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The theme of the 57th TCTELA Annual 
Conference is Challenge Accepted: 
Teaching With Strength and Resilience 
in Times of Change. When I announced 
the theme last year, I invited attendees 
to join me in a focus on “building the 
new” in the year to come. 

No one could have predicted 2021 
would prove as difficult for the world 
as 2020. In fact, many educators would 
argue that 2021 was more challenging. 
Pandemic fatigue and divisive politics 
have taken a toll. These issues have 
spilled into school boards and seeped 
into classrooms leaving many weary of 
the mere word “challenge.”

Regardless, educators have 
accepted this challenge. They found 

the strength to show up mentally and physically for students (and 
colleagues) each day. They resiliently took on last minute, unexpected 
challenges including the paperwork that followed and created high-
quality instruction. Teachers need support as they continue navigating 
these times of changes. As we collaborate in the beautiful coastal town 
of Galveston, let us continue to discuss:

What roles do strength, resilience, and change play in literacy? Anyone 
who has submitted a written piece for judgment can contemplate 
these roles to some extent. How do we help students build these skills? 
What role does this play in the current climate with books being pulled 
from classroom and school libraries? How do we, as educators, exhibit 
strength and resilience in this climate?

How has virtual instruction changed education? Students spent over 
a year without participating in traditional school. Has the shift to 
virtual impacted student behaviors either positively or negatively? 
Additionally, teachers learned so many tech tools in the time spent 
online. What parts of the online learning experience have you now 
adopted into your daily routine?

What mental health and self-care techniques help educators and 
students maintain their strength? While self-care is quickly becoming 
a trope in this new world, it is still an important priority that teachers 
often neglect. How do we stop that? More importantly, how do we care 
for our BIPoC and LGBTQIA+ students, friends, and colleagues who 
continue to see themselves marginalized in the books that are targeted 
and multiple other quiet but no less painful manners?

Our keynotes and speakers all bring their knowledge of strength, 
resilience, and managing the many challenges they have faced as 
both teachers and writers. Sara K. Ahmed and Minh Le remind us that 
bridges can be built to overcome challenges, Kelly Gallagher and Kate 
Roberts share their strength in embracing new structures and strategies 
to assist learners, and Julia E. Torres and Naomi Shihab Nye share the 
resilience needed to help us learn to celebrate the beauty in all of our 
unique differences. 

Thank you to all of the educators presenting at the conference, to 
those serving as volunteers, and to those of you giving your weekend 
to attend the conference. You are appreciated. We look forward to 
learning, growing, and laughing beside you!

Amanda Palmer 
TCTELA President

Let’s talk physics. Yes, yes, I know 
we are all literacy educators, but 
let’s put on our science hats for 
a moment. Sir Isaac Newton, an 
astronomer, theologian, and the 
mathematician who invented the 
principles of modern physics is 
considered one of the greatest minds 
ever known. I could wax poetic about 
the many contributions of Newton, 
but for the purpose here, I want 
to examine Newton’s Cradle. This 
“toy”—Newton’s Cradle—is a series 
of spheres suspended by strings. 
When one sphere on the end is lifted 
and released, its energy passes 
through the stationary spheres and 
causes the opposing end sphere 
to swing. The transfer of energy 
happens back and forth until all of 
the energy dissipates.

In so many ways, 2021 is Newton’s Cradle. We started this year full of 
energy and hope. We all enjoyed our first online TCTELA conference. 
Some teachers and students returned partially or fully to campus. The 
COVID-19 vaccine rollout began. And the energy of a “normal-ish” 
summer filled us all with excitement and joy. And like Newton’s Cradle, 
by the year’s end, the energy we all had seemed to dissipate.

However, as a TCTELA Annual Conference attendee, you’re in for an 
energy infusion. Even during these trying times. Our first-ever hybrid 
conference is packed with practitioners and literacy leaders from the 
publishing world and bestselling authors. Each speaker and presenter 
has been carefully chosen to infuse teachers with the necessary energy 
to endure.

Not only will you be energized by the conference, the city of Galveston 
offers its own unique energy and vibe. The “Queen City of the Gulf” 
has seen its fair share of ups and downs, but not unlike Texas teachers, 
Galveston is resilient in every way. Its laid-back feel is ideal for 
spending time with family, friends, and colleagues. Boasting over 30 
miles of beautiful Gulf Coast beaches, this beautiful port city is known 
for its Victorian architecture and rich cultural heritage as well as for 
being the birthplace of Juneteenth.

The last year of all of our lives has taught us to never take one 
moment, one opportunity for granted. We’ve sometimes felt as if we 
were living Newton’s Cradle in real time—powerful energy highs and 
disheartening energy lows. This weekend, I personally invite you to 
tap in to your energy. Ask questions, challenge your thinking, think 
bigger than you ever have, and be present. Let’s accept new challenges 
together. 

Dr. Roni Burren 
TCTELA President-Elect

WELCOME

Amanda Palmer
TCTELA PRESIDENT

Roni Burren, Ph.D.
TCTELA PRESIDENT-ELECT

http://www.tctela.org
https://homebase.map-dynamics.com/tctela2022/dashboard
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English in Texas, Vol. 52.1
Spring/Summer 2022 
Theme: Conference Theme: “Challenge Accepted: Teaching With 
Strength and Resilience in Times of Change” 
Manuscript Deadline: April 1, 2022 
Column Deadline: April 15, 2022

Call for Submissions: The 2022 conference theme is “Challenge 
Accepted: Teaching With Strength and Resilience in Times of 
Change.” Our TCTELA president, Amanda Palmer, chose this theme 
because of her belief that teachers accept the challenge each day 
to change and adapt their teaching so that students are learning 
even when the “next normal” is different from minute to minute.

While this theme explores change, it also focuses on the 
development of strength and resilience. As you consider 
manuscripts, you might think about:

• What is our role in shaping strong and resilient learners? 
Are there particular classroom practices that shape resilient 
readers and writers?

• What role does strength and resilience play in a crisis such as 
the COVID-19 pandemic?

• Are there particular mental health and self-care techniques 
that help educators and students maintain their strength? 

• How are the skills we teach used to navigate change? 

• Has virtual instruction changed education? If so, how and why?

• What changes are still needed for equity in education?

We welcome you to share your experiences and learnings through 
articles that are practical, research-based, and/or theoretical, 
as related to this topic of “Challenge Accepted: Teaching With 
Strength and Resilience in Times of Change.” Please refer to English 
in Texas on the TCTELA website https://www.tctela.org/english_in_
texas for manuscript submission guidelines. Do not hesitate to contact 
the editorial team at EnglishinTX@hbu.edu should you have any 
questions. 

Furthermore, we invite interested individuals to submit ideas 
for our Spring/Summer columns, “Putting It All Together” and 
“The Tech-Savvy Teacher” as related to the theme of “Challenge 
Accepted: Teaching With Strength and Resilience in Times of 
Change.” The following descriptions detail each column as well as 
provide information for contacting the editorial team regarding 
your column idea. Please query the editorial team BEFORE 
submitting your full column.

The columns to be published in this issue include: 
Putting It All Together:  This column focuses on how teachers 
differentiate for special populations, including gifted/talented, 
English learners, struggling readers, and other students with 
special needs. What experiences have you had in integrating 
reading, writing, listening, and speaking with these populations? 
What resources have you consulted? What challenges have you 
faced and how did you address them? To submit a column for 
publication consideration, please contact the editorial team at 
EnglishinTX@hbu.edu.

The Tech-Savvy Teacher:  This column focuses on ways to 
incorporate technology into your daily teaching. What are 
some technology tools you’ve found useful? How do these tools 
inform your instruction? How do students respond to these 
tools? What is required to use these tools? To submit a column 
for publication consideration, please contact the editorial team 
at EnglishinTX@hbu.edu. 

English in Texas, Vol. 52.2
Fall/Winter 2022 
Theme: From Zed to Alpha: Reflecting on the Past to Teach for  
the Future 
Manuscript Deadline: September 1, 2022 
Column Deadline: September 15, 2022

Call for Submissions: The Fall/Winter 2022 issue will focus on how the 
implementation of the 2017 ELAR TEKS has evolved during and after the 
pandemic, how the equity issues that have been raised have impacted 
the classroom work, and what Generation Alpha (those born in 2010 or 
later, following Gen Z) requires in our teaching. Principal Baruti K. Kafele 
(The Equity and Social Justice Education 50) has said, “Our work is more 
than just content and curriculum,” while Mark McCrindle, speaking of 
Generation Alpha, says that this generation, which will be the largest in the 
history of the world, is given “screens as pacifiers.” So how has this changed 
our teaching…or has it?

In this issue of English in Texas, we want readers to share their experiences 
and insights into how all the things that have happened since the 2017 
TEKS were adopted have changed what happens inside the classroom in 
both the content and the curriculum. As you consider this, think about the 
following questions:

• How is Generation Alpha changing how we implement the TEKS in our 
classrooms?

• Are there particular strategies you use in language arts instruction that 
are specific to the needs of Generation Alpha?

• How are you using the ELAR TEKS and best practices to teach toward 
equity and social justice?

• Considering the trauma of COVID-19 and other real-life occurrences, 
how do we ensure that our standards-based teaching is also relatable 
and that the social and emotional needs of both Gen Z and Generation 
Alpha students are met?

• What about texts/trade books? Are there particular ones you use to 
reflect the diversity in our state and in our classrooms? Which books 
have made the most impact on you and your students?

We welcome you to share your experiences and learnings through articles that are 
practical, research-based, and/or theoretical, as related to this topic of “From Zed 
to Alpha: Reflecting on the Past to Teach for the Future.” Please refer to English 
in Texas on the TCTELA website https://www.tctela.org/english_in_texas for 
manuscript submission guidelines. Do not hesitate to contact the editorial team at 
EnglishinTX@hbu.edu should you have any questions. 

Furthermore, we invite interested individuals to submit ideas for our Fall/
Winter columns, “Putting It All Together” and “The Tech-Savvy Teacher” as 
related to the theme of “From Zed to Alpha: Reflecting on the Past to Teach 
for the Future.” The below descriptions detail each column as well as provide 
information for contacting the editorial team regarding your column idea. 
Please query the editorial team BEFORE submitting your full column.

The columns to be published in this issue include: 
Putting It All Together:  This column focuses on how teachers differentiate 
for special populations, including gifted/talented, English learners, struggling 
readers, and other students with special needs. What experiences have 
you had in integrating reading, writing, listening, and speaking with these 
populations? What resources have you consulted? What challenges have you 
faced and how did you address them? To submit a column for publication 
consideration, please contact the editorial team at EnglishinTX@hbu.edu.

The Tech-Savvy Teacher: This column focuses on ways to incorporate 
technology into your daily teaching. What are some technology tools you have 
found useful? How do these tools inform your instruction? How do students 
respond to these tools? What is required to use these tools? To submit a 
column for publication consideration, please contact the editorial team at 
EnglishinTX@hbu.edu. 

ENGLISH IN TEXAS – CALL FOR MANUSCRIPTS

http://www.tctela.org
https://homebase.map-dynamics.com/tctela2022/dashboard
https://www.tctela.org/english_in_texas
https://www.tctela.org/english_in_texas
mailto:EnglishinTX%40hbu.edu?subject=
mailto:EnglishinTX@hbu.edu
mailto:EnglishinTX@hbu.edu
https://www.tctela.org/english_in_texas
mailto:EnglishinTX%40hbu.edu?subject=
mailto:EnglishinTX%40hbu.edu?subject=
mailto:EnglishinTX%40hbu.edu?subject=
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NCTE AWARDS

Congratulations to English in Texas’ editorial team!

 Vickey M. Giles, Ed.D., Lead Editor    Elizabeth (Polly) Treviño, Ph.D. 

  Angie Durand, Ed.D.     Mary White, Ed.D. 

Congratulations to Doug Frank, Editor of Texas Voices!

 
2021 NEWSLETTER OF 

EXCELLENCE AWARD 
 

Presented by 
the Standing Committee on Affiliates 

 
Given in recognition to 

 

TEXAS VOICES 
 

published by the  

TEXAS COUNCIL OF TEACHERS OF 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

 
 
 
__________________________________________________    __________________________________________________ 
Kirstey Ewald, Standing Committee on Affiliates Chair       Emily Kirkpatrick, NCTE Executive Director 

http://www.tctela.org
https://homebase.map-dynamics.com/tctela2022/dashboard
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Welcome to Galveston!

Our Local Arrangement Committee welcomes you to the 2022 TCTELA Conference in 

the coastal city of Galveston, Texas. Whether you are attending in person or virtually, 

our conference promises opportunities to learn and grow in the profession.

