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Fred Zuckerman 
P.O. Box 9493 
Louisville, KY 40209 
 
Dear Brother Hoffa: 
 
I write to invite you to participate in a debate of candidates for General President, to be held prior to the 
International Convention in late June, where you and I will be nominated.  
 
Teamster members will welcome a chance to hear the candidates for the most important position in our 
great union debate the issues.  
 
Teamsters deserve no less respect than the American people, who expect candidates for US President to 
show up for debates and address the issues people care about.  
 
You and I are the only two announced candidates for General President.  The members deserve to hear 
from us head-to-head.  
 
Our campaigns can agree on an impartial monitor or panel, and a date, prior to the June 27 opening of 
the International Convention.  The debate can be streamed live and then made available for all members 
to see on YouTube.  
 
I’m sure our campaigns can work out these details easily, if you agree to debate the issues before our 
union.  In the past, you have refused to debate and either blocked debates or sent stand-ins to speak for 
you.   
 
The American people would never accept a candidate for political office sending someone else to do the 
talking for them. Teamsters should not be expected to accept debate-ducking from any candidate for 
General President.  
 
After 17 years in office, you should be willing to stand on your record, your platform and plans and to 
debate the issues openly. Rest assured, I am.   
 
Teamster members are concerned about concessionary contracts, pension and healthcare cuts, and 
declining Teamster power. Let’s give the members the debate on the issues that they deserve.  
 
Fraternally,  
 

 
 
Fred Zuckerman 
General President Candidate 


