
Board of Directors Application Form
Please use this form to apply for the Board of Directors of the Tenant Resource Center.

What is your name?
Crystal Banse

What is your mailing address?
25 W. Main Street # 500, Madison, Wisconsin 53703

What is your phone number?
(608) 504-3899

What is your email address?
crystal@banselaw.com

What is your occupation? Please include employer and job title if you are employed.
Founder & Attorney at Banse Law Group

Why are you interested in being on the Board of Directors for the Tenant Resource Center?
I believe in the Mission and overall goals of ending homelessness and increasing housing security for all 
people, particular people of color. In today’s day and age, the needs to address these issues is even more 
urgent. As a POC, I enjoy being able to use my professional knowledge and personal experiences for the 
greater good.

What kind of experience have you had with the Tenant Resource Center?
I have served on the Board for the last nine months.

What do you think Tenant Resource Center's reputation is in the community?
I believe it is highly regarded.

What are some key issues for you in Madison and Dane County around rental housing and 
homeless services?
Housing affordability and housing discrimination, particularly to people of color.

Have you ever been on a Board of Directors for a nonprofit? Please tell us about your Board 
experience, or if you've helped a nonprofit in other ways.
Yes, I have served on the TRC Board for the past 9 months. Previously I’ve served on Boards for the 
Latino Chamber of Commerce of Dane County, the Veterans Chamber of Commerce, and the State Bar of 
Wisconsin.

The Board of Directors makes sure the Tenant Resource Center is financially stable, the Executive 
Director shows good leadership, and that our "big picture" plans are in line with our mission: For 
Housing Justice in Wisconsin. What skills would you bring to this work?
I’m an attorney with over 10 years of legal experience, so I can bring my legal skills to my work on the 



TRC. I also have experience running a business and serving in collaborative roles.

Optional - Please check all that apply to you
I am a tenant

 

Optional - Please check all that apply. Tenant Resource Center believes people who have been 
homeless are an important part of our leadership and should be on the Board of Directors. Are you 
currently, or have you ever
 

Right now, the Board of Directors meets on the 3rd Thursday or every month from 6-8 PM. Does 
that time work for you? If not, what evenings would work for you once a month?
Yes

Board Members also volunteer at least 3 hours each month doing things like fundraising and event 
planning, reading and writing policies, housing counseling with clients, etc. Can you make that 
commitment for at least one year?
Yes

The Board communicates mostly by email, and reviews/edits documents on Google Docs and 
Google Drive. We have conference calls with Google Meet. We also do group texting on WhatsApp. 
Board members are given a Tenant Resource Center email address to use for Board business. 
Does that work for you? If not, what communication methods work best for you?
Yes

If elected to the Board of Directors, are you willing to commit to a two-year term?
Yes, I'm willing to serve a two-year term.


