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ugust 30 to Sept. 1,
2013 has been set as
the date for the
founding convention

of the new 300,000-member
strong Canadian union to be cre-
ated by the members of the
Canadian Auto Workers and the
Communications, Energy and
Paperworkers Union.

Plans for the Toronto conven-
tion, timed to coincide with the
annual Labour Day parade in that
city, were set in motion earlier this
years as CAW members voted in
their own convention in August to
endorse the proposal followed by
a similar vote by the CEP con-
vention in October. 

“Launching the new union on
Labour Day weekend is fitting
and symbolic,” said CAW secre-
tary-treasurer and CAW-CEP
Proposal Committee co-chair
Peter Kennedy. “Marching
behind our new banner will be an
electrifying beginning for an
organization that will inject new
energy and hope into the labour
movement.”

CEP co-chair Gaétan Ménard
said the new union would have
“unprecedented scope and power
in every region of Canada and vir-

tually every major industry.”
In approving the merger vote,

the two unions also emphasized
the importance of organizing —
including traditional sectors as
well as the unemployed and other
groups — and will be putting 10
per cent of the new union’s budget
into organizing.

The joint Proposal Committee
has established six working groups
to deal with key areas such as com-
munications, constitution, imple-
mentation, organizing, staff rela-
tions and convention planning. 

The crucial issue of the new
union’s name and logo will be
determined by the communica-
tions group after extensive con-
sultation with the membership as
well as media and design experts. 

The 2013 convention will elect
the union’s first leaders, including
three national officers, three
regional directors and a national
executive board. The first meet-
ing of a new Canadian Council —
which will meet in years when
there is no convention — will be
held in Vancouver in 2014.
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S.M. PRODUCTS (BC)LTD.
PROVEN MARKETERS OF NORTH PACIFIC HALIBUT SINCE 1990

LONG LINE HALIBUT,
ZN GROUNDFISH & FAS BLACK COD

BUYING AND OFFLOADING STATIONS:
10 Stations in British Columbia

7 Stations in Alaska and Washington

TOP PRICES FOR TOP QUALITY
SUPPORTED BY TOP SERVICE

Ice and Bait available upon request
Available 24 hours a day

Office: 604-946-7665 • Toll-free: 1-888-962-5577

Jorn: 604-657-9260
Blake: 604-290-2454
Carl: 604-671-8947
Gord: 604-644-9980
Rob: 604-418-6867

www.halibut.ca

Now buying

FAS Black Cod

A Merry Christmas 

and Happy New Year 

to all our friends and fishermen.

Thanks for your support in 2012.

THE ONE-STOP FISHING STORE

1-800-895-GEAR(4327)

PACIFIC NET & TWINE LTD.
3731 Moncton Street, Steveston, B.C. V7E 3A5
Phone: (604) 274-7238 Fax: (604) 271-2914

Website: pacificnetandtwine.com

Toll Free
U.S. & Canada

BRANCH STORES: PARKSVILLE: 250-248-6953 PRINCE RUPERT: 250-627-1770

THE ONE-STOP FISHING STORE

God grant you the light in Christmas,
which is faith;

the warmth of Christmas, 
which is love;

the radiance of Christmas, 
which is purity;

the righteousness of Christmas, 
which is justice;

the belief in Christmas, 
which is truth;

the all of Christmas, 
which is Christ. 

– Wilda English
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Season’s Greetings
Community Fisheries
Development Centre
PO Box 205, Parksville, B.C. V9P 2H4

• We rebuild and service FORD 
and VOLVO marine diesel engines

• We rebuild WARNER 
transmissions

• We build 
KEEL COOLERS

• Exhaust flex joints

• Our SUPER DRIVE fits
almost all makes of
marine transmissions
and saves downtime
due to worn drive plates
and input shafts

PM Marine Diesel
12211–1st Ave. (Steveston)
Richmond, B.C.  V7E 3M3
Tel: 604-272-2672
Fax: 604-272-0275

All the best in
the New Year.

Thanks for your 
business in 2012.

CAW,CEP set convention
for new combined union

Season’s Greetings 
to all our customers 

and friends

Two complete floors of fishing gear and marine supplies!
In the heart of historic Steveston

Nagaura Gillnets
Trolling and Longline Gear

Marine Supplies

3551 Moncton Street, Richmond, B.C. 

Tel: 604-271-6332 • Fax 604-271-1266

TOLL-FREE 1-800-830-6332
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raser sockeye inquiry
commissioner Justice
Bruce Cohen was as mea-
sured and balanced with

his words as any judge when he
released his 1,200-page report to
a packed news conference in
Vancouver Oct. 31.

But if he couldn’t point to a
“smoking gun” that explained the
decline of Fraser sockeye in 2009,
he was perfectly clear that the
responsibility for ensuring that
run collapses don’t occur again
lies squarely with the federal gov-
ernment — which must take
immediate steps to implement its
wild salmon and habitat protec-
tion policies and act to minimize
the risk posed by salmon farms.

The public release of Cohen’s
final report — entitled The
Uncertain Future of Fraser River
Sockeye — came after three years
of deliberations and $26 million in
expenses for dozens of public and
evidentiary hearings and numer-
ous technical papers produced for
the Commission. Although
numerous inquiries into Fraser
sockeye have been held, this was
only the second to be held with
the full subpoena authority of the
Inquiries Act.

“Many hoped we’d find a
smoking gun but that was improb-
able,” Cohen said. 

Few were surprised that the
inquiry did not identify specific
causes for the 2009 sockeye run
collapse that prompted the
inquiry. Cohen noted that there
was “no consensus among scien-
tists” and that many factors played
a role including habitat destruc-

tion, salmon farm interactions and
increased water temperatures
among others. 

But what the evidence clearly
showed was a failure on the part of

the federal government to enact
key policies aimed at protecting
wild salmon, its failure to carry out
necessary research, and the “con-
flicted loyalty” of DFO in pro-
tecting wild fish while promoting
aquaculture, Cohen emphasized. 

“I was disappointed to discov-
er that the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans has not fully
implemented the Wild Salmon
Policy…” Cohen told the news
conference. “I am also concerned
about the failure to implement the
1986 Habitat Protection Act,
which had the guiding principle
‘no net loss’ of fisheries habitat.

“We don’t need new policy,” he

said, “we need implementation of
the 1986 habitat policy and the
wild salmon policy.”

Cohen also took aim at the
government’s omnibus legislation
Bill C-38,
which includ-
ed changes to
the Fisheries

Act affecting habitat protection.
Those amendments “will take
DFO further away from the poli-
cy protecting fish habitat,” he
warned.

In his report he outlined 75
comprehensive recommenda-
tions, urging the federal govern-
ment to return to its to focus on
its “paramount regulatory objec-
tive to protect wild fish.”  Those
recommendations called on the
government to:

• Eliminate the promotion of
salmon farming from Fisheries
and Oceans’ mandate to resolve
the conflicted loyalties that cur-
rently exists in the department.

• Set out a plan “without fur-
ther delay” for implementation of
the Wild Salmon Policy, support-
ed by the establishment of a spe-
cial fund available only to WSP
and the appointment of a new

position, associate

director
general Pacific region, with
responsibility for implementa-
tion.

• Complete implementation of
the 1986 Habitat Policy, including
setting out a detailed plan on “how
DFO will work towards a net gain
of productive capacity of Fraser
River sockeye habitat, by conserv-
ing existing habitat, restoring
damaged habitat and developing
new habitats.”

• Consider explicitly the prox-
imity to migrating Fraser River
sockeye when siting salmon farms.
In the case of the Discovery
Islands migration route for sock-

eye in northern Johnstone Strait,
Cohen recommended that DFO
impose a moratorium for at least
eight years on any new salmon
farm licences in the area and a cap
on all existing farms at current
production levels.

• Ensure that all Fraser River
sockeye fisheries are moni-
tored at an enhanced level,
supported by sufficient and
stable funding.

• Fund enforcement
activities “to ensure the same
level of enforcement that was
achieved in response to the
Honourable Bryan Williams’
2004 southern Salmon Fishery
Post-Season Review.” 

• Undertake a broad range of
new research on sockeye, includ-
ing freshwater and marine sur-
vival, predators, disease
pathogens, interactions with
salmon farms and the cumulative
effects of various stressors. 

In delivering his report, Cohen
also made it clear he does not want
to see his recommendations end
up where of his predecessors’ have
— on the shelf with little action
and often little follow-up report-
ing.

“A review of those materials
reveals that, when the govern-
ment of Canada or DFO chose
not to implement a recommenda-
tion, there was, in most cases, no
follow-up by the recommending
body and there was no indepen-
dent scrutiny of the merit or ade-
quacy of the government
response….” Cohen wrote in his
report.

