BLET Chief Takes Sidetrack

Settlement has Hahs stepping down for six months,
federal board will review deal with Teamsters

on M. Hahs, president of the

Teamsters’ Brotherhood of Loco-

motive Engineers and Trainmen, i3

stepping aside for six months
under an agreement to settle union
emberzlernent charges.

A spokesman for the parent Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters, Galen
Munrpe, said under a settlement, Hahs
started an immediate six-month sus-
pension from all union elective offices
and is to repay union funds he was
charged with spending for nonunion
pueposes, That leaves Hahs as “essentially
3 rank-and-file union member” for now,
Munroe said.

The deal strips one of the nation's
largest rall unions of its top leader for the
next half-year, assuming it is approved by
the watchdog independent Review Buard
that monitors certain union issues under
a 1989 consent decree between the gov-
ernment and the Teamsters.

The IRE investigated Hahs’ spending
over several years and recomimended 1o
Teamsters General President James P
Hoffa that Hahs be prosecuted inside
the union for spending more than
$58,000 the union had not authorized,
The spending in 2004 through 2006
included the purchase of Cleveland Cav-
aliers professional baskerball tickets,
travel costs for his wife to join him at
conferences and other events, plus some
other expenses.

Although it removes Hahs from the
prasidency for a time, the action comes at
the end of a year that saw the BLET and
most other rail unions wrap up long-
term contract negotiations with the rail-
road induastry.

Also under the Teamsters organization
is the union for maintenance-of-way or
track repair workers, who joined in those
contract agreements this year,

At the Cleveland, Qhio-based BLET,
Edward W. Rodzwicz s first vice presi-

dent and alternate president, and would
be available to run the train engineers’
enion through the suspension. Hahs and
Rodzwicz were both elected to five-year

The hoard has broad
tatitiide to accept or

reject the setiiement.

terms in September 2001 and re-efected
in June 2008,

There was no immediate word on
when the IRE would eonsider the Hahs
settlenent. )

The board has broad latitude to accept
or reject the settlernent. Its three mem-
bers are former U.5. Attorney General

Benjamin Civiletti, former FBI Dircctor |
William Webaster and former U.S. Attar- ;
ney joseph diGGenova. i

The TRB in September sent Hoffa the’
results of its lengthy probe and related
documents, triggering a 90-day count-
down for the uaion to prosecete and
report bacle,

IRB Administrator John Cronin later
said Hoffa sent the case back to the board
at first, asking 1t to take jurisdicton, after
Hahs's attorney asserted his client could
not get a fair review within the Team-
sters structure.

But the board usually takes cases
involving either senior officers of the
Teamsters union or those pertaining to
organized crime, and it sent the case back
to Hoffa, That would have meant 3 Tesm-
sters' three-person panel would hear the
case Dec. 3 and then male recommenda-
tions 1o FMoffe on appropriate actions, but
instead Mahs and Hoffa signed off on the
settlernent Nov. 28,
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