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Amidst the Coronavirus pandemic, the Church is faced with new challenges as well as 
opportunities. More than ever, people are aware that we are deeply connected.
The interconnectedness of communities, from Nebraska to Nepal, is more apparent
than it’s ever been. 

This unique time is an opportunity for us to re�ect on how we share in each other’s su�ering, center 

ourselves on God, learn to trust Him more, and rise to the calling that does not expire simply because the 

world is in trouble, but perhaps is even more important now: to demonstrate the radical love of Christ to the 

most vulnerable in our world. 

Join us as we collectively develop an understanding that Christ both su�ers with us, and is with us in our 

su�ering. God has given us His Spirit to comfort us and guide us, but also to call us to action. From that place 

of trust and intimacy with God, we can respond to the calling of His Spirit to love, even to the point of 

sacri�ce, for our neighbors. 

CONTENTS
GOD IS WITH US

1. We are not alone in our su�ering

2. Do not worry

3. Empowered by the holy spirit

WHO IS OUR NEIGHBOR?

1. Our neighbors: those su�ering

2. Our neighbors: those near and far

THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

1. God will redeem all things 

2. Christ is our hope 

3. Go and do likewise 





Isaiah 41:10
So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I 

will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 

Isaiah 40:29
He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. 

Deuteronomy 31:8
The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be 

afraid; do not be discouraged.

God is With Us
WE ARE NOT ALONE IN OUR SUFFERING

“Su�ering can re�ne us rather than destroy us 

because God himself walks with us in the �re.” � 

Timothy Keller, Walking with God through Pain 

and Su�ering

In scripture, we see a pattern of God responding 

when his people experience su�ering. We see it 

when he led the Israelites in a miraculous exodus 

from Egypt, and again when he brought Joseph 

into a place of leadership to save his kinsmen 

from famine. He sent comfort to Shadrach, 

Meshak, and Abednego in the �ery furnace, and 

they came away unscathed. And we frequently 

see it in our work. 

People like our friend Jumana have cried out to 

God to help them in di�cult

circumstances.  

READING

REFLECTION
Jumana and her children live in Hillé Bar, a tiny village 

in Chad on the edge of the Sahara. The river where 

they collect water has dried up and Jumana and the 

other women have to excavate the sandy banks to 

�nd deeper reserves. Their land has turned to dust. 

Her children don’t go to school and never have. 

Jumana must delve deep into the parched earth to 

steal seeds from ants’ nests. She has to dig several feet 

down to �nd the scant harvest. This provides only a 

day’s worth of food for her family. Sometimes they’re 

so weak with hunger, they can’t play or even stand. 

Already, one of Jumana’s children has starved to 

death.

In the words of Isaiah, God has given us a promise 

that we can hold onto in the midst of su�ering: “I am 

with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God.



God is With Us
WE ARE NOT ALONE IN OUR SUFFERING

I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold 

you with my righteous right hand.”

Jumana knows extreme su�ering, and our power-

ful God who created all things and loves His 

creation deeply promises to be with her. Despite 

all of her su�ering, Jumana has hope. God heard 

her prayers; rain came and relieved the drought. 

Now her crops are growing and there is grass to 

feed the livestock.

In times of su�ering, we often have no other 

option than to draw close to God, and in those 

times, we learn what it means to have deeper 

intimacy with him, to depend on him, and to trust 

Him in all things. Without

enduring di�culties and trials, we would never 

have the need to cry out to Him.

And our relationship with Him would never know the 

depths of His love; nor the care and comfort He 

provides in times of great pain and su�ering.  

We serve an all-knowing God, who knows you 

through and through, the very depths of your heart. 

He is aware of every trouble you face, He knows the 

hidden worries that keep you up at night, He hears 

your cries of desperation. 

1. How has your own suffering transformed you?

2. What aspect of God is revealed by the way he responds to those who suffer?

3. What is one thing you wished you had known during a time of pain?

QUESTIONS





Galatians 5:1
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand �rm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by 

a yoke of slavery. 

John 11:38-44
Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. “Take 

away the stone,” he said.

 “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been 

there four days.”

