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QUICK NEWS

Bargaining News
South Sound 911 ratified a new 

3-year contract on Dec. 30.

Business Rep. Ryan Jarman and 
Shop Steward Brandy Clift spent 

17 hours explaining the new 
contract to members.

City of Tacoma will be voting on a 
4-year contract in Feb.

Scholarships
The Pierce County Central 

Labor Council is still accepting 
applications for the Jerry 

Beckendorf Community Service 
Scholarship for 2016.

Application deadline March 14

The James R. Hoffa Memorial 
Scholarship Fund is now 

accepting applications for 
scholarship awards.

Scholarships are available for High 
School seniors who are children 

or dependents of Teamster 
members.

Application deadline March 31

Details for all scholarships are 
available at Teamsters117.org

Other
Local 117 worked to help pass 
street repair legislation in the 
City of Tacoma that will add 

around 17 new Teamsters jobs.

Thank you for your membership 
in Teamsters Local 117

COMMITTED TO MY UNION
Julie Yust 
Local 117 Shop Steward 

On Monday, January 11, 
the Supreme Court heard 
oral argument in a case - 
Friedrichs v. the California 

Teachers Association - that could have 
sweeping implications for working 
families in Washington and across this 
country.

At stake is whether we as correctional 
employees, police officers, firefighters, 
nurses, teachers, and other public 
servants in our cities and counties can 
continue to powerfully stand together 

to negotiate fair wages and benefits for 
our families.
The Friedrichs case is being bankrolled 
by wealthy special interests – the 
same groups that have helped pass 
so-called “right-to-work” (for less) 
laws in a number of states and rolled 
back collective bargaining rights in 
Wisconsin.

The impact of these laws has been 
profound. For the first time in decades, 
the majority of Americans do not 
belong to the middle class. Working 
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A MESSAGE FROM 

JOHN SCEARCY
SECRETARY-TREASURER, 
TEAMSTERS LOCAL 117

H appy New Year to you 
and your family.

As we look forward to 
2016, our Union faces 

some exciting challenges, but also a 
serious threat. A Supreme Court case 
– Friedrichs v the California Teachers 
Association - could weaken the ability 
for Local 117 members in the public 
sector to stand together and preserve 
their hard-fought wages and benefits.

The Friedrichs case is being funded 
by wealthy special interests who are 
trying to maximize profits for big 
corporations at the expense of middle 
class families. If they are successful, 
our ability to speak out for family 
wages and good benefits will become 
much more difficult.

Whatever the outcome of Friedrichs, 

the case raises an important question 
that gets to the heart of what we stand 
for as union members: 

Will we succumb to wealthy special 
interests and abandon our union 
membership as radical groups like the 
Freedom Foundation will likely ask us 
to do? Or will we stick together, stand 
up for what we believe in, and reaffirm 
our commitment to our union and to 
each other? 

As union members, we share many 
core values.  We want an economy 
that works for all of us – not just 
the wealthiest 1 percent. We want 
fair wages to raise a family, safe and 
healthy communities, a dignified 
retirement, and respect. 

We can best secure and promote these 
values by sticking together. 

To give you an opportunity to discuss 
these issues, we’ve started a new 
project. It’s called Every Voice Counts. 
The idea is to conduct member-to-
member interviews across our Union to 
talk about what matters most to you, 
the ongoing threats to unions, and how 
we can work together to build unity and 
strength. 

To schedule your interview, talk 
to your Shop Steward.  You can 
also visit our new website at 
FamilyStrengthCommunity.org to learn 
more. 

Thank you for your service to our 
community and thank you for being a 
member of Teamsters Local 117.

TEAMSTERS 117 $50 TICKETS INCLUDES:
- DELICIOUS DINNER
- GAMING CHIPS (RE-BUYS POSSIBLE)
- TWO BEVERAGE TICKETS
- DANCING WITH LIVE DJ
- ELIGIBLE FOR RAFFLE ITEMS
- GRAND PRIZE (COME AND FIND OUT)
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT TEAMSTERS117.ORG
OR FROM YOUR BUSINESS REPRESENTATIVE

SATURDAY, APRIL 16 - 8PM
TEAMSTERS HALL, TUKWILA

Questions? Contact CETRIS TUCKER at 206-441-4860 
ext. 1263 or ABE TUCKER at 206-441-6060
Sponsored by the Teamsters National Black Caucus - Pacific NW Chapter



PUBLIC SERVICE MATTERS LOBBY DAY
Monday, February 15, 2016 at 9:00 AM
Washington State Labor Council - Olympia, WA
906 Columbia St. SW

Join us as we meet with our representatives to discuss critical legislation 
for working families and how to recognize the work of public employees. We 
will be meeting at the Washington State Labor Council at 9 a.m. for a short 
training before heading over to the Capitol for our meetings with legislators.

For more information, contact Dustin Lambro at 206-794-2606
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people are struggling just to get by.

In anticipation of the Friedrichs 
decision, radical groups like the 
Freedom Foundation are trying to 
confuse us into abandoning our union 
membership. Don’t be fooled! The 
Freedom Foundation has a track record 
of attacking working families and 
trying to undermine our unions.