Our theme this year is “Challenge Accepted: Teaching With Strength and Resilience 

in Times of Change.” Educators and students across the state have faced serious 

challenges and changes in the world of education the past two and a half years. 

And things don’t seem to be slowing down anytime soon. As you attend this year’s 

conference, expect to learn from some of the leaders in our profession as they discuss 

authentic literacy practices in our new world of education. Additionally, embrace the 

valuable opportunity to connect and collaborate with colleagues from across Texas to 

reignite and elevate the love of literacy that inspires us all—even in the midst of the 

most challenging times.

For in-person attendees, spend your evenings exploring the coastal amenities of 

Galveston by strolling down the Seawall, enjoying fine seafood cuisine, or even 

catching beads at a passing Mardi Gras parade. However you choose to spend your 

conference weekend, we hope your time with TCTELA renews the spirit within, sending 

you home full of energy, ideas, and contacts you can lean on in times of challenge. 

Our committee would like to thank the TCTELA board and our Executive Director, Amy 

Laine, for their continued guidance and support throughout the planning process. 

Special thanks to our many volunteers and local area businesses who have helped 

to make this conference possible. We hope that your experience at the TCTELA 2022 

conference is your best yet!

With sincere appreciation,

The TCTELA Local Arrangements Team

WELCOME

Helen Becker
LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS  

CO-CHAIR 2022 
GOOSE CREEK ISD

Megan Thompson
LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS  

CO-CHAIR 2022 
CLEAR CREEK ISD

http://www.tctela.org
https://homebase.map-dynamics.com/tctela2022/dashboard


 

 

WWrriitteerr''ss  WWoorrkkbbeenncchh  
  New On-Line version for iPads, Chromebooks, Macintosh, and Windows 

systems provides 24/7 access for students, teachers, and individuals 
  Unlike “grammar checkers on steroids,” WWB guides users to fix their own 

writing mechanics 
  Provides immediate, accurate, instructional feedback for writers with 26 

interactive and focused analyses 
  Helps high school and college students become better writers 
  Very reasonably priced 
   Provides grading for writing mechanics: 

 
Focused analyses include Organization, Focus, Vague and Abstract Vocabulary, Characteristics (three different ways to 
grade compositions), To Be Verbs, Helping Verb Errors, Tense Shift and Modals, Seven different analyses to check for 
Clarity, Five analyses to check for Clarity in word choice, and five unique analyses to check for problematic punctuation. 

Free trial program for teachers and classes – Booth 19 
What are your “pet peeves” for your students’ writing? 

www.writersworkbench.com 
wwb@emo.com 

630-548-4219 
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SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE*

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2022
6:00pm-10:00pm Registration Expo Registration Desk

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2022
7:30am-5:15pm Registration Expo Registration Desk

8:00am-4:30pm Exhibits Expo B/C Exhibit Hall

9:00am-10:00am Welcome and TEA: Reading and Language Arts General Update Expo B/C

10:15am-11:15am Concurrent Session A

All Right, Alright, I’ll Write, All Write Already—Gamification That Is Not 
the Samification

Expo A1

Students Cannot Argue What They Cannot See: Concrete Tools to 
Strengthen Analysis and Argument

Expo A3

The Time for Equity Expo A4

Dual Language Assessments: An Asset-Based Approach (Amplify) Floral A1  

Take the Pressure Off With Open Educational Resources Floral A2

Exploring Poetry to Amplify Our Voices: Using Mentor Texts to Create 
Spaces for Students to Courageously Express Bravery and Joy 

Iris/Tulip/Wisteria

Accepting the Challenge of Antiracist Education: How to Teach Standard 
English Without Reinforcing Racial Hierarchies

Orchid/Bluebonnet/Jasmine

Diversity Builds Strength and Resilience in Students Azalea/Rose/Hibiscus/Daffodil

11:30am-12:45pm Professional Development Luncheon With Naomi Shihab Nye and 
Edmund J. Farrell Distinguished Service and Achievement Award

Expo B/C

12:45pm-1:10pm Visit Exhibits Expo B/C Exhibit Hall

1:15pm-2:30pm General Session With Kelly Gallagher Expo B/C

2:30pm-2:50pm Book Signing With Kelly Gallagher / Visit Exhibits Expo B/C Exhibit Hall

3:00pm-4:00pm Concurrent Session B

Coaching and the Impact on Building Teacher Agency Expo A1

Intentional Planning for a Student-Led Classroom Expo A3

Literature Circles in a Digital World Expo A4

Researched and Evidence-Based Best Practices and Implementation 
Strategies That Accelerate Learning Focused on the New Integrated 
Reading-Writing STAAR Assessments (Summit K12)

Floral A1

Student Ownership of Learning: Stepping Up to the Standard Floral A2

Conducting Challenging Conversations in the Classroom Iris/Tulip/Wisteria

This Is Hard! Navigating Satire and Archaic Language Orchid/Bluebonnet/Jasmine

Reducing Anxiety, Increasing Agency: Fostering a Growth-Minded Culture 
in the ELA Classroom

Azalea/Rose/Hibiscus/Daffodil

4:15pm-5:45pm Workshop With Kate Roberts Expo B/C

*Sessions and times are subject to change. Sessions in red are livestreamed and highlighted sessions are prerecorded for those 
registered to attend virtually.

http://www.tctela.org
https://homebase.map-dynamics.com/tctela2022/dashboard
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6:00pm-7:00pm Membership Celebration Moody 1 (1st Floor of Hotel)

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2022
8:00am-5:15pm Registration Expo Registration Desk

8:00am-5:30pm Exhibits Expo B/C Exhibit Hall

8:30am-10:00am General Session With Julia E. Torres and Mercedes Bonner Leadership 
Award

Expo B/C

10:00am-10:20am Visit Exhibits Expo B/C Exhibit Hall

10:30am-11:30am Concurrent Session C

#IntegrateIt: Using Social Media to Build Literacy and Social-Emotional 
Skills

Expo A1

Connection, Not Correction: Using the SEL Lens to Effectively Teach 
Grammar

Expo A3

Teach Like Tik Tok—Reaching ADHD Students and Engaging the Whole 
Class

Expo A4

How to Eat an Elephant: Making Writing Portfolios Digestible (bulb Digital 
Portfolios)

Floral A1

Pathei-Mathos: Building Resilience in Our Students Through Classic Texts 
to Understand How Our Ancestors Suffered Into Truth

Floral A2

Grief and Perseverance Through Writers Workshop Iris/Tulip/Wisteria

Classroom Practices That Promote Resilient Readers and Writers Orchid/Bluebonnet/Jasmine

Strengthening Academic Conversations to Strengthen Academic 
Achievement

Azalea/Rose/Hibiscus/Daffodil

11:45am-1:00pm Professional Development Luncheon With Minh Lê and Teacher of the 
Year Awards

Expo B/C

1:00pm-1:20pm Book Signing With Minh Lê / Visit Exhibits Expo B/C Exhibit Hall

1:30pm-2:30pm Concurrent Session D

The Changing Face of Student Writing: How to Leverage the Digital 
Writing Students Already Do

Expo A1

PD2Teach: A Resource for Learning about Conferring Expo A3

Equity in Assessment and Grading Practices: Tackling Mindset and Taking 
a Standards-Based Approach

Expo A4

Challenge Accepted: Writing for English in Texas in Times of Change Floral A2

Rules of Engagement: Workstations in the Secondary RLA Classroom Floral A1

From Japanese Ikigai to Great Writing: Exploring College/Career Through 
Narratives, Research, and Culturally Relevant Conversation

Iris/Tulip/Wisteria

A Dynamic, UNSTOPPABLE: Interventions for Sustaining Resilience in 
Multilingual Learners and the Educators Who Serve Them

Orchid/Bluebonnet/Jasmine

Get Vulnerable: Using Skills-Based Learning as a Vehicle for Connecting 
to Kids in the ELA Classroom

Azalea/Rose/Hibiscus/Daffodil

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE*  (CONTINUED)

*Sessions and times are subject to change. Sessions in red are livestreamed and highlighted sessions are prerecorded for those 
registered to attend virtually.

http://www.tctela.org
https://homebase.map-dynamics.com/tctela2022/dashboard
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2:30pm-3:00pm Visit Exhibits Expo B/C

3:00pm-4:00pm Concurrent Session E

Save Yourself (And Your Students) by Getting Wacky Expo A1

Analysis Now: Reaching Writers Where They Live Expo A3

Writers Without Borders: Facilitating Collaborative Writing Camps Across 
Schools and Pandemics

Expo A4

Equitable Strategies to Support Emergent Bilingual Students Floral A1

Flipping the Narrative: Turning Learning Loss Into Learning Gains by 
Authentically Preassessing Student Needs During a Pandemic

Floral A2

LITTLE Leaders—Advocacy in Early Childhood Iris/Tulip/Wisteria

Poetry With Strength and Resilience to Overcome Challenges Azalea/Rose/Hibiscus/Daffodil

4:15pm-5:15pm Students’ Right to Read in an Era of Censorship Expo B/C

7:00pm-8:00pm Poetry Reading View Finders (9th Floor of 
Hotel)

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2022
7:45am-8:45am Section Leaders Breakfast View Finders (9th Floor of 

Hotel)

8:30am-10:30am Registration Expo Registration Desk

9:00am-10:00am TEA: Reading Language Arts Assessment Update Expo B/C

10:15am-12:15pm Workshop With Sara Ahmed Expo B/C

12:15pm-12:45pm Book Signing With Sara Ahmed Expo B/C

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE*  (CONTINUED)

*Sessions and times are subject to change. Sessions in red are livestreamed and highlighted sessions are prerecorded for those 
registered to attend virtually.

http://www.tctela.org
https://homebase.map-dynamics.com/tctela2022/dashboard
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Danika Jaster
Chair, Elementary-Level Section  
Northside ISD

Brandy Alexander
Digital Coordinator 
ESC Region 4

TCTELA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Stephen Winton
Past President 
Klein ISD

Amanda Palmer
President 
Katy ISD

Margaret Hale
Executive Secretary  
University of Houston

Doug Frank
Editor, Texas Voices 
Rockwall ISD

Roni Burren
President-Elect 
Consultant 

Charles Moore
VP Membership and Affiliates 
Clear Creek ISD

Caty Dearing
VP-Elect, Membership and Affiliates 
Midlothian ISD

Vickey Giles
Editor, English in Texas 
Houston Baptist University

Angie Durand
Editor, English in Texas 
Houston Baptist University

Jim Warren
Chair, Pre-Service Teacher 
Committee  
University of Texas at Arlington

Alissa Crabtree
Recording Secretary 
Klein ISD

Valerie Taylor
PD2Teach Liaison 
The University of Texas at Austin

Ande Parlow
Chair, High School-Level Section 
Amarillo ISD

Mary White
Editor, English in Texas 
Houston Baptist University

Eva Goins
NCTE Liaison 
Northwest ISD

Lois Marshall-Barker
Chair, Teacher Development Section 
Consultant

Helen Becker
Local Arrangements Co-Chair 
Goose Creek ISD

Megan Thompson
Local Arrangements Co-Chair 
Clear Creek ISD

Liz Henson
Chair, Middle-Level Section 
Clear Creek ISD

Amy Laine
Executive Director 
TCTELA

Elizabeth (Polly) Treviño
Editor, English in Texas 
Consultant

http://www.tctela.org
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TCTELA RISING LEADERS & VOLUNTEERS

THANK YOU TO OUR RISING LEADERS!

THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!

2021-2023 Cohort

Ivy Gowdy  
Lucila Lopez
Roxanna Massey
Bria Morris
 

2020-2022 Cohort 

Janeth Cornejo 
Bobbi Sinclair  
Markesha Tisby 
Chevondolyn Williams 
 
 
 

2019-2021 Cohort 

Eva Goins  
Ande Parlow 
Isabel Tuliao
LaWanda Williams 

Student Volunteers:
Alexandra Allison
Lindsay Antkowiak
Calyha Brown
Rachel Cole
Temitoro Edun
Ruby Garcia
Helen Hernandez
May Ho
Eliza West

Teacher Volunteers:
Ayeisha Bailey
Savanna Beanland

Stephanie Boening
Andi Boyd
Taylor Brodt
Catherine Casper
Katie Doyle
William Eastman
Melissa Fahey 
Kacey Forks
Ally Godfrey 
Alexis Gomez
Mary Graves
Annalisa Hardy
Ashley Hymel
Carey Johnson

Margaret Johnson 
Melinda Kramm
Christina Mossbarger
Brittany Paxton
Steven Ramos
Stephanie Ruby
Sarah Saenz
Ana Santos
Rebecca Soriano
Latanga Spencer
Bethanie Sterling
Brooke Sutton
Kenna Terry
Meghan Wainright

Amplify proudly 
supports TCTELA!
Amplify has TEA-sponsored resources for your 
teachers and students today—and many are free 
to your district!

