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LET EVERY HEART PREPARE HIM ROOM

Few details of Jesus’s early life are known, but Matthew’s gospel tells us 
this: violent, state-sanctioned persecution forced Jesus’ family to flee 
Israel and go to Egypt, where they lived as refugees, as strangers in a 
foreign land. This is the story our Savior was born into. The experience of 
Jesus and his parents is mirrored in challenges faced today by over 82.4 
million displaced people in our world. The story of our own refugee savior 
inspires and compels us to embrace our displaced brothers and sisters 
with love, solidarity, and generosity. They need to know that Our Savior 
has Come, offering hope and refuge to those who also find themselves as 
strangers in a foreign land.

At age 18, Mary and her infant son were forced to seek shelter in a 
Nigerian refugee camp. A mother left with no other option but to flee her 
home, leaving behind everything they knew. A corrupt and oppressive 
system intent on exploitation and destruction has forced her and millions 
more to escape, seeking refuge, safety, and a better life for their families.

Will we prepare room in our hearts for our displaced brothers and sisters?

Join us in following Jesus to where the need is greatest, supporting families displaced 
by poverty and injustice through prayer, giving to meet their needs, and mobilizing 

your Church and community to pursue justice in our world today.  Download resources 
including a bible study, and family advent devotional. 

Everyday, we see images of families displaced by war, 
violence, persecution, climate change, disasters, and so much 
more.  1 in every 95 people seeking rescue have fled, leaving 
everything they know behind. Millions more are stateless, 
denied citizenship, along with access to basic rights such as 
education, health care, employment and freedom.

THE FACTS

At least 82.4 million people around the world 
have been forced to flee their homes. 

26.4 million refugees have not only been 
forced to flee their homes but across borders.

Over half of the world’s refugees are children.

Between 2018 and 2020, an average of 315,000 
children were born into a refugee life per year.

82.4 MILLION

26.4 MILLION

50% 

315,000

WHAT CAN WE DO?
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A Savior Is Born
REFLECT

Many are familiar with the Christmas Story: Mary and Joseph looking 
for shelter, the innkeeper refusing them a place to stay, Jesus’ 
humble birth in a manger, and the wise mens’ arrival, bearing 
wonderful gifts to worship the child king. 

Oftentimes, the story is left there, and our holiday remembrances 
rarely include the next phase of Jesus’ life. Let’s examine it now.

JESUS ON THE MOVE

The Gospel of Matthew recounts how Joseph and Mary flee the 
threat of violence, warned by an angel. It was a dark time for their 
people. King Herod had issued a brutal mandate: murder all infant 
boys in and around Bethlehem. So, the young family fled by night to 
seek refuge in Egypt, waiting there until Herod died.  

Jesus began the formative years of his life as a refugee. 

QUESTIONS

1. Consider what it must have been like for the new parents 
and their infant son to be uprooted from their home and 
flee to an unfamiliar land. What were the challenges they 
might have faced?  

2. What context does this bring to Jesus’ words: “For I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me”?

3. We often gloss over this detail of Jesus’ life; why do you 
think that is? 

READING

Matthew 1:18-2:21
Matthew 25:31-46
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God Loves “the Stranger”
READING

Exodus 22:21
Mark 12:30-31

REFLECT

Today, millions of people wander the earth in search of hope, a 
better livelihood, and a future for their families. The Bible speaks 
often of similar situations, containing stories of war and desolation, 
displacement and pain, and frustration and longing. Through it all, 
we can see that God cares for refugees and families searching  
for hope.

REFUGEES IN THE BIBLE

The story of God’s chosen people, Israel, is a story of wandering. 
Joseph is sold into slavery in a strange land1. Moses fled to Midian, 
finding shelter in the house of a priest. Years later, he was again on 
the move with God’s people as they escaped slavery in Egypt2. Ruth 
accompanied Naomi to a foreign land, as a stranger, and found 
favor in the eyes of Boaz3. Throughout Israel’s history, God’s people 
were forced into exile as captives to Assyria and Babylon, tragedies 
God used to teach them about justice, mercy, and Himself. 

1 Genesis 37-46

2 Exodus 2:15-22

3 Ruth 2

4 Deuteronomy 24:14

5 Leviticus 19:9-34

GOD’S ATTITUDE TOWARDS  

“THE STRANGER”

In the Bible, we find God’s constant concern for the well-being 
of refugees and all seeking rescue. Repeatedly, the people 
of Israel are instructed to remember the strangers among 
them, treating them with love, compassion, and justice. 
God commands the Israelites not to ill-treat them or take 
advantage of them, as they themselves had been strangers in 
foreign lands4. They were to feel solidarity with the refugees 
and strangers among them. 

God is deeply concerned and cares for those who are powerless 
and vulnerable. Strangers are to be cared for, treated as 
fellow citizens and given a share from the tithe5. In the New 
Testament, Jesus gives a new command to “love your neighbor 
as yourself”. This message is at the heart of what it means to 
be a Christ-follower. 

QUESTIONS

1. Do you think the church’s attitude today towards refugees 
matches that of God’s?

2. How does Jesus intend for us to live out his call to love  
our neighbors? 

3. What are ways in which you’ve seen the Church, and the 
local church, show its concern for refugees and all those 
fleeing danger in our world?  
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Jesus’ First Sermon
READING

Isaiah 58:6-12, Luke 18:9-14
Revelation 7:9-10

REFLECT

In the Gospel of Luke, we see Jesus’ introduction to his earthly 
ministry: The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed 
me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the 
oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.

