For a better, brighter future.

The Liberal Democrat plan
for our towns

Burnham and Highbridge Town Council - Liberal Democrat Manifesto 2019
Putting the Town Council at the Heart of our communities
Introduction
Local Government is under great stress. Government has cut grants to County and District
Councils. In turn, Sedgemoor no longer helps finance our Town Council. Somerset County
Council is struggling to set a budget and has cut back its services to the bone. Libraries,
including Highbridge, have closed; Burnham’s (Somerset) Skills and Learning Centre has
closed; Youth Services have ceased; King Alfred’s Sports Centre is no longer supported;
Social services have been and continue to be severely depleted. Sedgemoor is under
pressure to take on services from the County and is pre-occupied with Hinkley Point C.
Officers are working hard but, as they move on in their careers, many are not replaced.
Unitary solutions are being sought and it is likely that 2017 was the last County election and
that 2019 will be the last time we shall have District elections.
Town and Parish Councils stand at a crossroads. Do they adopt the path of least resistance –
spending little and doing little – or do they put themselves at the heart of their communities
and respond to the needs of their residents? Liberal Democrats believe they should do the
latter.
For the last twenty years, Burnham and Highbridge Town Council has been run by the
Conservatives. Their administration has been characterised by drift and lack of vision. Do
our towns show the benefit of twenty years of progressive policies? No! It is time for a
change!
In the last four years, local residents have developed a Neighbourhood Plan which is now
adopted as planning policy. Liberal Democrats were prominent in this process and it was
due to their Town Councillors that the Town Council agreed to back the Plan’s development.
This is an example of the way in which a local council can make a difference.
We have identified five strategic objectives for the Town Council.
1. Put the Town Council at the heart of the communities of Burnham and Highbridge
2. Develop the cultural and economic well-being of Burnham and Highbridge
3. Improve the environment of Burnham and Highbridge
4. Help represent the needs of the community and help residents access services
5. Practice good governance and fiscal responsibility
Each policy that we propose in this manifesto is designed to help achieve one or more of
these objectives. We will work with any other Councillors, of whatever Party or none, who
share these objectives. We wish to be inclusive, not exclusive, and serve our communities.
We want to put the Town Council fairly and squarely at the heart of our communities.
So, how would we do that?

Move! (Objectives 1 & 5)
It is time to sell our Jaycroft Road offices and move to a central Burnham location. There are
a number of options available. We need to be where people can see us and where we can
be the first point of call. The sale of Jaycroft Road would provide a capital sum which could
be used to either purchase a new base or to set up a capital fund to act as seed corn for
investment in our towns – possibly in partnership with commercial investors or to lever-in
grant funding. Our preference at this stage is the latter.

Give Highbridge a voice. (Objectives 1,2,3,4 & 5)
For too long Highbridge has felt ignored. The Town Council is perceived as being for
Burnham only. It can be argued that as Burnham is twice the population of Highbridge this is
inevitable. However this ignores the challenges Highbridge faces - the pressures of new
housing (almost 1000 are planned at Brue Farm alone); the slow death of its shopping
facilities (though there are more positive developments recently with the opening of Sopha
and the arrival of Proper Job) and the pockets of deprivation from which it suffers. The lack
of support from the Town Council Conservatives to keep the Library open is just the latest
example of the neglect of Highbridge. A Liberal Democrat majority Town Council would:
a) hold meetings in Highbridge as well as Burnham, using existing facilities.
b) set up a Highbridge working party (Councillors, Chamber, residents) to implement and
develop the vision for Highbridge set out in the Neighbourhood Plan. In particular:
i) produce a plan for Market St, Bank St. car park and the Millennium Green.
ii) work with Sedgemoor District Council and also seek additional funding e.g. from the
Coastal Community Fund or the Hinkley Community Development Fund to support
Highbridge’s economic development.
iii) work with Network Rail, SDC and the Local Economic Partnership to redevelop the
brownfield site alongside the railway line for business use.
iv) work with rail and bus companies to improve the viability of the railway station.
v) work with SDC to maximise the benefits of the next phase of the Isleport business
park.
vi) oppose the sale of the public open space at Lakeside and work with SDC to ensure
the £400k S106 funds for improving the access are used appropriately.
vii) make sure we spend the monies associated with new development (S106 and CIL)
in the Highbridge area for the benefit of Highbridge.
Highbridge demands better from the Town Council. We’ll make sure it happens!

Promote the civic and cultural life of our towns (objectives 1,2,4 & 5) by:
a) continuing to provide grants to appropriate organisations – with the emphasis on
supporting the most disadvantaged.
b) supporting youth and community projects.
c) providing advice and training for community groups e.g. on how to organise and how to
apply for grants.
d) support the Highbridge Community Hall.
e) developing the Princess Theatre and Arts Centre – with the aim of increasing usage by
both commercial and community groups and reducing the running costs. The Princess will
undergo major refurbishment in the coming months – the opportunity must not be lost to
improve its offer to the community.
f) working with SDC and other relevant bodies to develop a Town Square in Princess Street.
Pressing the County Council to decide on the future of the Learning Centre.
g) continuing to joint-fund activities/facilities with other organisations where appropriate.
h) live-stream Council meetings and replace paper agendas and reports with digital ones.
i) actively embrace social media as a means of two-way communication between the
Council and residents.

Promote healthy and sustainable communities (objectives 1,3 &4) by:
a) Supporting a Transition Town Group and movement if such a group should be formed.
b) Working towards Fairtrade Town Status.
c) Encouraging cycling, walking and other foms of exercise.
d) Promote a “Year of Health in Burnham and Highbridge”.
e) Promote sustainable tourism.
f) Carry out a comprehensive review of footpaths and cycleways with the aim of producing a
long term improvement plan – both for those in the urban area and for those that link to
the surrounding countryside and river paths.
g) Continuing to support the Plastic Free Initiative.
h) Continuing to press Wessex Water Board to improve the seawater quality at Burnham.
i) request Sedgemoor D.C. to devolve powers to us so that we can enforce by-laws in areas
such as litter and dog mess. Employ a ranger to do this and to monitor local problems.

Promote the economic life of our towns (objectives 1,3 & 5) by:
a) working closely with the two Chambers of Commerce in order to support our towns.
b) pressing Sedgemoor to give us the priority we deserve as the second largest parish in
terms of population in the District.
c) promoting the benefits of Burnham as a location to those who want to walk, cycle, and
visit the Somerset levels, Steart nature reserve, the Mendips and the Quantocks.
d) actively seeking out grant funding opportunities, recognising that this may require
additional officer resources.
For too long we have drifted. Burnham and Highbridge deserve better.
Liberal Democrats demand better! Give us the chance to do the job.