• mCLASS® Texas and mCLASS Lectura: K–6 assessment

• Amplify ELAR/SLAR K–8: Comprehensive literacy curriculum

• Amplify Reading K–8: Supplemental digital literacy program

• Amplify Tutoring: Using mCLASS and mCLASS Intervention

Learn more about how Amplify can partner with your schools to propel 
student learning into your next 57 years! texasreading.amplify.com

http://www.tctela.org
https://homebase.map-dynamics.com/tctela2022/dashboard
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           helps Texas teachers 
create comprehensive & 
interactive reading & writing 
programs.

         is where students tell their story. 

Accurately capture literacy progression 
using audio & video multimedia tools

Help students learn to accept input by 
providing feedback with native 
commenting

Give students a platform to develop their 
unique voice

Track, assess, and report on all stages of 
ELA learning and success over time

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2022

9:00am-10:00 am TEA: Reading and Language Arts General Update Expo B/C

In this session, staff from TEA’s Curriculum Division will present the most 
up-to-date information on topics such as Early Childhood Education, the 
Reading Academies, instructional resources available for the English 
and Spanish Language Arts and Reading TEKS, the TEKS Guide, and new 
legislation from the 87th Texas Legislature. Attendees will be given the 
opportunity to ask questions.

Guiomar Andújar

*Sessions and times are subject to change. Sessions in red are livestreamed and highlighted sessions are prerecorded for those 
registered to attend virtually.
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FRIDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS

SESSION CODES

INTENDED AUDIENCE

P Pre-Kindergarten

E Elementary

M Middle School

H High School

C College/University

G General

TOPICS

ADV AP/Pre-AP

CMR College/Career/Military 
Readiness

EL EL/Bilingual Education

GT Gifted & Talented*

S Learners with Special Needs

TD Teacher Development

T Technology

*See page 39 for a list of all GT sessions.

CONCURRENT SESSION A  10:15AM-11:15AM

EXPO A1 ALL RIGHT, ALRIGHT, I’LL WRITE, ALL WRITE ALREADY—GAMIFICATION 
THAT IS NOT THE SAMIFICATION

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
M, H

Rob MacGregor, Katy ISD

TOPICS:   
ADV, TD, GT

This session gamifies multiple choice questions into several fun games 
for students to argue out the reasoning behind their answers. By 
creating a competitive but silly climate, arguing and reasoning become 
more important than right and wrong (and grades). While this is ideal 
for building up skills for the AP Multiple Choice Questions, it can be 
incorporated into any level and content area.

 
EXPO A3 STUDENTS CANNOT ARGUE WHAT THEY CANNOT SEE: CONCRETE 

TOOLS TO STRENGTHEN ANALYSIS AND ARGUMENT

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
M, H, C

Alana Morris, Spring Branch ISD

TOPICS:  
CMR, EL, ADV, TD, GT

Even with our best ideas for annotation and responding to authors’ 
craft, many students are not clear YET on what to notice within the texts 
they consume and why it matters. We will explore concrete ways to 
nudge our students toward greater capacity for speaking and writing 
about the intentional moves writers make. Come join the energy. 
Numerous ideas and resources will be shared that will move students 
from “not yet” to “you bet!”

EXPO A4 THE TIME FOR EQUITY

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
E

Nais Ulloa, The New Teacher Project 
Cecilia Aguilar, The New Teacher Project

TOPICS:  
EL, S

The COVID crisis has only amplified some of the inequities that have 
been present in the education system for years. However, now is 
the time to reset our expectations of our students and provide them 
ALL with the access to high-quality instructional materials and high 
expectations that they all have a right to. 

FLORAL A1 DUAL LANGUAGE ASSESSMENTS: AN ASSET-BASED APPROACH 

INTENDED AUDIENCE: 
E

Alestra Menéndez, Amplify

TOPICS:  
EL, T

Amplify proudly 
supports TCTELA!
Amplify has TEA-sponsored resources for your 
teachers and students today—and many are free 
to your district!

• mCLASS® Texas and mCLASS Lectura: K–6 assessment

• Amplify ELAR/SLAR K–8: Comprehensive literacy curriculum

• Amplify Reading K–8: Supplemental digital literacy program

• Amplify Tutoring: Using mCLASS and mCLASS Intervention

Learn more about how Amplify can partner with your schools to propel 
student learning into your next 57 years! texasreading.amplify.com

This session will explain the research supporting the suite of Spanish 
literacy assessments anchored in the science of teaching reading and 
describe the importance of using a dual language (Spanish/English) 
assessment approach to obtain a more accurate picture of the reading 
ability and instructional needs of Spanish-speaking students (Guillermo, 
2021). We will explore the relationship between Spanish and English 
literacy development, as well as the contribution Spanish language 
and literacy development can provide to the development of students’ 
English decoding and comprehension skills.

Continued on next page.

*Sessions and times are subject to change. Sessions in red are livestreamed and highlighted 
sessions are prerecorded for those registered to attend virtually.
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FRIDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS (CONTINUED)

FLORAL A2 TAKE THE PRESSURE OFF WITH OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
G

Eve Zehavi, University of Houston–Downtown 
Kayla Logan, San Jacinto College

TOPICS: 
TD, T

COVID has challenged us all to move our work to a variety of different 
platforms. We want to use best practices, but the learning curve is steep 
and many of us don’t know where to begin. This session is designed 
to save your sanity and support our students through the use of Open 
Educational Resources. You will learn where to find them, when to use 
them, and how to vet them. 

IRIS/TULIP/WISTERIA EXPLORING POETRY TO AMPLIFY OUR VOICES: USING MENTOR TEXTS 
TO CREATE SPACES FOR STUDENTS TO COURAGEOUSLY EXPRESS 
BRAVERY AND JOY 

INTENDED AUDIENCE: 
M, H

Stephanie Branson, Lewisville ISD

TOPICS:  
TD

“I’m practicing the poems in my dreams. And the more I write the braver 
I become.” This quotation by Elizabeth Acevedo details the power of 
writing poetry with bravery and joy. This session will present a strategy 
that draws on the work of Marchetti and O’Dell to utilize poetry 
authentically and courageously with students. 

ORCHID/BLUEBONNET/
JASMINE

ACCEPTING THE CHALLENGE OF ANTIRACIST EDUCATION: HOW 
TO TEACH STANDARD ENGLISH WITHOUT REINFORCING RACIAL 
HIERARCHIES

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
G

Jim Warren, University of Texas at Arlington 
Calyha Brown, University of Texas at Arlington

TOPICS:  
TD

This session will include the presentation of interview data from 
educators of color across Texas to get a sense of how African America 
English (AAE) is perceived among stakeholders in the state. We will 
then consider the antiracist argument that “race-neutral” language 
policies, such as the recommendation that students learn to code switch 
between AAE and Standard English, in fact reinforce white normativity. 
The conclusion of the session will describe options available to teachers 
who seek to balance equitable language instruction with curricular 
requirements. 

AZALEA/ROSE/HIBISCUS/
DAFFODIL

DIVERSITY BUILDS STRENGTH AND RESILIENCE IN STUDENTS

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
M, H

Jennifer Younge, New Caney ISD 
Alexandria Younge, Sam Houston State University

TOPICS:  
EL, TD

We will move beyond diversity in modern texts to bring forward the 
diversity of history. Having a history to be proud of is a strong driving 
force for students to work harder and be inspired by what they are 
doing. Throughout this session, we would like to emphasize a diverse 
history of literature that can be seen as both a classic piece and an 
inspiration to students that struggle to relate to the typical narrative.

SESSION CODES

INTENDED AUDIENCE

P Pre-Kindergarten

E Elementary

M Middle School

H High School

C College/University

G General

TOPICS

ADV AP/Pre-AP

CMR College/Career/Military 
Readiness

EL EL/Bilingual Education

GT Gifted & Talented*

S Learners with Special Needs

TD Teacher Development

T Technology

*See page 39 for a list of all GT sessions.

*Sessions and times are subject to change. Sessions in red are livestreamed and highlighted 
sessions are prerecorded for those registered to attend virtually.

Continued on next page.
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EDMUND J. FARRELL DISTINGUISHED SERVICE & ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Teri Lesesne

Posthumous Award  
In 2021, the Texas Council of Teachers of English Language Arts, and the English 
teaching profession as a whole, lost a giant. Dr. Teri Lesesne, also known as the 
Goddess of YA Lit, also known as Professor Nana, left us, but her legacy lives on in 
myriad ways. 

Dr. Lesesne’s impact on the English language arts profession is undeniable. Sitting 
in just one of her professional development sessions or conference presentations 
reminded us of why we became English teachers in the first place—a love of reading 
and writing. So often we become mired in the tedium of our everyday work—lesson 
plans, taking attendance, meetings, lunch, hall or bus duty—and lose the spark we 
once had. But attending a session with Teri always reignited that spark, filling us with 
an excitement to get back to the classrooms and “make the match” by finding the right 
book for the right reader at the right time.

In her book Making the Match, Professor Nana taught us the importance of knowing 
our readers AND knowing the books. Her depth of knowledge provided teachers the tools we needed to work with students to find the 
books that motivated them to read. Teachers across the country engaged in book studies with colleagues to mine the riches of Making the 
Match, and they became better teachers because of it. Her next book, Naked Reading, helped teachers find ways to prevent the fourth-
grade slump. She helped us to see how to work with tweens to build a lifelong love of reading. Then in Reading Ladders, she brought it all 
together for us by teaching us how to find the next book, and the next, and eventually help students help each other to build ladders to the 
next read. These books have helped innumerable teachers support their students’ reading and the impact is indisputable.

Professor Nana’s commitment to teaching was apparent in her long career as an educator, both in the public schools and at the university 
level. She spent her early years teaching in Alief ISD at the middle school level, and after completing her Ed.D. at the University of Houston, 
moved to Sam Houston University where she worked for many years as a professor of library science. The consummate professor, she 
taught in a variety of venues outside of her university classroom. Most years you could find her teaching to a standing-room only audience 
in a concurrent session at the annual TCTELA conference. Similarly, her annual presentations at the NCTE convention drew crowds so 
big that many attendees chose to sit on the floor rather than miss learning from her. She shared her knowledge of books at conferences, 
big and small, inspiring us to fill our online carts with books to take back to our students. As her colleague Dr. Holly Weimar wrote in her 
nomination letter, “Her presentations and workshops on children’s and young adult literature have provided professional development 
opportunities that opened windows and doors for the diverse individuals who are in education, whether they are teachers, students, or any 
educator who wants to grow in their love of reading for pleasure and for learning.”

The TCTELA mission to “advance the literacy growth of all Texas students by developing a network of diverse professionals and by 
providing professional development based on best practices in education” is one that Dr. Lesesne supported. As another colleague, Dr. 
Karin Perry, wrote about Teri, “Everywhere she went she gained new fans. Fans that ended up following her on social media in order to 
keep up with everything she had to share.” Through her presentations and sessions, teachers connected over books. We learned of books 
from her, shared book titles with each other, and brought books back to our students to spur their reading. She taught us so much about 
tween and adolescent development and, more importantly, why it mattered in connecting them to books.

Dr. Lesesne’s legacy will live on for many years, in our teaching, in our love of books, and in our ability to find the right books for the right 
readers. Honoring her with the Edmund J. Farrell Distinguished Service and Achievement Award will ensure her important work lives on in 
English language arts teachers across Texas.
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FRIDAY PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT LUNCHEON*  11:30AM-12:45PM  EXPO B/C

Naomi Shihab Nye   
My Best Friend Poetry: How Poetry Helps Us Live Our Lives

Reading, listening to, and writing of poetry, from early childhood onward, can 

be one of our most treasured companionable acts. It matters not that poetry 

will never attract an audience as large as a football game. Poetry is solitary 

and intimate as well as collective. We need it in our hardest and happiest 

times. Every person has a “poetry channel” in the brain. How do we engage 

with it a little more? How does it help us exercise our humanity?