“In my view there should be a
degree of accountability when an
independent body, such as a com-
mission of inquiry makes recom-
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Commissioner seeks scrutiny
of gov’t response to report

F

Season's Greetings
Our sincere wish for a Happy Holiday goes out to you and

your family. May the New Year bring us progress towards a

just world and a safe and successful fishing season.

from THE FISHERMAN

Sean Griffin Suzanne Thomson

and the officers and staff of the
UNITED FISHERMEN AND ALLIED WORKERS’ UNION-CAW

UFAWU-CAW offices will be closed from Dec. 21 until Jan. 2

Cohen urges action—and oversight

COHEN.. commissioner’s report
urges independent review in
implementing recommendations.

see GROUPS page 6



Since the Conservative
government called the
Cohen inquiry (under

pressure, admittedly) and then
spent $26 million to cover the
costs of three years of
deliberations, you’d think
they’d be anxious to get some
value out of it and move quickly
on the final report
recommendations.

Apparently not, if you
listened to fisheries
parliamentary secretary Randy
Kamp (see page 6) or Nina
Grewal, the Conservative MP
for Fleetwood-Port Kells.
Grewal provided her response
after getting a letter from
Fraser River fisherman Paul
Kandt.

Grewal pointed that the
Cohen Commission report “has
been three years in the making
and is three volumes and over
1,000 pages in length.”

“We must do our due
diligence and carefully review
Justice’s Cohen’s findings and
recommendations to help us
move forward,” she wrote. “In
the meantime, our Government

will continue to work
with stakeholders and
partners to form a
comprehensive
approach to the
matter.”

So much for the
platitudes and
standard-issue
comments cut and pasted into
virtually every government
MP’s letter to a constituent. But
then comes the main pitch: the
government “recognizes the
cultural and economic
importance of salmon to B.C.”
and has been committed to
protecting and preserving B.C.
salmon,” having provided $16
million investment each year in
salmon research, given $2.6
million to upgrade salmonid
enhancement facilities,
contributed to the purchase of
six new vessels and provided $7
million in funding for fisheries
laboratories.

It’s interesting that she had
to go back to 2006 to come up
with even those relatively small
investments. In fact, the value
has all but been wiped out by a

$56.8 million across the
board funding cut at DFO
that will be fully
implemented in 2013-14.
Then there’s another $79.3
million in cuts coming as
part of a deficit-reduction
drive by the government.

Worse yet, those cuts
will be deepest at the

habitat department — the very
heart of Cohen’s
recommendations, which were
to ensure habitat protection
based on the Habitat Policy
adopted in 1986. Some 32
positions — more than half the
staff — will be lost at DFO
Pacific alone.  Is that the
government’s real but unstated
response to the Cohen report?

Notably, the science journal
Nature pointed out Nov. 2 that
the federal government is
planning to spend $70 million
by 2013 to promote the
competitiveness of Canadian
aquaculture while carrying out
$79 million in cuts to DFO as
part of the latest budget review.

Is that what Grewal meant
in the final paragraph of her
letter to Kandt? It says: “Going
forward, we will continue to
make strategic investments so
that salmon remain a
sustainable and prosperous
resource for years to come.”
You’ll note she didn’t say “wild
salmon.”

Vancouver Island
fisherman Bob
Burkosky has been

on the water as a commercial
fisherman for the past three
decades and continues to gillnet
on the North Coast on his boat
BC Maid II. He’s also blessed
with a gifted artists in the
family, his wife Peggy, whose
work has graced the pages of
The Fisherman in years past.
For a long time, the two have
wanted to do something that
would provide a window on the
culture of the coastal fishing
industry and the seafood that it
provides.

They realized that vision in
their new joint work Cooking
Fish and Brewing Tales, a
book that combines a
cookbook with Bob’s evocative
accounts of fishing and
fishermen’s facts, gathered over
a lifetime of fishing. We didn’t
get a copy in time for a full
review but what we saw was
impressive: numerous recipes
on cooking salmon, shrimp,

halibut, prawns and
groundfish, and
Peggy’s striking black
and white illustrations
that, together with
Bob’s engaging, often
poetic writing, convey
the sense of the rain-
grey north coast and

the fisheries that are its
lifeblood. 

T. Buck Suzuki
Environmental Foundation
vice-president John Stevens
and Dennis Brown both have
added their testimonials on the
book’s cover.

It’s just getting into
bookstores now, but in the
meantime, you can get a copy
from UFAWU-CAW offices in
both Prince Rupert and New
Westminster.  

For many, the nagging
question now that the
Cohen report has been

tabled, is what will happen with
Fraser sockeye returns in 2013
and especially in 2014. That’s
especially true for Carl
Walters, professor emeritus at
the UBC Fisheries Centre, who
warned about the effects of
high escapements on the Fraser
run, and former UFAWU-
CAW vice-president Dennis
Brown who worked closely
with Walters in putting the
respected scientist’s view before
fishermen.

“I really wonder what’s
going to happen in 2014?”
Brown asks. “Is it going to
show that we’re going back to
the historic pattern where we
had one good run on a four-
year cycle and three poor
ones?’

Walters, backed by others,
including former Pacific
Salmon Commission scientist
Jim Woodey, told the Cohen
commission last year that the
high escapement policy — and
reduced fisheries harvest rate
— carried out by DFO for the
past two decades was a bad
idea, with worse results.  “I
think we now have to admit
substantially higher risk of
severe stocks declines and
severe cyclic population
behaviour under reduced
harvest rates,” he testified.

“It’s too bad that Cohen
didn’t pay more attention to
that, “ says Brown, pointing out
that the commissioner referred
only to another scientist’s

review of Walters’ materials
and then put the issue aside
without any conclusion or
recommendation.

And it’s more than just a
question for academics. Walters
points out that the high-
escapement policy probably led
to the stock collapse in Rivers
Inlet, which resulted in the
sockeye fishery closure after
1996, and a similar scenario is

probably
playing out on
the Skeena.

Fishing to
maximum
sustained yield
similar to the
Alaskan

model, would not only put
more fish on the dock and
increase jobs, it would also
provide better stock
management than DFO’s
current model.

Something says there’s going
to be a lot on the table at fish
management meetings over the
next couple of years.

We didn’t break out
any candles or
call the caterers,

but before the year is out, we
did want to note that 2012
marks the 75th anniversary of
publishing for The Fisherman.
The inaugural edition of the
paper — then a mimeograph
sheet — came out on Feb. 25,
1937, launched as a joint
publication of the Salmon
Purse Seiners Union of the
Pacific and the Pacific Coast
Fishermen’s Union.

Whe the IWA-Canada
ceasaed publication of the
Allied Worker — originally the
Lumberworker, first published
in 1935 — we became the
oldest, continuously-published
labour newspaper in B.C.

Looking back over the early
editions, many of the issues are
strikingly similar — especially
the efforts to protect fish
habitat, a campaign that has
taken on new urgency.

But some things have
changed. One of the first
editions carried an
advertisement for T.D. Hogan,
offering herbs for
“constipation, indigestion,
rhuematism and bad blood.” 

Now most of the bad blood
is coming from Ottawa — and
it will take a lot more than
herbs to cure that malady.
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anada’s trade
negotiators used to
complain they were
missing all the fun.

Canada didn’t sign any free-trade
agreements for seven years
(stretching back to a blockbuster
deal with Costa Rica in 2002).
Then, in 2009, a number of little
deals (including Colombia,
where trade unionists are still
being murdered) broke the
drought and gave them
something to do.
But it’s the “big
one” that now
has negotiators
drooling: a
proposed mega-
deal with the
European Union.
The ninth round
of negotiations
has been completed and the
federal government is hoping to
conclude a deal early in the new
year, even though major issues
remain.

The trade mandarins make it
sound like they’ve found the holy
grail: Europe is big. Europeans
are clever. Europe has no free-
trade deal with any other
developed country. We should
snap up this offer before they
change their mind. Reinforcing
the urgency, negotiators are
following a super-ambitious
schedule that could have a deal
signed, sealed and delivered by
next spring.

Europe is important, to be
sure, and diversifying our trade
away from the Americans is a
noble goal. But is a free-trade
agreement the best way to do it?
Canada’s experience with
previous FTAs has been
consistent: FTAs cause our
imports to grow faster than our
exports, and pigeon-hole us even
further as a resource exporter
(energy, minerals and
agriculture).

Canada’s trade deficit with the
EU is huge — we imported $15
billion more in goods from the
EU that we exported to them in
2010 and that imbalance is
getting bigger. The government’s
own simulations indicate that
free trade would make it even
worse. 

Moreover, our biggest exports
to Europe are resource products;
our biggest imports are
sophisticated, high-tech
manufactured products. That
imbalance, too, would be
reinforced by this deal (which,

for example, would prohibit
preferences for domestic transit
equipment).

Then there’s the issue of
timing. In case our negotiators
haven’t noticed, Europe is
sinking under the weight of
recession, debt and profound
institutional failure. Is this really
the best time to jump on board
that particular ship?

The timing is all wrong for
these trade talks. Rushing to
consummate this deal, just
because Europe is “big,” could
leave us with an even bigger
headache the morning after.
Here’s why:

• The sinking euro: Since
negotiations began in 2009, the
euro has decreased 25 per cent
against the loonie — and may
sink even further as the debt
crisis unfolds. That makes
European products 25 per cent
cheaper. Europe’s average tariff
on our exports is only two per
cent. So even eliminating that
tariff altogether would only
offset one-tenth of the damage
that’s already been done.

