. 

# of partnerships or alliances 
(short and long term) 

# of meetings 
Log of collaborative activities 
# of activities adopted to protect 

marine habitat 
Financial and in-kind 

contributions by partners 

Identification of options 
for improved protection 
of fish habitat through 
improved water and 
wastewater treatment 
and strategies for 
community involvement 
to advancing pollution 
prevention objectives 
 

• Continued work with Harbour Authorities and 
commercial fishing groups  

• Jan 5 – CFN discuss coastal fishing issues 
• Jan 12, 23 – Longline meetings 
• Jan 13, 15 – CFRN indicators 
• Feb 2, 20, 27, Mar 2, 16, 30 – MPA and 

Fisheries Science Forum planning meeting 
• Feb 12 – CFRN science committee  
• Feb 18-19 – MEOPAR ocean acidification  
• Mar 4 – Food Secure CDN and fisheries 
• Mar 11 – VIU guest lecture 

Participating in government 
policy dialogues, advisory 
and planning processes 
linked to DFO mandate 
(like PNCIMA) 
 

# of policy and planning meetings 
attended 

# of presentations or submissions 
to inform public policy 

Informed public policy 
with fish habitat 
protection an integral 
component of policy 
planning processes 

• Jan 22 – TC on vessel sewage regulations 
• Jan 28-29, Mar 9-10 – GH NMCA Advisory 

meetings 
• Jan 30, Feb 16, Mar 6 – WCA Board and 

related meetings 
• Feb 7 – Meet CRD LWMP Chair on Victoria 

sewage 
• Feb 23-24 – Scott Island NWA advisory 
• Mar 3-4 – SGaan Kinghlas Bowie MPA 
• Mar 11 – DFO State of the Pacific 

Promote green harbour 
and commercial boating 
initiatives through 
collaborations with Harbour 
Authorities, fish harvester 

# of communities with green 
harbour discussions initiated 

# of meetings to develop green 
harbour initiatives 

# of green infra-structure harbour 

Increased protection for 
ocean ecosystems in 
and around coastal 
harbours and 
commercial boat docks; 

Campbell River Jan. 8    5 people  
Comox Jan.13  7 people 
Tofino/Ucluelet  Feb.3   4 people 
Comox Feb.6   5 people 
Deep Bay Feb.24 10 people 
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Activity Indicators Expected Result Progress to Date 
groups and other local 
organizations 

development plans initiated 
and completed 

 

increased awareness of 
green infrastructure 
opportunities and 
funding options 

Comox Mar.3  12 people 
Nanaimo Mar.10  6 people 
Tofino/Ucluelet  Mar.17   6 people 
Nanaimo Mar. 27  3 people 
 
Total 8 Meetings  53 People  

Building and maintaining 
effective communications 
and collaborations with 
stewards from the 
commercial fishing sector 
in BC on green boating and 
green harbour 
presentations. 

Date, location and number of 
attendees at harbour meetings 
addressed. 

Date, location and # of 
presentations 

# of commercial marine 
organizations contacted  

# of guides distributed 
 

Increased knowledge of 
and support for green 
vessel practices by 
commercial operators 
and harbour authorities 
 

Deep Bay  Jan.20  5 people  10 guides 
Victoria Jan 21, 22, 23   120 people 150 guides 
Nanaimo Jan 29  5 people 
Nanaimo Feb.11  4 people  6 guides 
Port Alberni Feb.17 10 people  15 guides 
Vancouver Mar.12  10 people 
 
 
 
Total 6 Meetings  154 People 181 Guides 
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Head Office 
#100- 326 12th Street 

New Westminster, BC V3M 4H6 
Tel 604-519-3635   Fax 604-524-6944     

 
Victoria Office 

#200 – 4248 Glanford Avenue  
Victoria, BC V8Z 4B8  

Tel 250-360-1398   Fax 250-381-3521  
 

Prince Rupert Office 
869 Fraser Street 

Prince Rupert  BC  V8J 1R1 
Tel 250-624-4147   Fax 250-627-7951 

 
www.bucksuzuki.org 

 

 