NAOMI SHIHAB NYE, Palestinian-American, is the Young People’s Poet 

Laureate of the United States (Poetry Foundation). For 2019-2020, she was 

the poetry editor of the New York Times Sunday Magazine. Selected for 

Lifetime Achievement Awards by the National Book Critics Circle and the 

Texas Institute of Letters in both 2019 and 2020, she has conducted writing 

workshops all over the world and published more than 35 books of poetry and 

prose. She lives with her husband, documentarian/photographer Michael Nye, 

in San Antonio, Texas. They have one son and one grandson.

*

Photo credit: Ha Lam

*Livestreamed

TEXAS Contact your sales consultant for more information.
perfectionlearning.com/contacts/Texas

Classroom Libraries Intensive reading for HB45 
and STAAR success

Meet Timothy Freitas, 
co-author
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TCTELA ELECTIONS

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18
PRESIDENT-ELECT

Teachers and students, now more than ever before, need literacy 
leaders who will honor their very important work. Reading, writing, 
thinking, and speaking continue to facilitate learners as they investigate 
themselves and the world around them. Factors outside of our control 
have changed our reality, and this change demands responsiveness and 
empathy from those to whom our educators look in times of need. The 
need for leadership rooted in a reliance upon authenticity, dedication, 
and commitment cannot be understated. For this generation of learners 
and all who follow, it is our duty to provide the most effective learning 
experiences possible, enabling our citizens to analyze and interpret, as 
well as respond, as need dictates.

Charles Moore
Clear Creek ISD 
(Uncontested)

VP-ELECT FOR MEMBERSHIP AND AFFILIATES

If the last two years have taught us anything, it is that we cannot go back 
to “normal.” Our teachers deserve better, our scholars deserve better, and 
our world deserves better. Now is the time for us to unite as a community 
of educators and create a stronger education system that genuinely 
supports quality learning experiences for all. Future generations deserve 
a safe environment that prioritizes literacy, collaboration, inquiry, and 
discussion over compliance and financial commitments. Through reading, 
writing, listening, and speaking, our learners have the opportunity 
to develop the skills that will prepare them to excel in their future 
endeavors. Through reading, writing, listening, and speaking, our learners 
will foster and perpetuate a more empathetic society. Through reading, 
writing, listening, and speaking, our learners will create a more equitable 
and fierce community that will change the world for the better. As we 
navigate the various changes and obstacles thrown our way, let’s reflect 
on the issues that have always been present in our system and take this 
opportunity to make the new “normal” one in which we can be proud. 

Alissa Crabtree 
Klein ISD 
(Uncontested)

RECORDING SECRETARY

To be a literacy leader requires knowledge, courage, and willingness to 
be part of a community of practice. It is hard work, and it’s important 
work for the students in our family, community, and society. 

Literacy goes beyond the ability to read and write. To teach literacy 
means to instill curiosity and equip our learners with multiple lenses to 
see the world in front of them. Reading and writing are opportunities 
to interact with texts, society, and other learners. It’s a transaction that 
grows ideas and beliefs that we carry with us in our daily lives. In this 
regard, a learner’s growth is dependent on the teacher’s capacity, and it 
is very important that we as educators strive to outgrow ourselves in the 
profession. 

Organizations such as TCTELA support the needs of teachers, particularly 
in the state of Texas. There are a lot of members who can serve as 
mentors, role models, and inspiration when it comes to literacy leadership 
and advocacy. TCTELA brings together educators and connects them in 
ways that are deep and meaningful. 

Isabel Tuliao 
Klein ISD 
(Uncontested)
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FRIDAY KEYNOTE*  1:15PM-2:30PM  EXPO B/C 

Kelly Gallagher  

Four Essential Studies: Beliefs and Practices to Reclaim Student Agency 

Compliant reading and writing is not the same thing as engaged reading and 

writing. So how do we engage adolescent readers and writers? By creating 

experiences that are responsive to their interests and needs. This keynote will 

explore four essential studies that ignite students’ engagement with reading 

and writing.

 — Booksigning to Follow —

KELLY GALLAGHER is a literacy education author and consultant, specializing 

in the teaching of English Language Arts for grades 4-12. Informed by a 35-year 

teaching career, he has developed and shares an ever-evolving body of work 

that helps teachers engage and empower even the most reluctant readers 

and writers. He is the former president of the Secondary Reading Group for 

the International Literacy Association and the author of several professional 

development books, including Readicide and Write Like This, and two books 

co-written with Penny Kittle, 180 Days and Four Essential Studies.

A vocabulary program 
that builds word 
consciousness.
Personalized, differentiated instruction – 
automatically tailored to your students’ 
skill levels – helps your students achieve 
lasting outcomes by prioritizing higher order 
thinking over memorization.

Try it for free at membean.com/pilot

*Livestreamed
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CONCURRENT SESSION B  3:00PM-4:00PM

EXPO A1 COACHING AND THE IMPACT ON BUILDING TEACHER AGENCY

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
E, M, H

Mark Spilman, University of Houston–Downtown

TOPICS:  
TD

Agency is the combination of one’s belief in their effectiveness, or self-
efficacy, and their actual knowledge and skills. Teachers who have 
acquired agency can identify ways to enhance their professional growth 
and positively impact student learning. As teachers develop their 
agency by finding effective ways to advance their professional learning, 
it is also important for school leaders to contribute to the improvement 
of teacher agency through coaching and development.

EXPO A3 INTENTIONAL PLANNING FOR A STUDENT-LED CLASSROOM

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
M, H, C

Nicola Hart, Frisco ISD 
Celeste Parker, Frisco ISD 
Jennifer Schroeder, Frisco ISD

TOPICS:  
ADV, TD, GT

This session will explore how and why a safe and respectful classroom 
culture is essential to encourage students’ critical thinking skills. 
The session will outline how teachers maintain a positive classroom 
culture where students make connections and respond to current 
topics. Participants will get hands-on experience of building 
awareness of personal biases to avoid influencing student learning 
through reflections of how one district supports teachers in planning 
responsively and responsibly. 

EXPO A4 LITERATURE CIRCLES IN A DIGITAL WORLD

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
E, M

Sekineh Nasiri, Sam Houston State University

TOPICS:  
EL, TD

Do you find applying Literature Circles in online settings challenging? 
Or wonder how to adapt key elements of Literature Circles in online 
settings? This session aims to provide a framework that adapts the 
elements of Literature Circles while giving useful tips on incorporating 
effective digital tools.

FLORAL A1 RESEARCHED AND EVIDENCE-BASED BEST PRACTICES AND 
IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES THAT ACCELERATE LEARNING 
FOCUSED ON THE NEW INTEGRATED READING-WRITING STAAR 
ASSESSMENTS

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
E, M, H

Sandra Beauchamp, Katy ISD 
Edna Carter, Summit K12

TOPICS:  
TD

This session focuses on mitigating the risk of falling behind in Domains 
1 and 2 and widening the gap in Domain 3 as you transition to the new, 
rigorous, integrated reading-writing STAAR assessments in grades 3-8, 
English I, and English II. Explore successful instructional implementation 
strategies that accelerate student learning and impact student 
achievement.

SESSION CODES

INTENDED AUDIENCE

P Pre-Kindergarten

E Elementary

M Middle School

H High School

C College/University

G General

TOPICS

ADV AP/Pre-AP

CMR College/Career/Military 
Readiness

EL EL/Bilingual Education

GT Gifted & Talented*

S Learners with Special Needs

TD Teacher Development

T Technology

*See page 39 for a list of all GT sessions.

FRIDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

*Sessions and times are subject to change. Sessions in red are livestreamed and highlighted 
sessions are prerecorded for those registered to attend virtually.

Continued on next page.
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FLORAL A2 STUDENT OWNERSHIP OF LEARNING: STEPPING UP TO THE STANDARD

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
E, M, H

Amber Yokum, Dickinson ISD

TOPICS:  
EL, ADV, S

Student ownership of learning is essential for student success. After all, 
they must do the work to do the learning. Students must understand the 
expectations for learning before they can embrace the ownership of 
their learning. Stepping up to the standard involves students discussing 
what steps are necessary to gain proficiency in a specific standard. 
Making students part of unpacking the standard helps drive student 
ownership and helps build resilient readers and writers.

IRIS/TULIP/WISTERIA CONDUCTING CHALLENGING CONVERSATIONS IN THE CLASSROOM

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
M, H, C, G

Shanna Morgan, Katy ISD

TOPICS:  
EL, ADV, TD, GT

The TEKS now require students to listen, speak, and discuss 
metacognitively—but how? In these times of change, we must create 
spaces for students to grow in their ability to have conversations with 
one another, even the challenging ones. Join us in practicing discussions 
and walk away with strategies and protocols you can immediately 
implement in your classroom.

ORCHID/BLUEBONNET/
JASMINE

THIS IS HARD! NAVIGATING SATIRE AND ARCHAIC LANGUAGE

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
H

Timothy Freitas, Whitinsville Christian School

TOPICS:  
TD

Working with satire is difficult because it is layered and what is 
REALLY BEING SAID is typically implied. This session will explore the 
components of satire and how they create meaning. This session will 
also pair satire with archaic language. Students often approach this 
with a defeated demeanor, but participants will learn how utilizing 
comedy sketches, YouTube, hashtags, and other scaffolds help empower 
students and increase their comprehension of the increasingly popular 
genre. 

AZALEA/ROSE/HIBISCUS/
DAFFODIL

REDUCING ANXIETY, INCREASING AGENCY: FOSTERING A GROWTH-
MINDED CULTURE IN THE ELA CLASSROOM

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
H

Susan Henson, Central Texas National Writing Project 
Allison Gulamhussein, George Washington University

TOPICS:  
TD, GT

This session focuses on creating a classroom culture that fosters 
students’ ability to develop a growth mindset. Participants will examine 
specific teacher practices that promote a growth mindset including 
using positive teacher feedback, building student self-analysis and 
goal setting skills, modeling deliberate practice, and fostering student 
choice. The session will also include strategies for using the growth 
mindset concept as a vehicle to reduce student anxiety and increase 
student agency. 

SESSION CODES

INTENDED AUDIENCE

P Pre-Kindergarten

E Elementary

M Middle School

H High School

C College/University

G General

TOPICS

ADV AP/Pre-AP

CMR College/Career/Military 
Readiness

EL EL/Bilingual Education

GT Gifted & Talented*

S Learners with Special Needs

TD Teacher Development

T Technology

*See page 39 for a list of all GT sessions.

FRIDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS (CONTINUED)

*Sessions and times are subject to change. Sessions in red are livestreamed and highlighted 
sessions are prerecorded for those registered to attend virtually.

Continued on next page.
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FRIDAY WORKSHOP*  4:15PM-5:45PM  EXPO B/C

Kate Roberts  

Building Muscles While Playing the Game: How Sustained Skills 
Practice Can Boost Confidence and Support Growth

Kate Roberts will take you through her recent work in skill instruction: 

thinking about strategy packs that can—when nestled in with engaging texts, 

connected teachers, and equitable practices—boost confidence, support 

growth, and nurture independence. She will take you through the work 

yourself so that you have a good feel for it, while also unpacking the structures 

and supports that need to go into any thoughtful sustained practice. You will 

leave with a strong sense in how to teach a reading skill to lots of different 

kids, as well as ways to support all reading work across the year, no matter 

what your students are reading. 

KATE ROBERTS is a national literacy consultant, top-selling author, and 

popular keynote speaker. She taught reading and writing in Brooklyn, New 

York, and worked as a literacy coach before joining the Teachers College 

Reading and Writing Project in 2005, where she worked as a Lead Staff 

Developer for eleven years. Kate’s latest book, A Novel Approach, asks how 

we can teach whole class novels while still holding onto student-centered 

practices like readers workshop. She is also the co-author of Falling in Love 

with Close Reading (with Christopher Lehman), DIY Literacy (with Maggie 

Beattie Roberts), and she co-wrote two Units of Study books on Literary Essay. 

Her work with students across the country has led to her belief that all kids 

can be insightful, academic thinkers when the work is demystified, broken 

down, and made engaging. Kate has worked nationally and internationally to 

help teachers, schools, and districts develop and implement strong teaching 

practices and curriculum.

Follow Kate online. Twitter: @TeachKate Pinterest: /IndentBlog Blog: 

KateAndMaggie.com

*Livestreamed

http://www.tctela.org
https://homebase.map-dynamics.com/tctela2022/dashboard


23

Texas Council of Teachers of English Language Arts  |   #TCTELA2022  |  www.tctela.org
Join the virtual conference HERE.