• The coming deflation:
Europe’s deficit hawks are

dictating enormous reductions in
public spending across the
continent (not just in Greece).
That will cut spending by several
points of GDP, and usher in a
long, painful stagnation. They’re
not going to buy much from
anybody for years to come, least
of all from us.

• Cars: Canada spends 20
times as much on European
automotive products as they
spend on ours, an imbalance
that’s become much worse in
recent years. It’s a $4-billion
annual blow to our most
important manufacturing sector.
Has the government forgotten
that it now partly owns two of
our vehicle producers? Their
fortunes will not be helped by
even more imports from across
the Atlantic.

• Europe’s institutional
failure: It’s now obvious that
Europe’s institutional capacities
have not remotely kept pace with
its integrated marketplace.
Europe’s central bank is the
slowest in the world to respond
to the business cycle. And unlike
other central banks (including
ours), it won’t lend to national

governments in times of financial
crisis. Each EU member still
tries to run beggar-thy-
neighbour trade surpluses with
its European partners, since it’s
one of the only avenues left for
boosting employment. That’s
how Germany got through the
crisis — but with devastating side
effects for its EU neighbours.
Now the whole institutional
structure could start to crumble,
starting with the euro.

A truly mutual economic

partnership with Europe would
be great — one where they buy
as much from us as they sell to
us, and good stuff, too, not just
resources. But a free-trade
agreement won’t do that.
Meantime, we’ll be dragged
down by Europe’s coming funk,
which could easily last a decade.
Better to take a pass on this one,
and negotiate a better deal with
the Europeans somewhere down
the road, once they’re back on
their feet.
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CETA: the latest free trade threat
Although most Canadians are not aware a deal is even in the works, federal
govermment negotiators have been at work since 2009 hammering out a free trade
agreement with the European Union, the Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement, or CETA. But across the country, opponents are warning that the deal
could erode health care and other policies, including local purchasing programs that
communities depend on to provide jobs. Already 40 municipalities have asked to be
exempted from any agreement before it is signed. CAW economist Jim Stanford
looks at why CETA won’t provide benefits to Canadians and why they should
demand that the federal government call a halt to further negotiations.

Think Canadians 
got ripped off by 
free trade...?

nothin’ yet.
You ain’t seen

Mass layoffs in 
manufacturing

Dangerous reliance on 
resource exports

Stagnant productivity

Stagnant income

Millions paid in 
corporate lawsuits

Erosion of local government 
decision-making

No more “buy-local”

Up to 150,000 job losses

Skyrocketing drug costs

Attacks on public ownership

Unprecedented rights for 
private investors

CETA:��������	li	v	�t
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The proposed
Comprehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement could have
sweeping consequences for
provincial and municipal
governments whose contracting
and purchasing policies have
previously been protected under
free trade agreements.

Provisions in CETA could
potentially affect provincial
services such as health care, as
well as municipal and city
drinking water and other public
services, opening them up to
investment from European
corporations and further
privatization.

At issue is the failure of
federal government negotiators
to propose limits on how the
agreement would affect
provincial and municipal
governments, which, under
Canada’s constitution, are
responsible for controlling such
key areas of the economy as
resources or public services.
The EU has demanded those
reservations  to protect its
economy while the Canadian
government has not.

The Canadian Union of
Public Employees first blew the
whistle on the dangerous
implications of the agreement
after getting a legal opinion on
CETA from a leading
constitutional lawyer. Steven
Shrybman, who had to work
from a leaked text because the
negotiations have been cloaked
in secrecy, pointed out: “The
reservations proposed by the
EU are far more robust and
extensive that those put forward
by Canada…the EU has, for
example, put forward broad
reservations for public services,
monopolies and regulations
concerning water, health care,
education, energy and many
other services. For most of
those services and entities,
Canada has proposed no
reservations whatsoever.” 

Without reservations or
exemptions from CETA,
municipalities would be unable
to introduce such requirements
as “buy local” in municipal
contracting or could face
lawsuits from competing EU
companies if they did.

And by failing to exempt
such services as health care from
CETA, Shrybman wrote,
“Canada is playing Russian
roulette with its most important
social program.”

Already 40 municipalities,
including Toronto, Montreal
and Victoria have passed
resolutions demanding that they
be exempted from the
provisions of CETA before any
agreement is signed.

But even in areas that are
exclusively federal — such as
fisheries — the proposed free
trade agreement could also
undermine policies intended to
benefit local communities. The
federal government has claimed
on its website that a deal would
bring down EU tariffs on
Canadian seafood exports. But
exports have already declined
because of the high Canadian
dollar and recent indications are
that the EU is demanding a
seven-year delay before phasing
out their tariffs. In the
meantime, the EU has
reportedly raised its own
demands: elimination of limits

on foreign ownership in the
processing sector, elimination of
export restrictions on
unprocessed fish and new
Canadian port privileges for EU
vessels. 

That’s particularly important
for the east coast industry since
EU countries’ fleets already
impact Atlantic stocks off the
Grand Banks. But CETA could
also have implications for the
federal onshore-offshore
allocation process covering
Pacific hake on the West Coast.
Under the current policy, the
feeral minister gives priority to
onshore domestic processors in
allocating the total allowable
catch (TAC) of hake. A portion
of the TAC is usually allocated
to the offshore fleet, made up of
EU and other foreign
processing vessels, but only if it
is surplus to onshore processors’
capacity.  

Without a reservation for the
hake fishery, CETA could limit
Ottawa’s ability to allocate TAC
to the onshore processors and
even open the door to foreign
fleet access to Canadian waters.

C
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Deal could affect communities, fisheries



mendations to a department of
government...”

Cohen recommended that the
federal office of the Commis-
sioner of the Environment and
Sustainable Development be
given that task, with responsibili-
ty to report to the Standing
Committee on Fisheries and
Oceans on both Wild Salmon
Policy implementation and
implementation of the Commiss-
ion’s recommendations.

That final recommendation
could prove to be the most impor-
tant in the report, as demand
grows for the government to act
quickly on Cohen’s findings.

Environmental groups,
including those in the Canadian
Alliance for Aquaculture Reform,
welcomed Cohen’s recommenda-
tion and called on Ottawa to
implement them fully.

In Ottawa, the federal NDP
also urged full implementation of
the Cohen report recommenda-
tions. “New Democrats under-
stand the importance of wild
salmon to British Columbians,
and we are calling on the federal
government to respect the find-

ings of the report and take imme-
diate action,” said Fin Donnelly,
West Coast fisheries critic.  “The
Conservatives have been disman-
tling environmental protections
and this report is further proof
they are going in the wrong direc-
tion with their short-sighted and
irresponsible cuts.”

The Public Service Alliance of
Canada and the Union of
Environmental Workers, which
represents much of the staff  at
DFO, also called on the federal
government to “follow the road
map” set out by Cohen.

Fisherman Paul Kandt, who
followed the commission’s delib-
erations for the UFAWU-CAW,
said he’s urging fishermen and
industry workers to write their
MPs and press the government to
adopt the report. “They should
remind their MPs about the cod
crisis in 1992 — because that’s the
potential here,” he said.

Kandt, who was among the
those who called for the establish-
ment of the inquiry following the
2009 run collapse, said the report
has already raised the knowledge
level in the public about the Fraser
sockeye fishery. 

In the past, he noted, many
people pointed fingers at the com-
mercial fleet when runs declined.
“But there was nothing in this
report that damned fishermen,”
Kandt said. “Justice Cohen didn’t
mention overfshing in his report.”

He acknowledged some disap-
pointment that Cohen did not
give more weight to the concern
raised by both fishermen and sci-
entists about excessive escape-
ments on the Fraser system fol-
lowing the 1987 rebuilding plan
and the potentially negative
effects on successive cycle years.
Cohen did address the issue in his
report but drew no conclusions
after citing conflicting scientific
reports.

However, the commissioner
did recommend a deadline of
Sept. 30, 2013 for DFO to com-
plete its own promised review of
escapements in Fraser River fish-
eries. Included in that review will
be economic and other consider-
ations in setting total allowable
mortality (TAM) in sockeye fish-
eries, another issued raised by
fishing industry representatives
during Cohen Commission hear-
ings.
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Groups call on gov’t 
to implement report

B.C. MP Kamp
offers little on
gov’t response

Justice Bruce Cohen’s report
has generated widespread sup-
port and calls for immediate
implemention of his recommen-
dations — except in the cabinet
offices in Ottawa, apparently.

Acting Fisheries Minister
Gail Shea — standing in for a
recuperating Keith Ashford —
has deflected questions in the
House of Commons, offering
only praise for the Cohen’s “hard
work” in producing the report.

Pitt Meadows Conservative
MP Randy Kamp, the
Parliamentary secretary to the
fisheries minister who was
tagged to provide the govern-
ment’s official response follow-
ing the report’s release, had little
more to say at his news confer-
ence Oct. 31. He committed
only to “work with stakeholders
to review the report.” 