 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”

 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard 

me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the bene�t of the people standing here, that they may 

believe that you sent me.”

 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his 

hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.

 Jesus said to them, “Take o� the grave clothes and let him go.”

Joshua 1:9
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the 

Lord your God will be with you wherever you go. 

2 Corinthians 10:5
We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take 

captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.

God is With Us
DO NOT WORRY

“Worry does not empty tomorrow of its sorrow, it 

empties today of its strength.” 

- Corrie Ten Boom, survivor of the Nazi occupa-

tion.

READING

REFLECTION
Our worries are limitless; we worry over things like 

how much exercise we should be getting, how our 

relationships are doing, how to pay that unexpected 

bill, how we’ll manage to take care of a family 

member who’s fallen ill. 



God is With Us
DO NOT WORRY

Then there are the worries that strike us on a 

grander scale. Devastating �ooding in Indonesia. 

Rising tensions between the US and Iran. Apoca-

lyptic wild�res in Australia. Add to these the 

ongoing humanitarian crises in countries like 

Yemen and Syria – plus a global pandemic that 

has the whole world on lockdown – and the 

outlook seems dismal. Jesus wasn’t lying when he 

said today has enough trouble of its own. 

How can we maintain our peace of mind

at such a time? 

When great uncertainty surrounds us, it is easy to 

fall into a negative, anxious pattern of thinking. 

Yet, when such patterns of thinking persist, not 

only can they rob you of joy and peace, they can 

also lead to

entrapment. Worry is rooted in fear, and usually 

stems from a real or presumed threat to our 

well-being. The trouble with worry is that it always 

focuses on the how instead of focusing on the 

who.

Perhaps this is why Jesus made it very clear that 

we shouldn’t waste time worrying because it 

derails us from trusting in him and creates a 

roadblock to the freedom he promised us. 

When Jesus went to raise Lazarus from the grave, 

Mary protested.

She worried about removing the stone that sealed his 

tomb, as it would release the stench of death. But 

Jesus gives a rebuke: “Did I not tell you that if you 

believe, you will see the glory of God.” He was calling 

Mary to align her thoughts with his promise to bring 

Lazarus back to life.  

By allowing anxiety and stress to prevail in your 

thoughts, you foster worry. Instead of

entertaining your feelings of doubt and fear, you can 

choose to confront those thoughts and submit them 

to God. When we look at our situation through the 

lens of impossibility, we take our eyes o� of our Lord, 

with whom all things are possible. He makes a way 

when we cannot.

The opposite of worry is peace. Jesus is referred to as 

the prince of peace. As his disciples, we ought to 

foster peace in all aspects of our lives. One way to do 

this is to recognize when an intrusive thought comes 

and then yield that thought to the Lord.

We must never forget that we serve a mighty and 

powerful God who is constantly at work in all corners 

of the globe, and despite the 

constant barrage of negative headlines seen in the 

media, the world is brimming with good news. At 

Tearfund, we encounter it all the time. From the 

child-friendly spaces in Bangladesh’s refugee camp, 

we hear stories of healing.



God is With Us
DO NOT WORRY

From the remotest villages in Chad, we hear 

stories of people cultivating an abundance of 

crops. There are countless uplifting stories from 

local churches who are

empowering their communities to rise out

of their circumstances and become resilient.

Right now, our world faces many

uncertainties but no matter what situation we 

face, it is important to remember we have a God 

who loves and cares for us. 

He has told us, “Do not fear, for I am with you”. 

Because of this, we can have courage when facing our 

fear of the unknown, because we trust in an all-know-

ing God who has promised to be with us wherever we 

go.

1. What area of your life is most affected by worry?

2. From where do your thoughts of fear and worry stem?

3. How can you apply the command found in 2 Corinthians 10:5 in your life?
    (“...take captive every thought and make it obedient to Christ.”) 

QUESTIONS





John 8:36
So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 

2 Timothy 1:9
He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but

because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the

beginning of time. 

Ephesians 1:13-14
And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 

When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,

who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to 

the praise of his glory. 

Luke 10:37
The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him,

“Go and do likewise.” 