#TCTELA2022

TCTELA @tctela @tctela

FOCUS ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

Access thousands of high- 
quality, standards-aligned  

instructional resources!
A digital collection of teacher- and student-led lessons, activities, and instructional supports,  

Teacher Toolbox provides you with a wealth of research-based K–8 content to help you  
differentiate instruction to the learning needs of each student in your classroom.
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2022  GENERAL SESSION  8:30AM-10:00AM  EXPO B/C

Julia E. Torres  

Using Story to Fuel the Pursuit of Justice

In this session, participants will hear about ways to engage and inspire readers 

regardless of where they are in their reading journey. Julia E. Torres is an 

internationally recognized language arts educator and librarian who often 

speaks about progressivism within the field of education, healing reading 

practices, and growing communities with vibrant reading cultures. As a 

practitioner who believes in a decolonizing pedagogy, she enjoys reminding 

students of the power within them to use their own stories to fuel positive 

social transformation. This session will explore how and why.

JULIA E. TORRES is a nationally recognized veteran language arts teacher-

librarian in Denver, Colorado. Julia facilitates teacher development workshops 

rooted in the areas of anti-racist education, equity and access in literacy and 

librarianship, and education as a practice of liberation. Her work has been 

featured on NPR, AlJazeera’s The Stream, PBS Education, KQED’s MindShift, 

Rethinking Schools, Learning for Justice Magazine, and many more. She is a 

current Amelia Elizabeth Walden Book Award committee member, a member 

of both the Book Love Foundation and ALAN boards of directors, an Educolor 

Steering committee member, a The Educator Collaborative Book Ambassador, 

and a co-founder of #DisruptTexts.

*Livestreamed

Thank you to our outgoing board members.
Caty Dearing
Doug Frank

Margaret Hale
Liz Henson

Danika Jaster
Stephen Winton

Special thank you to our local 
arrangements committee.
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MERCEDES BONNER LEADERSHIP AWARD

Monique Boone, Houston ISD

Monique Boone, winner of the TCTELA Mercedes Bonner Leadership Award, 

is a remarkable educator and leader. As Teacher Development Specialist at 

Houston ISD, Monique utilizes her knowledge of best-practice instruction 

and educational research to coach and support teachers. She is committed 

to working for what is right in her educational community. She values equity 

and fights for students and teachers in marginalized communities. An example 

of this is when Monique worked to ensure that all students would receive 

rich, diverse texts. She supports attention to multicultural frameworks in 

the district’s middle school curriculum. In professional development, she 

has facilitated learning on the importance of read-alouds and independent 

reading both in her district and at several local and national conferences. 

Monique collaborates with the American Federation of Teachers Union on 

professional development focusing on trauma-informed instruction, creating 

safe multilingual spaces, and using mentor texts to navigate strong emotions. 

As a member of TCTELA’s Teacher Development Section, Monique shares her 

expertise with others. Through her outstanding service, Monique exemplifies 

the qualities of the Mercedes Bonner Leadership Award.
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SATURDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS

CONCURRENT SESSION C  10:30AM-11:30AM

EXPO A1 #INTEGRATEIT: USING SOCIAL MEDIA TO BUILD LITERACY AND SOCIAL-
EMOTIONAL SKILLS

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
M

Elizabeth Etter, Katy ISD 
Kimberly Crandall, Katy ISD

TOPICS:  
TD, GT

Social media is a constant presence in the lives of students, and while 
it’s a rich source of stories and information, many teachers struggle to 
harness its power in the classroom. By using Brandon Stanton’s Humans 
of New York, teachers are able to build social-emotional skills through 
complex analysis of the texts. In this session, we will provide examples 
of how teachers can integrate these multimodal texts into a variety of 
TEKS-based lessons. 

EXPO A3 CONNECTION, NOT CORRECTION: USING THE SEL LENS TO 
EFFECTIVELY TEACH GRAMMAR

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
M, H

Travis Leech, Northside ISD

TOPICS:  
EL, ADV, S, TD

The Patterns of Power process is an alternative way to teach grammar 
that supports secondary students, meeting and exceeding grammar and 
language standards through activating meaning through the “safe and 
social” hallmarks of conversation, collaboration, and inquiry. Join the 
Stenhouse authors of Patterns of Power as they walk you through the 
process. Walk away with an understanding of the process and sample 
lesson cycle to implement on your campus tomorrow.

EXPO A4 TEACH LIKE TIK TOK—REACHING ADHD STUDENTS AND ENGAGING 
THE WHOLE CLASS

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
E

Alison Wheat, Hurst Euless Bedford ISD 
Toya Frierson, Hurst Euless Bedford ISD

TOPICS:  
S, TD, T

In this session, teachers will explore the common characteristics of 
students with ADHD including the seven different types and differences 
in manifestation between male and female students. Teachers will then 
learn some key elements for lessons engaging both students identified 
as having ADHD and those students simply displaying qualities of 
distractibility. Finally, teachers will examine ways to coach ADHD 
students in the areas of academic and emotional regulation.

FLORAL A1 HOW TO EAT AN ELEPHANT: MAKING WRITING PORTFOLIOS 
DIGESTIBLE

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
G

Sam Neal, bulb digital portfolios

TOPICS:  
T

How do you leverage writing portfolios in your classroom to capture 
student growth, empower students to own their learning, and improve 
learning outcomes? The same way you eat an elephant—one bite 
at a time. This session will focus on strategies for writing portfolio 
implementation that enhance existing classroom practice, dive into best 
practices and practical tips and tricks, and grant you access to exclusive 
writing portfolio templates through bulb digital portfolios.

SESSION CODES

INTENDED AUDIENCE

P Pre-Kindergarten

E Elementary

M Middle School

H High School

C College/University

G General

TOPICS

ADV AP/Pre-AP

CMR College/Career/Military 
Readiness

EL EL/Bilingual Education

GT Gifted & Talented*

S Learners with Special Needs

TD Teacher Development

T Technology

*See page 39 for a list of all GT sessions.

*Sessions and times are subject to change. Sessions in red are livestreamed and highlighted 
sessions are prerecorded for those registered to attend virtually.

Continued on next page.

http://www.tctela.org
https://homebase.map-dynamics.com/tctela2022/dashboard


27

Texas Council of Teachers of English Language Arts  |   #TCTELA2022  |  www.tctela.org
Join the virtual conference HERE.

SATURDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS  (CONTINUED)

FLORAL A2 PATHEI-MATHOS: BUILDING RESILIENCE IN OUR STUDENTS THROUGH 
CLASSIC TEXTS TO UNDERSTAND HOW OUR ANCESTORS SUFFERED 
INTO TRUTH

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
M, H, C

David Wampach, Fort Worth ISD

TOPICS:  
CMR, EL, TD, GT

Pathei-Mathos is the philosophical tenant of the Ancient Greeks, 
illustrated by Aeschylus and explained by Aristotle that the hero 
must suffer into truth. Using “The Oresteia” trilogy by Aeschylus; “The 
Ramayana,” the ancient epic of Hindu India; and Toni Morrison’s 
African-American novel The Bluest Eye, participants will learn how to 
build resilience in students by examining tragic and epic literature, and 
cross the cultural divide to build consensus. 

IRIS/TULIP/WISTERIA GRIEF AND PERSEVERANCE THROUGH WRITERS WORKSHOP

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
M, H

Doug Frank, Rockwall ISD

TOPICS:  
TD, GT

Through a collection of mentor texts that explore grief, we will 
understand how through this difficult time, text and writing can be 
a cathartic opportunity to recognize and validate our emotions. 
Using excerpts from books (Crying in H Mart and The Astonishing 
Color of After), poetry (“Making a Fist”), and even television shows 
(“WandaVision”), the participants will experience the ability to generate 
ideas and the power of vulnerability for both the teacher and students. 

ORCHID/BLUEBONNET/
JASMINE

CLASSROOM PRACTICES THAT PROMOTE RESILIENT READERS AND 
WRITERS

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
E, M, G

Elsa Anderson, Texas Wesleyan University 
Lisa Dryden, Texas Wesleyan University

TOPICS:  
EL, TD

Through the implementation of literacy strategies, this interactive 
session will explore and build awareness regarding classroom practices 
that promote self-care and address socioemotional needs of both 
students and teachers. Attendees will participate in hands-on strategies 
used in the university classroom with both undergraduate and graduate 
students. These strategies are relevant and effective at every grade 
level. 

AZALEA/ROSE/HIBISCUS/
DAFFODIL

STRENGTHENING ACADEMIC CONVERSATIONS TO STRENGTHEN 
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
E

Markesha Tisby, TCTELA Rising Leader

TOPICS:  
TD

As we grow in our understanding of the connections between RLA 
standards, we must consider the connection between how and 
when students speak about content and their ability to apply new 
learning. This session will illuminate the interconnectivity of quality 
conversations, academic language, and student performance while 
challenging antiquated approaches to vocabulary instruction. The 
information presented will lift the level of teaching in the classrooms of 
those new to the profession as well as veterans.

SESSION CODES

INTENDED AUDIENCE

P Pre-Kindergarten

E Elementary

M Middle School

H High School

C College/University

G General

TOPICS

ADV AP/Pre-AP

CMR College/Career/Military 
Readiness

EL EL/Bilingual Education

GT Gifted & Talented*

S Learners with Special Needs

TD Teacher Development

T Technology

*See page 39 for a list of all GT sessions.

*Sessions and times are subject to change. Sessions in red are livestreamed and highlighted 
sessions are prerecorded for those registered to attend virtually.

Continued on next page.
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SATURDAY PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT LUNCHEON*   11:45AM-1:00PM    EXPO B/C

Minh Lê   

We Are Not Alone: Finding Community in the World of Books

Author Minh Lê discusses the role of the imagination and stories in times of 

heightened challenge—and how books can create the opportunity for deep 

connections that transcend the page. 

 — Booksigning to Follow —

MINH LÊ is the author of the picture books Lift (Eisner Award nominee) 

and Drawn Together (winner of the 2019 Asian/Pacific American Award for 

Literature) illustrated by Caldecott Medalist Dan Santat; Let Me Finish! (named 

an NPR Best Book of 2016) illustrated by Isabel Roxas; and The Perfect Seat 

illustrated by Gus Gordon (all published by Little, Brown Books for Young 

Readers). He also wrote Green Lantern: Legacy, a middle grade graphic novel 

(illustrated by Andie Tong) for DC Comics. In addition to writing books, he 

serves on the board of We Need Diverse Books and has written for a variety of 

publications, including the New York Times, The Horn Book, NPR, and HuffPost.

Outside of spending time with his wonderful wife and children at their home in 

San Diego, his favorite place to be is in the middle of a good book.

*Livestreamed

Presentation proposals forms accepted until September 
2022 for the 2023 conference, at TCTELA.org.
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Teresa Lyle, Northside ISD

Teresa Lyle, the TCTELA Elementary Teacher of the Year, shares her love of literacy with 
students and colleagues. A veteran of fifteen years of teaching, Teresa works tirelessly to 
create a literacy-rich classroom for her students. A lifelong learner, she reads professional 
books, participates in book studies, and attends professional development; she then 
applies the new learning in her classroom. Her work leads to engaged readers, as she 
models a love of reading for her students. Teresa is the kind of teacher that gets excited 
when her kids fall in love with reading for the pure joy of it. Teresa is a leader among 
her colleagues, serving as Spelling Bee Coordinator and District Reading Cadre Member. 
She shares her expertise with others through facilitating professional development, 
such as being a teacher roundtable presenter for her district. She collaborates with the 
TCTELA Elementary Section, offering her insight on best-practice instruction. Through her 
excellence, Teresa exemplifies the TCTELA Elementary Teacher of the Year.

MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Helen Read, Northwest ISD

Helen Read, the TCTELA Middle School Teacher of the Year, models and fosters a love for 
reading in her seventh grade language arts classroom. Her students are a testament to 
her teaching, as they talk about their reading and recommend books to others. She makes 
powerful connections with students that help them achieve their academic and personal 
goals. Helen is an inspiration for other educators. Colleague Eva Goins states, “I’ll never 
forget the first day I met Helen Read. Personally, being in the profession for about eight 
years at the time, she reignited my own spark. Helen Read made me a better teacher.” 
She supports her students as readers by buying them books with her own money and 
facilitating trips to Teen Book Con and North Texas Teen Book Festival. The book clubs 
she organizes in her classroom help her students grow to become lifelong readers. Her 
seventh grade students call her an “inspire-er.” No words could better reflect why Helen is 
the TCTELA Middle School Teacher of the Year.

HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Joshua Inocencio, Houston ISD

Joshua Inocencio, the TCTELA High School Teacher of the Year, is an outstanding 
teacher of eleventh grade students in AP English Language at Kinder High School for the 
Performing and Visual Arts. Joshua’s passion for language arts inspires a love of reading in 
his students. He spends time in finding diverse texts that will connect with his students. He 
maintains high expectations and supports learning of critical literacy skills. His work not 
only leads his student to achieve academically, but also to express themselves and what 
they stand for. Joshua builds a community where all students feel comfortable and safe 
sharing their ideas. His work helps foster thoughtful citizens who are ready to participate 
in a democratic society. He is the kind of teacher every student deserves. Through his 
expertise and leadership, Joshua is a wonderful example of the TCTELA High School 
Teacher of the Year.

2022 TEACHER OF THE YEAR AWARDS
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UNIVERSITY TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Ann David, University of the Incarnate Word

Dr. Ann D. David, the TCTELA University Teacher of the Year, is both an outstanding 
educator and strong advocate for teachers, students, and schools. In her work with 
preservice teachers, she has mentored countless new educators as they begin their 
professional journey. A noted presenter of professional development on writing, Ann has 
helped countless teachers hone their craft. Her work centers on respectful interactions, 
high expectations, and inspiring early-stage teachers to value the common good. Further, 
she advocates for positive change through her work with the National Council of Teachers 
of English, serving on the Standing Committee Against Censorship and the Commission 
on Teaching Writing. Ann shares her expertise by frequently publishing in journals such as 
English in Texas and English Journal. Through her leadership, Ann is a shining example of 
the TCTELA University Teacher of the Year.

 2022 TEACHER OF THE YEAR AWARDS  (CONTINUED)

2022 AWARDS 
NOMINATIONS  
OPEN SOON.

Who would you like to recognize? 

Teacher of the Year, Mercedes Bonner 
Leadership Award, Edmund J. Farrell...

#TCTELA2022
TCTELA @tctela @tctela

FOCUS ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
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CONCURRENT SESSION D  1:30PM-2:30PM

EXPO A1 THE CHANGING FACE OF STUDENT WRITING: HOW TO LEVERAGE THE 
DIGITAL WRITING STUDENTS ALREADY DO

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
M, H, G

Kristen Henry, University of Texas at San Antonio

TOPICS:  
TD, T

This session will review the concept of “digitalk” and what strengths 
students already come with, including audience and voice awareness. 
The presenter will explore how to bring engaging, authentic writing 
assignments into the classroom. How can we use “digitalk” to build 
student academic writing? How can we leverage changes in student 
writing lives?

EXPO A3 PD2TEACH: A RESOURCE FOR LEARNING ABOUT CONFERRING

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
H, C

Valerie Taylor, University of Texas at Austin

TOPICS:  
ADV, TD

We know that conferring with students about their reading and writing 
is one of the most powerful tools we have to help students grow as 
readers and writers. We also know that there is always more to learn 
about conferring. In this session we will practice a variety of conferring 
techniques and learn how PD2Teach resources can be used to 
enhance professional learning opportunities for yourself and with your 
colleagues.

EXPO A4 EQUITY IN ASSESSMENT AND GRADING PRACTICES: TACKLING 
MINDSET AND TAKING A STANDARDS-BASED APPROACH

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
M, H

Jennifer Schroeder, Frisco ISD 
Nicola Hart, Frisco ISD 
Celeste Parker, Frisco ISD

TOPICS:  
TD

Equity in assessment and grading practice starts with tackling teacher 
mindset and ends with practical steps for teachers and teams. Hear 
about one district’s attempt to take a standards-based approach to 
grading and assessment in the ELAR classroom with the creation of 
vertically aligned standards-based rubrics, authentic performance tasks, 
and the use of norming and calibration protocols for teams. 

FLORAL A1 RULES OF ENGAGEMENT: WORKSTATIONS IN THE SECONDARY RLA 
CLASSROOM

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
M, H

Beth McDaniel, ESC Region 6 
Ali Seilheimer, Brenham ISD

TOPICS:  
EL

Are you struggling to cover all of your content? Looking for a way to 
engage your students? Learn how to manage the flow and content of 
secondary stations. It can be overwhelming to think about your entire 
class up and moving around, creating 6-8 unique activities, and keeping 
everyone on track. Come learn how to simplify the process and leave 
ready to use the workstations in your classroom.

SATURDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS  

SESSION CODES

INTENDED AUDIENCE

P Pre-Kindergarten

E Elementary

M Middle School

H High School

C College/University

G General

TOPICS

ADV AP/Pre-AP

CMR College/Career/Military 
Readiness

EL EL/Bilingual Education

GT Gifted & Talented*

S Learners with Special Needs

TD Teacher Development

T Technology

*See page 39 for a list of all GT sessions.

*Sessions and times are subject to change. Sessions in red are livestreamed and highlighted 
sessions are prerecorded for those registered to attend virtually.

Continued on next page.
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FLORAL A2 CHALLENGE ACCEPTED: WRITING FOR ENGLISH IN TEXAS IN TIMES OF 
CHANGE

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
PK, EL, M, H, C

Vickey Giles, English in Texas Editor 
Elizabeth (Polly) Treviño, English in Texas Editor 
Mary White, English in Texas Editor 
Angie Durand, English in Texas Editor

TOPICS:  
TD

Come accept the challenge of writing for a peer-reviewed journal! The 
editors of English in Texas invite you, no matter your role, to write for 
the journal. Questions about the Call for Submissions will be answered 
and the editors will describe how you can take an idea through the 
writing process to submit for publication in the journal.

IRIS/TULIP/WISTERIA FROM JAPANESE IKIGAI TO GREAT WRITING: EXPLORING COLLEGE/
CAREER THROUGH NARRATIVES, RESEARCH, AND CULTURALLY 
RELEVANT CONVERSATION

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
H

Beatrice Newman, University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

TOPICS:  
CMR

Students LOVE learning about ikigai. Ikigai, a Japanese construct for 
identifying our contribution to society and the world, offers an artistic 
means of guiding students to explore college and career interests. In 
English classrooms, ikigai provides a platform for research, personal 
narratives, and highly engaging conversations among students. 
Participants will construct their own ikigai, view students’ research 
projects and personal narratives, and discuss possibilities for integrating 
this prolific strategy into their own ELA teaching.

ORCHID/BLUEBONNET/
JASMINE

A DYNAMIC, UNSTOPPABLE: INTERVENTIONS FOR SUSTAINING 
RESILIENCE IN MULTILINGUAL LEARNERS AND THE EDUCATORS WHO 
SERVE THEM

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
E, M, H

Aisha Atkinson, Katy ISD

TOPICS:  
EL

Using the practices of culturally sustaining pedagogies and social-
emotional learning, one can establish an instructional environment 
conducive to the academic and social excellence of multilingual 
learners. Through the implementation of high-yield interventions, 
this blending of two rising pedagogies can help bilingual and ESL 
educators bridge the equity gaps that exist for their students as well as 
themselves. 

AZALEA/ROSE/HIBISCUS/
DAFFODIL

GET VULNERABLE: USING SKILLS-BASED LEARNING AS A VEHICLE FOR 
CONNECTING TO KIDS IN THE ELA CLASSROOM

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
M, H

Devon Kitch, La Porte ISD

TOPICS:  
 TD, GT

Too many of our students have decreased emotional acuity combined 
with a growing sense of loneliness, both by-products of distracted 
scrolling. This harm can be alleviated through engaging, text-rich 
classroom experiences led by teachers who are not scared to “rumble 
with vulnerability,” teachers who help students simultaneously 
understand how to read the world and themselves. By shifting the way 
we analyze texts, every student can [re]discover their voice and become 
an authentic version of themselves.

SATURDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS  (CONTINUED)

SESSION CODES

INTENDED AUDIENCE

P Pre-Kindergarten

E Elementary

M Middle School

H High School

C College/University

G General

TOPICS

ADV AP/Pre-AP

CMR College/Career/Military 
Readiness

EL EL/Bilingual Education

GT Gifted & Talented*

S Learners with Special Needs

TD Teacher Development

T Technology

*See page 39 for a list of all GT sessions.

*Sessions and times are subject to change. Sessions in red are livestreamed and highlighted 
sessions are prerecorded for those registered to attend virtually.

Continued on next page.
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SATURDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS  (CONTINUED)

CONCURRENT SESSION E  3:00PM-4:00PM

EXPO A1 SAVE YOURSELF (AND YOUR STUDENTS) BY GETTING WACKY

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
M, H

Sherryl Quellhorst, Los Fresnos ISD

TOPICS:  
TD

Anxiety disorders ordinarily affect about one-third of our students, 
according to NIMH; post-pandemic anxiety is even higher. And YOU, 
their teacher, are expected to reach, nurture, and teach them regardless 
of their obstacles…despite the changing demands on educators and 
your own pandemic-related hurdles. Explore strategies that to help 
preserve your own sanity, support student well-being, and stimulate 
their learning. These zany, classroom-tested ideas can revitalize 
educators and students alike! 

EXPO A3 ANALYSIS NOW: REACHING WRITERS WHERE THEY LIVE

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
M, H

Priscilla Moore, The Kinkaid School

TOPICS:  
ADV, GT

Teaching teenagers to write analytically is not easy. Structuring a 
claim, evidence, and commentary challenges the most experienced 
writers, and we routinely require our students to write with authority 
about assigned texts that they may or may not appreciate or even 
fully comprehend. Join us to share the journey we took with our eighth 
graders this fall. Learn how to empower authentic analytical writing in 
your classroom.

EXPO A4 WRITERS WITHOUT BORDERS: FACILITATING COLLABORATIVE WRITING 
CAMPS ACROSS SCHOOLS AND PANDEMICS

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
H

Angela Astorga, Katy ISD 
Dory Dube, Katy ISD

TOPICS:  
TD

In the summer of 2021, English coordinators, coaches, and teachers in 
Katy ISD worked together to facilitate The Write Camp, a virtual writing 
camp for junior high and high school students across the district. This 
session will present the organizational structures, curriculum, and 
online platforms (including Zoom and bulb) utilized to provide students 
the opportunity to analyze the craft of professional writers, provide 
feedback to peers, and reflect on their own creative and real-world 
writing. 

FLORAL A1 EQUITABLE STRATEGIES TO SUPPORT EMERGENT BILINGUAL 
STUDENTS

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
M, H

Jacquelyn Kiner, Aldine ISD 
Janeth Cornejo, Aldine ISD

TOPICS:  
EL, TD

Educators need to have equitable support systems in place in order 
for our EB students to find their voice through reading and writing. 
Students CAN make connections and learn from their peers through 
collaborative discussions. Teachers can facilitate academic discussions 
with higher order thinking questions and strategies that foster a deeper 
level of understanding and thinking in our classroom communities.

SESSION CODES

INTENDED AUDIENCE

P Pre-Kindergarten

E Elementary

M Middle School

H High School

C College/University

G General

TOPICS

ADV AP/Pre-AP

CMR College/Career/Military 
Readiness

EL EL/Bilingual Education

GT Gifted & Talented*

S Learners with Special Needs

TD Teacher Development

T Technology

*See page 39 for a list of all GT sessions.

*Sessions and times are subject to change. Sessions in red are livestreamed and highlighted 
sessions are prerecorded for those registered to attend virtually.

Continued on next page.
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SATURDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS  (CONTINUED)

FLORAL A2 FLIPPING THE NARRATIVE: TURNING LEARNING LOSS INTO LEARNING 
GAINS BY AUTHENTICALLY PREASSESSING STUDENT NEEDS DURING A 
PANDEMIC

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
H

Tony Perez, Northside ISD 
Tracy Winstead, Northside ISD 
Maria Hernandez, Northside ISD

TOPICS:  
S, TD, GT

After staring at blank screens for eighteen months, we were overjoyed 
to welcome students back into our classrooms. Their time away, 
however, raised the question: What learning loss did they suffer after so 
many months away? In this session, we will address how to preassess 
students, help them set goals, and differentiate instruction in order to 
ensure all students are successful.

IRIS/TULIP/WISTERIA LITTLE LEADERS—ADVOCACY IN EARLY CHILDHOOD

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
P, E

Brandy Alexander, ESC Region 4

TOPICS:  
TD

Building resiliency in early childhood and primary classrooms sets 
up students for successful academic careers by instilling key social-
emotional skills. In this session, we’ll discuss engaging activities that 
young students can do to learn how to be advocates for themselves, 
their classmates, and their communities. We will tie these activities to 
outstanding authors and read-alouds that all students (and educators!) 
are sure to enjoy.

