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FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIAThank you for your membership 
in Teamsters Local 117

Our Union has been on an 
organizing tear. Over the past two 
years, we have brought over 900 new 
members into the union. 

Bus drivers, parking attendants, 
clerical staff, warehouse workers, 
municipal professionals, dentists, 
construction-industry workers and 
many others – they are all new 
members of Teamsters 117.

We have organized in the 
traditional way – through NLRB and 
PERC election wins in the public and 
private sector.

We have also used innovative 
strategies to give a voice to taxi and 
other for-hire drivers who are classified 
as independent contractors.

Under Secretary-Treasurer John 
Scearcy’s leadership, we have received 
national attention, helping author a 
groundbreaking Seattle law giving 
thousands of Uber and Lyft drivers 

collective bargaining rights.
“The work Local 117 has led 

organizing Uber, Lyft and other drivers 
is world-class, cutting edge,” said 
Nicole Grant, Secretary-Treasurer of 
the M.L. King County Labor Council. “It 
proves everything is on the table and 
our movement is not going to leave a 
single worker behind when it comes to 
the fight for dignity and respect in the 
workplace.”

Scearcy credits the success to 
hardworking staff and a deliberate 
focus on organizing to complement 
strong representation.

“In the last two years, we’ve 
added four new organizers to join 
our excellent representational staff,” 
Scearcy said. “Our staff works 
incredibly hard and is dedicated 
to building a better future for our 
members and their families.”

Grant says solid leadership 

has made the difference as well. 
“Leadership is the reason Teamsters 
Local 117 is so successful. The head 
of their Union, John Scearcy, has street 
credibility, dedication, and a kind heart 
– an unstoppable mixture in Union 
leadership.”

Our growth bucks a national trend 
of decline in unionized workers.

In addition to organizing wins, we 
have also achieved some key victories 
in Olympia this year. We passed a 
bill extending assault benefits for 
corrections’ members and secured 
interest arbitration rights for upcoming 
DOC contract negotiations.

“As a member of Local 117, we 
know we are part of a strong union,” 
said Sergeant Ed Duncan, a Shop 
Steward at the Cedar Creek Corrections 
Center. “We support each other, even if 
we come from different industries, and 
we always have each other’s backs.”
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A MESSAGE FROM 

JOHN SCEARCY
SECRETARY-TREASURER, 
TEAMSTERS LOCAL 117

When I first became a 
Teamster at West Coast 
Grocery (SuperValu) 25 
years ago, I never could 
have imagined one day 

I'd lead the second largest Teamsters 
Local in the country. Having been 
raised in poverty, my first contract gave 
me the one item I had always lacked - 
certainty. It gave me the ability to plan 
a better life for my family.

Today, little has changed. A strong 
union provides working people 
the dignity they deserve at work. 
A contract provides you the same 
guarantees that allowed me to plan for 
my future.

I am proud to say that over the past 
year we have intensified our fight 
for family wages and better working 
conditions for all members of 
Teamsters Local 117. We have brought 
in hundreds of new members through 
our organizing victories. We also 

continue to give a voice to thousands 
of taxi and Uber drivers in Seattle who 
lack collective bargaining rights.

Behind each of these numbers 
is a hardworking member of our 
community who is doing everything 
he/she can to put food on the table for 
their family. Even with a union contract 
it is becoming harder to make ends 
meet. Union membership is at the 
lowest level in nearly 80 years. It’s my 
view that unless unions put the power 
back into the hands of the members, 
we will continue to see our livelihoods 
slipping away.

As I reflect on my first year as the 
Secretary-Treasurer of your Union, I 
see the power of an engaged union 
membership. My vision is to bring the 
union back into the shops. Through 
an unrelenting focus on listening 
to members, I want to forge a new 
chapter in our union’s history.

At a time when the future of organized 
labor may seem more uncertain than 
ever, I am dedicating my life to giving 
future generations the same promise 
that I had when I was handed my first 
union contract.

Thank you for everything you do and, as 
always, thank you for being a member of 
Teamsters Local 117.

"A STRONG UNION 
PROVIDES WORKING 
PEOPLE THE DIGNITY 
THEY DESERVE AT WORK."

John Scearcy, 
Secretary-Treasurer

4TH ANNUAL TEAMSTERS LOCAL 117 

CAR & BIKE 
SHOW

TEAMSTERS HALL | SATURDAY JUNE 18 | 9:30 A.M.

Rods, customs, classics, and choppers will be on display 
at this family friendly event. There will be prizes, a raffle, 
goodie bags, cheap grub, and a bouncy house for the kids. 

Cost per vehicle is $20 (day of show), $15 (pre-registration) 
$10 (retiree). The event is free if you’re coming to browse. 
Proceeds benefit the Local 117 Solidarity Scholarship.