God is With Us
EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT

 “Faith never knows where it is being led, but it 

loves and knows the One who is leading...The life 

of faith is not a life of mounting up with wings, 

but a life of

walking and not fainting. It is not a question of 

sancti�cation; but of something in�nitely further 

on than sancti�cation, of faith that has been tried 

and proved and has stood the test.”  -Oswald 

Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest

Before ascending to heaven, Jesus promised 

those who followed him an inheritance: a guide, 

advocate, and comforter.

READING

REFLECTION
In sending the Holy Spirit, he provided us an indwell-

ing companion to reveal spiritual truths, lead us into 

righteousness, and empower us to ful�ll his calling on 

our lives, a calling that is both individual and collec-

tive.

Your individual calling
The Gospel of John records Jesus speaking to a crowd 

at the Mount of Olives, "If you abide in my word, you 

are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, 

and the truth will set you free."



God is With Us
EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT

“Abide” (meno in Greek) means to remain, or stay, 

or continue. Jesus calls us to abide in him. When 

we remain focused on him, stay washed in his 

word, and allow his truth to comfort and nourish 

us, we abide. Out of that �ows everything else. 

Our collective calling
Jesus calls the church to participate in God’s 

mission to restore all of creation. In his ministry, he 

shared God’s love through his words, his actions 

and his character, all to transform the lives of the 

people he met in whatever way they needed 

most.

Sometimes this involved healing them, some-

times it involved feeding them and sometimes it 

involved talking to them about the things that 

were wrong in their lives.

He valued and served the people he met in ways 

that enabled them to begin living a fuller life. And 

he instructed his disciples to “go and do likewise”. 

Jesus’ life shows us what restored relationships and 

life in the kingdom of God should look like. As Chris-

tians, we are called to follow Jesus’ example. He laid it 

out very simply in saying, “Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind. This is the �rst and greatest command-

ment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as 

yourself.”

Jesus’ call to love God and love our neighbor 

confronts us with a choice: will we abide?

Will we intentionally act to bring glory to God? Will we 

choose to serve others over ourselves? Will we live a 

life of love that re�ects Jesus’ call on our lives? 

We are the body of Christ, transformed to be more like 

him and to do the things he did, through the power of 

the Holy Spirit, the helper that goes with us as we 

walk out our faith and journey to become more 

Christ-like. What a rich inheritance!

1. What do you think God is calling you to personally?

2. How is your church fulfilling its collective calling? 

3. Where have you seen the Holy Spirit’s empowerment in your life?

QUESTIONS





Luke 10:27
‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your 

mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

Luke 10:29-37
But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by 

robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened 

to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a 

Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he traveled, 

came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his 

wounds, po uring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took 

care of him. The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, 

‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’

 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”

 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”

 Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

Who is Our Neighbor
OUR NEIGHBORS: THOSE WHO ARE SUFFERING

In the Gospel of Luke, when Jesus proclaims what 

is often referred to as the Paramount Command, 

he gives two important edicts and both involve 

one function: to love. Jesus meant for love to 

serve as the bedrock of our understanding of 

God and our high calling before Him. 

READING

REFLECTION
We understand love; it is patient, kind,

compassionate. It protects and perseveres; it never 

changes. However, in our present day, what we must 

rede�ne is, who is our neighbor? 

This happens to be the exact next question Jesus gets 

asked in this passage of scripture. And in response, 

Jesus gives the parable of the Good Samaritan. 



Who is Our Neighbor
OUR NEIGHBORS: THOSE WHO ARE SUFFERING

He tells the story of a young man who encounters 

robbers on a journey from Jerusalem. The thieves 

proceed to take all of his belongings, beat him, 

and leave him for dead on the side of the road. 

Wounded and naked, the man su�ers alone. But a

Samaritan happens to be traveling the same road. 

He sees the poor man in his su�ering and is 

moved with compassion to help him. He nurses 

his wounds and provides shelter for him to 

recover. The compassionate Samaritan, Jesus 

declares, is the one who treated the man as a 

neighbor.