 
AZALEA/ROSE/HIBISCUS/

DAFFODIL
POETRY WITH STRENGTH AND RESILIENCE TO OVERCOME 
CHALLENGES

INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
E, M, H, C, G

Eva Goins, Northwest ISD 
Ande Parlow, Amarillo ISD 
LaWanda Williams, Dickinson ISD 
Isabel Tuliao, TCTELA Rising Leader

TOPICS:  
EL, S, T

Walk away with twelve poetic forms to challenge your students in your 
classroom. Show your students how the art of painting with words will 
show them how to use the strength and resilience of their voice to face 
challenges in their lives. Take the opportunity to have the time to create 
your own poem to share at the conference poetry reading.

SESSION CODES

INTENDED AUDIENCE

P Pre-Kindergarten

E Elementary

M Middle School

H High School

C College/University

G General

TOPICS

ADV AP/Pre-AP

CMR College/Career/Military 
Readiness

EL EL/Bilingual Education

GT Gifted & Talented*

S Learners with Special Needs

TD Teacher Development

T Technology

*See page 39 for a list of all GT sessions.

*Sessions and times are subject to change. Sessions in red are livestreamed and highlighted 
sessions are prerecorded for those registered to attend virtually.

Continued on next page.
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2022

4:15pm-5:15pm Students’ Right to Read in an Era of Censorship* Expo B/C

Ann David
University of the Incarnate 
Word

Ann David, University of the Incarnate Word
Annamary Consalvo, The University of Texas at Tyler

We are entering a season of censorship in Texas. Teachers and 
librarians need to be organized and coordinated in resisting censorship 
and defending students’ right to read. This session will offer participants 
ways to engage with families before censorship is an issue, prepare 
for censorship challenges, respond to challenges, and rally support 
systems when challenges happen. Additionally, participants will hear 
from two groups that support teachers and librarians facing censorship, 
the National Coalition Against Censorship and the NCTE Intellectual 
Freedom Center.

Annamary Consalvo
The University of Texas at 
Tyler

*Livestreamed
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2022

9:00am-10:00am TEA: Reading Language Arts Assessment Update* Expo B/C

Chelaine Marion
Director of Assessment 
Content, Texas Education 
Agency 

This session provides the most up-to-date information on the redesign 
of the Reading STAAR assessments, assessing writing, and the resources 
available to support implementation of the STAAR assessment program. 
Attendees will be given the opportunity to ask questions.

Valerie Pannell
Reading Language Arts 
Education Specialist, Texas 
Education Agency 

*Livestreamed

http://www.tctela.org
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SUNDAY WORKSHOP*   10:15AM-12:15PM    EXPO B/C

Sara Ahmed

When the World Hands You a Curriculum

Drawing from Sara Ahmed’s books Being the Change: Lessons and Strategies to 

Teach Social Comprehension and Upstanders: How to Engage Middle School 

Hearts and Minds with Inquiry (co-authored with Harvey “Smokey” Daniels), 

participants will spend time unpacking social comprehension principles: 

exploring personal identities, listening actively, being candid, becoming better 

informed, finding humanity in ourselves, and facing crisis together.

And together, we will look outward. We will explore strategies for bringing 

current events into the classroom. How do we teach students to comprehend 

the news, while holding what they know about their own identities and 

their classmates in mind? In what ways does the news affect us? We will 

then engage in conversations about what to do when current events affect 

our classroom and co-create an understanding of how to be proactive with 

norms for discussions that can arise at any time. We will discuss how being 

candid with students about our own biases and multiple identities will help 

them to consider the ways their own experiences and biases affect our social 

comprehension of people, texts, and the world. 

Come prepared to engage in a thoughtful examination of identity and what’s in 

your news (a phrase coined by one of Sara’s former students) through writing, 

reading, and discussion.

 — Booksigning to Follow —

SARA AHMED currently serves as the Director of Curriculum Integration 

and fifth-grade advisor at Catherine Cook School in Chicago. She has taught 

and coached in city, suburban, public, independent, and international 

schools, where her classrooms were designed to help students consider their 

own identities and see the humanity in others. She has also served on the 

Teacher Leadership Team for Facing History and Ourselves, an international 

organization devoted to examining and confronting the choices we’ve made in 

history—individual and society. When she is not in the classroom or meeting 

with teachers, you can find her coaching cross country, soccer, or basketball. 

You can find her on Twitter or Instagram @SaraKAhmed.

*Livestreamed

http://www.tctela.org
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Texas Board of Education Certification Verification

TEXAS COUNCIL OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

TCTELA is an approved CPE Provider: ID 500444

57th Annual Conference

February 18-20, 2022

The conference program provides a complete listing of the session descriptions.

Joan Otten, Ed.D, Director of GT & Advanced Academics, Katy ISD

DATE SESSION TIME TITLE STAMP/CODE

Friday 

2/18
10:15am-11:15am

All Right, Alright, I’ll Write, All Write Already—Gamification That Is 

Not the  Sami-fication* 

Rob MacGregor, Katy ISD

Friday

2/18
10:15am-11:15am

Students Cannot Argue What They Cannot See: Concrete Tools to 

Strengthen Analysis and Argument 

Alana Morris, Spring Branch ISD

Friday

2/18
3:00pm-4:00pm

Intentional Planning for a Student-Led Classroom 

Nicola Hart, Frisco ISD 
Celeste Parker, Frisco ISD 
Jennifer Schroeder, Frisco ISD

Friday

2/18
3:00pm-4:00pm

Conducting Challenging Conversations in the Classroom* 

Shanna Morgan, Katy ISD

Friday

2/18
3:00pm-4:00pm

Reducing Anxiety, Increasing Agency: Fostering a Growth-Minded 

Culture in the ELA Classroom* 

Susan Henson, Central Texas National Writing Project 
Allison Gulamhussein, George Washington University

Saturday  

2/19
10:30am-11:30am

#IntegrateIt: Using Social Media to Build Literacy and Social-

Emotional Skills* 

Elizabeth Etter, Katy ISD 
Kimberly Crandall, Katy ISD

Saturday  

2/19
10:30am-11:30am

Pathei-Mathos: Building Resilience in Our Students Through Classic 

Texts to    Un-derstand How Our Ancestors Suffered Into Truth 

David Wampach, Fort Worth ISD

Saturday  

2/19
10:30am-11:30am

Grief and Perseverance Through Writers Workshop* 

Doug Frank, Rockwall ISD

Saturday  

2/19
1:30pm-2:30pm

Get Vulnerable: Using Skills-Based Learning as a Vehicle for 

Connecting to Kids in the ELA Classroom* 

Devon Kitch, La Porte ISD

Saturday  

2/19
3:00pm-4:00pm

Analysis Now: Reaching Writers Where They Live 

Priscilla Moore, The Kinkaid School

Saturday  

2/19
3:00pm-4:00pm

Flipping the Narrative: Turning Learning Loss Into Learning Gains by 

Authentically Preassessing Student Needs During a Pandemic 

Tony Perez, Northside ISD 
Tracy Winstead, Northside ISD 
Maria Hernandez, Northside ISD

*Prerecorded session is available for virtual attendees.

GIFTED AND TALENTED STRAND SUMMARY
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TCTELA is an approved CPE Provider

Provider ID 500444

TEXAS COUNCIL OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

February 18-20, 2022

This is to certify that

                                                                                 

has attended each checked session. Sessions are equivalent to one or one and one-half hours of continuing education.

Amanda Palmer, TCTELA President

Sessions in red are livestreamed. Highlighted sessions are prerecorded for those joining virtually.Highlighted sessions are prerecorded for those joining virtually.

TEXAS BOARD OF EDUCATION CERTIFICATION VERIFICATION FORM

FRIDAY TEA (1 HOUR CPE)

___ TEA Reading Language Arts Update 

CONCURRENT SESSION A (1 HOUR CPE)

___ All Right, Alright, I’ll Write, All Write Already—Gamification All Right, Alright, I’ll Write, All Write Already—Gamification 
That Is Not the SamificationThat Is Not the Samification

___ Students Cannot Argue What They Cannot See: Concrete 
Tools to Strengthen Analysis and Argument

___ The Time for Equity
___ Dual Language Assessments: An Asset-Based Approach Dual Language Assessments: An Asset-Based Approach 

(Amplify) (Amplify)                
___ Take the Pressure Off With Open Educational ResourcesTake the Pressure Off With Open Educational Resources
___ Exploring Poetry to Amplify Our Voices: Using Mentor Texts to 

Create Spaces for Students to Courageously Express Bravery 
and Joy

___ Accepting the Challenge of Antiracist Education: How 
to Teach Standard English Without Reinforcing Racial 
Hierarchies 

___ Diversity Builds Strength and Resilience in Students

FRIDAY PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT LUNCHEON 
(1 HOUR CPE)

___ My Best Friend Poetry: How Poetry Helps Us Live Our Lives 
(Naomi Shihab Nye)

FRIDAY GENERAL SESSION (1 HOUR CPE)

___ Four Essential Studies: Beliefs and Practices to Reclaim 
Student Agency (Kelly Gallagher)

CONCURRENT SESSION B (1 HOUR CPE)

___ Coaching and the Impact on Building Teacher Agency
___ Intentional Planning for a Student-Led Classroom
___ Literature Circles in a Digital WorldLiterature Circles in a Digital World
___ Researched and Evidence-Based Best Practices and Researched and Evidence-Based Best Practices and 

Implementation Strategies That Accelerate Learning Implementation Strategies That Accelerate Learning 
Focused on the New Integrated Reading-Writing STAAR Focused on the New Integrated Reading-Writing STAAR 
Assessments (Summit K12)Assessments (Summit K12)

___ Student Ownership of Learning: Stepping Up to the  Student Ownership of Learning: Stepping Up to the 
StandardStandard

___ Conducting Challenging Conversations in the ClassroomConducting Challenging Conversations in the Classroom
___ This Is Hard! Navigating Satire and Archaic Language
___ Reducing Anxiety, Increasing Agency: Fostering a Growth-Reducing Anxiety, Increasing Agency: Fostering a Growth-

Minded Culture in the ELA Classroom Minded Culture in the ELA Classroom 

FRIDAY WORKSHOP (1 HOUR CPE)

___ Building Muscles While Playing the Game: How Sustained 
Skills Practice Can Boost Confidence and Support Growth 
(Kate Roberts)

SATURDAY - GENERAL SESSION (1 HOUR CPE)

___ Using Story to Fuel the Pursuit of Justice (Julia E. Torres)

CONCURRENT SESSION C (1 HOUR CPE)

___ #IntegrateIt: Using Social Media to Build Literacy and #IntegrateIt: Using Social Media to Build Literacy and 
Social-Emotional SkillsSocial-Emotional Skills

___ Connection, Not Correction: Using the SEL Lens to 
Effectively Teach Grammar

___ Teach Like Tik Tok—Reaching ADHD Students and 
Engaging the Whole Class

http://www.tctela.org
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TEXAS BOARD OF EDUCATION CERTIFICATION VERIFICATION FORM  (CONTINUED)

CONCURRENT SESSION C (1 HOUR CPE) (CONTINUED)

___ How to Eat an Elephant: Making Writing Portfolios How to Eat an Elephant: Making Writing Portfolios 
Digestible (bulb Digital Portfolios)Digestible (bulb Digital Portfolios)

___ Pathei-Mathos: Building Resilience in Our Students 
Through Classic Texts to Understand How Our Ancestors 
Suffered Into Truth

___ Grief and Perseverance Through Writers WorkshopGrief and Perseverance Through Writers Workshop
___ Classroom Practices That Promote Resilient Readers and Classroom Practices That Promote Resilient Readers and 

WritersWriters
___ Strengthening Academic Conversations to Strengthen 

Academic Achievement

SATURDAY PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT LUNCHEON  
(1 HOUR CPE)

___ We Are Not Alone: Finding Community in the World of 
Books (Minh Lê)

CONCURRENT SESSION D (1 HOUR CPE)

___ The Changing Face of Student Writing: How to Leverage 
the Digital Writing Students Already Do

___ Scaffolding Conversations to Support, Stretch, and  Spark Scaffolding Conversations to Support, Stretch, and  Spark 
Readers Readers 

___ PD2Teach: A Resource for Learning About Conferring
___ Equity in Assessment and Grading Practices: Tackling Equity in Assessment and Grading Practices: Tackling 

Mindset and Taking a Standards-Based ApproachMindset and Taking a Standards-Based Approach
___ Rules of Engagement: Workstations in the Secondary RLA 

Classroom
___ Challenge Accepted: Writing forChallenge Accepted: Writing for English in Texas English in Texas in Times  in Times 

of Changeof Change
___ From Japanese Ikigai to Great Writing: Exploring College/

Career Through Narratives, Research, and Culturally 
Relevant Conversation 

___ A Dynamic, UNSTOPPABLE: Interventions for Sustaining A Dynamic, UNSTOPPABLE: Interventions for Sustaining 
Resilience in Multilingual Learners and the Educators Who Resilience in Multilingual Learners and the Educators Who 
Serve ThemServe Them