But asked whether the gov-
ernment would re-consider
recent amendments to the habi-
tat provisions of the Fisheries
Act  in light of the Cohen
report’s findings, Kamp defend-
ed the changes, arguing that
they “allow us to focus on the

protection of fisheries that
Canadians value.”

Reporters pointed to Cohen’s
comments at an earlier news
conference, where he stated that
the changes were “taking DFO
away from a policy of protecting
fish habitat.” Camp countered
that he was “completely confi-
dent that our (the government’s)
approach will work.”

Camp also declined to make
any commitment on the need for
additional funding of DFO, as
outlined in Cohen’s report. “I
will commit to review the rec-
ommendations.” he repeated.

Continued from page 3

KAMP... no commitment
beyond review of report.



he final report from the
Cohen Inquiry into the
collapse of the 2009
Fraser sockeye run

echoes what all of us have been
saying for years: habitat destruc-
tion and impacts from salmon
farms are putting our wild salmon
at risk and government action is
urgently needed.

Of course, the salmon farmers
are trying to spin their version of
the report by saying Justice Bruce
Cohen didn’t flag the salmon
farming industry as the cause of
the sockeye run failure. This mis-
statement throws Cohen’s
thoughtful and thorough report
on its head. In fact, Cohen specif-
ically named salmon farming
along with numerous other prob-
lems as jointly contributing to
wild salmon declines in B.C. over
time. He detailed the evidence of
harm from sea lice and disease
from salmon farms and concluded
“the potential harm posed to
Fraser River sockeye salmon from
salmon farms is serious or irre-
versible.”

Since his mandate was to look
specifically at Fraser River sock-
eye his recommendations focus on
the sockeye migration route at the
north end of Georgia Strait weav-
ing through the gauntlet of
salmon farms dotted through the
Discovery Islands. His recom-
mendations focus on the farms in
that area, but environmental
groups are rightly pointing out
that salmon farming is causing the
same problems everywhere and
the government should be moving
to apply his recommendations to
the whole salmon farming indus-
try in B.C.

Specifically, Cohen calls for a
complete revision of siting criteria
for salmon farms to ensure farms
are not on wild salmon migration
routes. The new siting criteria
should be applied to all existing
farms even if that requires relo-
cating farms. Cohen also called
for an immediate ban on any new
salmon farm licences in the
Discovery Islands for at least the
next eight years and a prohibition
against any increases in produc-

tion from Discovery Islands
salmon farms. 

Very significantly, he called on
the government to focus DFO’s
efforts on its true mandate of wild
salmon protection and to remove
the current role of salmon farm-
ing advocate and promoter. In the
longer term Cohen called on the
Minister of Fisheries and Oceans
to ban all net-pen farms in the
Discovery Islands unless it is very
clear that “farms pose at most a
minimal risk of serious harm to
the health of migrating Fraser
River sockeye salmon.”

Justice Cohen also detailed a
host of negative impacts on wild
salmon habitat from a wide range
of human — mostly industrial —
activities causing a general decline
in Fraser salmon over the last two
decades. Evidence from both pre-
senters and expert witnesses
paints a grim picture.

Urbanization and develop-
ment have led to increased levels
of siltation and sedimentation
throughout the Fraser River
watershed, the disappearance of
riparian ecosystems, and disrup-
tions to flood plains and stream
channels. There is a clear lack of
legal protection for small streams
and groundwater. 

Metal mining introduces toxic
chemicals into salmon habitat and
increases water temperatures.
The Kemano hydroelectric pro-
ject’s diversion of the Nechako
River and groundwater with-
drawals are exacerbating the
effects of below-average flows and

higher-than-average water tem-
peratures during the Fraser River
sockeye migration period. Some
run-of-the-river hydro projects
have seriously impacted salmon
habitat. 

Logging practices, such as
clear-cutting and high-elevation
logging, have made streams more
vulnerable to increases in water
temperature, surface runoff,
debris accumulation, landslides,
and channel disturbances. Logs
left to drift and sink in the Lower
Fraser River crush wetland plants
and deplete oxygen from the sur-
rounding water, harming migrat-
ing juvenile salmon.

Municipal sewage from
Annacis Island and Iona Island
wastewater treatment plants may
be responsible for post-1995
changed migration timing of
Late-run Fraser River sockeye.
Contaminants from agriculture,
cars and trucks and various indus-
tries along the Fraser system have
made the river a toxic soup of
harmful chemicals. Effluent from
pulp and paper mills is also adding
harmful chemicals into the mix.

If these direct habitat impacts
weren’t bad enough climate
change is causing significant neg-
ative effects that could be harming
salmon in a variety of ways:
changed distribution and interac-
tions of predator and prey species,
increased water temperature,
increased water acidity, increased
carbon dioxide levels, higher rates
of reduced oxygen, erratic winds,
and reduced food availability.

Cohen called on the govern-
ment to bring in a plan to revital-
ize the no-net-loss habitat policy
and work toward a net gain in pro-
ductive capacity of habitat by con-
serving existing habitat, restoring
damaged habitat, and developing
new habitat. He said DFO should
re-engage in managing the impact
of forestry activities as it did in the
past. And DFO should strengthen
their habitat monitoring and
enforcement of the Fisheries Act
habitat provisions. Implicit in this
would be an adequate budget for
the staff and infrastructure to
make all this possible. 

Cohen called on DFO and
Environment Canada to co-oper-

ate in regularly testing and moni-
toring fresh and marine water for
contaminants of emerging con-
cern and for endocrine-disrupting
chemicals affecting Fraser River
sockeye salmon. Both depart-
ments should also ensure that
environmental quality monitor-
ing and environmental effects
monitoring related to pulp and
paper, metal mining, and munici-
pal sewage discharges include
consideration of Fraser River
sockeye salmon. 

Prime Minister Steven Harper
initiated this $26 million compre-
hensive review of the problems
facing Fraser River salmon and
Justice Cohen has produced one
of the best and most comprehen-
sive action plans for dealing with
both salmon farm impacts and
habitat destruction. Harper
should immediately adopt the
measures Cohen has outlined
while restoring the funding
required for DFO and
Environment Canada to allow
them to fully implement their
mandates to protect salmon and
salmon habitat throughout B.C.

C O H E N  R E P O R T
THE FISHERMAN, DECEMBER 2012

7

Report clear that netpen sites
pose serious risk to wild stocks

T

No pass for salmon farms from Cohen

Environment
David Lane

Season’s Greetings  
and best wishes 

for the New Year 

to all workers and retirees

in the fishing industry

326–12th Street
New Westminster, BC  
V3M 4H6
Tel: 604-519-3636
Fax: 604-524-6988
Sandra Gertsch, Administrator

SHOREWORKERS’

PENSION
PLAN

Working on behalf of shoreworkers 
and tendermen since 1991

Season’s Greetings 
Steveston 
Harbour
Authority

Serving all the fleet in Steveston
Tel: 604-272-5539 • Fax: 604-271-6142

from the
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Working with the
UFAWU-CAW
to protect fish 
and fish habitat 

visit us at www.bucksuzuki.org

Season’s Greetings
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Mits Fishing Supply Ltd.
Tel: 604-291-9699 Fax: 604-291-6002
mits@telus.net
1-888-491-9699

Season’s Greetings

Salmon and Herring Gillnets 
direct from Nagaura Net Co.
Trolling gear, Longline gear

Crowd echoes ‘no pipelines’ message

‘I’ve just come back from
fishing in Johnstone
Strait and I have a
boatload of fish to unload
in Cowichan Bay — now
that’s a sustainable
industry. It’s the future
we want to see on this
coast. It’s why we are
opposed to the Northern
Gateway pipeline. We
don’t want to see what
happened to our brothers
and sisters in Alaska who
are still suffering the
effects of the Exxon
Valdez spill.’

— Guy Johnston, exec.
board UFAWU-CAW

‘Our union represents
workers at the Chevron
refinery in Burnaby.
Our union represents
refinery workers across
this country. Our union
represents workers in the
tar sands — and our
union is diametrically
opposed to building this
pipeline...these pipelines
are job killers. They are
bad for the environment,
they don’t respect First
Nations rights and thy
are destroying the
economy of Canada.’

— Dave Coles, 
national president CEP
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CAW and CEP members were among the more than 3,500 people who filled the lawns of
the B.C. Legislature in the Defend our Coast rally against the Northern Gateway and
Kinder Morgan pipelines Oct. 22 in Victoria.



he campaign against
Enbridge’s Northern
Gateway pipeline will
shift to the threat

posed to fisheries and the marine
environment as the National
Energy Board’s Joint Review
Panel moves hearings to Prince
Rupert and environmentalists and
First Nations step up the cam-
paign against the pipeline. .

The Joint Review Panel will
open hearings on the marine
impact of the Enbridge pipeline at
the Chances casino in Prince
Rupert Dec. 10, with hearings
expected to continue until the
middle of May, 2013. They will be
the last of what the JRP calls
“questioning hearings” and will
run concurrently with communi-
ty hearings in various centres
around the province. The panel
has until Dec. 31, 2013 to make
recommendations to the cabinet.