Similarly, we are called to respond with love to 

those who su�er. When we see people who 

hunger and thirst, who have lost their homes and 

livelihoods, who are victims of injustice, who have 

been a�icted by violence and war, we are not to 

look away and ignore it. 

We are called to care and provide for those in need. 

Such acts are tangible displays of love that re�ect the 

goodness of God. 

The beauty of it is this: when we allow God to work 

through us in this way, aligning our wills to His word, 

we are evoking the Spirit of God to distend ever wider 

in our lives and in the lives of those we encounter. 

Thus, we build His

kingdom, giving room for his love and goodness to 

reign in place of sel�shness and deceit, allowing light 

to pierce the darkest parts 

of our world.

1. Through the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus elevates the one who is considered
the outcast, the lowest of the low. Why do you think he did that?

2. Apply the parable to the modern day. Who would be the Samaritan?
(It might be helpful to consider this in terms of ethnicity, socio-economic background, gender, religion, etc.)

3. The trait that Jesus highlights in his story is compassion. What else is there to unpack
in the answer Jesus gives to the question, who is our neighbor?

QUESTIONS





Deuteronomy 6:5
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 

Leviticus 19:18
Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but love your 

neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord. 

John 15:10
If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s

commands and remain in his love. 

John 15:16-17
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that 

will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you.

This is my command: Love each other. 

Who is Our Neighbor
OUR NEIGHBORS: THOSE NEAR AND FAR

While we continue to uncover who our neighbors 

are, we should keep in mind that the concept of 

neighbor has changed drastically since the 

scriptures were

recorded. Historically, small settlements of 

people made up communities, and

members relied on one another for goods and 

services. Now, the village market covers the 

entire globe. We get produce from Argentina, 

co�ee from Ethiopia, clothes from Bangladesh, 

electronics from China, cars from Japan. We’re 

more connected than we’ve ever been. 

READING

REFLECTION
That said, the way we might have once

interpreted the construct of neighbor

deserves a new way of thinking.

In the parable of the good Samaritan, Jesus intention-

ally made the two men central to the story come from 

very di�erent backgrounds. One was Jew, the other 

gentile. They did not share the same customs or 

beliefs. They didn’t even know one another.

Our neighbors aren't just the people who live next 

door to us.



Who is Our Neighbor
OUR NEIGHBORS: THOSE NEAR AND FAR

They are the people who stock our stores and 

remove our trash. They are the people worshiping 

at the mosque or temple in our towns. They are 

the people who make our clothes and farm our 

food in a distant country. 

Jesus calls us — his followers — to love our 

neighbors because God’s love is for everyone.

The promise of the gospel is the hope of the 

restoration of relationships at a human and 

cosmic level. A restored relationship with God, 

with ourselves, with each other, and with 

creation. This promise is a hope o�ered to every-

one, regardless of race, religion, nationality or 

gender.

Jesus said, “If you keep My commandments, you will 

abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s 

commandments and abide in His love. These things I 

have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and 

that your joy may be made full.”

How wonderful a God we serve, that Jesus command-

ed us to love so that we may be full of joy. His is a 

kingdom so abundant in goodness and light, that his 

greatest pleasure would be calling us into a place of 

experiencing the

deepest delight. 

1. Does the way you love yourself reflect the way you love your neighbor? 

2. With this new understanding, who do you think of as your neighbor?

3. What might the world be like if we expanded our notion of neighbor to match 
the reality of the world we live in.

QUESTIONS





Revelation 21:1-8
Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the �rst heaven and the �rst earth had passed away, and 

there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

“Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, 

and God himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no 

more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, 

for these words are trustworthy and true.”

 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I 

will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. Those who are victorious will inherit all this, 

and I will be their God and they will be my children. But the

cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the 

idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to the �ery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.” 

Isaiah 1:17
Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause of the fatherless; plead the case of 

the widow.

Isaiah 58:7
Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with 

shelter—when you see the naked, to clothe them, and not to turn away from your own

�esh and blood? 

The Kingdom of God
GOD WILL REDEEM ALL THINGS

Can you imagine a world no longer under the 

power and presence of sin? Only God's redemp-

tion makes that thought a reality. 

