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After 46 Years in Teamsters Union,
John T. Coli Announces Retirement

Long-Serving President of Teamsters Joint Council 25 to Retire July 31

John T. Coli, who has been a member of the Iaternational Brotherhood of Teamsters since 1971
and served as President of Teamsters Joint Council 25 for more than 15 years, has announced

plans to retire from the union on July 31,

Cob will retire this month after 46 years in the Teamsters. He has been an elected officer of
Teamsters Local 727 since 1981, and has served as the Secretary-Treasurer and Principal Officer
for more than 25 years. He has been a coordinator and officer of the Joint Council for more than
20 years and was elected to two terms as a Teamsters International Vice President.

“Tt is with tremendous reflection and a big heart that [ announce my retirement from the
Teamsters — the greatest union in the world of which [ have been 0 proud to be a member

every day of my life,” Coli said. “After more than 46 vears of membership and service to my
fellow Teamsters, it's time to begin the next chapter. Above all, that includes spending time with
my family. my loving wife of 35 years and my two beautiful grandkids. While I'm so looking
forward 10 quiet nights at home and big family dinners, | will spend my days honored and

forever grateful to this union, for its bedrock principles of equality and justice, and for the chance
I had for nearly five decades to fight as hard as | could for Teamsters everywhere.”

Strzechowski Named New President
Following Coli’s announcement, the Joint Council 25 Executive Board selected Trustee Becky

Strzechowski as the next President of the organization during its meeting on July 10,

Su-..wcl'mwski will hmsneuuﬁrnmman in its 106-year history to serve as President of the
regional body representing more than 100,000 Teamsters across 26 local unions in llineis and
northwest [ndiana. Shcmuhummﬂwjﬁimﬂnnmil‘stmmmmhu:m 1.
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carry John's torch and to keep the Joint Council unificd, implement the miﬂg:i: plan forthe
future he and the staff developed this year, and continue to advance the rights of our members I

llinois and Indiana.”

In 2014, Strzechowski became the first woman to ever serve on the Joint Council 25 Executive
Board when she was named Trustee, She has been the President of Teamsicrs Local 700,
representing mone than 10,000 public employees in Tlinois. since 2012. She previously served as
Local 700 Secretary-Treasurer and was elected 0 a new five-year term as President in 2014.

Strzechowski has served the Teamstiers Union for more than 30 ycars as a member, trustee,
business manager, attorney and elected officer. She graduated at the top of her class from DePa
University, where she also earned her law degree after four years of night school while working
for the union. Currently, she is the Director of the Teamsters Women's Conference and Director
of the Teamsters Human Rights and Diversity Commission. She served as a Teamsters Central
Region Intemational Vice President from 2012-2017.

“Bncl:yﬂn-m\hnmﬁliwiﬂbemimnmwlbl: President for the members and local unions of
Joint Council 25.” Coli said. “1 have no doubt that with her leadership, the future of this historic
and vital organization will burn brighter than it ever has. She cares deeply for our union and its
mmbmlﬂp.md!mmnﬂ&mts]uvdﬂwwkhudmd:ﬂumke the Teamsters Union
even stronger for the next generation.”

Teamsters Joint Council 25 is America’s premier labor union for Iinois and northwest Indiana.