Jennifer Rice, North Coast
energy campaigner for the T.Buck
Suzuki Foundation, said groups
will be staging a rally on the open-
ing day of hearings, with a delega-
tion representing the Heiltsuk
First Nation travelling from Bella
Bella to take part. The Prince
Rupert phase of hearing will be
focusing on the effects on First
Nations as well as the impact on
fisheries and the marine environ-
ment of tanker traffic.

Rice noted that they’ll also be
presenting a 45,000-name peti-
tion, gathered online by the web-
site group SumOfUs.org, calling
on Enbridge to remove from its
website a misleading animated
video that shows Douglas
Channel as a clear body of water,
rather than a navigationally diffi-
cult channel containing more
than a dozen islands. Lori Waters,

a scientific illustrator, first noticed
the misrepresentation, pointing
out that Enbridge deliberately left
out 16 islands, covering 1,000
square kilometres of land, to make
it appear as if the route provided
clear passage for tanker traffic.

“When we present the peti-
tion, the mes-
sage is going to
be: you can
make the
islands disap-
pear but we are
not going to
d i s a p p e a r , ”
Rice said.

Significantly, the video has
highlighted Enbridge’s strategy
throughout the hearing process as
the pipeline company has repeat-
edly downplayed the risks to the
environment and the fishing
industry, whether from the
pipeline or the supertankers pro-
posed to transport diluted bitu-
men, or dilbit, to Asian markets.

During recently-concluded
hearings in Prince George,
Enbridge repeatedly minimized
any pipeline risks to salmon runs
despite crossing hundreds of
salmon streams, said UFAWU-
CAW northern representative Joy
Thorkelson.

Thorkelson, who has standing
in the JRP review and has been
questioning presenters at the
hearings, said Enbridge has not
provided any studies on the socio-
economic effects on the commer-
cial fishery of a pipeline spill.

“I told them: you have not con-
sidered the fisheries impact of a
pipeline spill on spawning salmon
streams,” Thorkelson told The
Fisherman. “They just claim that
there would no impact on the
commercial fishing industry from

routine pipeline operation.”
That flies in the face of

Enbridge’s record of oil spills,
including a pipeline leak of
190,000 litres of crude in
Wisconsin last July and a major
pipeline rupture in Michigan that
dumped three million litres of dil-
bit into the Kalamazoo River and
prompted scathing criticism of
Enbridge from the U.S. National
Transportation Safety Board. 

Thorkelson introduced a
motion Nov. 21 calling on the JRP
to carry out a socio-economic
study on the impact of the pipeline
on the fishing industry but the
Panel refused to consider it.

The proposed pipeline would
cross numerous Fraser River
spawning streams including the
Stuart River as well as tributary
streams to the Babine Lake
spawning channels, the key source
for the Skeena sockeye run.

Making it worse is that that
DFO has largely abdicated any
role as protector of fisheries in the
pipeline debate, Thorkelson
noted. Incredibly the department
filed only a 33-page document,
which concluded that the project
could proceed, based on  the
undersatanding with Enbridge
that there will be no net loss of
habitat.

“Representatives from DFO
acknowledged that they wouldn’t
consider the effect of a spill
because they would authorize it,”
she said. “It’s unbelievable.”

Thorkelson said Enbridge is
also minimizing the risk to the
commercial fishery from tanker
traffic, focussing only on Douglas
Channel and the local chum
salmon run. 

“But the area of impact is a lot
wider,” Thorkelson said. “It

includes Area 6 where we had the
biggest pink fishery on the coast in
2009. Dive fisheries, for geoduck
and urchin, could also be devas-
tated by an spill, especially if the
dilbit sank to the bottom.

More important, juvenile
salmon stocks from the Fraser
River as well as the Pacific
Northwest states migrate up the
Inside Passage and would be crit-
ically vulnerable to an oil, she said. 

“That juvenile issue is huge,”
she said. “A spill could affect
stocks from the Fraser River as
well as Washington and Oregon.”

Enbridge has tried to make the
case that the risks are low,” she
added. “But that evidence looks
pretty shoddy under questioning.
Whether you look at the pipeline
or the marine tankers, the risks to
the commercial fishing industry
are really high.”
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Enbridge faces challenge on fisheries

Merry
Christmas

and a 
Happy

New Year
Fish, Food and 
Allied Workers/CAW

PO Box 10, Stn C
2nd Floor, 368 Hamilton
Ave.
St. John’s Newfoundland 
A1C 5H5
Tel: 709-576-7276
Fax: 709-576-1962

www.ffaw.nf.ca

Heads-Up Navigation
Providing Classroom Courses on Vancouver Island

We’ll travel to your location to train
MED A3, SVOP, PCOC, ROC-M

1-877-655-4656 • 1-250-704-0325
captain@headsupnav.co
www.headsupnav.com

Season’s Greetings

Pipeline company seeks to minimize risks as hearings move to Prince Rupert

Activist holds Defend Our Coast cupcake at rally outside
NDP leader Adrian Dix’s office in Vancouver-Kingsway, one
of numerous rallies held at MLA’s offices in B.C. Oct. 24.
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Canadian Auto
Workers delegation
representing 350
Marine Commun-

ications and Traffics Services
(MCTS) officers from across the
country took the protest against
Coast Guard closures to the fall
meeting of the Canadian Marine
Advisory Council Ottawa Nov. 6
as the campaign against the cuts
continued.

“Prime Minister Stephen
Harper’s cost-cutting agenda rep-
resents a total disregard for
marine safety,” Chad Stroud,
president of CAW Local 3182,
which represents MCTS commu-
nications officers.

The CAW delegation took the
issue to the 550 delegates at the
CMAC meeting because even
though it is the federal body that
has legislative responsibility in

matters of maritime safety,
CMAC was not consulted before
the closures were announced by
the Conservative government.

The delegation, and a petition
to the House of Commons that
followed, were the latest actions in
the mounting campaign against
the Coast Guard cuts which have
already resulted reductions to res-
cue coordination in St. John’s NL
and are slated to affect nine more
centres across the country, includ-
ing Vancouver, Tofino and
Comox, beginning next year.

Much of that campaign has
focused on the Kitsilano base,
slated for closure in the spring of
2013, despite being a crucial hub
for marine safety in the busiest
port in the country.

Earlier this fall, 13 mariners
and union leaders occupied the
base for 24 hours to highlight the
urgency of keeping the base open.
Led by B.C. Federation of Labour
officers Jim Sinclair and Irene

Lanzinger, the group included
fishermen and UFAWU-CAW
members Russell Cameron, Mike
Emes and Don Sananin.

They sailed to the base’s dock
by boat at 5 p.m. Friday, Sept. 14
and stayed until the following day.  

“We need this base so that we
know when we hit the call button,
when we’re in trouble, there’s
someone there to answer the call,”
Cameron told reporters. The
group left the base after 24 hours
asw supporters held a rally outside
the base gates.

Underlining Cameron’s com-
ments was a confidential report
prepared by the Joint Recue
Coordination Centre in Victoria
— and leaked to the media Sept. 8
— which warned that lives would
inevitably be lost if the closure
went ahead. The Sea Island hov-
ercraft is 35 minutes away and an
inshore replacement boat would
not be able to pick the slack, the
report said. “... the additional time

to respond may lead to increased
casualties since the numbers of
incidents is great in this area,” it
added.

According to research, death
from hypothermia can result in
just 15 minutes in harbour waters,
especially in the winter.

The report prompted the
board of Metro Vancouver, repre-
senting municipalities fro West
Vancouver out to Maple Ridge to
pass a resolution calling on the
federal government to keep the
base open. 

It’s vital that the government
recognize that it made a mistake in
cutting Coast Guard services and
should reverse course, said Bob
Jackson, B.C. executive vice-pres-
ident for the Public Service
Alliance.

“The government was elected
to govern but it wasn’t elected to
dismantle government services
and put Canadians’ lives at risk,”
he said.
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C S I N S U L AT I O N S

#107 – 42 Fawcett Rd.
Coquitlam, BC V3K 6X9

Tel: (604) 540-2099
Fax: (604) 540-2098

Email: clarkservices@direct.ca

www.HEAT-SHIELD.com

107–42 Fawcett Rd.
Coquitlam, B.C. V3K 6X9

Tel :  604- 540- 2099
Fax: 604-540-2498

E-mail: clarkservices@telus.net

Happy holidays to all our customers and friends

Fishermen Don Sananin (l), Mike Emes (r) and Russell Cameron (2nd from r), along with B.C. Federation of Labour president Jim Sinclair were among
those who occupied the Kitsilano Coast Guard base in Vancouver Sept. 14-15 to demand that the federal govermment keep the facility open. They
talked to reporters through the base fence just before leaving after the 24-hour action.