READING

REFLECTION
Although we are currently living in a fallen world, 

God's redemption is already

accomplished through Christ's sacri�ce on

the cross, but not yet completed. 



The Kingdom of God
GOD WILL REDEEM ALL THINGS

In the Bible, we see again and again that God 

promises to dwell with His people, restore 

relationships, and put an end to death, mourning 

and pain. But as we wait for God's redemption to 

be completed, we should be asking ourselves, 

"who are we called to be as Christians living in 

this fallen world?" 

As a part of God's kingdom here on earth, even 

with the presence of sin, we are called to shape 

our world to look more like heaven and like our 

God. Although we can never redeem ourselves, 

we have a call to action as believers waiting for 

Christ's return.

Amid navigating a global pandemic, it is easy to 

isolate, discriminate and simply ignore those who 

are vulnerable due to our fear and worry. Still, as 

children who are redeemed, we are to put aside 

sel�sh 

ambition that perpetuates injustice and act 

compassionately towards those who are in need.  

Many believe that this call to action only consists of 

material things, but if we examine God's promise of 

redemption, we see that it surpasses the materialistic 

and acknowledges the internal struggles of His 

people. Looking to God's

promise of redemption as our model, we ought to 

break any cycles of sin that cause pain,

oppression, and brokenness.

During this time, we must acknowledge that we have 

the power in Christ being made in the image of God 

to shape our current situation.

We are to boldly engage with the hope of restoring 

our relationship with one another while on earth, but 

also aid and promote the restoration and reconcilia-

tion of God's people. 

As bearers of Christ, we should be transformed 

through the acknowledgment of who He is, so that 

others may see God in everything we do. 

1. What has God called you personally to shape in your community or our world?

2. How can God’s promise of redemption model your personal goals towards eliminating 
strongholds (pain, oppression, and brokenness)?

3. What does redemption look like to you?

QUESTIONS





Luke 24:13-35
Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 

They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. As they talked and discussed these 

things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; but they were kept from recog-

nizing him.

 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”

 They stood still, their faces downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one 

visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?”

 “What things?” he asked.

 “About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God 

and all the people. The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they 

cruci�ed him; but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is 

the third day since all this took place. In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb 

early this morning but didn’t �nd his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who 

said he was alive. Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, 

but they did not see Jesus.”

 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 

Did not the Messiah have to su�er these things and then enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all 

the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.

 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were going 

farther. But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went 

in to stay with them.

 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to 

them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. They 

asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened 

the Scriptures to us?”

 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, 

assembled together and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” Then the two told 

what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.

The Kingdom of God
CHRIS T IS OUR HOPE

READING



REFLECTION

The Kingdom of God
CHRIS T IS OUR HOPE

At Christ's core is an unwavering love for commu-

nity and restoration. He took the time to 

welcome, speak, encourage, provide and heal 

those who came to him, doing so with eagerness, 

integrity, passion and compassion even if it 

meant that his own plans were forfeited. 

Christ often provided for his followers’ physical 

needs but, most importantly, addressed the 

spiritual concerns that could hinder their connec-

tion with the Father. His concern for creation’s 

wellbeing was not just for the moment, but 

eternity, which stirs our hope to continue follow-

ing his ways and the teachings. 

How we allow Jesus’ teachings to shape our 

minds will have real e�ects throughout our 

communities today. What would it look like if we 

genuinely engaged those we encounter as Christ 

did, taking on his core characteristics and main-

taining his true posture?

During any storm, we can count on our Lord. He 

intercedes at the right hand of God on our behalf. 

As little anointed ones following our Savior, the 

most vulnerable in our world should be able to 

count on us to �ll in the gap for their needs. While 

we have genuine needs of our own, maintaining 

Christ's posture is an exercise that we must 

continuously practice, believing that following his 

example will grow us all the more and count 

towards what truly matters: his glory.  

Embodying the posture of Christ takes true humility, 

dependence, and vulnerability, but as we do so, we 

must be con�dent that Christ is with us as he was with 

Cleopas and his companion on the road to Emmaus, 

even when we do not see him. 