___ Get Vulnerable: Using Skills-Based Learning as a Vehicle Get Vulnerable: Using Skills-Based Learning as a Vehicle 
for Connecting to Kids in the ELA Classroom for Connecting to Kids in the ELA Classroom 

CONCURRENT SESSION E (1 HOUR CPE)

___ Save Yourself (And Your Students) by Getting WackySave Yourself (And Your Students) by Getting Wacky
___ Analysis Now: Reaching Writers Where They Live
___ Writers Without Borders: Facilitating Collaborative Writing Writers Without Borders: Facilitating Collaborative Writing 

Camps Across Schools and PandemicsCamps Across Schools and Pandemics
___ Equitable Strategies to Support Emergent Bilingual 

Students
___ Flipping the Narrative: Turning Learning Loss Into Learning 

Gains by Authentically Preassessing Student Needs During 
a Pandemic

___ LITTLE Leaders—Advocacy in Early Childhood
___ Poetry With Strength and Resilience to Overcome Poetry With Strength and Resilience to Overcome 

ChallengesChallenges

SATURDAY WORKSHOP (1 HOUR CPE)

___ Students’ Right to Read in an Era of Censorship

EVENING EVENT (1 HOUR CPE)

___ Poetry Reading

SUNDAY TEA (1 HOUR CPE)

___ TEA: Reading Language Arts Assessment Update

SUNDAY WORKSHOP (1 HOUR CPE)

___ When the World Hands You a Curriculum (Sara Ahmed)

TCTELA is an approved CPE Provider

Provider ID 500444

TEXAS COUNCIL OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

February 18-20, 2022

This is to certify that

                                                                                 

has attended each checked session. Sessions are equivalent to one or one and one-half hours of continuing education.

Amanda Palmer, TCTELA President

Sessions in red are livestreamed. Highlighted sessions are prerecorded for those joining virtually.Highlighted sessions are prerecorded for those joining virtually.

http://www.tctela.org
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EXIBITOR LIST

Company Description Website

Amplify A pioneer in K12 education since 2000, Amplify is leading the way in next-
generation curriculum and formative assessment. Our captivating core 
and supplemental programs in ELA, math, and science engage all students 
in rigorous learning and inspire them to think deeply, creatively, and for 
themselves. Our formative assessment products turn data into practical 
instructional support to help students at every skill level build a strong 
foundation in early reading and math. Our programs provide teachers with 
powerful tools that help them understand and respond to the needs of all their 
students. Today, Amplify serves more than five million students in all 50 states.

amplify.com

Bedford, Freeman & 
Worth High School 
Publishers

At Bedford, Freeman & Worth, we’ve built our reputation on producing the 
highest quality materials for AP® courses and a variety of electives, and now 
we’re proud to offer resources for a range of high school courses. With BFW, 
you’ll find what you need for class today: classroom tools that work, extensive 
support for teachers, media that adds value to your classes, and the support 
you need when you need it. Our groundbreaking books and media are based 
on changes in education, in student populations, and in accepted best practices 
for the classroom.

https://www.bfwpub.com/high-school/us

Booksource PK-12 classroom libraries for independent reading, mentor texts, author studies 
and customized collections.

www.booksource.com

bulb Digital 
Portfolios

bulb is a web-based tool where students collect digital evidence of their 
learning (images, videos, documents, audio, embeds) and showcase their 
work beautifully and professionally. Students use a bulb digital portfolio to 
track growth within the 5 components of ELA: listening, speaking, viewing, 
writing, and reading. Students reflect on their curated work which engages 
metacognition and improves student writing outcomes. Teachers can use bulb 
to provide feedback, design lessons, track professional development goals 
and showcase credentials or badges earned. bulb Digital Portfolios are also 
implemented by schools and districts to advance learning and program goals.

my.bulbapp.com

Curriculum 
Associates

Founded in 1969, Curriculum Associates designs researched-based products 
including i-Ready, i-Ready Classroom Mathematics, and Magnetic Reading 
that provide flexible resources that deliver meaningful assessments and data-
driven, differentiated instruction for children. The company’s products and 
outstanding customer service provide teachers and administrators with the 
resources necessary for teaching diverse student populations and fostering 
learning for all students.

www.CurriculumAssociates.com

DMAC Solutions - 
Region 7 ESC

DMAC Solutions® offers cloud-based software to help K-12 schools in Texas. 
Educators have access to a suite of integrated, mobile-friendly applications 
to assist with: state and local data analysis (STAAR & TELPAS); creating and 
administering local assessments online; progress monitoring/interventions 
(Planning Tools/MTSS); Appraisals (T-TESS and T-PESS); LPAC documentation; 
district and campus plans; and much more. Dashboards provide access to 
real-time reports making differentiated instruction and student documentation 
easier. Above all, DMAC is dedicated to providing stellar service, training 
and technical support --- making the implementation of the online tools feel 
effortless.

www.dmac-solutions.net

GF Educators StepUpTEKS.com

hand2mind hand2mind® offers hands-on solutions for grades PreK-8, with educational 
and supplemental materials that enrich teaching and engage students in 
Math, Science, STEM, and Literacy. Our offerings include both traditional 
manipulatives and interactive digital versions. In addition, save time and 
money with our custom solutions designed for your specific needs.

https://www.hand2mind.com

Heinemann 
Publishing

Heinemann is a publisher of professional resources and provider of 
educational services for K-12 educators, including ELL and dual language / 
bilingual. 
www.heinemann.com or 800.225.5800

www.heinemann.com

http://www.tctela.org
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Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt (HMH) is a global learning company, delivering 
connected solutions that engage learners, empower educators and improve 
student outcomes. As a leading provider of K-12 core curriculum, supplemental 
solutions and professional learning services, HMH partners with educators and 
school districts to unlock students’ potential and extend teachers’ capabilities.

hmhco.com

Kelly Education Kelly Education provides instructional staffing support to schools including 
Tutors, Substititutes, Early Childhood, and Special Education Para Educators.

KellyEducation.com

Learning Without 
Tears

www.lwtears.com

Lowman Education 
LLC

Lowman Education resources are simple and effective educational materials 
that make teachers lives easier and improve state test scores. Support content 
knowledge and student achievement with these powerful tools that include 
warm ups, lessons, assignments, exit passes, unit tests, blitz packages and more 
for math, science, history and ELAR.

https://lowmanconsulting.org

Mastery Education Mastery Education, the creators of Measuring Up, is dedicated to providing 
rigorous, TEKS-based supplemental instruction to support Texas educators and 
students.

https://masteryeducation.com

Membean, Inc. We know the transformative effect a strong vocabulary has on student 
reading, writing, and academic confidence. Membean is an online multi-modal 
vocabulary program that meets students at their unique ability level, from 
GT to ELL. Students can access Membean from any device for differentiated, 
personalized vocabulary instruction that saves teachers time. The teacher 
dashboard offers detailed usage reports and differentiated assessments, saving 
teachers valuable planning and instruction time. Come check out a demo, say 
hello, and learn how students in 40,000+ classrooms develop long-term word 
retention with Membean.

www.membean.com

NoRedInk NoRedInk provides a comprehensive, adaptive, mastery-based writing 
curriculum for grades 5-12 that is aligned with the TEKS. NoRedInks writing 
platform supports teachers in weaving together the explicit instruction, 
repeated practice, and targeted feedback necessary to develop students into 
strong writers. NoRedInk guides students through the entire writing process, 
from pre-writing to revision. Along the way, students receive just-in-time 
support with interactive tutorials, model writing, and self-reflection questions. 
At any point in the process, teachers can reinforce specific writing skills with 
NoRedInks targeted practice exercises. These engaging exercises incorporate 
students interests and give students instant feedback. Teachers can also draw 
on NoRedInks library of instructional resources including customizable rubrics, 
writing prompts, and sample lesson plans.

www.noredink.com

Perfection Learning Perfection Learning is a leading publisher of curriculum materials. A growing 
line of popular and award-winning programs cover literature, writing and 
grammar, vocabulary, speech, debate, drama, and test preparation.

perfectionlearning.com

QEP Professional 
Books

Your one source for professional books from popular publishers, such as 
Corwin Press, Scholastic, Stenhouse, Heinemann Professional, ASCD, and more. 
QEP has been in business over 35 years as a one-stop shopping source of 
professional and classroom books for educators in Texas.

qepbooks.com

Savvas Learning 
Company

At Savvas, we believe learning should inspire. By combining new ideas, new 
ways of thinking, and new ways of interacting, we design next-generation K-12 
learning solutions that help all students discover their greatness. Our award-
winning, standards-aligned programs  developed by leading authors and  
educators and used by more than 40 million students  leverage the power of 
adaptive learning and advanced technology to deliver immersive, personalized 
and engaging content that maximizes learning, anytime, anywhere. To learn 
more, visit Savvas Learning Company.

www.savvas.com

Sirius Education 
Solutions

Sirius is a Texas-based educational publisher that provides innovative and 
effective digital and print STAAR test prep resources for Grades 3-8 and EOC 
courses.

http://www.siriuseducationsolutions.com

EXIBITOR LIST  (CONTINUED)
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EXIBITOR LIST  (CONTINUED)

SpringBoard/
College Board

SpringBoard is a different kind of instructional program for grades 612. 
Developed by teachers for teachers, SpringBoard offers core instructional 
materials in print and digital form that are aligned to College and Career 
Readiness Standards, Advanced Placement (AP) coursework, and the SAT Suite 
of Assessments. The program features student materials, teacher resources, 
and formative and summative assessments, as well as professional learning 
for teachers and administrators. SpringBoard was built around a simple belief: 
if you give teachers the best materials, engaging methods, and ongoing 
professional support, then student success will surely follow.

https://springboard.collegeboard.org/
benefits-ela

Summit K12 From English learners and students struggling to read or write to those who 
just need a little extra practice to master concepts and gain confidence ahead 
of TELPAS, Summit K12s online, TEKS-based supplemental curriculum will 
close gaps and ensure growth for all students. Our highly engaging interactive 
content encourages students to practice and build their skills, whether theyre 
learning at home or in person.

https://www.summitk12.com

Texas A&M 
University-
Commerce

Texas A&M University-Commerce transforms lives through its mission to 
Educate. Discover. Achieve. A&M-Commerce is a proud member of the Texas 
A&M University System. Located just east of Dallas, the university offers 45+ 
accredited, nationally recognized graduate programs, including doctoral and 
master’s degrees, graduate certificates, and educator certifications. Many 
of our programs are customized for busy, working professionals and can be 
completed 100% online.

www.tamuc.edu

Texas Holocaust, 
Genocide, and 
Antisemitism 
Advisory 
Commission

The mission of the Texas Holocaust, Genocide, and Antisemitism Advisory 
Commission is to bring awareness of the Holocaust, genocides, and 
antisemitism to Texas students, educators, and the general public by ensuring 
availability of resources and advising on relevant matters.

https://thgaac.texas.gov

Texas Poetry Out 
Loud & Texas Center 
for the Book

Learn about free ELA programs offered by Texas State Agencies! Texas Poetry 
Out Loud is part of a free national poetry memorization and recitation contest 
for high school students, ideal to help students become closer readers and 
interpreters of poetry. The national winner receives a $20,000 scholarship. The 
program is conducted in Texas by the Texas Commission on the Arts. 
 
The Texas Center for the Book was established to stimulate public interest in 
books, reading, libraries and encourage the study of the written word to more 
than 26 million Texas residents. It offers programs like Letters About Literature, 
a free reading/writing contest for 4th-12th graders.

http://www.arts.texas.gov/initiatives/
poetry-out-loud

The University of 
Texas at Tyler

Department of Literature and Languages

The Writing 
Academy

Teach BIG is home to The Writing Academy and Tap and Think Reading. We 
provide tactile, kinesthetic reading and writing curriculum that is TEKs and 
assessment aligned. Through professional development, student camps, and 
daily curriculum students, teachers, and administrators will journey through 
ELAR like never before.

www.teachbig.com

University of 
Houston-Downtown 
M.A. in Rhetoric and 
Composition

https://www.uhd.edu/academics/
humanities/graduate-programs/masters-
arts-rhetoric-composition/Pages/marc-
index.aspx

University of 
Houston-Main 
Campus Online M.A.

Writer’s Workbench Helping students become better writers; helping teachers helping their 
students.

writersworkbench.com

http://www.tctela.org
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