Campaign against CCG cuts mounts
Fishermen join Kitsilano base
occupation to highlight issue
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re we done with the
stability stuff yet?”
That question from
an industry repre-

sentative at recent advisory meet-
ing made us think about where we
have been and where we need to
go when it comes to fishing vessel
stability. We know that as a result
of the Fish Safe Stability
Education Program we’ve come a
long way in making fishermen
aware of the threat to stability.
The question is: is this enough?
How are we doing when it comes
to reducing capsizing incidents?
What else needs to be done?
What new tools and information
are available?  

The Fish SAFE Stability
Education course was developed
by fishermen for fishermen to
address the identified gaps in the
understanding of stability on fish-
ing vessels.  Since we introduced
the program in 2006,  we have
delivered 107 courses in 24 coastal
communities, reaching over 915
fishermen. What is in fact perhaps
more impressive than these num-
bers is the conclusion of an evalu-

ation of the course completed in
2009. Over 60 per cent of the fish-
ermen who have taken the course
said they have made some changes
to improve vessel stability and 94
per cent of the fishermen said they
would recommend it to others.

Does that mean “we’re done
with the stability stuff?”

The answer is no. While we
have started to make inroads in
some fisheries with regards to sta-
bility there is still a long way to go,
particularly with the smaller boat
fleet, where we saw some scary

incidents this year.  Now is not the
time to get complacent.

We had three capsizings in
2012 and 11 of our fishermen
ended up in the frigid B.C. water,
where they were forced to use
their survival skills to stay alive.
The first vessel was a prawn boat
that capsized off Cape Beale and
the six fishermen on board were
rescued. The second boat, also a
prawn vessel, capsized off Terror
Point and the crew had to survive
for 10 days on Banks Island before
they were fortunately spotted by a
passing vessel. In the third inci-
dent, a crab vessel capsized in the
Gulf of Georgia area, which for-
tunately also had a positive end-
ing. But all incidents were indeed
life changing for those fishermen.

In fact, they re-kindled fisher-
men’s interest in stability educa-
tion so that they can loudly report:
“No!—we’re not done with that
stability stuff yet.”

At the prawn sectoral meetings
this fall, advisors decided to create
a subcommittee to look at a “best
practices” guide for their fishery.
At the top of the list was the strong
recommendation that all prawn
fishermen should take the Fish
Safe Stability Education Program
prior to entering the fishery. 

They also put their money
where their mouth was by orga-
nizing the largest group every to
participate in a Fish Safe Stability
Course.  This was organized by a
group of prawn and crab fisher-
men in the Comox area. These
fishermen saw the value in taking
four days out of their busy lives to
participate in the course that their
peers say “saves lives” and is
designed by and delivered by their
fellow fishermen facilitators. 

While the coordination of such
a large group had its challenges,
the interaction between the fish-
ermen who were in the room
proved to be at times electric as
they exchanged thoughts ideas
and concepts between themselves
until they were satisfied that they
had the knowledge they needed to
control the threats to their vessels’
stability.

The Fish Safe Stability Course
is designed to help fishermen

identify threats to stability on
their own vessel and to minimize
or remove these threats.  The
course can be customized for your
fishery and is continually updated
and enhanced to include all the
latest information and tools.  A
new tool recently launched by the
Canadian Council of Professional
Fish Harvesters  to create an
understanding of stability is the
Fishing Vessel Stability Simulator.
You can download this tool on

your own computer or stop by the
office and give it a try. 

If you would like to sign up for
this fishermen recommended and
subsidized course or would like to
find out about a one-day stability
refresher, give us call at 604-261-
9700, e-mail us at Fishsafe@fish-
safebc.com or drop by the office.
And if you hear someone ask, “Are
we done with the stability stuff
yet?” you’ll know where to send
them!
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Are with done with stability stuff?
2012 capsizings show that more
training needed on critical issue

■ Ship repairs

■ Steel, aluminum welding

■ Power washing

■ Painting, sandblasting

■ Mechanical, electrical

■ Marine repairs

■ CWB Certified Welders

FRASER SHIPYARD
and INDUSTRIAL CENTRE LTD.

165–6831 GRAYBAR ROAD Tel: 604-244-0990
RICHMOND, B.C. V6W 1H3 Fax: 604-244-0998

WE WISH TO THANK ALL FISHERMEN

FOR THEIR SUPPORT THIS PAST YEAR.

ALL THE BEST TO YOU AND YOURS

IN THE NEW YEAR.

❆ ❆ ❆ ❆ ❆ ❆ ❆ ❆ ❆ ❆ 

www.frasershipyard.com

A

Frosti skipper Capt. John Roach calculates the moment of
statical stability during vessel stability course in Comox.

Introducing the
award-winning
NavNet 3D 

navigation 
system

STRYKER Electronics Ltd. 

6710 Hardy Bay Road

Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0

Tel: 250-949-8022

Fax: 250-949-8077

Toll-free: 1-888-839-8022
E-mail: stryker@cablerocket.com

Sales and Service of Marine Electronics

Have a safe and wonderful Christmas with your families
from the staff at Stryker Electronics

A COMPLETE MARINE
SERVICE
FACILITY

B.C.’S BEST

TOM-MAC 
SMALL SHIPYARD

SHIPYARD

17011 RIVER ROAD
RICHMOND

604-278-1516
Fax: 604-278-1402

CALL US FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

AND SUGGESTIONS

Season’s
Greetings

to our many
customers and friends!

Merry 
Christmas

and a 
Happy New Year

Native Brotherhood of British Columbia

110–100 Park Royal South
West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1A2
Tel: 604-913-2997
Fax: 604-913-2995
E-mail: nbbc@ nativevoice.bc.ca

www.nativevoice.bc.ca

FI
SH

SA
FE

 P
H

O
TOSafety

John Krgovich



he shrimp by trawl
meeting held on Nov.
21 this year was defi-
nitely one to challenge

your ability to keep a cool head.
The morning session involved

the Shrimp by Trawl caucus and
DF0 while the afternoon session
was the regular Shrimp by Trawl
Sectoral Committee. Both were
duplicates of one another. In other
words, there were lots of repeated
comments and materials.

The longest event of the day
was the morning presentation on
SARA (Species at Risk Act), which
was basically repeated in the after-
noon because some new people
were in attendance. 

The presentation included
COSEWIC’s (Committee on the

Status for Endangered Wildlife in
Canada) assessment on eulachon
populations in three coastal areas.
The Nass and Skeena rivers have
been tagged for re-assessment
because run sizes are less than 10
per cent of what they were in the
1800s and the populations are still
thought to be declining. Fraser
River populations are still listed as
endangered.

One thing that touched off a
lot of controversy was the pro-
posed “total year-round commer-
cial shrimp-by-trawl closures for
the Central Coast areas. Closed in
QCSND, 5IN, 5OFF, 6IN,
6OFF, 7IN, 8IN, 9IN, 10IN and
11 IN.” There are also to be sea-
sonal closures around spawning
rivers.

Questions were raised as to
why the Fraser River was exclud-
ed. The answer to that is pretty
straightforward. The shrimp sea-
son nominally runs from April 1 to
March 31 but the Fraser areas 28
and 29 have two separate catch

ceilings as part of an overall TAC
(total allowable catch). Fishing
towards the first catch ceiling
starts on June 1 and goes until that
ceiling is reached. Then fishing is
closed until a new fall catch ceil-
ing is set and fishing begins —
usually on Nov. 15 — for the
Christmas and New Year season
sales at the Steveston sales dock.
The fall catch is usually taken
quickly. For example, by Nov. 28
this year, shrimp trawl landing
quota status showed that 12 boats
have been fishing and only 12.4
per cent of all species (except side-
stripes), or 24,452 lb. remain to be
caught. That will almost certainly
be caught before the end of the
year and the Fraser River area  will
then close. 

The eulachon don’t show up in
the Fraser River areas 28 and 29
until mid-March and then start to
enter the river in April. Since the

Fraser River area has usually
closed by the end of the previous
year and doesn’t re-open until
April 1, it’s effectively closed to
shrimping during the eulachon
spawning migration. So there’s no
conflict with the shrimp harvest.

On a brighter note, the analy-
sis of the shrimp by trawl surveys
presented by Ken Fong from
DFO Science showed overall that
the pink shrimp biomass is still in
the Healthy zone coastwide, with
only a few exceptions. Area 14 is
in the Cautious zone, while 18 and
19 area in the Critical zone and
23IN did  not open. For side-
stripes, only 9IN stocks are in the
Cautious zone, with all others in
the Healthy zone.

In elections this year, a vote
was taken among licensed vessel
owners was held to elect commit-
tee members for the new three-
year term from 2013-2016.
Although there were six positions,
only three were elected: myself,
along with Don Thompson for
the beam trawlers and Phil
Burgess for the otter trawls. That
left the Shrimp by Trawl Sectoral
Committee three members short.

A decision was made to appoint
the other three required. My
alternate, Ray Silvey, was chosen
to represent First Nations S-
licensed vessels, which means I’ll
probably have to find a new alter-
nate, which won’t be easy. Ray has
to wait until the FN group holds
its own meeting next year before
he knows whether he’ll be accept-
ed as the FN representative.
(There are currently seven shrimp
licences allocated to FN, with
another 16 held in inventory.)
Clearly Ray Silvey would be a
great asset because of his life-long
shrimping experience.