Here, Jesus was quoting the ancient prophet Isaiah. These words 
were hope and solace for the Jews, when they were violently 
removed from their homeland and sent into exile in Assyria and 
Babylon. The Jews held onto this same hope in Jesus’ time, as they 
lived in a land ruled by the hostile Roman Empire. Repeating Isaiah, 
Jesus communicated that their ancient and present hopes would be 
gathered up and fulfilled by his ministry. His work was and is good 
news for the poor, the displaced, the persecuted, the refugee. 

By reflecting on Jesus’ message, we can understand what it means 
to follow His example. 

Jesus showed us how to live, and love, all kinds of people, regardless 
of their race, homeland, faith background, or reputation. Isaiah 58:7 
echoes this: is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide 
the poor wanderer with shelter—when you see the naked, to clothe 
them, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?

Further, In Revelation 7:9-10, we read about the gathering of 
nations and ethnic identities as part of God’s purposes. God has 
made us all His image bearers, while still creating us uniquely; 
this includes individual characteristics (e.g. race, gender, 
disability, age, etc.), and different values, beliefs, experiences, 
backgrounds, and behaviors. 

Jesus modeled how to challenge a culture that is fearful, 
prejudiced and exclusive — with relentless love for those 
different from ourselves. In following Him, we are called to love 
one another, and in particular, those who are least like us.  

QUESTIONS

1. In what ways might God be inviting you to partner with 
Him in bringing solutions to the challenges and needs of 
those suffering around the world? 

2. Where is the Church “good news to the poor”, and where 
have we failed in this?

3. Who is the “other” in your community? In our nation? In 
our world? How can we be “good news” to them?
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The Good Samaritan READING

Luke 10:25-29

REFLECT

Today we look at the story of the good Samaritan. The parable’s 
colorful characters mirror our world and ourselves as God’s people.

Primarily, the vulnerable traveler can represent all those who, for 
whatever reason, find themselves crushed or threatened, powerless 
to help themselves. Looking around the world, this may cause us to 
think of those living in refugee camps, people who’ve been affected 
by climate shocks, or victims of violent regimes in their home 
countries. And without the intervention of others, they have little 
hope of experiencing improving circumstances. 

Next, the robbers can represent those forces in our society that 
threaten, impoverish, and keep people trapped in bondage. 
The religious officials (the priest and the Levite), rather too 
uncomfortably, often resemble the Church. 

Recall the story of the lawyer in Luke 10:25-29. The young man asks 
Jesus what God might expect of him in terms of serving others, 
seeking affirmation of his efforts. He is something of a “holier than 
thou” individual, assuming that spiritual depth consists of knowing 
a great deal about God and His ways, as opposed to loving the least 
and the lost.

Finally, the Samaritan models what it truly means to obey God, 
by showing compassion and reaching out to care for someone 
unlike himself. He takes time to attend to the wounded man, 
willing to use his own resources to meet the other man’s needs. 
In the same way, the Church is called to build relationships 
with those suffering, discern their needs, and deploy our 
resources towards meeting those needs. 

Moreover, Jesus turns the tables on the lawyer’s prejudices. He 
makes the hero of the story a Samaritan, one who is himself 
persecuted and publicly despised for his ethnicity. The one 
who might be expected to ignore or gloat over the traveler’s 
misfortunes, or to take further advantage of him, is instead the 
one who rescues him. 

QUESTIONS

1. Which character do you most identify with?

2. If you were in desperate need, who would you least expect 
to help you? What would you learn from being helped by 
someone you dislike or look down on?

3. What is one way we could be more like the Samaritan 
rather than the “religious leaders” from the story?
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It’s Not Supposed to 
Be this Way

READING

Deuteronomy 10:18
Isaiah 61:1-2

REFLECT

The Creator God is not content with the brokenness of this world. It 
pains Him to see His people suffering. He loves those who hunger, 
who are sick, who are without a home. And God longs to see His 
children flourish.

In the 21st century, there are more displaced people than ever 
before. Every day, over 225,000 people are uprooted because 
of violence and persecution. How devastating that 13.2 million 
refugees are children.

God desires change. He has equipped the Church to act as His hands 
and feet, to share the hope of Jesus, and bring about that change  
on earth.

We’ve heard of the Great Commission, and yesterday we thought 
about the Great Commandment. But do we honor the Great 
Requirement of Micah 6:8?

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
 And what does the Lord require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy 
 and to walk humbly with your God.

To live out God’s call on our lives, we must challenge ourselves 
to be servant-hearted, truthful, courageous, compassionate 
and Christ-centric. This means regarding and treating others as 
equal in worth, dignity and potential, and allowing the Spirit to 
reveal Christ through us. 

If we can pursue these qualities, then we are beginning to 
reveal the kingdom of God in the world around us. 

QUESTIONS

1. Think of three ways you can reveal God’s heart to those 
who are refugees or in need of rescue. Is there anything 
preventing you from doing this? 

2. What can you do today to make a difference in the life of a 
family in flight, or a refugee?

3. How can you pray “your Kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven”, in relation to this global 
refugee crisis? 
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Thank you
Thank you for taking this journey with us. We are so grateful to 
share this with you, and hope you were inspired by Scripture and 
the Holy Spirit. We invite you to take action with us to bring love, 
compassion and hope to those in the most desperate need. Visit 
us at www.tearfundusa.org for ways to:

Tearfund works in the places of most desperate need, following 
Jesus where the need is greatest. We work through local churches 
to stand with those who are living in extreme poverty and 
suffering injustice for hope and healing.  
Join us at tearfundusa.org.

Learn, Pray, Give, Advocate

Poverty and Injustice won’t have the last word. We follow 
Jesus where the need is greatest and work alongside the 

local church to overcome poverty and injustice.

LEARN MORE

www.tearfundusa.org  |  info@tearfundusa.org
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