I also wanted to let you know about 
an exciting new project. It’s our Every 
Voice Counts campaign. The idea is for 
members to interview other members 
to find out what matters most to them, 
talk about the ongoing threats to 
unions, and to continue to build unity 
and strength.

Only by standing together and re-
affirming our commitment to each 
other can we as union members 
preserve our hard-fought wages 
and benefits, raise standards in 
our jobs, and serve and protect our 
communities.

To learn more, visit our new website at 
www.FamilyStrengthCommunity.org 
and share it with your co-workers.

Thank you for working together to 
make our Union strong.

Julie Yust is a Local 117 Shop Steward 
at the Tacoma-Pierce County Health 
Department.

2016 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
SUPPORT FAIR AND SUSTAINABLE REVENUE
Pass a Capital Gains Tax
Our economy is out of balance. The middle class is shrinking and 
working families are shouldering a heavier tax burden while rules have 
been manipulated to favor big corporations and the wealthiest 1%. We 
need tax reform to ensure fairness for working families and so that 
the legislature can meet its obligations to public safety and education.  
The capital gains bill proposed last session would have generated a 
projected $798 million in revenue for 2017. Forty-one other states all 
tax capital gains.

SUPPORT HEALTHY PREGNANCY FOR WOMEN
Pass the Pregnant Workers Fairness Act
Women shouldn’t have to choose between a healthy pregnancy and 
their livelihoods. This law will protect pregnant workers by requiring 
employers to provide reasonable work accommodations during 
pregnancy, such as temporary reassignment to light duty, additional 
bathroom breaks, and flexible scheduling for prenatal appointments. 
It would also prohibit employers from requiring pregnant workers 
to take paid or unpaid leave instead of providing reasonable job 
modifications. 

SHARED PROSPERITY FOR EVERYONE
Rebuilding the Middle Class

Teamsters Local 117 is part of a broad-based coalition supporting 
efforts to create an economy that works for all of us – not just big 
corporations and the wealthiest 1%. Our goal is to rebuild the middle 
class, protect and invests in jobs with dignity, and defend against 
attacks meant to weaken the rules that support working families. We 
will be supporting public policy that:
• Defends our state’s pension system
• Protects our workers’ compensation system
• Supports paid family leave
• Supports Family and Medical Leave Insurance
• Supports safety for dairy workers
• Support ban-the-box legislation
• Supports the Voting Rights Act
• Ends wage theft

Friedrichs v. California 
Teachers Association

At stake: The case could have a 
severe impact on the ability of 
public employees to collectively 
bargain for wages and working 
conditions. A negative decision 
would make it harder for working 
people to come together, speak 
up for each other, and negotiate 
to make the rules about benefits, 
hours and wages more fair.

A decision is expected in June.

committed cont. from p.1



MARK YOUR CALENDARS:

SOUTH SOUND LEADERS MEET TO PROMOTE FAMILY, STRENGTH, AND COMMUNITY

Family. Strength. Community. Those 
are our values as union members.

Teamsters in our South Sound shops 
met in Tacoma on January 9 to talk 
about how to promote those values. 

“We want to find out what matters 
most to members so that we can 
continue to build strength through 
our commitment to each other and 
our communities,” said John Scearcy, 
Secretary-Treasurer of Teamsters 
Local 117.

To accomplish that goal, we’re 
conducting Every Voice Counts 
interviews. These are short, one-on-one 
conversations, in which members will 
be interviewing other members about 

ways to build unity in their workplace.

Our commitment to each other is 
important, especially now, with the 
ongoing attacks on working families.

Wealthy special interests have 
dismantled laws that protect union 
members in Wisconsin, and elsewhere. 
They are also behind a pending 
Supreme Court case - Friedrichs 
v. California Teachers Association 
that could lead to a union-hostile 
environment for members in public 
sector workplaces across the country. 
(See who’s funding the Friedrichs case 
at FamilyStrengthCommunity.org)

If the Court rules against unions in the 
case, a “freeloader” dynamic would 

arise.  Members could abandon their 
union membership, but continue to 
receive all of the benefits of union 
representation without having to pay 
for it.  Unions would lose resources, 
and the membership as a whole would 
suffer. The Court heard oral argument 
in the case on January 11.

“I’m new to the Teamsters,” said Tracy 
Lyons, a Shop Steward from South 
Sound 911 who attended Saturday’s 
training. “For our job - we’re making life 
and death decisions every day - there’s 
an important protection that the Union 
provides. We need to make sure that it 
stays that way.”

For more information visit 
FamilyStrengthCommunity.org 

FEBRUARY

17 - Membership Meeting
7P - Tukwila

16 - Casino Night
8P - Tukwila

MARCH APRIL

FOLLOW TEAMSTERS LOCAL 117 ON SOCIAL MEDIA
This newsletter was created 
with Union Labor - PZ, IBT-117

BUILDING SOUTH SOUND UNITY

12 - Shop Steward Seminar
7:30A - WA St. Convention Center

15 - Public Sector Lobby Day
9A - Olympia - Washington 
State Labor Council

2 - Veterans Caucus
9A - Tukwila