The other two appointees were
Bill Gilker from the North Coast
and Deb Phalen from the
Sunshine Coast.

Wishing you a health and pros-
perous holiday and New Year.
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Shrimp
Joe Bauer

Surveys show strong shrimp biomass
But declines in eulachon stocks
prompting some area closures

Fishermen working with fishermen 
to improve safety

Safest Catch Program – FREE on board workshop for emergency drills, safety
equipment orientation and safety procedures  

MED A3 Certification included.

Call or e-mail Fish Safe to book a time that works for you and your crew.
Phone:  604-261-9700  Email: fishsafe@fishsafebc.com

www.fishsafebc.com

National Seafood 
Sector Council

Season’s 
Greetings

National Seafood 
Sector Council
38B John Street 
Yarmouth, NS  

B5A 3H2
Tel: 902-742-6167

www.nssc.ca



By Earle MCurdy

It might not be immediately
obvious, but there is a connection
between a fishing trip settlement
sheet in Port Edward, B.C., a
public inquiry into a slavery scan-
dal in the New Zealand fishery,
and a so-called “modernization”
agenda for the Canadian fishery.

I call the settlement sheet for
a 10-day longline trip on the
Pacific coast “Exhibit A” in the
argument in favour of retaining
and strengthening the
owner/operator and fleet separa-
tion policies.

The crew in question landed
$112,936.95 worth of fish, main-
ly halibut. The breakdown of that
money is hard to believe. So-
called “quota fees” to lease hal-
ibut and cod quota ate up more
than $82,000 of the value of the
catch, and there was an addition-
al $3,100 halibut licence renewal
fee. Nearly $16,000 went toward
actual operational expenses of the
trip — grub, fuel, bait, and so on.

The “boat share”— which had
to cover fixed costs of the vessel,
including depreciation, mainte-
nance, insurance, etc. — was a
mere $4,263, which is unsustain-
able in the long haul. And the six
crew members had a measly
$7,736.25 to divide up among

them. A full share (gross) was
$1,289.38. For 10 days at sea, and
a $112,000 gross stock, there was:

• $83,000 for the paper-push-
ers;

• $4,200 toward the fixed costs
of keeping the boat afloat; and

• $7,700 for crew wages.
That’s the kind of fishery the

processing sector in this country
is advocating.

The B.C. fishery has no
owner-operator or fleet separa-
tion policies. Anyone can buy and
sell licences and quotas and lease
them at exorbitant rates to the
people who actually own and
operate fishing boats and catch
the fish. The inevitable result of
this kind of system is that the peo-
ple who actually catch the fish get
the short end of the stick. Every
time.

New Zealand radically dereg-
ulated their fishery 25 years ago.
Before that, their fishery was not
unlike ours in that fishing rights
were granted to people who lived
in coastal communities adjacent
to the fish. They had an inshore
fishery and an offshore fishery.

Under deregulation, fishing
licenses and quotas became trad-
able commodities. Over time,
fish quota became consolidated
in few and fewer hands. The peo-
ple with the deepest pockets bid
the highest for the quotas. The
connection between the fishery
resources and the adjacent coastal
communities was severed.

Every time quotas changed
hands, the price went up. The
cost of servicing the debt
incurred to buy quota came out of
the hides of the people on deck.
Eventually it became difficult to
find New Zealanders to fish at the
low wages being offered, so they
moved to foreign chartered ves-
sels (FCVs).

Today, FCVs account for
more than 60 per cent of New
Zealand’s offshore catch. You

have Chinese or Korean vessels
with Indonesian or other third
world crews catching fish in New
Zealand waters for processing in
China and export to North
America or Europe. Where is the
benefit to the people of New
Zealand in that arrangement?

The situation exploded into a
full-fledged scandal that led to a
government-appointed inquiry
looking into charges of slavery on
these foreign vessels— a major
embarrassment to the country.

In Canada, the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans is pushing a
so-called  modernization” agen-
da. They had an internal docu-
ment published by one current
DFO official and one retired
DFO official, both from Scotia
Fundy Region, and both known
for their pro-privatization, anti-
fleet separation views. One of the
authors actually worked with fed-
eral fisheries department in New
Zealand for several years. They
knew what they would be getting

when they gave these people the
job of preparing a report.

There is nothing modern
about slavery.

There is nothing modern
about the situation in the quota
fisheries in B.C., where such a
small percentage of the value of
the fish ends up in the pockets of
the people who actually catch the
fish and operate the fishing boats.

The agenda of the DFO
Ottawa bureaucracy would be the
beginning of the end of the link
between the fishery resources
and the coastal communities. At
least the old resettlement pro-
gram made its objectives clear.

Look at what has happened
with the allocations of offshore
fish to Ocean Choice
International. Less and less of
that is being processed in the
province and more and more is
being shipped to China. That is
the inevitable outcome when fish
quotas can be peddled around
without any strings attached.

Fish harvesters, plant workers
and coastal communities are in
real danger if the deregulation
agenda is implemented. After
that, it will be too late.

The backlash is well underway
throughout Atlantic Canada,
including Quebec. We have been
working closely with other fish
harvester organizations in the
Maritimes and Quebec to present
a co-ordinated defence of these
crucial policies.

DFO’s so-called “moderniza-
tion” agenda looks more like the
19th Century than the 21st. We
have to make it absolutely clear
— we are not prepared to go back
there.

Earle McCurdy is president of the
Food Fish and Allied Workers-
CAW  in Newfoundland and presi-
dent of the Canadian Council of
Professional of Fish Harvesters. This
article originally appeared in Union
Forum, the journal of the FFAW-
CAW.
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Nothing ‘modern’ in DFO plan

FFAW-CAW president Earle McCurdy talks to UFAWU-CAW steward Conrad Lewis
during a tour of the Canadian Fish plant in Prince Rupert in 2004.

New Zealand
provides a
glimpse of

where
uncontrolled

quota leasing
can lead

Season’s Greetings
to all B.C. fish harvesters

Best wishes for a happy and safe holiday
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� Season’s Greetings �

FALSE CREEK HARBOUR AUTHORITY
1505 West 1st Ave., Vancouver, B.C.  V6J 1E8
Tel: 604-733-3625 Fax: 604-733-3628
www.falsecreek.com

Season’s Greetings

REDDEN

Redden Net Custom Nets Ltd.

5620–198th Street, Langley  V3A 7C7  
604-530-2213 • Fax: 604-530-2218

Toll-free 1-800-667-9455
greg@redden-net.com • george@redden-net.com



or more than six decades
Norman Safarik ran
Vancouver Shellfish and
Fish Company as a fron-

tier businessman, often writing
bargaining proposals on the back
of an envelope, and occasionally
signing agreements over a bottle
of whisky. 

It was certainly that kind of
industry when Norman went to
work in 1936 in the business his
father originally founded.  The
Campbell Avenue dock in
Vancouver (formally known as the
Vancouver Harbour Commission
Wharf) was the centre of that
industry on the Vancouver water-
front and teemed with its life —
dozens of small fish buyers,
processors and landing stations, a
halibut auction and a multi-ethnic
procession of fishermen deliver-
ing salmon, halibut, groundfish,
shrimp and crabs.

Norman himself was a colour-
ful player in the dock’s history,

well-known for his storytelling,
his knack at making deals in buy-
ing and selling fish and his con-
nections with fishermen up and
down the coast. When he finally
did retire, in his eighties, he began
to set down his memories in long-
hand and sent them in boxloads to
his son Allan, a Saskatchewan-
based writer, to whip them into
shape for publication.

The result is Bluebacks and
Silverbrights: A Lifetime in the
B.C. fisheries from Bounty to
Plunder. If the recollections from
the fishing industry have become
a familiar theme, Safarik’s memoir
has something more to add. Sure,
there are lots of stories but he also
gives us a vivid picture of industry
life in its formative years — this
was at a time, after all, when the
groundfish fleet still fished off
Vancouver’s English Bay — and
underneath it all beats the heart of
a fishing community. 

The stories themselves make a
great read: one chapter tells of a
clandestine arrangement to
process Vancouver Shellfish
shrimp in a B.C. Packers-owned
plant despite BCP’s refusal to do
business together. Even as they
watch the plant through binocu-
lars. BCP managers can’t figure
how Safarik is getting his product
out. Then there’s Safarik’s friend-
ship with union fishermen Angus
and Scotty Neish that gets tested
when the Neish brothers decide to
take their catch to Seattle to get a
higher price — with humourous
consequences.

Over the 375 pages he brings
to life dozens of people who pop-
ulated the industry on the
Campbell Ave. waterfront —
including a Cuban fish broker
doing business across the U.S.
embargo and a dealer for the for-

mer Shah of Iran trying to by a lot
of fish on the eve of his country’s
revolution. Then there are the
many personalities among the fish
buyers and processors who passed
through the industry over the
years, including some who were
definitely not on Safarik’s
Christmas card list. 