GROCERY AND DOC BUILD SOLIDARITY
DOC members visited other Local 117 Teamsters working in our grocery warehouses

Three DOC members on our 
Union’s bargaining team headed out 
after bargaining in April to visit other 
Local 117 Teamsters working in our 
grocery warehouses.

Together with Secretary-Treasurer 
John Scearcy and Vice President 
Marcus Williams, the DOC group 
walked the floor at SuperValu in 
Tacoma and at our Safeway produce 
shop in Auburn.  

The members from different 
industries were able to connect and 
learn about each others’ work.

“It gave us a good understanding 
of where they’re coming from and what 
their work environment is,” said Shawn 

Piliponis, a counselor at the Larch 
Corrections Center in Yacolt. “Hearing 
the stories about how their time is 
always accounted for down to the 
minute was an eye-opener.”

Secretary-Treasurer Scearcy and 
the DOC team took the opportunity 
to relay information about the DOC 
bargaining process. They urged 
the grocery Teamsters to call the 
legislature, when the time comes, to 
support funding the DOC contract.

Our grocery members learned 
that they have strong allies at the DOC 
should they run into trouble securing 
their own contracts.

“This was a great experience,” said 

Jeremy Sheldon of CBCC. “It shows the 
solidarity as far as public and private 
sector realizing the struggles that we 
both have - and that we’ve got each 
others’ backs.” 
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CARE TRANSIT 
DRIVERS JOIN 
LOCAL 117

On Wednesday, March 23 drivers 
at Care Transit voted overwhelmingly 
to join Teamsters Local 117. The 13 
drivers stood together to win a voice at 
work and improve working conditions.

“I am happy that we won our 
union. I’m proud to join my coworkers 
in standing up for our rights,” said 
driver Noureddine Lakhdar.

Care Transit provides Metro 
ACCESS paratransit bus service 
for disabled individuals throughout 
King County, as a subcontractor for 

Transdev. Care Transit drivers join 
more than 260 Transdev drivers who 
voted to join Local 117 last December.

Since 2014, workers at Animal 
Supply, Americold, Impark, ICS, Mutual 
Materials, Uber, Lyft, Google, Facebook, 

the City of Black Diamond, and others 
have come together to fight for a voice 
in the workplace.

Congratulations to Care Transit 
drivers - new members of Teamsters 
117. Let’s welcome them to our union!

Local 117 Secretary-Treasurer John Scearcy leads 
DOC members on a tour of a grocery facility.



MARK YOUR CALENDARS:

BUILDING POWER AT KING CO. 
Every Voice Counts project grows at King County 

The King Street Center was 
buzzing in April, as Teamsters at King 
County met to share ideas and voice 
their concerns about the workplace 
as a part of our Every Voice Counts 
project.

Members grabbed lunch, then sat 
together in small groups to exchange 
ideas. Many issues were brought to 
the table, including the need for the 
County to recognize longevity, provide 
equitable wages and benefits, and limit 
the number of temps.

Members also received the latest 
update from the ongoing total comp 
negotiations.

Our goal with this project is for 
member leaders to listen to their co-
workers about how to build a better 

workplace and a stronger union. So far, 
dozens of King County Teamsters have 
participated in the project.

“It’s important to have union 
representation because of the political 
environment we’re facing,” said 
Lisa Longdon, a Shop Steward from 
the King County Professional and 
Technical group. “There needs to be 
a voice for the people, which is the 
union.”

We will be continuing to organize 
lunchtime events at King County for 
the next several months. If you would 
like to schedule your Every Voice 
Counts interview, talk to your Shop 
Steward, your Business Rep. Suzette 
Dickerson, or contact Karen Estevenin 
at 206-441-4860 ext. 1244. 

18 - Car and Bike Show
9:30A -  Teamsters Hall

JUNE JULY

FOLLOW TEAMSTERS LOCAL 117 ON SOCIAL MEDIA
This newsletter was created 
with Union Labor - PZ, IBT-117

Membership Meetings
North -  6/14 - 7 pm, Seattle
General -  6/16 - 7 pm, Tukwila 
South -  6/22 - 7 pm, Tacoma

6/27-7/1 - IBT Convention
Las Vegas, NV

30-31 - Ethnic Fest
Wright Park, Tacoma

LOCAL 117

Member Stories
Read more stories at 

FamilyStrengthCommunity.org/stories

Without a union, we 
wouldn’t have been able to 
improve the lives of 46-50 

people working at ICS.”
Efrain Name

Industrial Container Services

The closer we get to 
finishing negotiations, the 
more excited people are.”

Sherrie Tinner
Driver at TransDev

“The Teamsters are good for 
us and have already helped 

us a lot.”
Awgaw Fanta

Impark