When we go through challenges, the process high-

lights what we depend on, whether it is God, 

ourselves, others, �nances. Where we choose to seek 

security is especially evident in times of uncertainty. 

Not only does it highlight what we are holding on to, 

but it highlights our heart, intention, and what we 

truly believe.

The hope of Christ is that he is our rescuer. We see in 

his love for all, that he forfeited his own life to see 

God’s glory prevail. Are you willing to live out that 

example?

1. What are some characteristics that you
share with Christ?

2. As a believer in Christ, how do you follow 
His example when engaging with your
community?

3. What might you be holding onto that does
not  fully allow you to take on Christ’s posture?

QUESTIONS





Matthew 25:31-46
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. All 

the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd 

separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.

 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 

inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave 

me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me 

in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to 

visit me.’

 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 

give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and 

clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’

 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters 

of mine, you did for me.’

 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal �re 

prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you 

gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not 

clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’

 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes 

or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’

 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for 

me.’

 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”

The Kingdom of God
GO AND DO LIKEWISE

Caring for the vulnerable is an action that Christ 

did throughout his ministry, and he took it very 

seriously. As his followers, taking responsibility 

for the vulnerable now falls on us.

READING

REFLECTION
Many believers may question, "with so much uncer-

tainty in the world, how is this

responsibility possible for me?" 



The Kingdom of God
GO AND DO LIKEWISE

The answer is simple: look to Jesus as your 

example. 

As seen in the reading passage, Christ was willing 

to hold o� on his plans to ful�ll the Father's. We 

too should be willing to make room for God's 

plans, allowing them to have priority. 

We ought to be prepared and ready to serve as 

the light and salt of the earth no matter our 

current circumstances. Jesus did not wait for a 

religious or controlled setting to take action; he 

acted when he saw a need. For us, during this 

time, it may mean that our church’s congregation 

isn’t assembling in a building. But we still ought 

to work as the church, meeting the needs of the

community.

Acknowledging injustice in our world is one 

thing, but realizing that we have been called to 

do something about it and taking action is 

another. There might be opposition and it could 

be a bit uncomfortable, but we should pursue 

Biblical justice nonetheless.

God does not ask you to have it all �gured out. He 

only asks that you posture your spirit towards Him. A 

postured spirit and heart comes through taking care 

of the vulnerable and standing up to injustice. It 

comes through the willingness to use the resources 

that you have. Perhaps it looks like giving �nancially 

but that is not all. Everything we have can be used as 

a resource for the kingdom of God. These resources 

include the tangible and intangible; our time, energy,  

possessions, talents, prayers, and money.

God’s kingdom is what unites us all together, no 

matter our personal demographic. He calls every one 

of us to care about our brothers and sisters, near and 

far. Our response as the kingdom should be this: to 

take action wherever we are, with whatever resources 

we have, no matter what it takes! 

1. Have you made room for God’s will to take priority in your life? How? 

2. What does working outside of your local churches building mean to you?

3. What can you do to serve vulnerable people right now?

QUESTIONS



We hope that by reading this resource you were able to encounter the Holy Spirit and felt inspired to 
commit in joyful obedience to God’s command to love Him with all your heart and soul and strength, and to 
love your neighbor as yourself. 

We invite you to continue this journey of serving the vulnerable with compassion, pursuing justice and 
peace, and caring for God’s creation. Visit www.tearfundusa.org.

ABOUT OUR WORK
For over 50 years, we’ve been following Jesus where the need is greatest, to bring an
end to extreme poverty. 

With an unwavering commitment to strengthen the local church, we work in close partnership with church 
leaders and Christian organizations in more than 50 countries, restoring dignity and hope in the world’s 
poorest communities. 

Don’t let poverty and injustice have the last word.

Conclusion

THIS IS HOW YOU CAN JOIN US

ADVOCATE 
We are mobilizing people to

contact Congress to take 
action on poverty. 

PRAY
We believe prayer is key to 

overcoming injustice. When
addressing problems this large and 
complex we need God’s power and 

leading to overcome the
challenges our world faces.  

GIVE
Support our work and bring 

hope to those who need
it most.  

www.tearfundusa.org
info@tearfundusa.org