The only annoying part is the
occasional lapse in the editing,
where, somehow, a crab’s carapace
becomes “caprice, ” a fish pugh is
spelled “pew” and salmonid
becomes salmonoid. There’s
something to be said for overrid-
ing the word-processing
spellchecker and using an old-
fashioned dictionary instead. 

Like many others who have
written on their years in the indus-
try, Safarik looks with dismay at
recent developments in the
salmon industry where streams
have been lost and protection for
the resource eroded by govern-
ment policy. He concludes with a
letter he write to DFO in 1981,
which includes a line that might
have come from the Cohen report
had it not been written 40 years
earlier. “We must see to it,” he
writes,  “that not even one stream,
no matter how small, is ever taken
out of salmonid production
again.”

Illustrator Kim La Fave and
fisherman-author Gary Kent won
praise and a wide audience for
their first in the children’s series
about Gubby the fisherman and
their latest work is every bit as
engaging.

Kent’s story takes readers —
adults and kids alike — into the
wooden boatbuilder’s craft when
Gubby decides to build a new
wooden gillnetter under the
supervision of skilled Fraser River
boat builder Minoru Sumimoto.

La Fave’s cartoon illustrations
will pull you into an earlier time
in the Steveston fishing commu-
nity as Gubby and his nephew
Cam, his deckhand, work with
Sumimoto to put a new boat on
the water.

—Sean Griffin 

B O O K S
THE FISHERMAN,  DECEMBER 2012

14

Commissions, trailing commissions, management fees and expenses all
may be associated with investment fund purchases. Please read the
prospectus before investing. Investment funds are not guaranteed, their
values change frequently and past performance may not be repeated.
Investments in the Fund have some restrictions on resale and redemption.
Tax credits are subject to certain conditions.

The Working Opportunity Fund offers investors:
• Up to $1,500 in tax credits
• An investment for your RRSP
• The satisfaction of helping to create well-paying jobs in BC

Create wealth for your retirement.
Create jobs for BC.

Call your Investment Advisor or visit www.growthworks.ca/wof

Season’s Greetings
to the men and women 
in the fishing industry.

Good health and happiness in 2013.

Assisting Native commercial fishermenAssisting Native commercial fishermen

Native Fishing Association
Mark Recalma, Chairman
110–100 Park Royal South
West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1A2

Tel: 604-913-2997 Prince Rupert: 250-624-3888
E-mail: reception@shoal.ca  www.nativefishing.ca

We are conducting a survey to determine the number of aboriginal fishers
that are left in the industry.  If you would like to participate in the survey,

please call Natasha at 604-913-2997.

Wishing you a happy holiday season!

from the board and staff NFA

KLASSEN
DIESEL SALES LTD.▼ ▼

Proven Engines
100% Parts & Service

10–7187 Progress Way, Delta, B.C. V4G 1K8
Tel: 604-940-6400 • Fax: 604-940-6500

E-mail: delta@klassenengine.com       www.klassenengine.com

BLUEBACKS AND SILVER-
BRIGHTS: A lifetime in the

B.C. fishery. 
From Bounty to Plunder 

Norman Safarik, with Allan
Safarik

ECW Press, Toronto 2012

BERRY’S BAIT
AND TACKLE

WE BUY SALMON ROE
(CHUM, SPRING AND COHO ONLY)

14651 Westminster Highway, Richmond V6V 1A4
(2 blocks east of Knight St.)

Tel. 604-273-5901 Fax: 604-273-5980

SEASON’S GREETINGS Stories from the fish
dock and a boatyard

GUBBY BUILDS A BOAT. 
By Kim La Fave and Gary

Kent. Harbour Publishing,
2012. 

F
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MINIMUM INSERTION: TWO LINES $15.00. EACH ADDITIONAL LINE $1.00. PHONE FOR DEADLINES.
ADS MAY BE MAILED TO: THE FISHERMAN,

1ST FLOOR, 326–12TH STREET, NEW WESTMINISTER, B.C. V3M 4H6
FULL PAYMENT MUST BE ENCLOSED

CLASSIFIEDS • PHONE 604-833-8942

STEVESTON MARINE SERVICES.
Caterpillar marine engine sales. D343,
365HP, CW 514 3116 TA 300HP and 350HP
models 3208. Used, rebuilt and new. 604-
274-9825.

ENGINES FOR SALE

POPEYE’S SAILORS’ EXCHANGE
Used and New Marine Equipment

MARINE CONSIGNMENTS
Popeye’s Sailors Exchange
at Mosquito Creek Marina
(3 blocks west of Seabus) 

North Vancouver

Phone: 604-986-6666
(51 Bewicke Avenue)

SERVICES OFFERED

LARKINS MARINE
SURVEYORS LTD.
Peter Larkins, Captain
• Condition & Evaluation

• Pre-purchase & insurance
• DFO measurements

• Underwater Surveys with Video

604-940-1221 Fax: 604-940-1275
5827 Crescent Drive, Delta V4K 2E7

e-mail: larkinsmarine@telus.net

VOLVO PENTA ENGINES, gears and
outdrives — new & quality used parts.
Interstate batteries. Racor & Dahl fuel
filters. Discount pricing. 

J.D.R. MARINE SERVICES
Bldg. 32–12740 Trites Road

Richmond, B.C. V7E 3R8 
Tel: 604-275-1885 Fax: 604-275-2448 

CAPTAIN
GEORGE W. BARBER

COMPASS ADJUSTER INC.
Serving Most Mainland and Island Ports

Up-To-Date Technology

Ph: 604-941-2231 (24 hours)

SANTOS & CO.
Certified General Accountants

• Accounting, Auditing
• Income tax, personal and corporate

• Business consulting
• Fish Boat Owners

201— 5262 Rumble Street, Burnaby

Ph: 604-430-1661  
Fax: 604-430-1541

GEAR WANTED
WANTED USED GN WEB. Phone Gordon
Hannay at Paramount netshed 604-241-
5598.

SERVICES OFFERED

www.cantrawl.com
MIDWATER & BOTTOM TRAWLS • OTTER & BEAM SHRIMP TRAWLS

Doors • Warps • Rockhopper Gear • Repairs • Rope • Netting • Twine • Hardware
WIRE ROPE & SPLICING for bridles, rigging, anchor and boom winches

Pathfinder  Lubricants

CANTRAWL NETS LTD.
Call 604-270-6387 Fax: 604-270-2527
140-6660 Graybar Rd. Richmond, B.C. 

UNITED FISHERMEN’S AND 
SHOREWORKERS’ BENEFIT FUNDS
First Floor, 326–12th Street
New Westminster B.C. V3M 4H6 
Tel:604-519-3644 Fax: 604-524-6944

Merry Christmas
and a safe, healthy

and prosperous New Year
to all shoreworkers, 

tendermen and fishermen

from the Director, staff and Board of trustees

UFBF and SWBF bylaws now available by e-mail. Contact us at benefits@ufawu.org

Season’s Greetings

ENGINES FOR SALE

300–900 West Hastings Street, Vancouver, B.C.  V6C 1E5
Tel: 604-871-5355 Fax: 604-877-4963

Duncan McCrindell Allan Pankratz

CALDWELL & Co.
Maritime and Fisheries Law

• Fisheries Act violations
• Insurance transfers and mortgages
• Insurance claims
• Arrest and seizure of vessels
• Incorporations

Tel: 604-689-8894 Fax: 604-689-5739

401–815 Hornby St., Vancouver, BC  V6Z 2E6
www.admiraltylaw.com/fisheries/bradcv.htm

Brad Caldwell

ENGINES FOR SALE SERVICES OFFERED

Season’s Greetings

Victoria Marine Electric
SITEX • KOBELT • FURUNO
SIMRAD • STANDARD • JRC

ELECTRONICS SALES & SERVICE
680 Sumas St., Victoria, BC  V8T 4S6

Tel: 250-383-9731 Fax: 250-382-6153

A division of Atlantic Electronics 

www.gannetdiesel.com
Detroit Diesel Engines • Twin Disc Gears

• Factory-trained 

Detroit Diesel mechanic
Also available — used engine parts,

exchange components, filters.

GANNET DIESEL
Phone: 604-514-3722 
Pager: 604-631-0759

202–19379 Enterprise Way
SURREY, B.C. V3S 6J8

Shop and Field Work
Competitive Rates

Pacific Boat Brokers.com
Head office: 1-877-448-0010
Edmonds, WA: 360-332-9526

B.C.’s largest Marine Brokerage
Check our website for hundreds of listings

Season’s Greetings from all of us at PBBI

Buying or Selling? For excellent results, call us!

• Commercial fishing vessels,
licences and permits

• Tugs and Barges
• Supply vessels
• Offshore exploration
• Patrol and research

• Pleasure and sailboats
• Yachts
• Cruise ships
• Equipment
• Charter
• Floating accommodation

Best  Wishes for the New Year

Towns Marine Supplies Ltd.

105–6033 London Road Richmond, B.C. V7E 0A7
Tel: 604-277-3191 Fax: 604-277-6131

TOLL-FREE
1-800-298-6967

info@townsmarine.com


