‘Teamsters local rocked

by insider allegations
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The secretary-treasurer of a Ham-
ilton-based Teamsters local isal-
leging corruption and the misuse
ofnearly $250,000in union duesin

abombshellletter tomembers.
The International Brotherhood |

of Teamsters is investigating the
unsubstantiated accusations in
Tyler Kernaghan's letter to mem-

quartered in Hamilton but repre-
sents 6,000 workers [rom Tober-
mory to Niagara in industries like
manufacturing, construction and
transportation.

No report related to the matter
had been filed with Hamilton po-
lice as of Friday afternoon, said
spokesperson Sergeant Terri-
Lynn Collings.

Teamsters Canada is taking the
riously,” said national communi-
“It's not a hoax, it'snot ajoke ... un-
fortunately, it's not,” he said, add-
ing the late August letter caught
national union leaders off guard.
“Once we were informed, we took
action right away.”

Lacroix said theallegations will
be reviewed by the Washington,

D.C.-based legal counsel of the In-

ternational Brotherhood of Team-
ngxpccts"inqtﬁries"totnkea

.E. & I

Kernaghan, a full-time execu-
tive with the union, said in an
email to The Spectator he can't
comment further on the matter be-
cause of the union investigation.
“Until it has been completed I'm
unableto respond back,” he said.

In his letter, Kernaghan said the
widely-distributed appeal foran

_investigation comes after he “at-

tempted to deal with these issues
internally ... so we could resolve
the financial problems without
any publicity or fanfare.”

The letter also says Kernaghan
will release documents proving
his allegations to local members if
“no action is taken in a timely
manner” by union leaders.

. Local 879 president John
McCann referred all questions
about the letter to the national
Teamsters office. .

Lacroix said no changes in lead-
ership or day-to-day business are
expected at Local 879 during the
investigation. “They (the IBT) will

“ have to determine what is true and

what is not true,” he zaid. “It's too
early to take any action ... against
any of the individuals involved.”
The Teamsters’ parent organi-
gation is also investigating an open
letter alleging corruption at a Que-
bec union local. The union has ad-
dressed that investigation publicly
on its website, providing a chro-
nology of events and an outline of
next steps. ;




