
MEET THE CANDIDATES
Every Teamster will be mailed a ballot to elect our International Union

leaders this fall. Teamsters United is a broad coalition of candidates who
are running to bring new leadership and a new direction to our union.

Sandy Pope—At-Large VP
Sandy Pope became a freight Teamster in 1979
and has built union power at every level of
Teamster Leadership, including Organizer,
Local Union President, and International Union
Rep. Sandy was the first woman to run for
Teamster General President in 2011.

John Thyer—At-Large VP
John Thyer is the Principal Officer of St. Louis
Local 604. John joined Local 525 in 1974 as a
construction driver. Since 1976, John has been a
carhauler in Local 604 where he became Steward
in 1984, was elected to the Executive Board  in
1987, and has been principal officer since 1994.

Joe Darmento—At-Large VP
Joe Darmento served as Principal Officer of

Local 2727 for nine years and was appointed
International Trustee to Local 19. He has

served as both the Vice President and Trustee
of Joint Council 94. An airline mechanic at

UPS, Joe has been a Teamster for 26 years
and a union member for 47 years.

Willie Ford—At-Large VP
Willie Ford is a 28-year Teamster, Iraqi War

Veteran and proud member of Charlotte 
Local 71. A UPS feeder driver, Willie has
served our union as a Shop Steward and

Local Union Executive Board member. 

Fred Zuckerman—General President
Fred Zuckerman is President of Louisville

Local 89, one of the largest local unions in the
Teamsters, where he has won strong

contracts, protected union standards and
organized nonunion competitors. Fred was a

leader in the Vote No movement against
Hoffa-Hall’s concessionary contracts. He has
served at every level of Teamster leadership

from shop steward to the International Union.

Tim Sylvester—Secretary Treasurer
Tim Sylvester has served our union as a shop

steward, Local Union President, and
International Organizer. As President of 

New York Local 804, Tim took on UPS and
won a strong contract, including more full-time
jobs and a $400/month pension increase with

25 & Out at any age.

Carlos Lizarraga—At-Large VP
Carlos Lizarraga has served as a delegate to
the National Rail Conference since 2004, and
has served as BLET Division 106 Local
Chairman. He is a proud member of America’s
oldest union, the Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers and Trainmen (BLET).

Jerry Yarbrough—At-Large VP
Jerry Yarbrough is a 28-year freight Teamster
who has served our union as a Local Officer
and Chief Steward in Memphis Local 667. He
has been both a road driver and a city driver for
Consolidated Freightways, Yellow, Roadway,
Carolina, and Holland.  

Stan White—At-Large VP
Stan White is the Principal Officer of Oregon
Local 206 in Oregon where he has helped
negotiate industry-leading contracts in the
warehouse industry, including the first master
agreement with Unified Grocers.  

Matt Taibi—Eastern VP
Matt Taibi is the principal officer of Local 251, 

the second largest Teamster local in New
England, representing 5,500 members in diverse

industries, including healthcare, school bus,
public sector, freight, UPS, fuel oil, construction

and other Teamster industries.  
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Tony Jones—Central VP
The President of Local 413 in Columbus, Tony
Jones joined our union 30 years ago as a dock
worker and city driver for Roadway Express, and
was elected Steward after just 2 years on the job.
Local 413 members elected Tony as their
Secretary-Treasurer in 2000 and he was elected
President in 2006.

Bill Frisky—Central VP
Bill Frisky is the Principal Officer of Local 964 in
Cleveland. He first became a Teamster in 1979
with Local 571 as a rigger and machinery mover
before joining Local 964 as a carhauler. 

Avral Thompson—Central VP
Avral Thompson is Vice President of Louisville

Local 89. Avral has served as steward, chief
steward and business agent and represented

warehouse, carhaul and other Teamster
members.

Robert Kopystynsky—Central VP
Robert Kopystynsky, a Chicago Local 710

Teamster, is an elected steward at the CACH,
one of the largest UPS hubs in North America.

John Palmer—Southern VP
John Palmer has been a Teamster for nearly 30
years after serving in the U.S. Army. John served
as a Business Agent in Local 657, before
returning to the IBT organizing department in
2003, where he works organizing new members
into our union. 

Kim Schultz—Southern VP
Kim Schultz, Local 2011, is a 21-year public
employee, a proven organizer, an attorney, and
an effective advocate for the members. She was
a leader on the organizing drive to replace the
ineffective association representing 15,000
Florida Department of Corrections employees.

Dave Bernt—Trustee
Dave Bernt has served as an elected shop

steward to UPS package car drivers and is now a
UPS feeder driver. Dave is an active member of
the local’s Volunteer Organizing Committee and
has assisted Local 705 in organizing over 1,000

new members in Teamster core industries.

Todd Anderson—Trustee
Todd Anderson is the UPS Freight road
steward in Chicago Local 710 where he has
fought subcontracting and other problems
caused by the weak contracts negotiated by
Hoffa-Hall. Anderson worked as a mechanic at
Consolidated Freightways from 1987 until they
closed their doors in 2002. 

Dave Loobie—Trustee
Dave Loobie is an 18-year Teamster and shop
steward representing UPS Teamsters in New

York City. In 2013, he became the first part-timer
in Local 804 history to serve on the UPS contract

supplement bargaining committee. 
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Randy Shepler—Eastern VP
Randy Shepler is an elected Business Agent

with nearly 30 years of experience in our union.
Randy was one of the first part-timers to win

office in Local 30 in Western Pennsylvania. He
will be a strong voice for UPS part-timers and all
members on the IBT General Executive Board.

Bob Randall—Eastern VP
Bob Randall is the President of Local 559 in

Connecticut. He became a Teamster 38 years
ago as a warehouse worker. He served as a
volunteer organizer in the Local’s Organizing

Committee, and went on to become a staff
organizer and Business Agent.

This is Our Campaign
“I’ve joined the Teamsters United Campaign

because business as usual at the IBT isn’t 

working for the members. Make your voice heard

and get involved today.”

Liz Donaldson, Local 135
Cassens, Indianapolis


